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P R E F ACE; 



A CoMPLEAT collection of the writings of the Utc Dr. 
•■ *■ Samuel Johnfon was dcfired by the Public with an 
ardour almoft equal to the high opinion which was entertained 
of his talents and his morals. The London Bookfellers 
' undertook, in conjunftion with the deceafed's executors, to 
gratify this deflre with an alacrity, which proceeded from a. 
convi(Etion how much their own intereft would be promoted 
by punctual compliance. 

But, from whatevei* caufc, the prefent edition of the works 
of that great writer and illuftrious moralift, does not compre- 
hend his Parliamentary Debates, which, every competent 
judge muft allow, exhibit a memorable fpecimen of the ex- 
tent and promptitude of his fiicukies. Thefe Debates, as 
die intelligent have fdr fame time known, and as the world is 
now authentically told by the prefetit hiftorian of his life, were 
originally compiled for the Gendeman's Magazine. And 
thefe Orations, which have induced learned foreigners to 
compare Briufli with ancient eloquence, were haftily fketched 
by Johnson, while he was not yet thirty-two, while he was 
little acquwnted with life, while he was ftruggling, not for 
diftinftion, but exiftencc. 
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vi PREFACE. 

The illuminations of Johnson's Oratory were however ob- 
fcured by the jargon, which Cave thought it prudent to 
adopt, in order to avoid Parliamentary indignation. It is at 
length fafe to fubftitute the real for the fiSitious fpcakers. The 
prcfent Editor thought it a duty he owed to the Author and 
the Reader, to lay afide the barbarous terms, which had been 
contrived as much by the vanity as the caution of Cave, that 
the fineft fenfe might confpicuoudy appear in the mofl; brilliant 
language. As thefe Debates appeared originally without any 
regard to chronological order, it was deemed refpedtful to 
the public to reftore this order, according to the dates, when 
the real Debates aftuaJly happened ;- beginning with the firft 
of Johnfon's on the 19th of November 1740, and ending 
■with his laft, on the 23d ofFebruary 1742-3. That this ^tf- 
ginjiwg and this end to the Parliamentary effufions of this fuc- 
cefsful rival of ancient Orators have been properly adjufted, 
might be determined from the fuperiority of flyle to the 
ipeeches of Guthrie and Hawkefworth, the prccurlbr and fol- 
lower of Johnfon in this department of compilation, if Sir 
John Hawkins had not fixed the dates from the diary of the 
friend, to whofe memory he has paid a proper tribute, by 

doing juftice to his virtues and his failings. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the Parliamentary motions, 
wliich are contained in the following (beets, were made, and 
that they were fupportcJ and oppofed by the affigned fpeakers : 
but, it muft be acknowledged, that Jolinfon did not give fo 

much 
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PREFACE. vii 

much what they rcfpeftively faid as what each ought to have 
faid. Thefe debates, then,' may be cpnfidered as Co many 
diftrnft dramas, in which, on extraordinary occafions of pub- 
lic expeftation, known charadters of confiderable confequence 
were brought forward to adl their particular parts. As 
dramas thefe Debates have received a jiift eulogy by the re- 
mark of competent judges, how eajy it was to ajjign to every 
Jpeaker his proper fpeech without knowing the name. As 
dramas they may be perufcd by. the old, who read for amufc- 
ment rather than inftruftion. 

As Parliamentary Debates thefe volumes may be regarded 
as ftill more ufeful : for, like the Orations of Cicero and 
Demofthenes, they ought to be ftudied by the Briiifli youth 
as fpecimens of fplendid eloquence, nervous argument, 
and Parliamentary decorum. Though few can hope to 
rival Johnron*s performances, every youth, who from his 
birth or fortune expc6i:s to fit in Parliament, ought to aim 
by (ludious perufal at Johnlbn's peffedions in oratory and 
reafoning. And thefe volumes may be ufefully infpeftcd 
by every public man for felicities of expreffion, for the 
ftrufture of fentences, happy at once for points dignity, and 
elegance. 

Few of the coUeiftions of Parliamentary Debates can be 

juftly regarded as mucii more autlicntic than Johnfon's 

Orations. The molt ancient arc probably the moft authen- 

' A 4 tic 

DiqiiiicdbvGoogle 



viii PREFACE. 

tic. D'Ewes' Journals of Elizabeth's Parliaments, as' they 
contain rhe oldeft Parliametttary fpeeches, arc affurcdly tho 
moft curious. The 6rft volume of the Commons Journak 
contains feveral important Debates during, the interefting 
period &om the accelTion of James I. till the ceflation of 
Parliaments uriier his unhappy fon. The authentic De- 
bates of the Seflion i6ai were publiflied in 1766, from a, 
Member's manufcript. The collections of Rulhworth con- 
tain many of the Parliamentary Debates during the civil 
wars. To thefe follow Gray's Debates, which are ftUl. 
more authentic. But, as to thole various collections, which 
profefs to give the Parliamentary Debates, during that dif- 
■ putatious period from' the Reftorauon to late times, they 
can be deemed of little more authority than the (ubjoined 
fpeeches of Johnfon. 

It was the Revolution which finally imfliackled theprcTs. 
But it was ftiU criminal, at leaft dangerous, to publjfh 
Parliamentary proceedings without Parliamentary permiflion. 
During King William's reign the newfpapers fomerimes gave 
a detached fpeech of a particular fpeaker, who wiflicd, 
by contributing the outlines, to gratify his vanity or fecure his 
feat. 

It was in the faftious times, which immediately fucceeded, 
when Parliamentary Debates were firft diftributed through the. 
land in monthly pamphlets. Then it was that Boyer's zeal 

propagated 
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P R E F A ;C E. . \x 

profOgated the Political Staff. This wd& foCiceedcd, on tie 
acceffionof GeoFgel.l^ theflyfflWiij/iJtfge^f, wtuch were 
pubUllKd by fober'er rpen, aad nwy be iiippo&d thsn&re 
R> contain more ^cislkftoiy in^fftnatwo. 

The Gentleman's Magazine foon after fijrnllhed the 
public with ftill iiiore finiflied Debates, which were ftrft 
compiled by Guthrie, then by Johnson, and afterwards 
by -Ha WKES WORTH. The fuccels of this far-famed mif- 
cellany prompted many competitors for public favour, who 
ail found an intereft in prc^agating what the people read, 
however contrary to Parliamentary refolves. And thefe re- 
Jblvcs have at length filendy given way to the fpirit of the 
people, who, as they enjoy the right of inftrufting their 
reprefentatires, fcem to have eftablifhed the privilege of 
knowing what dieir reprefentatives fay. 

That the public, then, might not be. deprived of writings, 
1 thus worthy of their author, or excluded from the eafy perufal 
of Parliamentary Orations, thus amufing and inftruftive, the 
two following Volumes were pubUflied. And, they are given 
to the world in a form fo convenient, that they may either be 
confidered as a proper Supplement to the Works of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, at the fame time published by the Lon- 
don BookfcUers, or regarded merely as the Parliamentary 
Debates of that celebrated Orator, at the moft interefting 
period in gur hiftory. AAuated by thefe fair motives, the 

Editor 
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X PREFACE. 

Editor humbly fubmits diefc v(Jumes to the reader, trufting " 
to his candour for that favourable reception, which well-meant 
endeavours to- inftruft and pleafe noay always expeft from a 
public, at once intelligent, reBned, and generous. 



LoHDOH, 

Much jQ, 1787. 



,*, Some gentlemen, for whofe tafte and difcemment the 
Editor has a high refpeft, having obferved, that the bar- 
barous jargon, which had been employed by the vanity or 
caurion of the Editor of the Gentleman's Magazine, was 
mentioned too generally in the foregoing Preface, and that 
the Lilliputian terms, which once obftrufted the reader's pro- 
grefs, would now gratify his curiofity, the Editor has fub- 
joined the fidlious names of perfons and places with the 
real ones, as they occur in the Debates of that miicellany. 
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9*Z)^ Lifi of fictitious terms ujed by Cave to dijgui/e the real 
Names that occur in his Debates, 



Abingdon, Ld.-AdonbinjorPIefdrahn 

Amhrofe, Captain - Ambrefo 

Archer - Arech 

Argyle, Dukeof- Agrjl 

Arfwr - Anith 

Anne - Nun a 

Afton - Anois 

Aylesfbrd, Lord - Alysfrop 



Baltimore, Lord - filaiirome 
Bamard, Sir John - Branard 
Banington - Birronglan 
Bath, Earl of - Baht 
Bathurd, Lord - Bruftath 
Bsdford.D-jkeof-Bcfdort 
Berkeley, Lord - Berelky 
Bilhop - Flamen 
Bladen, Mr. - Bledna 
Bootle, Mr. - Butu! 
Bowie!, Mr. - Bewlos 
Briltol, Lord - Broflit 
Brainley, Mr. - Bormlye 
Brown Mr. - Brewon or fiuroD 
Burleigh - Bruleigh 
BurrelT, Mr - fierrull 



Campbell - Campobcll 
Carew, Mr. - Cawer 
Carliilc.Earlof- Caifilel 
Carteret, Lord Quadrert 
' Caftres, Monl'. - Cahftreha 
Cavendilh - Candevifli 
Charles - Chorlo 
Chellerfield, Earl of - Caftroflct 
Cholmondeley, Earl of - SJioImlag 
Churchill - Chillchurch 
Cluticrbu:!;, Mr. - Cluckeibutt 
Cocks - Cofck 
Cfkr. Mr. . Q;joke 
Cooke - Cutiu) 



Cooper, Mr. -Quepur. 
Corbet, Mr. - Croteb 
Cornwall, Mr. - Carnivoll 
Cromwell - Clewmro 



Danes - Danians. 
Danvers - Dranevs 

Delawarr, Lord - Dcvarlar 
DL'vonfhire, Duke of - Dovenlhirc 
Digby - Dibgy 
Drake, Mr. - Dekra 



Earic, Mr - Eral 
Edmund - Emdond 
Edward - Eddr:iw 
EIiE.ibeth - E^iJa 
Erlltine, Mr. - Eferkin 
Eugene, Prince - Eunege 



Falconberg, Lord - Flacnobrug 
Falkland - Flakland 
Fanlhaw, Mr. - Fafhnaw ■ 
Fazakerly - Fakazeriy 
Fen\^■ick, Mr. - Fin week 
Ferrol - Ferlor 
Fos, Mr. - Ffaux 
Fraadi - Farncii or Frifcan 



Gage, Lord - Gega 
Gcort;c - Gorgenti 
GiUl^n, Mr. - Gibnob 
Gbua.lcr, Duke of ■ Gla.ire 
Cjodolp'iin, Lord - Golphindo 
Gore - Gero 
Gower, Lord - Gewor 
Crcnrilic, Mr. Gm-Ulen 
■ Gybbon, Mr. - Gybnub 



^ ^ 



*HE LIST or PICTITIOOS CHARACTERS. 



Halifax, Lord - Haxilaf 
Haddock, Admiral - Hodcaiid 
Huidafyd> Mr. - Ha&id>d 
Harding, Mr. - Hadiingc 
Hardwick, Lord - Hickrad 
Harrington - Hargrinton 
Hay, Mr, - Heagl 
Heathcote - Whethtoc 
Henry - lih'nrec 
Herbert - Hertteb 
Hcrvey, Lord - Heryef 
HeOian - H/efTean 
Hind Cotton - WWnd Cotnot 
Hindford - Honfryd 
{fintOD ' Hwentoa 
Hobart - Hobrat 
Holdemeile, Lord - Hodrelndk 
Hooper - Horeop 
Hofler, Admiral - Hozcri 
I&nve -Hewo 



lOay, Lord - Yali 
Ifham - I(hma 
Ilcbeftcr - ItchletTer 



J- 

I - Jcnkino 
John - jnan 
JofepK - Jofippo. 

R. 
Keene, Mr. - Knee. 



Tames - Jac 
Uvl - /el, 
Jenkins - J( 



MontroTc. Dnke of - Moiontolle 
Mordannt - Madronnt 
Morton - Motron 

N. 
NewcaiUe, Duke of- Nardac fccretaiy 
Noel - Neol 

Nonis, Admiral - NifrtnT 
Nugent - Netgun 

O. 

Ogle, Admiral - OIi^ 
Onflow - Olfwon 
Orange - Organs 
Ord, Mr - Whord 
Orford, Earl of - Orfrod 
Orleans - Olreans 
Ormond, Doke of- Omrond 
Oxford, Earlof-OdfroJt 
Oxenden - Odnexen 



Paxton - Pantox 
Pclham, Mr. Plemahm 
Perry - Pecrur 
Peterborough - Petraborauch 
Pitt, Mr. - Frit 
Plumer Mr. - Plurom 
Polwarth - Polgarth 
Portland, Duke of - Poldrani 
Powletc - Powltet or Pletow 
Pretender - Rednetrep 
Puffendorf - Pudcnferf 
Pulteney - Pulnub 

Qaarendoft - Quenardoa 



Ledbury, Mr. - Lebdtiry 
Lindlay - Lifnayd 
Litchfield - Littdiicld 
Lockwood ■• Lodowock 
Lombe - Lebom 
Lonfdale, Lord - Lodiheal 
Lovel - Levol 
Lymerick, Lord - Lyromidc 
Lyttlemn - Lettyltno 

M. 
MalboKingh, Duke of-ManroIburgh 
Malton, Lord - Matlon 
Man ley ~ Manety 
Uary - Marya. 



Rainsford - Rainsfrod 
Ramelies • Ramies 
Raymond - Ramonyd 
Robert - Retrob 
Rochefter - Roffen 

S. 
Saint Aubyn - St. Aybuo 
Satifbury - Snmra 
Samuel - Salvcm 
Sandwich, Earl of- Swandich 
Sindys, Mr. - Snadfy 
ScarboroHi^h, Lord - Sarkbrugh 
Scroop, Mr. - Screop 
Sidney, Lord - Sedym 

SelwiDr 



THB LIST or FICTITIOUS CHRACTERS. 



Selwin, Mr. - Slompjr 
Shaitlbury, Utrd - Sit.vfia.(bns 
Shippen, Mr. - Skei^a 
Sloper - Slerop 
Somen - Sofrem 
SomeHct - Sofermct 
Southwell - Suthewoll 
Stnfibrd - ScordraiT 
Stair • Stari 
Staniflau! - Stafinlani 
SnndoD - Soodun 

T. 
Talbot - Toblat 
Thomas - Tfahom 
Thojnlbn, Mr. - Thofmoa 
Tracey - Tryacc 
Trenchard - Trachnerd 
Trevor, Mr. - Tervor 
'J'uraer - Truron 
Twecdale, Marqids of - Tewelade 
TyrcoDDel, Lorn - Trinodeng 

V. 

ytxnoa. Admiral - Vcmxm 



Vmer, Mr. - Vyare or Venry 

W. 
Wade - Weds 
Wager, Admiral - Werga 
^yakefield - WafekeUd 
Waller Mr. - Welral . 
Walpole, Sir Robert - Walelop 
WaJpolc, Mr. - Walelop 
Walter, Mr. Gulbret 
Watkina, Mr. - Waknitt 
Wendovcr - Wednevro 
Weftmorcland - Weftromland 
William - Wimgtil 
WilHmot, Mr. Guillitom 
Winchelfea. Lord - Wichenfale 
Winn'mgton, Mr. - Wintituiong 
Wortley Mr. - Wolrefyt or Werotyl 
Wyndham- Gmndihm 
Wyim- Ooyn 



Y. 



VoKge - Yegon. 



9>tf Li/f cf fiaitious CharaSers ufed hy Cave /* i^mft *he 
Places that occur in bis Debates. 



Almanza - Almanaz 
America - Columbia 

Apifterdam - Amftrcdam 
Afchaffenburg - Aiciufnefburg 
^ullria - Aurifci 



Barbadoes - Bardofha 
' £arcdona - Bracolcna 
Brittany - Brateney 
Bavaria - Baravia 
BEenhcim - Blc^tneim orBIeiihem 
bourbon - Buorbon 
Brandenburg - Brangburden 
Brillol - Brnflit 
BrJtiua - LilUput 



Cadiz - Ca/id 
Cambridge - Gantar 
Caropechy - Capenchf 
Carolina - Candana 
Carthagena - Carthancga 
Cologne - Col^jone 
Commons - Clinabs 
Conneilicut - Contefticna 
CrclTy - Cerlfy 
Cuba - Cabu 



Dancram - Drnmark 
Dfttingen - D-ticncg 

Dunkiib - Donkivk 



Dutch - Belgian! 



THE LIST OF FICTITIOUS CHARACTERS. 



Munrter - Munftni 
Mul'covy - Maufqueeta 



Ed'nburgJi - Edina 
Europe - Degulia 



Flanders 



Georgia - Gorgentk 

Gerniany - Allcmanu 
Gibraltar - Grabliira 
GuaftolU - Gua Stalls 
Guemfey - Guenfrey 

H. 

Hanover - Hanevro 
Haveriham - Havremarfh 
Heffe CaiTel - Hyeffe Clellk 
Hifpanbla - Ibcrionola 
HoUand - Bel[;ia 
Hungary • Hungmland 

I. 
India - Idnia 
Ireland - leme 
Italy - Itlafcu 

. J- 

Jamsuca- Zamengol 
jncatan - Jutacas 

K. 

Leghorn - Lehgron 
London - Mildendo 

M. 
Miidrid - Mardit 
Malplaquet - Malpalqact 
Maraylce - Mardrykc 
Martinica - Maroitico 
Mediterranean ^ Middle Sca 
Minorca - Minocra 



New York - Noveborac 



Orkney - Orkvsn 
Orleans - Olre'ans 
Oftend - Odfien 



Parma - Par Ma 
Penfiivania - Penvafilia 
Poland - Poldrand 
Portugal - Luf tama 
Port Mahon - Port Mohan 
Pruffia - Parolhy 
Prague - Praga 

S. 
Sardinia - Sadrinia 
Schellembourg - Schemelbourr 
Seville - Sebfule 
Sicily - CUify 
South Sea - Pacific Ocean 
Spain - Iberia 
Streighis - Narrow Seas 
Sweden - Sivcfte 



Turkey - Korambec 
U. 



Vienna - Vinena 
Virginia - Vegrinii 



Weftminiler - Belfaborac 
"Wolfenbuttle - Wobentnffle 
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DEBATES 

IN 

PARLIAMENT. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

}>!evtmhtr iQ, 1740. 

VXOCEIDINCS ANb DEBATE, WITH RBGAKD Td tHE ftitt VOR 

PKOHtBITINO THE BlcPORTATlON ^F COftN, itC. 

OytbejlrJlJafg/ tht S09ntbh MajeJIj, inbUfpftthfremthtthnmf, 
rteimmenAJn ParBammt U anfidtr af famt gitd latv lepmmt tht 
gmoh^ mifcbuf af tb4 exptrtatm of tarn to ftrtign tsuntriti. 

On the ffU'th daj^ a 6ill /br p-tvinling ffr a ItmUi timt tht t3tpert4» 
tifn, fie. ivai rtad a frji time in the Mtuji tf Cfmmans, and tht 
fue/tim ptrty nbttttr it Jb»iM ht frintedy uHitb faffed in tht 
negative. 

Tbii day the agent fn- the eeUniei ef Penfyfoenta and Mtc Jer/ijy pre' 
finted a pttititH ageinfl tbt faid Corn Bii/j uibiei wai refirred to tht 
Ctmmittte. 

Jnatber petition was aife prefimted by the ageta fir the aUiTf tf Cen- 
neSicnty in New England, felting forth that the chief trade tf ibtU 
ttlony artfe from fupptyifig other Britip cehnici with torn, fo that un- 
left that alony he eneipied front the reflraints intended by this billy both 
that and tbofe whifh arefuppVed by it wiU be reduced to great difirefs^ 
endprojing therefore thai fuch exception may be allowed. 

Tbt aliegatitns in this peiitiin wefe confirmed by another, from one of tht 
provinces fvpplied by the colony of Conne£Hcut, 

Jnether petition was prefented hy the agent for South CprcUna, fetling 
forihy that anlefi tht rite produced in that province mere allmied to bt 
Vol. I. B txportidf 
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mpsrteJ, tie eeknf muft hi rulntd hj the irretrievahU hfi of titlr 
liihilt iraity at iht ceuntriti now fuppUed fram thence, might tajiiy' 
procure rite from the French fettUments ulreaij tot much their rivab in 
trade.' 

TJfo'i petition uiat fupparted hj anather^ tfftrtd of the fame time by tha 
nurehants ef Brijiol. 

j/ petition was likewift prefenied hy the agent for the fugar ijlands, in - 
which it was alleged, that if at provijions he imported thither frem 
Britain, they mit/i inane month fvffer the txtremilies af famint. 

All ihefe petitieni were referred to the Committee far the hill. 

J printed paper watdlfa delivered to the memhers, entitled, Canftderatiant 
m the Embargo, which enumirated many dangeraia taafeqitentet likely 
it he praduced by an embargo en previfiont^ and fuggijl'ed that it 

■'■ was nt belter thqn a wicied fcheme far private profit, with other re- 
jUSlions, for which the paper was deemed a libel, and the auther torn" 
. milted to prifon. 

The bill being read in the Committee, praduttd the following memarablt 
debate, 

MR. PULTNEYfpoke to this effea ;— Sir, after all the 
attention which has been bellowed upon the bill now be- 
fore us, I cannot yet conceive it fucb as can benefit the naitonv 
or fuch as will not produce far greater i n convent en cies than thofe 
which it ii intended to obviate, and therefore as ibofe inconveni- 
cncies may be prevented by other means, I cannot but declare that 
I am far from approving it. 

Our ancedors. Sir, have always thought it the great bufinefs of this 
houfe to watch againft the encroachments of the prerogative, and to 
prevent an increafc of. the power of the minifter, and the Commons 
have always been conGdcred as more faithful to their trufl, and more 
properly the repiefentatives of the people, in proportion as they 
hive con fid ered this great end with more attention, and profecuted 
it with more invariable rcfolution. If we enquire into the difFercnt 
degrees of reputation, which the feveral afiemblies of Commons have 
obtained, and confider why fomc arc remembeied with reverence and 
gratitude, and others never mentioned'but with deleft ai ion and con • 
tempt, we (halt always find that their conduct, with regard to tbi* 
lingle point, has produced their renown or their infamy. Thofe are 
always by the general fuffiage of mankrntl applauded as the patterns 
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tf their country, who have ftruggled with tht influence of the crown* 
■inil ibofe ctMidemned as trajrtors, who haVe either pronnoted it br 
anrcafonabic grants, of Teen it increafe by How degrees without re- 
finance. 

Itbas not indeed, Sir^ been always the pradice of minifters to 
Bake op^n demands of larger powers, and avow, without dirguife. 
their defigns of extending their authority ; fuch propofals would in 
former times hare produced no confequences but that of awakening 
the vigilance of the fenate, of raiJing fuTpicions againfl all their 
proceedings, and of embarraffing the crowa with peiitionsj ad* 
d relies, and impeachmeats. 

Tbey were under a oeceffity In thofe times of promoting theiC 
fchemes, ibofc fchemcs which fcarcely any tniniffry has forborn to 
■dopt, by more lecret and artful and filent metbo<ls, by methods ot 
diverting the attentioa of the publick toother objefls, and of mak* 
iog invi&ble approaches to the point in view, while they feemed to 
dired all their endeavour* to difcrent purpofes. 

But fuch. Sir, harebeentbeproofs of implicicconfidence, wblclt 
Ac adminifiration has received from this alTembly, that it is ooir 
comtnMi to demand unlimited powers, and to exped confidence 
without teftridion, to retiuire an imiilediaie pbftVffion of our efttitu 
byavoteof credit, or the fiJedire£lion of our trade by an »& (m 
prohibiting, during their ^eafure, the exportation of the product 
of our lands, 

U[fbn what inflaRces of ilQCommon' merit, of regard to the pubHck 
praffciitj, unknown in former time;, or of difcernment fuperiortp 
that of their moft celebrated predecefliifa, the prcfcnt minifieta found 
their new daims to fubmiffion and to uuft, I am indeed at a lofs 
todifcoTer; for however mankind may have determined goncernina 
the integrity of thofe by Whom tbe late memorable convention 
was tranfai^cd, defended, and confirmed, I know not that tbei^ 
wifdom has yet appeared by any inconteftable or manifell evi- 
dence, which may fet their abilities above quefllonj and (ut their re* 
putation for policy out of the reach of cenfure anfl enquiriei< 

The only aA, Sir, by which it can be difcovered that tbeyliava 
any degree o(' penetration pioportionate to their employments, is the 
•m^rgo liiely Jafd'upon provifions in Ireland, by which our enemiei 
have been tirrtely hihdred from fiirnKhirtg themtelves from our domi- 
aions witb oeceflaricf for tbeir armies iad tbeir tariu, and our feL> 
B a lew 
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low Tubje^ have been reftrained fcom ' expofing themfelvei to the 
ftiiferiesof famine, by yielding to the fempUtion of prefent profit s 
a temptation generally To powerful as to prevail over any dillant ia- 
tereft. 

Butas nothing is more contrary to my 'natural djfpolition, or more 
unworthy of a member of this houle than flattery, 1 cannot affirm 
that I afcribe this ufeful expedient wholly to the fagacity or the cau- 
tion of the miniftry, nor can I attribute all the happy eiFe^ produced 
by it to their benign folicituile for the publick welfare, 

I am inclined to believe that this ftep was advifcd by thofe who 
were prompted to confider its importance by motives more preva- 
lent than that of publicic fpirit, and that the defire of profit which 
has fo often didated pernicious meafures, has for once produced, 
in return, an expedient- juft and beneficial; and it has for once 
luckily fallen out, that Tome of the friends of the adminidration 
bare difcovered that the publick interefl wa» combined with their 
Own. 

It is highly probable, Sir, that the contradora for fupplying the 
navy with provifions, confidering with that acutenefs which a quick 
ftnfe of lols and gain always produces^ how much the price of vic- 
tuals would be raifed by exportation, and by confequence bow much 
of the advantage of their contrs£ls would be dimini(hei), fuggefled 
to the mrniflry the neceffity of an embargo, and laid before them 
thofe arguments which their own oblervation and wifdom would ne* 
ver have difcovered. 

■Thus, Sir, the minifiers* in that inllance of their condud, on 
which their political reputation mud be founded, can claim perhapl 
no higher merit, than that of attending to fuperiour knowledge, of 
complying with good advice when it was offsred, and of not refilling 
idemonflra'tioti when it was laid before them. 

But as I would never afcribe to one man the merit of another, I 
fhould be equally unwjtiing to detrai^ from due commendations^ 
and fliall therefore Tree ly admit, that not to reje^ good counfel is a 
degree of wifdom, at which I could not expcA that they by whom 
the convention was concluded would ever have arrived. 

But whatever proficiency they may have, made in the art of govern- 
Bcntliace that celebrated period^ however they may have encreafed 
4betr maxims of domcftick policy, or improved their luHMvledge of 
^McigQ aSuitf 1 cuaot j^iu fioiiCef* QiyCelf ftill incliacd to (onM de; . 
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gree of fufpicion, nor can prevail upon myfelf to fliut my eyes ai^ 
deliver up the publlcic and myfelf implicitly to their dire&'on. 

Their ftgacity. Sir, may perhaps of late have received fome im- 
provementt from longer experience, and with regard to their io- 
t^rity, I believe at leaft that it is not much diminifhed ; and yet I 
cannot forbear aUcrting the right of judging for myfelf, and of de- 
termining according to the evidence that fhall be brought before m«. 

I bave hitherto entertained an opinion that for this purpofe only 
we are deputed by our confiituenti, who, if they had repofed oa 
confidence in our care or abilities, would have given up long fia^e 
the vexationa right of contcKing for the choice of reprefeatativea. 
They would bave furaiOied the miniftry with general powcxi -to 
a& for tbem, and fat at cafe with no other regard to publick nu«- 
fiucs, than might incite then to animate with dieir applaufet U«e 
laudable endeavours of their profound, their diligent, and theic 
magnanimous governoun. 

As I do not therefore check any fufpicioDS io my own mind, I 
flull not eafily be reflrained from uttering them, becaule I know not 
bow I Ihall benefit my country, or alSft her counfeU by filent ma* 
ditationi. I cannot. Sir, but obferve that the powers conferred, by 
this bill upon the adminiflration are larger than the nation can Ikf^y 
rcpoTe in any body of men, and with which no man who con£deu 
to what purpofes they may be employed wilt think it conyenieat in 
inveO the negociators of the convention. 

Nor do my objefiions to this z& arife wholly froip my s|^rehen- 
fions of their condud, who are imrufied with the execution of it, 
but from my reflexions on the nature of trade, and the coriduA of 
thole nation* who are mofl celebrated fur commercial wifdom. 

it is well known. Sir, how difficult it it to turn trade back 
into its ancient channel, when it has by any means been diverted 
from it, and how often a profitable traffick has been loft for ever, by 
afhort interruption, or tempoirary prohibition. The refentmemof 
di&ppointed expectation*, inclines the buyer to feek another market, 
and the civility to which his new correfpondents are incited by their 
own intereft, detains him, till thofe by whom be was formerly fup- 
plied, having no longer any vent for their produSs or their wares, 
employ their labours on other manafa£tuies, or cultivate their tanda 
for other purpofei. 

B 3 Thus, 
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Thui, Sir, if thofe patlons who have hitherto been fupplied with 
corn from Britain, Ibould find a method of purchafing it from Den- 
mark or any other of the northern regions, we may bereaftcf fee our ' 
grain rolling in our ftotchoufea, and be burthened with provifiont 
'vhich we can neither confuAie ourfelves, nor fell 10 our ndghbours. 

The Hollanders, whore knowledge of the importance or flcill io 
the arts ofcbmmercvwill not be quelHoned, are fo careful toprefcrve 
the inlets of gain from obftruQIon, that they make no fcruple of 
fupplying ibetf enemies with their commodities, and have been 
"^Icndwn to fell at night thofe bullets which were next day to biTdif- - 
-(barged againR them. 

" - Whether their example. Sir, delerves our imitation I am not ablo 
'to determine, but it ottght at leaft lo be confidercd whether their 
conduft'wak rational «r not, atuflfhether they did not by a pielcat 
•«f il-, enfure tw advantage which orerbatanced it. 
■ There are daubtlefs, "Sir, fometimcs fuch exigencies as require to 
be complied with at tfaehazard of future proRt, but I am not certain 
that the fcarcity which is f«ar«d or ielt afprefent, is to be numbered 
«fflongft them % but,' however formidable it may be thought, thcra 
U furely no need of ii new law to provide againft it : for it ii one of 
thofe extraordinary incidents, on which the king has the right of 
exerting extraordinary power*. On occaGons like this the preroga« 
-life has heretofore operated very efiv^ally, and 1 know not that the 
■Jaw has ever reftrained it. 

It is therefore. Sir, in my opinion, mod prudent to determine no* 
ibirfg in fo dubious « queflion, and rather to ad as the immediat« 
■occafion Ihall require, than profecute any certain method of proceed- 
ing, or efEabliflt any precedent by an afl of the fenate. 

To redrain that commerce by which the neceflaries of lifeata 
diin-ibuted is a very bold experiment, and fuch as once produced an 
infurre^tion in the emptt^ of the Tufki, that terminated in the dcpfr* 
fition of one of their monarchs. 

I therefore willingly confefs, 9>N dut I know not bow to con- 
clude t I am unwilling to deprive the nation of bread, or to fupply 
our enemies with (Ireogth to b« exerted againft ourfclvct i but I am 
on the other hand afraid to rpQrain commerce, and to trtift the SU" . 
,|horsof the convention. 

Mr. Pblham rpoke^ext, to the following purport :— Sir, I Jim alt 

v»p in e)tpc£ii(ioR of improvemwt wi4 inftruftion when %h»t 

lentlfimaa 
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gentleman engages in any dircuflion of national queflions, on which ] 
he is equally qualified to judge by his great abilities and long expe- 
lience, by that popuUiity which enables him to found the fentimcnti 
of men of different interefts, and that intelligence which extends 
his views to difiant parts of the world ; but on this occallon I have 
found my expeflations fruftrated, for he has enquired without making 
any difcovery, and harangued without illufttaiing the queflion be- 
fore us. 

He has fatisficd himfelf. Sir, with declaring his fufpiciont with- 
out condefcending to tell us what defigns or what dangers he ap- 
prehends. To fear without being able to (hew the object of our 
terrors, is the laft, the moft defpicable d^ree of cowardice ; and to 
fufped without knowing the foundation of our own fufpiciont, is 
furelya proof of a {late of mind, which would not be applauded on 
common occaHons, and fuch as no man bu^ a patriot would venture 
to confefs. 

He has indeed. Sir, uttered fome very ingenious conceits upon 
riie late convention, has alluded to it with great luxuriancy of fancy, 
and elegance of diftion, and muft at lead confefs that whatevei may 
be its effc^s upon the intereft of the nation, it has to him been 
Tcry beneficial, as it has fupplied him with a fubjeft of raillery when 
other topics began to fail him, and given opportunity for theexer- 
cife of that wit which began to languifh for want of employment. 

What connc£lion his wonderful fagacity has difcovcred between 
the convention and the corn-bill, I cannot yet fully comprehend, 
but have too high an opinion of his abilities to imagine that To many 
infmuaiions are wholly without any reafon to fuppoit them. I doubt . 
not therefore. Sir, but that when fome fitter opportunity Ihall prc- 
fent itfelf he will clear their refeniblance, and branch out the paral- 
lel between them into a thoufand particulars. 

In the mean time, Sir, it may be proper for the houfe (o ex- 
pedite the bill, againft which no argument has yet been produced, 
and which is of too much importance to be delayed by raillery or in- 
Tcflives. 

Mr. Sandys fpoke next, in fublUnce as follows : — Sir, the Bill 
before us, as it is of to? great importance to be negligently delayed, 
is likewife too dangerous to be precipitately hurried into a law. 

It has been always the pradliceof this houfc to confider money- 
bills with particular attention, becaufc money is power in almoft 
B 4 the 
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the htgkeft ieptc, and ought not therefore to be given but upoa 
firong aflunuices, that it will be employed for the pnrpofei for 
which it is demanded, and that thofe purpolcs arc in thcnifclvet 

But if we conCder, Sit} tlie bill now before m, it will a^ar 
yet more than a money-bill, it will be found a bill for rcguUiin{r 
tbedifpofalof that, which it is the great ufeof money to procure, 
«nd is tKerefore Dot to be f^Scd intoalaw without a clofe attentioa 
toev«ry circumS^pce that may be combined with it, and anac* 
curate c»minatioti p[ »11 the confequences' that qiay be produced 
by it. 

Some of thcfe circumftinces or cwifequCnccs, it is the duty of 
every member to lay before the boufe, and I Ib^ll therefore propofea 
that the inducements to tbe difiMivery of any provifions illegally ex- 
ported, and the manner of levying the forfeiture, may be particularly 
difculled J for by a defei£l in this part, the regulation lately efta- 
blifhed by the regency, howeyer feafonablt;, produced tumults and- 
diftraSions which every good goverament ought lludiou(ly to obviate, 

Qy their proclamation. Sir, half tbe cota that Qiould be found de- 
figned far exportation was to be given to thofe who Ibould difcover ao4 
feize it- Tbe populace, alarmed at once with the dapger of a fa-*, 
nine, an() animated by a proclamatioii that put into their own hands, 
tbe mentis of preventing it, and the punishment of thofe from 
wboft; avarice they apprehended it, rofe in throngs to execute fa 
orateful a law. Every man. Sir, whofe diflrefs had exafpctated bim, 
was incited ta gratify bis refentmetit ; «vcry man, wbofe idteneri 
prompted him to matmaip hit family by methods more eafy than 
that of daily labour, was delighted with ibe profpe^t of growing rich 
on a fudden by a lucky fei^urci All the feditiQus and tbe profligate 
combined together ip the welcome cmploymeitc of violence and 
rapine, «nd when they had once raifcd their expeiBations there wa« 
Qo fqiall da tiger, lefl their impatience of difuppuintmept l^ould de? 
tcrminethem to conclude, thi)t corn, wherever found, wis defigne4 
for exportation, and to feize it as a lawful pri^e- 

Thus, Sir, by an impmdem regulation^ was every map's pro* 
perty brought into hazard, and his perfon expofed to the infults of 
a hungry, a rapacious, and ungovernable rabble, let loofc by a 
publick proclamation, and ^RWuraged to feargh tlQvfet *nd carriage^ 
k/tminiagjniny UWi 

^ L,.,....:..GoogIe'^'"* 
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That we mi^ not give occalion to violence and lajufiice of the 
iame kind, let ui carefully conGJer the meaTuret which are pi opofed, 
before we detenaine upon their propriety, and paf* 00 bill oa thia 
toiponant occafion without fuch ddibetatioo at may leave ua na- 
diiDg to change or Co repent. 

Mi. Eakj-e rpoke next to this cffcd :— Sir, notwithflanding tite. 
dangers i^hicb have been rcprcrented as likely to arife from aojr 
error in the profccution of this great afiair, I cannot but dectaiq 
my opinion, that ao delay ought to be admitted, and that not 
even the fpecious pretence of more exaS enquirie*, and miouM 
Confidcrationft, ought to retard our proceedings for a day. 

My inugination. Sir, ia perhapi, not fo fruitful as that of Ibam 
ertier members of this Houfe, and therefore they may difcorer 
napy inconveniencies which I am not able to conceive. But as 
every oian OHgbt to a£t from bis own conytdion, it is my ditfy tm 
urg< the jKceiSiy of palling this bill till it can be proved to me, that 
it will produce calamities equally to be dreaded with the coofe- 
^oeiKes of prou^iog our debates upon it, equal to the mi&rie* 
of 9 lamine, or the danger of enabling our enemies to flore 
their magazines, to equip their fleets, and visual their gairU 

(OQS, 

If it could be imagined, that there was in this aflemUy a fulge^ 
«f France or Spain, zealous for the fervice of his prince, and the 
profperity of bii countr)', I Ihould expe^ that he wo^ld fummon 
all l)i$ faculties to retard the prt^refs of this bill, that be would em- 
ploy all his (bphiftry to Aiew iu inconvenieacy and imperfe^ons, 
and exhauft his invention to fuggeft the dangers of hafte j and cer* 
(ainly he could do nothing that would more effeSually promote the 
intereft of his countrymen, or tend more to enfeeble and deprels the 
power of the Bfitilb nation. 

Xr this would naturally be the conduct of an enemy, it is un- 
peceJTary tQ prove thjtt we ckd only be fafe by a&ing in oppofition to 
it, and I think \t fgperfluou* to vindicate my ardour for promoting 
this bill, when it is (videqt that its deliy would be pleafing to the 
Spaniards. 

Mr- Byi.RB|. then fpoke at follows :— Sir, if this law be ntcefflary 
ytany time. It cannot now bt delayed, for a few days fpent in delibe- 
ntion, q>9y make it ineffcAual, and that evil may be paft of which 
Vf fit bcic cootririoz the preventioa. 

That 
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Ttiat njany c^ntrafls. Sir, /or the exportjlion of provifions are 
alicady made in all the maritiroe parts of ihc empire, is generally 
known i and it requires no great fagacity to diTcover that tbofe by 
whom they ^re made, and made with a view of immenfe profit, 
arc defirous that they may be executed ; and that they will foos 
compleat the execution of them, when (hey are alarmed with the 
apprehenfion of a bill which in a few days may take from them 
Dk power of exporting what they hare already collei^cd, and fnatcb 
. Iheir gain from them when it is almoft In their hands. 
' A bill for thefe purpofcs, Sir, ought to fall upon the contractors 
like a fudden blow, of which they have no warning or dread j 
againft whidt they therefore cannot provide any fccurity, and wbicb 
they can neither elude nor refift. 

If we allow them a Jbort time, our expedients will be of little 
benefit to the riation, which is every day impoverilhed by the ex- 
portaHon of the necefTaries of life, in fuch quantities, that in a, 
kw weelc9 the law, if it be pafled, may be without penalties^ 
for there will be no poffibility of difobeying it. 

f/r John Barnard fpoke next to the following purpofe : — Sir, t 
Cannot dlfcovcr the necelHtyof prefltng the bill with fuch piccipitation^ 
SIS muft neccflarily exclude many ufcfu! confid era t ions, and may pro- 
duce errors extremely dangerous ; for I am not able to conceive what 
inconvcniencies can arife from a fliort delay. 

The exportation of provifions from Ireland is at prefent (lopped 
hy the proclamation ; and the beef which was dellgned for other na- 
tions, has been prudently bought up by the contraflors, by wjiich 
thole murmurs have been in a great meifure obviated which natu* 
rally arife from difappointments and loflcs. 

There is therefore. Sir, no danger of exportations from that part 
of our dominions, which is ihc chief market for proviHons, and from 
whence our enemies have been generally fupplied : in Britain there 
is I'cTs- danger of any fuch pernicious traffick, both becaufe the 
fcarcity here has raifed all provifions to a high price, and becaufe 
merchants do not immediately come to a new market. 
- The bill, at Icalt, ought not to be palTcd without regard to the 
general welfare of our fellow fubjefts, nor without an attentive conli- 
ileratio'n of thofe petitions which have been prefented to us i petiiions 
not produced by panic apprehenfions of imaginary dangers, or diflant 
^rolpefts of inconrcRicncies barely poffiblcj but by thecei:ain fore- 

flght 
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Cght of immediate calunhies, the total (fcfiniAioo of trade, and the 
liidden defolattoo of flourilhing provinces. 

By prohibiting the cxponaiion of rice* welhall. Sir, In one year, 
icduce the colon/ of South Carolina below the polEbility of fubfift- 
tng; the chief product of that catintry, the produA which induced 
as ori^nally to plant it, and with which all its trade ii carried on, v 
fice. With lice the inhabitants of that province purchafe all the 
odwr oeccllartea of life, and among them the naDufaSurea of our 
own coanlry. Thia rice ii carried by our merchants to tHber parti 
of Europe, and fold again for Urge profit. 

That this trade is very importaat appears from the number of fliip* 
which it employs, and which, without lading, mull rot in the har* 
boari, if rice be not excepted from the geoeral prohibition. With- 
out this exertion, Sir, it is not eafy to fay what numbers, whole 
fiaiions appear very ditFerent, and whofe employments have no vi- 
fiblc relation to each other, will beatonceinvcJvcd in calamity, re- 
duced to fudden diftrefi, and obliged to feck new methods of fup- 
porting their families. The failor, the merchant, the fliipwright, 
the manufaSurer, with all the fubordi nations of employment that 
d^Mnd upon them, all that fupply them with materials, or receive 
advantage from their labours, almoll all the fubjeSs of the Britilh 
crown, muJl fufier at leaft in fonie degree, by the ruin of Carolina. 

Nor ought the danger of the fugar iHands, and other provinces, 
1e{s to alarm our apprehcnltons, excite our compalHon, or employ 
our conlidcration, fioce nothing is more evident than that by paSng 
this bill without the exceptions which their petitions propofe, we 
fliall reduce one part of our colonies to the want of bread, and con- 
fine the other to live on nothing elfe ; for they fublift by the ex« 
change of ihofe produfls to which the foil of each country is pecu- 
liarly adapted : one province aSbrds no corn, and the other fuppllet 
its inhabitants with corn only. 

The neceffityof expediting this bill, however it has been exag- 
gerated, is not fo urgent but that we may be allowed time fufficient 
CO confider for what purpofe it is to be palTed, and to recolleift that 
nothing is defigned by it, but to hinder our enemies from being fup- 
plied from the Britifli dominion* with provifions, by which the^ 
might be enabled mors powerfully to carry on the war againd us. 

To ihiidefign no objeflion has been made, but it is well known* 
that a (ogd end maj be defeated hy aa abfoid choice of meaas, and I 
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am not able to difcover how we (ball encreare our own ftrengtb, or 
^Biinifh that of our enemies, by compelling one part of our fellow 
fiibjcds to ftarre the other. 

it is ncceOary, Sir, to prohibit the exportation of com to tbe porta 
ttf our enemies, and of thofe oationa by which our enemies will be 
liipplicd, but furely it is of no ufe to exclude any part of our own 
dominioju from the privilege of being fupptied ftom another. No^ 
can any argument be alleged is defence of fucb a law, , that wilt 
Bot prove with equal force, that cOTn ought to remain in the fame 
granaries where it is now laid, that all the markets in this kingdom 
ftould be fufpended, and that no man Qiould be allowed to fell 
kead to another. 

There is, indeed. Sir, a poJ&bility that the liberty (or which I 
contend may be ufed to wicked purpofes, and that fome men m^ 
be incited by poverty or avarice to carry the enemy thofe provifions* 
which they pretend to export to Britilb provinces. But if we are 
to refufe every power that may be employed to bad purpofei, we 
mud lay all mankind in dungeons, and divefl human nature of all 
ka rights ; for every man that has the power of ai^ion, may fome- 
tuncs ad ill, ' 

It b, however, prudent to obllru£l criminal attempts even whea 
we cannot hope entirely to defeat them, and therefore I am of 
opinion, that no provifions ought to be exported without fome method 
of (ecurity, by which the governors of every place may be aifured 
that they will be conveyed to our own colonies. Such fecuriiies will 
cafily be contrived, and may be regulated in a manner that they {hall 
not be defeated without fucb hazard, as the profit that can b: ex- 
peSed from illegal commerce, will not he able to compenfaie. 

It is therefore. Sir, proper to delay the bill fo long at lead as that 
we may produce by it the ends intended, and diflrels ourenemiea 
more than ourfelves ; that we may fccurc plenty at home, without 
thedellruflion of our diflant colonies, and without obliging part of 
our fellow- fubjefls to defcrt to the Spaniards for want of bread. 

Mr. Bowles fpoke in this manner :— Sir, the necefHtyof except- 
ing rice from the general prohibition is not only fufficientty evinced 
by the agent of South Carolina, but confirmed beyond controverfy 
or doubt, by the petition of ^he merchants of Brifto), of which the 
jullice and reafonablenefs appears at the firft view to every man ac- 
qua'mced with tbe nature of commerce- 
How 
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. How much tbe ptovince of South- Carolina will be diftrefTed hf 
tbis prohibition, how fuddcnly the whole trade of that country will be 
at a ftand, and how immediately ihr want of many of the neccfTariet 
of life will be felt over a very conlidcrable part 'of the Britifli domt- 
Dioni» has already. Sir, been very pathetically repiefented, and 
Ytry clearly explained ; nor docs there need any other arguinent 
to perfuade as to allow the exportation of rice. 

But, ftom the petition of the merchants of BriRoT, it ap- 
pears that there are other reafons of equal force for this induJgcace, 
and that our regard for the inhabitant! of that particular province, 
bowerer ncccflary and juft, is not the only motive for compiyia^ 
with their requeft. 

It is Ibewn, Sir, in this petition, that the prohibition of ties 
will very little incbmmode our enemies, or retard their prepa- 
rations i for they are not accuftomed to be fupplied with it from ow 
plaoiaiions. We ought therefore not to load our rellow-fubjeAs 
with embarraiTmeiits and tnconvenicncies, which will not la any de- 
pee extend to our enemies. 

It appears,Sir, not only that a very important partofourcommeRe 
will he obftfu&d, but that it will probably be loft beyond recovery s 
for, as only a fnuU quantity oF the rice of Carolina is confunied at 
home, and the reft is carried to other countries,, it is eafy to con- 
ceive that thofe who fliall be difappointed by our merchants will 
procure fo ncccllary a commodity from other places, as there ai« 
many IVom which it may be ealily purchafcd ; and it is well Itnowa 
that trade, if it be once diverted, is not to be recalled, and there- 
fore, that trade whidi may be without difficulty transferred, ought 
never to he interrupted without the moft urgent neceflity. 

To prove. Sir, that there is now no fuch neccffity, by a long 
train of arguments, would he fuperfbious, for it has been fltewn 
already, that our enemies will not fulfer by the prohibition, and 
tiie miferies that inevitably arife from a ilace of war, are too nu- 
tnerous and oppreflive, to admit ofanyencreafe oraggravatton upoa 
trivial motives. 

The province of Carolina, Kr, has already fuffered the incoa- 
veoiencies of this war beyond any other part of his Majelly'i do- 
Binioos, as it is fituate upon the borders of the Spanilb dominions, 
•im) as it is wealthy the paucity of the inhabitants in proportion to its 
extent; kt tu tberefare pay a particulai regard to this peutton, Jeft 
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■mv aggravate tTie terror wbieb the ne^hbonrlKKid of a pownfol 
enemy oaturaty produeef, hj tbe fcvercr mircries of por cny sma 
' hm\rtc. 

Sir RoBEKT Walpole fp^e next in fabftance » follows '.-^tie^ 
iwthing t» more ibTurd than for thofe wbo dcchre on all oeca&onH 
witb great fc^emniCTt their ftncere zcat for tt>e fervice of ibe pnMtcfc. 
to protraA the debstes of this houfe t^ pcrfbnal invefiircs, and del^ 
t}ie profecution of the baSnefs of the nuion, by trivial objcAionSa 
iCpcated aftd; coDfnCation, aai perhaps after coaviStoa of tbcu io-' 
VaJidity. 

I need not oblerre flow inucli ticne wouTd be fparc^, vtS. how 
much the difpatchof afPairt would be fanlicatcd by the fupprcfiioa ' 
of tins p^dice, a pra£lke t^ which truth is Icvelte^ with f^fLoAtl, 
and knowledge with ignorance ; fince if (currtlrty and merrinK-nt are 
to determine as, it is not ncce&ry either to be hoocft or wife to ob- 
tain the fiiperiority in any debate, it will only be neceilJry'torailanJ 
fo laugh, which ooe man cnay generally perform witb as much fnc-' 
CC& a» another. 

The embargo in Ireland waa an expedient ib neccffary and timely, 
Aat the reputation of it is thought too great to be allowed to' the ad- 
Biiaiflration, of whom it has been for many years the hard fate, to 
fcear their aftions cenfured only becaufe they were not iht adions of 
orhetj, and to be reprclented as traytors to their country for dbin^ 
always wh» they thought bed thcmrelves, and perhaps fotnetimcs 
what was id reality approved by thofe who oppofed them. 

This, Sir, they have born without much tineafinefs, and have con* 
tented themfetves with the confcioufiiefs of doing right, in expe3a* 
lion that truth and integrity mull at laft prevail, and that the pru- 
dcnte of their conduiS and fuccefs of their mcafures would at laft 
evince the jufiice of their intentioas. 

They hoped. Sir, that there would be (bme occafions on wht'dl 
Aeir enemies would not deny the expedience of their counfels, and 
did not cxpcA that after having been fo long accufed of engroffing 
exorbitant power, of rejecting advice, and purfuiiig their own fcbemei 
wtib the mod invincrblc obllinacy, tbey Ihould be fuppofcd on a liid- 
iva to have laid afide their arrogance, to have defcended to adtqx 
the opinion*, and gi^e themfelves up to the diredion of others, only 
becaufe no objefiion could be made to this inftance of their condua.^ 

Hew unhappy. Sir, muft be the ftate of that maQ who it only aU 

towed 
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lowed to be a free agent, when he acts wrtJng, ^nd iVhol^' Riotisns', 
whenever thej' tend to the proper point, arefuppoled to be regulated 
b^ another I 

Whether fuch capricious cenfurers cxpefl that any regard Ibould 
be paid by the publick to their inveiSives, I am not able to determine, 
but I am inclined to think fo well of their underftandings, as to be- 
lieve that they intend only to amufe themfelvcs, and perplex thofc 
whom they profefs to oppofe. In one part of their kheme I know 
Dot but they may have fucceeded; but in the other it is evident how 
g;ciiually they have failed. It mull at leaft, Sir, be obfervcd of thefc 
great patrons of the people, that if they expe^ to gain them by ar- 
tificci like ibis, they have no high opinion of their dircernment, 
bbwerer thejr may ibmetimes magnify it as the la(t appeal, and high'* 
tf tribuna]. 

With regard. Sir, to the manneir til which the enAargo was latd^ 
and the expedients made ufe of to enforce the obfetvation of it, tbey 
were not the efiedt of a fudden refolution, but of long and delibe- 
rate refle£tion, affifled by the counfels of the moft experienced and 
judicious pcifons of both nations ; fo that if any millake was com- 
Biitted, it proceeded not from . arrogance Or carelelTnefs, but a com- 
pliance with rcafons, that if laid before the boufe, would, whether 
juft or not, be allowed to be fpeci^us. 

But, Sir, it has not appeared that any improper meafures have been 
pnrfued, or that any inconveniences have'aiifen from them which it 
was poffible to have avoided by a different condud ; for when an^ 
expedient fails of producing the end for which it was propofed, or 
gives occalion to inconveniences which were neither expetSed nor 
deligned, it is not immediately to be condemned ; for it might fail 
from fuch obllacles as nothing could furmount, and the inconveni- 
eodes which arc complained of might be the confequences of other 
caufes ading at the fame time, or co-opeiating, not by the nature 
of things, but by the practices of thofe who prefer their own incereft 
to that of their country. 

. But though it is, in my opinion, eafy to defend the conduct of the 
ninillry, I am far from thinking this a proper time to engage in their 
vindication. The important bufinefs before us, muft now wholly 
*"g>ge us, nor ought we to employ our attention upon the paft, but 
the future. Whatever has b:cn the ignorance or knowledge, wtiat- 
Crer tbe corriipiion or integrity of the miniftry, this bill is'equidlly 

ulctul. 



■rrful, eqvatly necefiary. The qnefiion U now coDCerning an a9 
«f the (mate, not of the mlniarf , »d4 the bill may proceed without 
obftniding ftittire examinations. 

If the btl). Sir, now before us be fe far approved as to be conceit 
ed of any real benefit to the nation^ ifit can at all cootribuie to tb« 
diftrets or difappoiotment of our encmiei, or tbe prrMntlon of thofe 
demeflic dilturbances which. are naturally produced by fcarcity anJ 
nitlery, there is no need of ar^ments to erince tb« neccffity <^ 
^fpatch in pafing it. For if thefe cffi;£l> are Vo be produced by pre. 
Tenting the exportation of pRwifioiU, and a law is neceflary lot that 
parpo&, it is certain tflat the law mu{l be enaficd. while our pnwt* 
fions are yet io our own bands, and before time has been given for 
tbe execution of ibofe coniiafi* which are already made. 

That contrads. Sir, are entered into for quantities that jafllf 
claim the care of the legiflative power, I have been informed by foch 
intdtigence a» I cannot fufped of deceiving me. In one fmal) town 
in the weflern part of this kingdom fifry thoufand barrels of com are 
fold hy contraA, and wilt be cxponed, if time be albwed for col- 
IcAing and Kirftipping them. 

• A few contn& like this will be fufficient to (lore an army with 
bread, or to furnifb garrilbns againft ibe danger of a fiege ; a few 
contraAs like this will produce a confiderabic change in the price of 
|>rovifions,,and plunge innumeraMe families into difirefs, who might 
finigglc through the prcTent dilGcnlties, which unfuccefsfttl harvefti 
bavc brought upon tbe nation, bad we not fold the gifts of Providence 
for petty gain, and fupported our enemies with thofe ^rovlfions which 
were barely fuScicnt for our own confumpiion. 

I have not heard many objefiions made againft the intention of the 
lull, and thofe which were offered, were mentioned with fuch diffi- 
dence and uncertainty, as plainly dewed, that even in the opinion of 
him that propofed them, they were of little weight; and 1 believe . 
they had no greater cfii:^ upon thofe that heard them. It may there- 
fore be reafonably fuppofcd that tbe propriety of a law to prevent the 
exportation of viduals is admitted, and furdy it canbenoqueftion, 
whether it ought to be ptefied forward, or to be delayed [ill it will be 
of no efftS, 

Mr. Fazakeklt fpoke next to tbis tffeQ : — Sir, as the bill now 

' under our confideration is entangled with a muUitudc otcircumflancei 

too important to be pailcd by without eonddcrationi and too nu- 

L ._ t'.00.(l? 
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tncTODS to be fpeedily examined j u its effeas» whether frfutary or 
pernickniia muft extend to many nations, and be felt in a few wceki 
tothe remote^ parts of tiie dominJontof tiritain, I cannot but think, 
that they who (6 much prcfi for expedition on this occafion, confule 
rather their paffions riiin their reafon, that they difcoVer rather en- 
tfcuflafin than zeal, and that by imagining that ihcy have already tra- 
ced the eflfefls of a ]aw like this to their utmoft extent, they difcovec 
jather an immoderate confidence in their own capacity, than give 
any proofs of that anxious caution, and deliberate prudence, which 
true patrioiifm generally produces. 

There ii another method, Sir, of proceeding more proper on thia 
occafion, which hasbeenalready pointed out in thisdebate,a method 
ofexerting the prerogative in a manner allowed by law, and cftab- 
lifiied by immemorial precedents, and which may therefore be re- 
vived without affording any room f<?r jcaloufy or complaints. 

An embargo impofed only by the prerogative may be relaxed or 
enforced as occafion may require, or rcguhted according to the ne- 
ceffity arifing from particular circumftances t circumRances in them- 
fclves variable, and fobjeft to the influence of a thoufand accidents, 
and which therefore cannot be always forefeen, or provided againll 
by a law pofitiva and fixed. 

Let us not fubjeA the commonwealth to a hazardous and oncer- 
Iain fecuiity, while we have in our hands the means of producing the 
fame end, with lefa danger and inconveniency; and fince we may ob- 
viate the exportation of our corn by methods more Ipeedlly effica- 
cious than the forms of making laws can allow, let us not qpprefs our 
fcilow-fuljeds by hally or imprudent meafures, but make ufe of tem- 
porary expedients, while we deliberate upon the eitablilLment of a 
more lalling regulation. 

Mr. Camfbhll fpoke to the following, purpofe :— Sir, That 
an embargo on merchandize or proviljons may, upon fudden emer- 
gencies or important occafions, be impofed by the prerogative, cannot 
be doubted by any man whofe ftudies have made him ac<]uainted 
with the extent of the regal power, and the manner in which 
h has been exerted in all ages. The chief ufe of the prerogative 
is to fupply the defers of the laws, in cafes which do not admit of 
long confuliations, which do not allow time to convoke fenates, or 
enquire into the fentiments of the people. 

For this reafon, in times of war- the_ imperial power is much ea- 
VoL. I. ' C '"8«l,c 
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Jar^fc), tad has ftill a greater extent as exigenciei ue more preffing. 
If the natioo ii invaded by a foreign force, the authority of the crown 
is almoft without limits, the whole nation is confidered bb an army 
of which the king is gen«al» and which he then governs by martial 
laws, by occafional judicature, and extemporary decrees. 

Such, Sir, is the power of the king on particular emergencies, 
and fuch power the nature of human affairs muft fometimes re<[uire j 
for all forms of government arc ihtended for common good, and 
calculated for the' eftabliflicd condition of mankind, but muft. be fuf- 
pendcd when they can only obftruft the purpofcs for which they 
were contrived, and muft vary with the circumftances to which they 
were adapted. To expcfl that the people Ifaall be confulted in 
qucftions on which their happincfs depends, fuppofcs there is 
an opportunity of confulting them without hazarding their lives, 
their freedom, or their poffeffions, by the forms of deliberation. 

The ncceflity of extending the prerogative to the extremities of 
power, is, I hope, at a very great diftance from us } but if the dan- 
ger of the exportation of viftuals be fo urgent as fome gentlemen 
have rcprefcnted it, and fo formidable as it appears to the whole 
nation,, it is furely icquifite that the latent powers of the crown 
fliould be called forth for our proteaion, that plenty be fecured 
within the nation, by barring up our ports,, and the people hindered 
from betraying themfelves to their enemies, and fquuidering thofb 
blelHngs which the fertility of our foil hae beftowed upon them. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied in the following manner:— Sir, it 
is {o unufual among the gentlemen who have oppofed my opinion to 
recommend an exertion of the regal au;hority, or willingly to intruft 
any power to the adminiflration, that, though they have on this oc- 
cafion exprefTed their fentimems without any ambiguity of language, 
or perplexity of ideas, I am in doubt whether I do not miltalce their 
meaning, and cannot, without heiitatlon and uncertainty, propolfe 
the motion to-which all their arguments feem neceflarily to conduft 
me, arguments of which I do not deny the force, and which I fball 
not attempt to invalidate by flight objeftion*, when I am convinced in 
general of their reafonablenefs and truth. 

The ncccffity of that difpatch which I have endeavourerf to 
recommend, is not only univerfally admitted, but atBrmed^ to 
be fo preding, that it cannot wait for the folemnity of debates, or 
the common forna of paffiog Uw>>. The danger v^hich is every 

moment 
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nomcnt enCT«aGng, retgutrei, in the opinion of thefe gentlcBwn, to 
be obviated by extrajtrdiiury mnTutCB, uid th» pcfnicious com- 
merce, wbicb ihrcBtent tbe diftnA of the community, is to be re- 
ftnined by an immediats »£k of the prerogative. 

If this bs the (pinion of the houfe, it will be necelTlry to lay it 
before bia majefty by a regular addrefs, that the nation may be con- 
▼ioced of tbe neceffity of fucb extraordinary precautions, and that 
the embargo may be impofed, at once with tbe expedition peculiar to 
dc^ick power, and the authority which can bcconfcrred mlyby 
ftnatoriai fanfiions. 

Whether tbia is the intention of the members, from whofe decla- 
ntiona I have deduced it, cai> only be difcovered by themfelves, who, 
if they have any other fcheme in view, muft explain it in clearer 
cenni, that the houfe may deliberate vpon it, and rejed or adopt ir, 
according to it* conformity to the lawi of out country, and to tb» 
prefent Bate of our affair*. 

Mr. PoLTBMET fpokeibua:— Sir, whatever maybe the meaning 
of other gentlemen, who muft undoubtedly be left at full liberty to ex-> 
plun tbeir own expreffiona, I will freely declare, that I am fufficiently 
vnderftood by the right hon. gentleman, and thai, in my opinion, no 
remedy can be applied to theprcfent diftemperof the nation, adiftemper 
by which it i* hourly pining away, by which its viuls are impaired, anj 
tbe neceflary nourifliroent withdrawn from it, that will operate with 
fofikient eflkacyand fpced, eicept an embargo be impofcd by the 
fren^tlve. 

That this opinion, if received by the houfe, muft be the fulled of 
an addreli. is in itfelf manifeft, and the reafon for which an em* 
largo is required, proves that an addrels ought not to be delayed. 

I cannot omit thisopportunity of remarking, how plainly it muft 
BOW appear that many of ub have been unjuftly charged with ob- 
ftruding the progrefs of the bill for perniciou* purpofcs, with views of 
raifing difcontents in the nation, of expo&ng the adminiftration to 
fablick hatred, of obftruAing the meafurea of the government, 
or hindering the fuccefa of the war, when we have receded 
Jrom OUT general principle*, and fufpended tbe influence of our 
cfiaUiOted maxims, for the fake of facilinting an expedient which 
may promote tbe general advanuge, by recommending hi* majefty 
Co tbe aft^ons of hi* people. 

Mr. PXLHAU here replied to thii cffed;— Sir, I am far from 
Q 2 blanuog 
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blaming any gentleman for aflcTting, en all occaPions, the integrity of 
hia defigns, ordifplaying the reafonableners of his condtid; and ^ 
what 1 do not difapprove I fhall not decline the imitation. 

It is not uncommon, in the heat oFoppofition, while each man a 
convinced of his own honedy, and firongly perfuaded of the truth of 
his own pofitions, to hear each party accufed by the other of dtfigns 
detrimental to the publick intcrcfl', of protradtng debates by artful" 
delays, of ilruggting agatnft their own conviAion, and of obfcuring 
known truth by objections which difcover thcmrelves to be without 
force. 

Thefe accufations, which are on both fides frequent, are, I hope, 
on both fides generally falfej at leaft it muftappear on this occalioo, 
that thofc who prefs the bill had no views of ilrengthening their party 
by a viflory, of wearying their opponents by obftinacy, or of pro^ 
mating any private purpofes by a new law; fince an expedient, by 
which time may be gained, and the avowed end of haftening this 
necelfary bill fecured, is no Iboncr propofed on one part, than received 
on the other. 
jlt the tbfe of the debate, a farm tf an addrefi was prapefcd by Mr. 

Cluttcrbuck j which, being apprwed by the heufi, was prtfented to bit 

mgjijiy: and an embargi was laid m all prttvijians acecrdingly. 
Ontbt 17/i day ef Jilting the houft procttded aniht bill fur preventing ex~ 

portatien j and ordered an aieount of the urn which had been exptrtid 
■ fi^fi^ jiMH laft pofl to be laid before the commttee. 
^he heufe alfi addrejjed his majtfly to take off the embargo onjhips laden 

withfijb or rice, which his majefly had before ordered to he done. 
On the »jfi the Corn Bill was again the fubjeSI of deliberation, andfnu 

einmdments Uitrt offered by Mr. Sandys, containing not only c)ccepii:ns 

efriet andfijh, which had been before admitted, but Hkewife of butter, 

as aptrijhable commodity, which, if it were not allowed to be exportedt 

weuld eorrupt and become njelefs in a fhort time. 
He proposed Ukewife, that the two i/ands of Jerfey and Guernfiy might 
cittiinue to beJuppUed, with certain reftrtlf ions, from the port of Soatb- 

empton. 
Jt was propofed /iiewifej in favour effome ether colonies, that they might 
receive provijioni from Britain, lejl there fiiould be a necfffity for the 
inhahiiantt ef thofe provinces toabandon their fettlifnents. 
The penalties of this law, and the manner in icbich thtyfiould be recovered 
and applied, Wirt liknviftfettkd en this day. 

Hevtmbtr 
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Navtmher 25, I749> 
The canftderetien of the Cam Bilitvat refumed; and ll uiai farticularfy 

debated frem ^fihat time it fiauld cemmtHity wbitb ftme if the numhirt 

were indined to fix att Ihe ()tb day ef the fiffion, en which ateafian 

Mr. ChWfVKiA. jpakeatfaUmui: 

Sir, that the laws may be obfervcd by the nation without daily 
violence and perpetual compulfion, that our determinations may bs 
received with reverence, and the regulations which we eftablilh con- 
fnocd by the concurrence of our conftituents, it is neceflary that we 
endeavour to preferve their cftecm, and convince them that th« 
publick profperity may be fafely trufted in our handt. 

This confidence is to be gained as well in high flations, u in lower 
conditions, by large alTemblies as by individuals, only by a conftaot 
pra^ice of jullice, and frequent exertion of fuperior wifdom. When 
any man finds his friend opprcffivc and malicious, he naturally with- 
draws his affir^ons from himj when he obferves him advancing ab- 
furd opinions, and adhering to them with obllinat^ incapable of 
convidioD, he falls unavoidably into a diftruft of his underftanding, 
and no longer pays any deference to his advice, or conliders his con- 
A\x8t as worthy of imitation. 

In the fame manner. Sir; if the legiflativc powers fliall, in tnalcing 
laws, difcover that they regard any motives before the advantage of 
their country, or that they purfuethe publiclcgood by meafuresinade- 
(]uate and ill-concerted, what can be expeSed from the people, but 
that they Oiould fet up their own judgment in oppofition to that of 
. their governors, malce themfelves the arbiters in all doubtful queftions, 
. and obey or difrcgard the laws at difcretion ? 

If [his dafiger may arifc from laws Jnjudicioufly drawn up, it may 
furcly be apprehended from a compliance with this propofal ; a pro- 
pofal that the operation of the law Should commence eleven days be- 
fore the law iifelf is in being. 

I have hitherto, Sir, regarded it as a principle equally (rue in po- 
litics as in philofophy, that nothing tan a£l when it does nat *xifl\ 
and I did not fufpeft that a pofition fo evident would ever ftand in 
need of a proof or illuftration. 

We live indeed in an age of paradoxes, and have heard feverat 

notions ferioufly defended, cf which fome would, not many years 

ago, have condemned their abetter to a prifon or a madhouCe, and 

would have been beard by the wifefl of our anceflors with laughter or 

C 3 detefiation; 



dcteftation; but I Hi not expeA thit tlte moft hardy innovator 
would hive flioclMd mjr underftanding with i pofition like thh, or 
have aflefted that t law may operate before it it made, or before it is 
projeded. 

That where there U no law there ts no trangireflSon, is a maxim not 
only eftabliAed by utaiverfal content, but in itfelf evident and unde- 
niable ; and it is, Sir, furely no lefs certain, that where there is nd 
tranrgreiTion there can be no punlAmenc. 

If a man may be puniAied, Sir, by a law made after the fad, how 
can any nnn coneltide himfetf fecure from the jail or the gibbet? A 
man may ea£ly find meant of being certain that he has offended no 
law in being, but tbtt will aflbrd no gjeat fatisfa^lion to a mind na- 
turally limoroui i finc^ • law hereaftn- to be made, may, if thia 
nxKion bo fuppofed reafonable, lake cognizance of his anions, and 
how he can know whether he has been eijually fcrupulout to obfeivs 
the future ftttutes of fuoire fenatea, he will find it very difficult to 
determine! 

Mr. Pklham role aikd fpoke thus : — Sir, notwitbftanding the ab* 
furdity which the honourable gentlenan imaginei himfelf to have dif* 
covered in this propofal, and wb'ch he mud be confcffed to havs 
- placed in a very Orong light, I am of opinion, that it may with very 
little cOB&derttion be reconciled to reafen and to juftice, and tliat the 
wit and fatire that have been fo liberally employed, will appear to 
bave been loll in the air, without ufe and without injury. 

The operation of the law may very prt^ierly commence from the 
day oB which the embargo wzi laid by his majeflv's proclamation, 
which furely was not ilTued to DO purpofe, atid which ought not tobv 
difoheyed without punifliment. 

Sir John Barnakd fpoke next to this efft& :— Sir, I cannot but 
befomcn^iatfufprifed, that a gentleman fok>ngconvetfantin national 
affairs, fliould not yet have beard or kaown the difiisrence between 
« proclamation and a penal law. 

By a proclamation his majefty may prevent in fame cafes what be 
cannot punifli t be may hinder the exportation of our com by ordering 
fliips to be Rationed at the entrance of our harbours ; but if any 
ihould efcape with prohibited cargoes, be can inflii^ no peoaltica 
upon them at their return. 

To enforce this prohibition by the fandion of punifliments i> thd 
intention of ihe prefeat bill> but a proclamatioa can make nothing 

cximiBal> 
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criminal, and it ia unjaft and aUtiid to punifh an adion which was 
kgal when it wat done. 

The law ought. Sir, in my opinion, not to commence till time 
k allowed for dirperfing it to the utmoft limit! of (hit ifland ; for as 
k ii DDFealbnible to puniOi without law, it is not more equitable to 
pimifli by a law, of which, they who bare unhappily broken it, . 
nald have no intelligence. 

A fMitf e day wai agreed tt>. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Dtcmbtr 2, 1740. 

BEIATE RElATIHG TO A tEDITIOUj PAPEft OF THE SAME 
KINO WITH THE CONSIDEEATIONl OK THE EMBAECO OH 

raonsioHs. 

ZirJ ThomsoV tui mtia tfa paptr tubich bt bad In bis htad, end fati 
bt reetivtd h at tht dear, lubire it was given ts lb* mimbtrs at tbty came 
in, mdf amplainini tf it as an indlgnitj offired ta tbt bmfty defiftd 
tbat it taigbt bt read, iH>icb being dant^ bt rafe up, etndfpokt infub- 
Jltmu ei f^hwi : 

Sii, the crime of exafperating the people againft their governon, 
of laifmg difconteot, and exciting murmurs in a lime of general 
danger, and of anempting to reprefeat wife and falutaiy meafure), 
Irliich have received the approbation of the wbcle legillaiure, as 
mean artiiices, contrived only td raife the fortunes of fome favou- 
tiies of the miniftrr, ahd aggrandize ihc officers of ftate by the mi- 
feriei of the people^ is a crime too enormous to require or admit any 
a^ravatios from rhethoric, and too dangerous to hope from any ex- 
Cufe from candour and lenity. 

To reader hear thit paper itfufiicient for a full convi^on of its per* 
nkioui tendency, and of the malice of its author ; a charge not lixed 
■pon particular expreffions capable of a doubtful meaning, and which 
heat or inadvertency might cafually have produced, but fupported by 
the general de(ign of the whole paper, and the continued tenor of 
the argament, which is evidently intended to (hew, that an ad 
of government, which cannot but appear necelfary and feafonable 
in the pteleot ftlK of our a.Tairs, an ad ratilied by the concurrence 
C+ . of 
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of all the powers of the legiOature* is nothing but a fcheme of ira- 
rke to grow rich by oppreffion. 

' Nor is ibis fcandalous libel written with more confidence and infb- 
lence than itisdifpcrfed. l^ot content, Sir, with vilifying the fto- 

.ceedingsof the flate, the author bat indiiftrtou'lly publilbcd his d- 
lumny at our door : the time has bceo when defamation fkulked in 
fecret, and calumnies againtl the government were dirperfed bjr 
whifpers or private communication j but this writer adds infulu to 
bis injuries, and at once reproaches and defies us. 

I beg leave to movo, therefore, that the houiedocenfurethiijMper 
as '* a malicious and fcandalous libel, highly and injurioufly refled- 
ing upon a juft and wife aH of his nujefty's government, and alfo 
upon the proceedings of both houles of fenatc ; and tending to 
create jealoufics in the minds of the people." I ajfo move, " that 
the author majr be ordered to attend, 19 be (xamined at our bar.". . 

' ' [This was unanimouHy agreed to by the houfe. The Joor-kcepcr 
was called in, and being (hewn the paper, was afked from whom hs 
received |t ? who anfwered, that he believed the perfon who deli- 
vered it to bim, was then detained in one of the committee rooms, 
upon which he wa» ordered taloolc for, an<J fetch him to the bar. 

Mr. Sandys, talcing notice that the perfon was already in cuftody, 
f^id, (hat he Ibould be glad to know by what authority. I[ was not 
reafonable to puniOi fitft, and judge afterwards. 

Upon which Sir Pf. T^nge replied, that he had caufed him to be 
delilned, in order to know the pleafure of the houfe; and that he 
thought ft his duty to fecurc fo enormous an offender from efcaplng. 

Soon after the door-keeper brought the man in,' when be dectarcd, 
upon examination, his name, and bis profeflion^ which was that of 
a fcfivcner, and owned, with great opennefs, that he was th? au- 
thor of the paper. He was then afted, who was the printer, and 
'■ anfwered, that he printed it himfelf. Which he exptainej after- 
wards, by faying, that as he had carried it to the printer's, he might 
be bM, In the general acceptation of the term* as applied to an 
author, to be the printer. He then difcovcred the printer, and was 
afked, where was the original manufcript, which he (aid b? h*i 
denroyed, as he did any other ufclefs paper. 

It having been ohferved by fome of the members, that it was 
printed in one of the daily papers, he was afked, who carried it 

tttiiher,' »nd aafffcicd, that he carried it bimrelf. It was then dc- 

nitnded« 
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siaiKled, what he gare for having it inferted, aad be anfwered 
that h« gave nothing. 

After many quefHons, Mr. Henry Archtr dcliretl that be might be 
■&ed. Whether 00 the FrkUy before he was in the gallery? at 
which Ibme of the m«nbers exprdled their difapprohatJon, and the 
Bun being ordered to withdraw, the following debate cnfned upoa 
the propriety of the queftion.] 

Mf. Sandys fpoke iirft in fubftance a* fotlowi : — Sir, thoTe who are 
cntrufted by their country with the authority of making laws, ought 
yodoublcdiy to obferve them with the utmoft circumfpcflion, Idl 
diey Ihoutd defeat their own endeavours, and invalidate by thek. 

.ocample their own decreet. 

There is no part, Sir^ of our civtl conftitution more facred, none 
that has been more revered by thcrfe that bare trampled upon other 
fbnnsof juftice, and wantoned in oppreffion without reftraint, than 
tbat privilege by which every Briton is exempted from the oecelfity 
of accufing himfelf, and by which be is intitled to lefufe an aafwer 

■Co any queftion which mav beaOted, with a view to draw from him a 

-confeffion of an offence which cannot be proved. 

Whether this great privilege. Sir, is not violated; whether thi: 
unalienable right of a free fubje^ is not infringed, by the queflioa 

-put to theperfon at our bar, the houfe mull decide. The punifhment 
to which intruders are fubje^t by the orders of this houfe, proves that 
his prefence in the houfe is confidered as a crime, of which, as wc 
have no proof of it, a confeffion ought not to be extorted by an art- 
ful and infidious qucflton, of which he may not difcover the inten- 
tion or the confcquence. Such treatment. Sir, is rather to be ex- 
pefled by (laves in the inquifition of Spain, than a Briton at the bar 
of this houfe ; a houfe inftiiuted to preferve liberty, and to reftraia 
injuftice and oppreffion. 

Mr. Campbell fpoke tKXt to this efie£l : — Sir, I cannot but con- 
cur with the (pinion of the Honourable Gentleman, that, in re- 
quiring ananfwer to this quedion, wc (hall expofe a man to a punifh- 
ment againft whom we have no evidence but what ts extorted from 
bini(elf; and confequently no knowledge of his crime upon which 
we can proceed toinfli^cenfuresor penalties, without the manifeft 
infra^ion of our conOitution. 

It cannot be imagined, Sir, that he intends to confefa himfelf 
guilty of a crime of which no proof has been brought, or that he 
will voluntarily fubje^ binrelf topunUhinents. It muft-* therefore. 
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fottov that he ii intrippad in his examiitation, by an artifice, w)ikk> 

1 hope, wilt never find any countenance in thti houfe. 

Mr. WiNKlNGTOH anfwered to the following porpole: — Sir, it 
n not impoffible that the honoufable gentlemen, having not lately 
looked into the orderi of the houfe, may miftake the tendency ai 
tkequeftion; I therefore move, that the order majr he r«ad. 
[7'ib erJtr hting read by the cUri, be froeetdtd.] 

It ia evident. Sir, that, by the order nov read, the feijeant at 
•rns attending on this houfe, nuy talce into cuftody all ftrangers 
Ihat fliall be found in the houfe or gallery vrhile we are aflcmbled ; 
uid that thisorder is not always put in praSice, muft be attributed to 
the lenity of the houfe. But that this order extends to pafl offcnco* 
and fubjc£ts any maa to ioiprifonmcnt far having been prefeot ia fome 
foroDcr day, cannot be conceived. 'For how far may fuch a rctro- 
fyeSt be extended i or at what lime after having intruded into the 
houfe, can any man prefume to confidec bimfelf as exempt Smu ibe 
danger of imprifonment ? 

Our order, Sir, only decrees prefeht puniOiment for prclent of^ 
fences, and therefore the queftion alked by the honourable gentlo* 
nan, may be inMed on without fcrupte, and anfwered without ha- 
zard. Let then the honourable gentlemen referve their laudable zeal 
forourcontlitution till it fhall be invaded by more important occaflens. 

Mr. Sandys replied : — Sir, what viflory the honourable gentle- 
man imagines himfelf to have gained, or whence proceeds all bia 
wantonnefs of exulution, 1 am not able to difcover. The queflion 
imly relates to the interpretation of one of our own orders, and is 
therefore not of the higheA importance ; noi can his fuccefs in fa 
trivial a debate entitle him to great applaufe from others, or produce, 
in a perfon of bis abilities, any uncommon fatUfadion to himfelf. 

But whatever may be the pleafure of the viflory, it mufl at leaft 
be gained before it can be celebrated ; and it is by no means evident 
that he has yet any reafon to aflure himfelf of conquefl'. 

His interpretation. Sir, of the order, which he has fo confidentiy 
laid before the houfe, fcems to me to have no foundation in reafon or 
juAice ; for if it be an oflence agiinA the houfe to he prefent at oar 
confultations, and that offence be juflly punifliable, why fliould any 
man be exempt from a juft cenfure hy an accidental efcape ? or what 
makes the difierence between this ciime and any other, that this akine 
nuft be immediately punilhed, or immediately obliterated, and that 
a Ittckj flight is equivalent to innocence .' 
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It hfiifdfi Sir, noK ratiooal to believe, diit the UattCc mif punifli 
aay Weach of its ordcn «t « diftuit time, that if our ccnfure « 
voce dvded, it n»7 be aftermrdB eaforccd { and, therefore, that the 
qtMAion put to the perfon at the bar ought not to be afked, becaiile it 
caaaot faJeljr be anrwerad. 

Ur. PuLTCMEV rpokeoextin words to tbUeffeft: — Sir, IcanoaC 
but conceive that our order, may extend its influence beyond tb? pre 
feat OMineat, and that intrufioos may be puniQicd by the bouie «■ 
aaotber day than that on which they were committed. 

I am fo far. Sir, from being-of opinion, that, to make the execa- 
tioa of thii order valid, the houfc mull fit without interruption fron 
Ae lime of the offence to that of the puniibment, that if the gentle- 
men in the gallery were to be taken into cufiody, I fbouMadvifeths 
fcrjcant to wait till the houfe (hould break up, and leize themw 
ibey AiDuld oeme out. 

Sir William Yokoi fpoke next i« the manner following 1 — Sir, 
if any fuch puniAmtent were now intended, I flioukf advile the gen* 
tlcoKR in the gallery to retire, indeed, but not to bide tbcmielvca 
like felons, or oten profcribed by proclamation; for as the power of 
foxing aoy man in the boufe is fufficient to fecure us from iatrufion, 
there is no icafon to extcad it farther; and penalties aic not witho«c 
reafon to be inflified, neither has the houlc ever coveted the power 
of oppreffing ; and what clfe is unneceflary puntfbmcat f 

If, therefore, an intruder is not fcized in the a^ of intru&oa, be 
cannot legally be imprifoned for it. And any of the Grangers wbq 
DOW hear this debate may retire to a very fmall diflancc from the 
boale, and let the feijcant at arms at dcGince. 

Sir RoBKKT Walfolb then fpoke to this efie^l : — Sir, whether 
tbe queAioii be proper or not, it feems very unncccflary to debate : 
becaufe, however it be anfwered, it cannot be of great importance; 
the man has already confelTed himfelf the author of the libel, arnt 
may, therefore, be punifbed without farther examination. 

Titat be is the real author, Sir, I am not indeed convinced by his 
afiertion, with whatever confidence it was made ; for fo far as hi$ 
appearance enables me to judge of his education and fphcre of life, 
it is not probable that be Ibould be much verfed in political enquiries, 
or that be Oiould engage in the difcullion of queftions like this. 

There appears. Sir, In tbe paper before us, a more extenlive know- 
ledge of fa£ls, a more accurate attention to commerce, more arlful 
tufotiiDg, and a more derated flile, than it ii leafenable to expeA 

from 
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from this man, vhom, without prfetendiitg to determine the limiti 
or his capacity, or the compafs of hi) knowledge, I am, for my part. 
Inclined to look upon as in agent to fume other perron of higher fts- 
tion, and greater accomplilhments. 

It is not uncommon. Sir, for gentlemen ^ exercife their abilities 
and employ their pens upon political queftions, and when they have 
produced any thing, which their complaiJiince for themfelres equally 
hinders them from owning and fupprelling, they arc known to pro- 
cure fome perfon of inferior rank to take upon him in publick the 
chara^ler of the ailthor, and to ftand the danger <^ the profecution, 
contenting thcmfelves with the applaufe and admiration of their che^ 
fen friends, whom they truft with the important fecrct,. and witli 
whom they fit and laugh at the conjectures of the publick, and the 
ignorance of the miniftry. 

This, Sir, is a frequent praAice, not only with thofe who have 
no other employment, but, as I have fuilicient rcafons to believe, 
among fomc gentlemen who have feats in this houfe, gentlemen whole 
abilities and knowledge qualify them to ferve the pubtJck in charaders 
much fuperior to that of lampooners of the government. 

Mf . PuLTBNEv anfweted in terms to the following purpofe : Sir, 

whether the man who confefled himfelf the author of the paper hai 
accufed himfclf of what he did net commit, or has ingcnuoufly and 
openly difcovered the truth, it is beyond my penetration abfolutely 
to decide; the frankncfs and unconcern with which he made the 
declaration, giveitatleaft the appearance of truth, nor do I dif- 
cover any reafon for doubting his Cncerity. Is there any improba- 
bility in the nature of the fa^ that (hould incline us to fufpefl his 
veracity f Is there any apparent advantage to be gained by alTuming 
a falfc charafler f Neither of thofe circumftances can be produced 
againft him, and an adcrtion is to be admitted for its own fake', 
when there is nothing to invalidate it. 

But the honourable gentleman, Sir, appears to have a very parti- 
cular reafon for bis doubts i a reafon, which will, I hope, have no 
weight with any but himfelf. By denying the paper to this man, he 
gives room for conjeSure and fufpicron to range far and wide, and 
wanton with whatever charaaers he fhalj think proper fubjefts for 
hisamufement. An author is now to be fought, and many divert- 
ing arguments may be brought by the dulleft enquirer for fixing it 
upon one man, ordtnjing it to another. 
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Tbe bonoursble gentleman. Sir, has givea us a bold ^ccimenof 
Ais kind of wit, by inGnuating thai it is the produSioH' of fomc one 
of the mrmbers of this houfe ; a co(ije£lijfe o( which I am nut able 
to fiad the foundation, and therefore imagine, that raiUery rather. 
than argument was intended. But let the bonoutable getitlemaa 
recollefi, that the chief excellence of raillery is politenefs, to which 
be has furely paid little regard, in fuppoling that what has been una-, 
snnoufly condemned as a libel, has one of tbofe who cenfured it ' 
for its author. 

If I am particularly hinted at in this fagacious conje^ure, I take 
tbis opportunity of^eclaring that I am equally ignorant ofthe whole 
affair with any other gentleman in this houfe ; that I never faw the 
paper, rill it was delivered to me at the door, nor the author till he 
appeared at the bar. Having thus cleared myfctf, Sir, from this af- 
periloR, I declare it as my opinion, that every gentleman in the 
houfe can fafely purge himfelf in the fame manner; for I cannot 
CDiKeire, that any of them can have written a Ilbei like this. There 
are, indeed, fome paflages which would not difgrace the greateft 
abilities, and fome maxims true in themfelves, though perhaps falla- 
cloufly applied, and at lead fuch an appearance of reafoning and 
knowledge, as fets the writer far above the level of the contemptible 
Jcriblcrs of the minifleriat vindications : a herd of wretches whom 
neither information can enlighten, nor affluence elevate j low 
drudges of fcurrility, whofe fcandal is harmlefs for want of wit, and 
whofe oppofition is only troublefome from the pertinacioufnefs of 
flupidity. 

Why fuch immenCe fums arediltributed amongft thefe reptile?, 
k is fcarce poflible not to enquire; for it cannot be imagined that 
thole who pay them expe£t any fupport from their abilities. If their 
patrons would read (heir writings, their falaries would quickly be 
withdrawn; for a few pages would convince them, that they can 
neither attack nor defend, neither raife any man's reputation by their 
panegyric, nor deftroy it by their defamation. 

Sir RobertWalpole then fpok: in the following manner:— I hope 
it is not expelled, that the heat with which one clafs of our political 
vritera have been attacked by the honourable gentleman, (bould 
cngi^ me to undertake their defence with the fame earneftnefs. t 
have neither intcreft enough in the queftlon to awaken my paflions, 
Jioi cuiiofiiy or leifure fufficient. foi fuch an examination of the 

wi itii>g( 



writing) on etch Gde, u U neceflary, before the fiipcriortty of uy 
author above his hrethrcn can be yiffiy aficrted. 

It is no part* Sir, of my vntfiojaKnt or amulement to cotainre 
their arguments, or to balance tbetr aUlitic* i nor do I orccn read 
the papeia of cither party, except when I am informcil by Tome that 
have more indination to fuch ftudie* than tByreV, that they haw 
tifcn by fome accident abore their common level. 

Yet that I may not appear intirely to defert the queftton* I can- 
not forbear to lay, that I hare never, from thefe ^cideotal infpcc* 
tions of their pcirormanccs, difcoTered any reafbn to exalt the an- 
ihors who write againft the admtniftratioD, to a ^gber degree of r*- 
pot&tion than tbcir opponents. That any of them deferve kwd ap- 
piaurcs, I cannot aSert, and am afraid ttut all* which defcnes to be 
prefervcd of the writings on ntber tide, may be contraficd to » vttf 
few volume*. 

The writers for the oppt^ion appear to me to be nothing more 
than the echoes of their prcdecefibrs,or» what is Bill more defpicable, 
•f themfelves, and to have produced nothing in the laft fevcn years, 
which had not been faid (even years before. 

I may, perhaps, be thought by fome gcnllcmen of each daft to 
IpeilE contemptuoufly of their advocates, nor Ihall I think my own 
opinion lefsjuft for fuch acmfurej for the reputation of controver- 
fial writers arifes, generally, from the prepofleffion of their readers la 
favour of tht opinions which they endeavour to defend. Men ealily 
sdmit the fiKceof an argument which tends to fupport notions, that 
it is their intereft to diSiife, and readily find wit and fpirit in a faiire 
pointed at charaflers which they defire to deprefs : but to the oppo- 
fite party, and even to tbemfelves, when their paiEons have fubfided, 
and their intercfl is difutiited from the queflion, iholc argumenw 
appear only loud adertions, or empty faphiftry ; and that wit which 
was clamourouOy praifed, difcovers itfelf to be only impudence or 
low conceits ; the fpirit evapor;itet> and the malignity only remains. 

If we conSder, Sir, wfaw -oppofition of character is neceflary to 
conftitute a political writer, it will not be wondered, that fo few 
ncel in that undertaking. He that will write well in politicks^ 
nuft at the fame time have a complete knowledge of the queftion* 
and time to digeft his thoughts into method, and poliQi bis ftile into 
elegance ; whiph is little lefs than to fay, he mull be at once a man 
9i biiiMicli, and a, man of leifuie i foi poiitical UinriiAions are not 

callly 
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eafiljr uaiet&ooiy but hj tiiok who are engaged in them, and the 
art of writing is not attainable without long pra£tice, and Jedentxrv 
ap^ication. 

Thus it happens that political writing! are generally defeflirc : 
far diey are drKwn up by men unacquainted with publicic bufineTa, 
and who can therefore only amufe their readers with fallacious re- 
dtali, (pecious fophiftries, or an agreeable ftUe ; qr they are the 
ba&Y produSioDB of bufy negociators, who,' though they cannot but 
excel the other clafs of writers in that which is of mod importance, 
the knowledge of their fubjeft, are yet rarely at leifure todifplay that 
knowledge to advantage, or add grace to foliditjr. 

Writera of the latter fort appear but feldom, and tnoft of our po- 
litkat p^rs, are the amuremenH of leifure, or the expedient* of 
want. 

. Whether the paper now before us, is the produce of eafe, or of 

neceffity, I Ihall not determine ; I have already offered my ofnnion, 

that the man who claims it, is not the author, nor do I difcover an^ 

reafon for changing my fentiment : the queftion is a quellion merely 

of conjc^re, fince neither I nor the honourable gentleman attempt 

to offer any demonftrative proofs of our opinion. If be has any to 

produce in favour of his own notions, let him lay tliem before you, 

but let him always forbear to impute to me alTertions which I never 

uttered, and beware of reprefenting me as declaring that I beliere 

this paper the compofition of fome member of this houfe. 

[A was tbtn detattJ, whethtr 'this offina ^vli bt puniflied bj tb* at- 

Afity tf tbt btufe, or rtfrmd U tht agmzentt of femi ef tbt 

tettrtt tfjudicaturi in Wtjiminflir Haltt en whitb Kcafitn Mr. HoWE 

^ki as ftlltws ;] 

Sir, it ii the duty of every part of thelegiflature, not only to pre- 
fcrve the whole fyftem of our government unaltered and unimpaircii, 
but to attend particularly to the fupport of their own privileges, 
privileges not conferred upon them by our ancedors but for wife pur- 
poles. 

It is the privilege of this houfe that we, and we only, are the 
judges of our own rights, and we only, therefore, can aflign the 
proper punifhment when they fhall be prefumptuoufly invaded. 

If we remit tbls offender, who has attempted to debafe the houfe 
in the opinion of the nation, to any inferior court, we allow that 
^urtto determine, by the punilbmeDt thatflwU be inflitied, the 
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importmet of tbii aflembly, and the ralae of the coUeflive cbanQcr 

of this boure. 

It therefore concerns ns, in regard to our own digniijr, and to the 
privileges of our fuccefibri, tbst we retain the cognizance of this 
Clime in our own hands, in which it is placed by pcrpetHal pnfcription 
and the nature of our conflilution. 

\The boufe agrud ta thttf.md the SheVer tutt ftnt to the tommon geel af 
MiddUfeXt bj warrant frtm tbt Speaier.} 

Sir William Yonge then fpofce to tbia effed;— Sir, I am 

plcafed with finding that the malice and indecency of this libel, bai 
lufed in the boufe a juA rerentmentj and that the wretch, who, with 
a confidence ib flcady, and fach appearance of fjtiifaftion in his 
countenance, confcfles, or rather procUims himfelf the author, if 
trcaud as be dercrves. But let us not forget that the fame degree of 
guilt always requires the fame punifiiment, and that when the au-^ 
ibor of fcandal is in prifon, the printer and propagator of it ought 
not to be at liberty. 

The printer of the daily news is furely the proper oY^eSt of your 
indignation, who infcrted thb libel in his paper, without tbc fond- 
nefs of an author, and without the temptation of « bribe; a bribe, 
by the help of which it is ufual to circulate fcurrility. Tothisman 
the expencc or labour of afpeifing the government was recompenlcd 
by the pleafure, and he could not prevail on himfelf to omit any op» 
portunity of incenfing the people, aad cxpofing at once the whole le^ 
gillature to ccnfure and contempt, 

Thofe, therefore, that have concurred in the imprifonment of tbe 
author, will doubtlcfs join with me in requiring the attendance of 
his officious accomplice, and I cannot foibear expreffiiig my hopes^ 
that be will not meet with lilnder treatment. 

It is far from being the firft offence of his licentious prcfi ; and 
the lenity of the government, by which he has been fo long fpared, 
has had no other eiFe£l upon him, than to add confidence to his ma- 
lice, and incite him to advance from one degree of impudence to 
another. 

He has for feveral weeks perfiiled in mifreprefentingthe intcntioa 
of the embargo, by letters pretended t* be written by friends of the 
government wlio are injured by it. He has vented his tn fin nation^ 
hitherto, at without impunity, fo, u it appcarsi without fear. Jji 
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M time, therefore, to difturb bis fecurity, and rcflrain him from 
adding one calumny to another. 

Sic John Barnard rofe up hereupon, and oppofcd this motion in 
tenni to the folJowing efitfl :_Slr, the end of puni/hment is to 
pcercnt a repetition of tbe fame crime, both in the offender, and in 
ibofc who aaj have tbe fame inclinations, and when that end i« 
accomplifted, all ferther feveriiics have an appearance rather of 
cruelty thanjuftice. 

By punithing the author of this libel, wc have, in my opinion 
ftfficently fccured ouV dignity from any future attacks, we have 
crufljcd tbe head of the confederacy, and prc^eniej the fubordinate 
agemi from exerting their malice. Printers can do no inj^iry with- 
our authors ; and if no man (hall date to write a libel, it is not wor- 
thy of our enquiry how many may be inclined to publifli it. 

But if the printer mult neccffa(i]ybc puniQied before the refent- 
ment of the houfe can be fatisfied; if it ftall not be thought fuf- 
ficient to puni(h him without whofi; affiftance the other could not 
have offended; let us atlcaft confine'our animadverfion to the pre- 
&ot fault, without tracing back bis life for paft mifdemeanors, and 
charging him with accumulated wicfcedncfs j for if a man's whole 
life is to be the fjibjedt of judicial enquiries, when he fliall appear at 
the bar of this houfc, the moll innocent will have reafon to trem- 
ble when they approach it. 

Even with regard. Sir, to the offence of which he Is now ac- 
cufed, fomewhat may, perhaps, be faid in extenuation of hit 
guilt, which I do not offer to gratify any perfonal afleaion or re-, 
gard for him, to whom I am equally a flran^cr with any other 
gentleman in this houfe, but to prevent a puntfliment which may be 
hereafter thought difproportioned to the crime. 

It is. Sir, to be rcmembeied, that he was not the original prin. 
ter of the libel, which heonly reprinted froma paper, of which he 
knew that it was to be difperfed at our door, and in which he could 
not naturally fufpcfl any feditious or dangerous affertions to be con- 
tained. It is, therefore, probable that he fell into tbe off,;jicc by 
ignorance, or, at worft, by inadvertency ; and, as his intention 
Was not criminal, he may properly be fpared. 

Mr. VViKNiNGTON fpoke in anfwer to this e.Tea :— Sir, I cannot 
b«it think the honourable gentleman betrayed by his ical for the 
defence of tbi> man, into fome afl^ruons not to be fopporttJ by 

Vol. I. D ;»-< 
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liw or reafoti. If il be innocent to print a paper once printed, will 
it not inevitably follow, that the mod flagitious fkllhoods, and the 
moil enormous infulta on the crown itfelf, the moft feditioui in> 
vefiives, and moft dangerous podtions, may be difperfcd through 
the whole empire, without any danger but totheoriginalprinterf And 
what reafon, Sir, can be afligned, why that which is criminal in 
one man, (hotiM be Innocent in another? 

Nor is this the only pofition which has been advanced contary 
to the laws of our couBCry ; for it has been aJTcrced, that the ge- 
hera! charafler of an offender ia a confideraiion foreign from that 
of his immediate crime ; and that whatever any man's paft life has 
been, he is only to be judged according to the evidence for the of- 
fence which is then the fubjc£l of examination. 

How much this opinion is confifient with the practice of our 
courts, a very flight knowledge of their methods of procerding 
will readily difcover. Is any villain there convi£led but by the in- 
fluence of his chara.^er ? And is not the chief quedion at a trial 
the paft condufl of the perfon at the bar ? 

Sir John Barnard rofe here and fpoke thus : — Sir, I rife up only 
to anfwcr a queftioni which is, whether properly or not, put to 
me, and hope the irregularity will not be imputed to me by the 
houfe, but to the occatiun which produces it, 

I am afked, whether it is not the chief queftio'n at the bar of our 
courts of juftice, what is the character of the prifoner? and 
cannot but feel fomc amazement that any man fliould be fo ignorant 
of common proceedings, and fo much unacquainted with the execu- 
tion of our taws, as to have admitted a notion lb chimerical. 

Thecharafler of the prifoner U never examined, except when 
it is pleaded by himfdf, and wJtnelTes are produced to offer tef- 
timony in his favour; that plea, like all others,!) thentobeexamined, 
and is fometimes confuted by ct>ntrary evidence. But the character 
of a criminal, though it may be urged by himfelf as a proof of his 
innocence, is never to be mentioned by his profecutor as an aggra- 
vation or proof of his guilt. It is not required by the law, that the ge- 
neral charader of a criminal, but that the particular evidence of the 
crime with which he (lands charged, Oiould be examined } nor is bis 
charafier ever mentioned but by his own choice. 

Sir William YoNge fpoke next to the cffeft following : —Sir, 
to prove the malignity of the intention with which this libel was in- 

fcttoA 
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felted Id Ac daily paper, it' cannot be impri^r to oblervr, that 
the embargo has been for nunjr days paft the farouriie topic of thii 
priirtrT, and that, therefore, it was not by accttlcnt that he admitied to 
s an adracatc for his opinions to be feafonably affif^ed by the 
I of bis paper, but tbu he doubtlcfs wu detJgbicd wish 
an opportumtr of difpecfing leditioa by mcdos of gieatei abilities 
than Us own. 

Nor can it be juftly pleaded, Str, in his farour, thai be wascn- 
cMDaged la pablifii h by the confidence with wbicb he faw it dif. 
pofcd; far it was printed by hitn in the nuuning, and not brought 
mo till the afccmooD. I cannot, therefore, but conclude. Out 
ha utetMions wtic vgreeablc to bis prafiice, and that he defeirct 
ta ■— iiiiij the aoihar in bis prefcnt confinement. 

TW Advocate CAsiPBiLLfpoke next to this purpofe:— Sir, I hope 
it viB Boc be impnted to nte as diti^ard of ihegovcrDracnt, or neglea 
cf ife bcnoarof this hoafe, that J declare my felf, on all occafiona 
Eke ihi^' OKJincd to Eentty* and thiak it neccflary always to proceed 
hf t^lHlamctbiKEs, and known forms of jtifticc, not by capricioua 
A It [fli p Mil 11 , and orders' variatde at^eaTure. 

I frpirrrf^ Ac imj^rfonmejit of the nun who jtift giow appeared 
M tbe bar of oar boafe, and am Jlill more unwilling to proceed to 
fcroities ^ainS another, wbo is ctintinal only in a fubordinate 
dcgKC The loodetl dcdaimcrA againft thefc men cannot have 
<HBi j, ii driiflilinn cf faltbood and fcdition tban royfelf^ but how- 
cfcr flagnnt Bay be the crimes, ifaty may be punifhcd with un- 
jafi&abte r^otur, and, in my opinion, we have already proceeded 
wik fcwj i lj fnScKnt to .dtfcouragc any other attempts of the 
^UodL 

Wbnber k inll promote the advantage of tbe publick, and the 
cficacy of mr deliberatHtns, to deter any man from the common 
pnAtce of ^ving ns information by delivering paper at oaur door, 
■■ft be confidered by tbe houfe. 

Nor is it Icb worthy of oiir nioS attentive enquiry, whether it !■ 
•ot moK icafbnabte to prt^ecutc this offender in the common formi 
of jvftice, than to pnniQi him by any act of uncontrollable, un* 
Kcmntabk anthority ? Wfaetber it is not more reafonable to have 
him pnlemtcd beibre a judge nnpr^udiccd, and a dirintercfted jury, 
doa to a£t at once as pany, eridence, and judge ? 1 bav« no de- 
D 2 fire* 
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fire, Sir, of diminifhing the privileges of this houfc j and yet, left . 
would I contribuie to eftablifti any precedents of unltmiied power 
or arbitrary punilhments. 

The Attorney General then fpoke to the following effe^ :— 
Sir, whence fo much tcndernefs can arife for an offender of this 
kind I am at a lofs to difcover, nor am I able to conceive any 
argument that can be produced for exempting from punifltment the 
prtnier of a paper, which has been already deteimined, by the vote 
of the houfe, to be a fcandalous libel, lenjing to promote fedition. 

It has been, indeed, agreed, that there are contained in the pa- 
per fume true pofitions, and fome paflliges innocent at leafl, and 
perhaps raeional and feafonable. But this. Sir, is nothing more 
than to fay, that the paper, flagitious as it is, might have been 
fwelled to a greater degree of impudence and fcurriliiy ; that what 
is already too heinous to be born, might by gicater virulence be- 
come more enormous. 

If no wickednefs, Sir, is to be checked till it has attained the 
greateft height at which it can poi&bly arrive, our courts of cri- 
minal judicature may be Oiut up as ufelefsj and if a few innocent 
paragraphs will palliate a libel, trcafon may be written and dif- 
perfeJ without danger or refliaint ; for what libel was ever fa crowd- 
ed wi(h feJiiion, that a few periods might not have been felefted, 
which, upon this principle, might. have fccured it from cenfure. 

The danger of difcouraging intelligence from being ofFercd at the 
door of our houfe, does not alarm me with any apprehenfions of dif. 
advantage to the nation ; for I have not fo mean an opinion of the 
Wifdom of this affembly as to imagine that they can receive any 
afSllance from the informations of their officious inftruaors, whp 
ought, in my opinion. Sir, rather to be taught by fame fen a tor ial 
cenfure to know their own ftation, than to be encouraged to neglei^ 
their prr-per employments, for the fake of direaiiig their governors. 

When bills. Sir, are depending, by which either the iniereft of 
the nation, or of particular men, may be thought to be endangered. 
It 13 indeed the inconteftable right of every Briton to offer his petition 
at the bar of the houfe, and to deliver the reafons upon which it is 
founded. This is a privilege of an unalienable kind, and which 
is never to be infringed or denied t and this may always be fupporlcd 
Without countenancing anonytnous intelligence, or receiving fuch . 
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papers ai the authors of them are afraiil or aOiamed to own, and 
which they, thereFore, employ meaner hands to didribute. 

Of this kind. Sir, undoubtedly is the paper now under our con- . 
fideration, of which I am far from imagining that it was drawn up 
by the man who declares bimfelf the writer, and am therefore con- 
rinccd of the neceffity of calling the printer to the bar, that what- 
ever the lenity or juftice of this afTembly may determine with re- 
gard to his punilhment, he may be examined with refpcfl to the 
real authors of the libel j and that our refentment may fall upon 
him, who has endeavoured to Ihelter himfelf by expofing another. 

Counfellor Ord fpoke to this cffcd :— Sir, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that ihcperfons afTocIated in writing and difperfingthis paper, 
whofocver they may be, are of no high rank, or confiderable inilu- 
cflce; as it is not likely that any man who had much to hazard, 
would expofe himfelf to the refentment of the whole legiflaturc j but 
let us not for that reafon exert our fuperiority in wanton punifbment^, 
or tyrannize merely becaufe we cannot be refilled. Let us remember 
that the fame jullice and the fame humanity is due to the meanell, as 
the bigheft of our fellow fubje£ls ; and that there is even lefs ne- 
ceffity of rigorous meafures, as the attack is lefs formidable. 

But, Sir, there is one motive to moderation that has feldom been 
found lefs efficacious than Che confidcration of (he laws of juflice 
or humanity. We ought to be withheld by regard to our poftcrity, 
and even to ourfelves, from any exorbitant exceniion of our privi- 
leges. We know, that authority once exerted, is claimed after- 
wards by prefcription. And who knows by what fuddcn rotation 
pf power he may himfelf fuffer by a precedent which he has con- 
curred to eftablilb, and feel the' weight of that oppreffive power 
which hefirft granted for the punifhment of another? 

Mr. Howe fpoke thus : — Sir, I am always unwilling to oppofe 
any propofal of lenity and forbearance, nor have now any intention of 
beightening the guilt of this man by cruel exaggerations, or inciting 
the houfe to rigour and perfecution. • 

. But let us remember, Sir, that judice and mercyare equally to be 
regarded, and while we pity the felly of a mifguided or perhaps a 
ihoughtlefs offender, let us not fufFer ourfelvcs to be betrayed by our 
compaffion, to injure ourfelve,s and our pollerity. 

This .houfe. Sir, has always claimed and-exerted the privilege of 

judging of every offence ag'ainft itfelf, a privilege fo long efiabliflied, 
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and (o confiantlr exac'ikd, that I doubt whether the infeciour couni 
of judicature will take cognizance ofan attack upon us; for how can 
they venture to dccidie upon a queftioii of fuch importaoce without 
any form or precedent for their proceedings. . 

There feems alfoto be at this time. Sir, an uncommon neceffity for 
tenacioufner^iofourpcivilegcs, when, as fume whifpersi which have 
been wafted from the other houfe, inform ui, a motion hai been 
made in terms which might iai|:Iy the fubordination of this aflembly, 
an aflerttan without foundation either in reafon or juRice, and which 
1 Ihall always oppofe as dcftru^live to our rights, and dangerous to 
our conftitution. 

Let us, therefore. Sir, retain in our hands the cognizance of ^it 
aEFair, and let the criminal either fufler his puniflimcot from eur lea« 
tcnce, or owe his paidou to our mercy. 

Jtivas ag^ted that thtfnmtr eftht dallj faptr Jhmdi atUnd next day^ 
tvbtn being called In, it was frepofed that bi pKuld bt ojkti^ wbtthtr bt 
frlnitd the paper eampiaiaed ef. It toai objtHed ta^ for tbe Jamt rtafttt 
es the qucjiion about the author's being in tbe gullery, becaufe tbe anfwtr 
might tind to aceufe Limftlf; and he being witbdmVia, a debate cf tbe 
fame nature eifued, and the queflion being put whither he Jbould be ajked^ 
if he be ihepcijan that printed the daily paper fiiettin ta him, tuhich paper tbt 
bsufe tbe da; b'fere refolved to contain a malicious andfeandahui liboi, tic, 
it loas on a divifian earrtedin the affirmative, by til again/i 163 : ae~ 
turd-nghf he v.as called in again, and being ojked thequeftiont ^' ounui 
that he printed the Jaid paper frem a printed copy which was left for Inm 
with one cf his firvants ; and being ojktd what he had to allege in bit iuf- 
iifitatien or excufe for printing tbe f aid libel, htfaidtbatai bt Siaa lefart 
printed jeverol ether things vjbiih be bad received from the faid perfoti, 
which had r.^t given offence, he infer ttd part of the paper im hit news, and 
fvhicb be fi-ould not have inferled, if he bad thought it would have given 
offiKct ts the /.oufi, and that he forbore ii print tbe remainder, having heard 
that it had given offemt. Vpan which be withdrew, andthe houfe, afttr 
fime dibate, en a divifian 1 K fa 1 45, not only ordered him into tbecufiody ef 
theferjeanti but refolved to prefent an oddrefs to his maje/iy, that be waijd 
he pleafed to give direilitns to his attorney genered to profttutt him at 
iaw. 

Thefrjf prini:r :f the llbil -was eilfo ordered into eufledj. This was on 
the id Decemiii, tut tbf netet day prefenting bis pettUony expreging his 
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firrtwfir tbitgitut, vihtrthj hebadjufily imuTrtd tkt diJ^Uafurt efibt 
htujiy Mdpraji'^ lo it difttarged, he it/as brought u tbt bar on tbtfol- 
hmng dajt rectived a rtfrimand m bis Jhtea, and toai erdtrtd ta ht dif- 

Gorged, pajiitg bit fits. 

On tbe 1 2(i Lerd Barrlngtoh prefented a pttitienfrmn thi printer ef the 
daily paper, txprejfing bisforrBW, prsmiftag all poffibie care mt to of- 
fend far ihefaturiy and praying to he difibargej. 

Tbii petition being ready a mniion Wat made, that the ferjtanl at arms da 
carry the petitioner lofomt court of law, to give fecurity for bis appear- 
ance to the profeculien to be carried on againfi htm by the attorney gtneralf 
which dont, that he it difihargtd, paying bis fteSf 

Sir WiLLiA-M YoKOE ^ke to this effeSt : — Sir> I know not for 
what reafon this enormous offender is entitled to To much regard, or 
br what intereft he has engaged fo many, who, I doubt not, abhor 
btttrimes to pity his fu&eringt. 

Hid he been young and unexperienced, and feduced into the com- 
miffion of this'ofFencc by artifice, or perfualion, his a£t might have 
been reafonably confidered rather as an error than a crime, and it 
might have been proper to treat with lenity a delinquent neither oh- 
fliaate oor mdicious. 

But how. Sir, can this plea be urged in favour of a man, whofe 
daily employment it has been, for thefe two years paft, to mifreprc- 
fent the public meafuresi to difperfe fcandal, and excite rebellion, 
who has induflrioufly propagated every murmur of difcontent, and 
preferred every whifper of malevolence from perilhing in the birth. 

The proper judge. Sir, of this affair, is his majefty's attorney gene- 
ral, who is not now in the houfe. I am, therefore, for detaining him 
to cuftody, and for referring the confideration of farther proceedings 
againft him to that gentleman whofe proper province it is to profccute 
for tbe crown. 

Mr. Waller fpoke next to the following purpofe : — Sir, it is 
undoubtedly tbe dutyof every man to oppofe the introduftionof new 
bwt, and methods ef oppreffion and feveriCy, which our conflitution 
does not admit; and what elfe is the mention of a prifoner's chara^er 
as an aggravation of bis prefent offence i 

It ii welt known, and has been already afferted, upon this occa- 

Con, that in the lower courts of juffice, though the prifoner may 

plead his chara^crin bis own defence, his profecutor is not at iiberty 
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to pnduce it to his difadvantage. Even thofe who are cited to the 
bar for murder or for treafon, are tried only by the evidence of that 
Clime for mhich they are indited. 

That this boufe is not bdund to Ari£l formsriind it not accountable 
for the exercifeof its power, iseaDly granted i but authority cannot 
change the nature of things, and what ii unjuft in a lower court, 
would be in us not lefs unjuft, though it may not be punifluble. 

It wtv rtplied that this gufjlitn had been itft>Te fuffieUtaVj difcujftd. 

7bi attirney general nat being prefat, the Mate was a^iurned to thi 
next fitting. 

On theiuxt day eftbefeffiM, the /«rf/ Barring ton frapejed^ that thta^ttatud ' 
debate might hi reftimtd^ and fivtrel jr^mhert ittttrad*d far (bt pt- 
iitiener, that bt might he rtUafed ; t9 wbieb it was a^iQed, tbat it 
tws net proper tt releaji him, unltji an infarmatien luas Udged againfi 
him, without whiib he could nal be held to hatt; and the fusion being 
put^whetbtw ie /bouid bt releafed, was deiermintdinthtnegativi. 

At the iiik fitting the author oftbt libel, whi was eommitttd to tbttammvt 
frifin of Middle/ex, petitioned the houfe to permit bim to implort pardta 
on hit knees, and, promifing bf the Jiimgtft and mofifiUmn afstratittt 
not to offend again, tvas ordered to be difcbargedtbt next dflj^ ff'H ^ 

On the ^-jtbfiiiing, the printer aftbe daily paper again pititiemd thebtaft^ 
repre/enting, that he mojl heartily bewailed bit offenti, that bt was 
mijerably reduced by his confinement, having borrowed money ofalibtt 
friends to fupporl hjmfitf, hi sui if e and children, and praying the mtrcy 
of the houfe. He was then orderedto.be difiharged, paying his fees, ait4 
giving fecarily for his appearance to anfwsr the pr&ftcutioa. 

On the iyh day Mr. George Heuhcote offered another petition fir tbe/aiJ 
printer. Gild reprefented, that the ftei amounting to ^. til be wat nat 
able ti pny thtm, that, therefore, he bapeil the boufe would eonfidtr his 
tafe J but the petition w..s ktI atlowod to be brought t^. On which bt 
remained in cti/iody 14 dap longer till the end oftbeftffion, *nd, tl^ 
a^lbirily of thtfiatite cesfing, had bin libcrt]/ wifkoiil paying mjfitt. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Dectmbrr 4-~it, I74«. 

ON IKCORPOKATING THE HEV-RAISCO HKK-IKTO TB£ STAHDIKO 

REGIUENTS. 

On tht 4/A af December, Sir William Yonge, fecrttary ai voarj iaviitg 
prefinttd tt the btufi of tenoiitnt an ifiimate of the urftntt af raifing 1m 
thmfand men, thi fame vfai taken inia canfidtrattBH in a cemmittte an tbi 
f^ppljt and after debate agreed ti. At the repart afthit praeetdingf m 
lire 1 1 th, anatber eUbate bapfened an a matitn that the tttvi raifed mm 
fiauld it'iMcarptrattd itita thejiattding rtgimenli, i^c. 

Jt in tbeje twa debates the argumints were the famt^ tbij are Artwa itOt 
fWa t» prevent amecefftry repetilimt. 

Sir WiiiiAM VoMGE opened the debate with refpefl to what he 
had delivered ia the eflj mate after the manner FoIIawing :— Sir, as 
this eflimate has been drawn up after very accurate calculations and 
careful enquiries, I hope that no objeflions will be laifed againil it, 
and chat the fum necelTary for raifmg the new regiments will be very 
readily granted by that houfe, which voted the war tieceflary for which 
ibey are defigncd. 

I hope, it will be admitted as Tome proof of frugality, that this 
cdttnate requires lefs money than one that was laid before the fe- 
nate in the reign of king William; for if it be confidcred, that 
Jince that time the necelTaries of life are become dearer, and that, 
therefore, all expences are encreafeJ, it will appear to be the effect 
of the exafleft ©economy, that the fum required for the fame fervice 
ii lef*. 

I have heard indeed. Sir, that in convprfation, the method of railing 
troops on this occaiion has been cenfured as improper, and chat in 
the opinion of fome, whofejudgmcntcannot be entirely dirreg;irded, 
it would be more reafonable to add more men to our regiments al- 
ready eftabtiflied, than to raife new regiments with new officers. 

The chief argument, Sir, produced in fupport of their method of 
•Dgmentation, is drawn from the neceflity of public frugality, a very 
popular topic, which never fails to produce favour and attention; 
tof every qun ii naturally inclined to hear his ftiead, and to r-nn. 
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fider that man as performing the office of friend&ip, who iptOfo&a 
methods of sIleviBting his taxes. 

Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue very neceffary to the happioefs of 
the nation, and fuch as there occuf frequent occallons of inculcating 
tothofewho areintrufted with the Aipcrintendence of pubtick difburfe- 
nents, but I am far from thinking that this eltimate affords any op- 
portunity for decIamationB- f)f this kind, and am of opinion that the 
addition of new futdiers to each regiment, would, in reality, be more 
expeniive. 

It cann(M be denied. Sir, that by augmenting the raiments, there 
would be utunediately faved to the public the expence of the officers 
«btch are necefiary in the method now propofed ; but it is to be con- 
fdered how much the number of officers contributes to the regularity 
and difcipline of the troops, and how much difcipline and order pro- 
mote dieit fiiccefs. It is to be con&dered. Sir, that the moft fuc* 
cefsful method of making waris undoubtedly the cbeapeft, and tfaaC 
nothijigis tnore expcnfive than defeats. 

If by taifing the fame number of men under fewer officers, we 
.fiiould give our enemies any advantage, if a tingle party {hould be 
cut oft', a garrifon forced, an expedition rendered fruitlefs, or the 
war protra^ed but a few months, where will he the advantage of 
this admired frugality? What would be the confcquence, but the 
fame or a greater expence, rot to gain advantages, but to repair 
lofles, and obviate the effects of our former parfimony i 

In private life. Sir, it is common for men to involve themlelves in 
expence only by avoiding it, to repair houfes ac greater charges than 
new ones might be built, and to pay intereft rather than the debt. 
Weak minds arc frighted at the mention of extraordinary efforts, and 
decline large expcnces, though fecurity and future affluence may he 
pUTchafed by them; as tender bodies drink from fevere operations, 
though they are the certain methods of reftoring health and vigour. 
The effects of this timidity are the fame inboth cafes, the eftate is im- 
paired infenfibly, and the body languiOies by degrees, till no remedy 
can he applied. 

Such examples, Sir, are frequent, and the folly of imitating them 
is therefore greater, for who would purfue that track by which he 
has feen others led to deftruflion ? Nor need we fcarch for remote 
illuftrations to difeovcr the deftruflivc tendency of unfeafonable ten- 
dernifj for the publick, foi 1 believe the whole hiflory of the wars of 

king 
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king William will prove, that too clofe sn attention topar&moay U 
inconfiftenc with great atchievements. 

It may be expected that [ who cannot claim any f egard in thb dif- 
quUition from my own i^xpericnce, {bould produce Tome decilive evi- 
dence in Cavourof the method which I have taken upon mc to defend ; 
this expetSation I fliaH endeavour to facisfy by alleging the authority 
of the greatefl' commander of later agei, wiiom neither his friends nor 
hb enemies will deny 10 have been well verfed in tbefe fubjefk, and 
w^ofe fuccefs Is a fufiicient proof of the foundnefs of his principles. 

The illuflriouS dillce of Marlborough was of opinion, that the | 
whole force of the French armies conlifted in the number of the of- 
ficers, and that to be always equal to them in tbe field, it was ne- 
ccflary to form our troops nearly upon the fame plan ; to thii 
fcbeme he conformed in his praSice of war, and how much his prac- 
ticcconfirmed his opinion, let Blenheim and Ramillies attell. 

As I pretend not to have determined myfelfon this quedion, other- 
wife than by authority, and as I know nut any authority equal to 
that of the duke of Marlborough, 1 cannot difcharge the trufl re- 
pofcd in me by my country, any otherwife than by propofing, that 
en this occalion we agree to grant his majefty the fum calculated for 
raifing the new regiments, as I believe that method of augmentation 
Dioft likely to produce fuccefs in our undertakings, and confequcntly 
to procure a fpeedy conclufion of the war. 

Mr. PutTENEV fpoke next to the following effeft :— Sir, I have 
been (6 long accuftomed to the debates of this houfe, and have lb 
often attended 10 the eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, 
that 1 am never flariled at paradoxes, nor fbocked at abfurdities; I 
can now hear with great tranquillity an-harangue upon the necefEty 
of placemen in this houfe, upon the ufcfulnefs of Handing armies, 
and the happinefs of a general excife, 

I am no longer oETcnoed with fa^s quoted in oppoGtion to hiHo- 
ly, nor with calculations drawn up yfithout regard to the rules of 
arithmetic ; I know that there are perfons in this houfe, who think 
themfelves obliged to fpeak even when in their own opinion no- 
thing can be f^id with weight or with propriety, who come hither 
prepared againft tbe Ihamcof confutation, and determined not toba 
&>avinced. 

To reafon with fuch men. Sir, is indeed no pleafing talk ; it is to 
fight with enchanted heroes upon whom tbe common weapons of ar- 
gument 
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gumcnt ha?r no tWe£\y and who mud he foftened by a counter- 
charm before they can he attacked with any profpefl of fuccefs. 

There are fame, however, of whom I am willing to believe that 
tbey difpute only for truth, and enquire wit* the view of attaining a 
Iblotion of their doubts. For the f^^ke of thefe. Sir, I think it ne- 
ccflary to declare my fentiments, as I fltall be dcfirous, in my turn, 
to hear their fentiments ; but with regard to thofe whofe opinion 1 
know already by thvirpods, 1 £hould thii^k it of great advantage to 
the difpatch of public afiairs, if they would content ihemfelns with 
voting for their pay, without any ambition of other fcrvice, or add- 
ing the praifs of volubility to that of lleadineA. 

Having this opportunity. Sir, of declaring my opinion of the mea- 
fures purfued in regulating our military preparations, I (ball not con- 
fine myfelf entirely to the prefent queflion, but lay before the houfe 
my thoughts upon Tome parts of the elldblilhment, which may per- 
Iiapi require a reform, and which are at leafl proper objects of con- 
fideration, though not abfolutely necefTary to the determination of 
our opinion upon the prefent motion. 

I have long ago. Sir, declared, what therefore it is fcarely of any 
ufe to repeat, that I know not any advantage to be hoped from a 
ftanding army, nor cah difcover why the ableft and 'moft vigorous of 
t\e inhabitants of this kingdom (hould be feduced from the ]ooni» 
Ihe anvil, and the plough, only to live at eafe upon the labour of 
ioduftry, only to infult their landlords, and rob the farmers. I 
never could iind why any body of men fiiould be exempt from the 
common labour of focial duties, or why they fliould be fupported 
by a community, who contribute neither to its honour nor itt 
defence. 

I doubt not. Sir, but I (hall hear, "on this occtfion, of thefervice 
of our troops in the fuppreflion of tiots ; we flull be told, by the 
next pompoms orator who (hall rife up in defence of the army, that 
they have often difperfed the fmugglers, that the colliers have been 
driven down by the terror of their appearance to their fubterrancou* 
fortifications, that the weavers in the midft of that rage which hun- 
ger and oppreflion excited, fled at their reproach, that they have at 
our markets bravely regulated the price of butter, and fomctimes in 
the utmoft exertion of heroic fury, broken thofe eggi which they 
were notfufFered to purchafcon their own terms. 

Some one perhaps of more penetration, may infonn lu of the ufe 

■■^'^'8f^'whi<.h 
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which has been made of them at ekaions, where the furly burgefle* 
have been romctimcs blind to the merit of thofe worthy gentlemen, 
whom the fold ters have known how to efieem according to their 
dcfert ; nor indeed do I fee how thofe can refufe their voKS in favour 
of our troops, who arc indebted for the power of giving theiBa 
to their kind interpof|tion. 

To thcfe arguments, Sir, I fball content mylelf with aafwerin^ 
^lat thofe, who are verfed in the liiftory of Britain, know that we 
have bad colliers and weavers for many years before a {landing armjr 
was beard of among us, and that it is neverlhelefs no where recorded 
that any of our kings were depofed by thofe formidable bodies of 
men, or that any remarkable changes were made by them in the form 
of our government ; and, therefore, till fome reafon fhall be al- 
leged, why fuch infurreiEliom are now more dangerous, and our 
civil magillrates more impotent than in former ages, I humbly con- 
ceive that even without the proteAion of a Handing army we might 
yet llcep in fecurily, notwith Sanding the plots of the colliers and 
the combinations of the weavers. 

But I mull own. Sir, thefe are not our only enemies, for there it- 
ibmewhere, yet in exigence, a perfon that lays claim to the domi- 
nion of thefe kingdoms, and pleads an hereditary title to difpofe of 
our wealth, to fubvert our liberties, and deftroy our religion. 

If any foreigner, Sir, unacquainted with our afBiirs, were to be 
prefent at our debates, and to hear with what ardour wc animate 
each other to an obftinate refinance of this pretender to the throne, 
how often he is reprefented as hovering over u), and how often we 
have caught a general panic, and Imagined ourfelves upon the verge 
of deflru^ion, how often our moft zealous patriots take opportu- 
nitiet of declaring their refolution to die in defence of their liberties, 
and bow pathetically our moll elegant declaimers have expatiated . 
on the mifery of that unhappy race whom they Ihould leave behind to 
groan under the opprelGon of abfolute power, what would be his 
(^nioD of this pretender, whom he law Co perpetually dreaded, . 
againft whom fo many alliances were formed, fo many armies weia 
levied, and fo many navies equipped ? 

Would he not believe him to be fome formidable tyrant in a neigh- 
bouring country, the lord of wide dominions, and the mailer of nu- 
merous armies and powerful fleets i Would be not imagine that be 
CbVld ailemble h^f the continent at his call, that he was fupported 

by 
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liy powerful alliances* and ibat nothing but a fairwind wa* TequireJ 
Id land him on our coafls at the head of mitlions i And would he 
not, even on that fuppoftlion, be inclined to ccnfurc us as timorous, 
as Ibaiewhat rcgaidlcrs of the honour of our nation, and condemn us 
, for giving way to focb fufpinon* and exclamations as have a natural 
tcndcqcy to heighten ibe apprchenlion of danger, and dcprefE the 
^■iiits of die pcc^tc i 

But what would be bis conclufion. Sir, when he fbould be told, 
what in rrality is true, that this dreadful pretender is an unhappy fu- 
pthc, driven in bis infancy from diis country/ and hy confcqucnce 
without any perfonal intcrcft } that he is fupported by the charity of 
a prince wbofe name is baled almoft by every inhabitant of ibe ktog- 
doot ; that be has neither Ibvercignty, nor mooty, nor alliances, 
jior reputation in war, nor fkil! in policy % that ^1 his anions are 
watcbcd by Britilh fpics ; and that the few friends that remain to fop- 
port the farce of a court, are fuch only as dare not return tO' their 
native coontry, and are therefore without fortune, and without de- 
pendanU ? 

What could a wife nun conceive of a nation held in coDUnual 
alanns by an enemy like this ; of a nation always walcbfiil ^ainft 
an irrvafion from a man who has neither dominion! to fu(q>ly, nor 
Dioney to hire a fingle regiment ; from a man whofe title all the 
jieighbovring princei dtlbwn, and who is at fuch a dittance from' 
them, thar he cannot he affifted hy ihem without open preparations^ 
of which we cannot fail of having intelligence, and which may he 
defeated, without dan^r, by the velli;ls regularly ftaiioned on our 
coafis? 

Would not any llranger imagine. Sir, that we were a nation !n- 
fedcd with a general frenzy, that cowardice had perverted our ima- 
ginations, filled us with apprehenfions of impoffible invafioDS, raifed 
phantoms before our tyts, and diftraflcd us with wild ideas of Ibvcry 
and tyranny, apppffion and perteruiion i 

I have dwelt thus long on this point, becaufel know the pre- 
tender is the lafl refuge of tliofe who defend a Handing army ; not 
that 1 propnfe to convince any man of the folly of fuch apprehen- 
iiDns, or to fortify him againft fuch terrors for the time to come ; 
for if any man, in reality, now dreads the pretender, fear muft be 
his diftemper ; be is doomed to IrVe in terrors, and it is of no itb-^ 
porunce whether be dreads an invaHon or a gubliti, whether he is 

afraid 
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afraid to difband the army, or to pat out his candle in the night ■ hii 
im^ination is tainted, and he mull be cured, not by argument but 
bf phyfick. 

Bat the greatpft part of thofe who difiurb our confultations 
with the mention of the pretender, are men of a very different cha- 
ncer, menequallyunconcerned abouthis defigns, or his motions, 
with thofe who are mod dcfirousof fcttingthe nation free from the 
bnrthen of an army, and very often fuch as we may difcover, from 
their condu^, to be determined to comply with every government, 
and fucb as have therefore nothing to fear from a change of 
maftcrs. 

The men for whofe fake I am now fpeaking. Sir, laugh equally 
with myfelf at the apprehenfions of thofe whom they contribute to 
terrify ; they know too well the impotence of the pretender to dread 
an iavafion from him, and affefl only to continue their outcries, that 
they may not be deprived of a topic, on which, hy long praflice, 
they have atttined an uncommon facility of haranguing, which they 
know how to divcrfify with various combinations of circumftances, 
and how to accommodate to any emergent occafion, without the paia 
of torturing their inventions. 

It may be ufeful. Sir, to inform thefe men, that their difguife 
•ught at iaft to be thrown off, becaufe it deceives no longer, and that 
the nation cannot be cheated but at the expencc of more cunning 
than they are willing, or perhaps able, todifplay. Am^lkmuftne- 
cefiariiy be thrown afidc, when, inflcad of concealing, it difcoVers 
him by whom it is ufed. 

Thofe who are attempting, Sir, to deceive others, and whofe' 
diarader is exalted, in their own opinion, in proportion to the fuc- 
cefs of their endeavours, have furely a fenfe of fliame, though they 
have noneof virtue, and cannot without pain find their artifices de- 
teded, and themfelves made the objeds of ridicule by thofe ftrata- 
gems which they employ for the deception of others. 

I hope, therefore. Sir, that, fortbeir own fakc», thefe declaimera 
OBthe exploded ftory of the pretender, willchange their bugbear, that 
if it be neceffary to frighten thofe whom they want art or eloquence 
toperfuade, they will find out fome other objcS of terror, which, 
after a little practice in private meetings, they may firft produce ia' 
the court, and then turn loofe in the fenate. 

The world, metbinks, allows them a fufficient choice of tyrants 

more 
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more formidable than the pretender. Suppofe tbey {hould revive the 
hiftory of the Mohockt, The Mohocks are a dreadful race, not to 
he mentioned without horror, by a true lover of his country, and & 
ftcady adherent to the houfe of Hanover } they might then very eafily 
encreafe our army, or inhance our taxes ; for who would not be 
urged by bis wife and daughter to agree to any meafures that might 
fe; ore them from the Mohocks ? 

But as an army is at prefent lilcely to be kept up for our defence 
againft an enemy tefs formidable, it may be more fcafonable to pro- 
pofe the regulation than the difmifCon of our troops, and to mention 
thofe evils which arifc from the prefent edablifliment, rather than 
thofc which are infeparable from the expence of a Handing force. 

If it be neceflary, Sir, to fupport foldicrs, I fuppoib that it will 
not be denied by the advocates for an army, that we ought to levy fuch 
troops as may be of ufe } yet in their pra£lice they feem to have paid 
very little regard to this principle. Our troopers are mounted upon 
horfes which can fcrve no purpofe but that of (how, which may in- 
deed wheel about in the park with a formidable air, but can neither 
advance upon an enemy with impetuofity, nor retreat from him with 
expedition; and which, therefore, though purchafed by the nation 
at a very high price, and fupported at a large expence, can only 
grace a review, but are of very little ufe in an enemy's country, 
and mult pertfli In the march, or Hand unaftive In the battle. 

Nor is much more fervlce to be expected, Sir, from their riders, 
than from the horfes, for there are very few of them accjuainted with 
the (irtl elements of their profclHon, or who have ever learned more 
than a few pollures of exercife, and the meaning of a few words of 
command, but have a number of officers with large appointments. 

The French troops, Sir, if they are doubly officered, are officered 
and maintained at a lefs expence, and id greater cffeti } for the fol- 
djers ate better intruded, and the fame number of men coft not, 
perhaps, much more than half the charge of a Britifh regiment. 

The guards, Sifi)^ that are maintained aSout this metropolis, for 
no other purpofe than to keep up the fplcndour of a modern court, 
coll the nation yearly fuch afumas would be fufficient to fuppori an 
army of Frenchmen, for the protection of their frontier towns, or 
the invafion of neighbouring countries. 

For my part, I cannot fee what injury would be done to the na- 
tion by abolilbing an cUablilbment at the fame time uf^Jefs and ex- 

penfive. 
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peafive, 'aad emidoying that money which is at prerent fqnandered 
apos idlers without effitd, upon levies of ufcful foldicn for march- 
ii^ regiments, who might be employedi when occafion fliould re- 
quire tbem, in the fervlce of their country. 

It will doubtlefs be obje&ed that the officers of this body of men. 
Btti^ of whom are perfons of the highefl merit, and who have gene- 
rally purchafcd their commiffions, might very juftly complain of 
being deprived without a crimCj of that which they have bought 
at in ftill value, and to which therefore they imagine tbemfelvcs Jn- 
titled, till they fball forfeit their right by foroe offeiife againft (he 
laws, or feme negleA of their duty. 

I ftall not. Sir, at prefent enquire into the juftice of this plea, 
nor aumine, whether he who purcbafes an employment, which he 
knows to be ufelefs, and therefore burthenfome to the publick, de- 
Jerves that the publick Oiould be folicitous (o fupport him in the en- 
joyment of it : but I Ihall declare, on this occafion, with confidence, 
that I know many of the officers of the guards to be men of honour, 
who would gladly exchange their pofts, fo chargeable to the nation, 
for an opportunity of ferving it, and who are not very anxious for 
the increale of tbdr pay, fo they may not be degraded from their 
prefeat rank. 

If tbefe gentlemen. Sir, might, in the regiments that fbonld be 
raifodbydifbandingr the guards, be advanced to higher commiffions, 
Aoagh with Ibmc diminution of their pay, they would imagine them- 
iclves abundantly compenfated by the happinell of becoming ufeful 
ful^eOs, and ferving that nation by which they have been hitherto 
fnpported only to All up the pomp of levies, and add to the magni< 
ficcnce<^ drawing-rooms, to Iwter in anti-cbamben, and to quarrel 
at gaming tables. 

If thu fcbeme fhould not be approved, the method eligible, in 
the next degree. Teems to be that of incorporating our new levies in- 
to the r^imenu already ralfed, that being aflbciated with men al- 
ready acquainted with difcipline, they may learn their duty much 
more expeditioully than in feparale bodies, where one officer will be 
obliged to attend to the inflruaion of great numbers, and where no 
man will be excited to application, becaufe no man will fee any de- 
gree of excellence which he may be ambitious of attaining. 

I have indeed heard no reafon alleged for the neceffity of new 
levies which appeared likely to convince cveo thpfe by whom it v^aa 

Vol. I. . S produced^ 
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produced. It appears to me that ourprefent arm^is more than Aif- 
licient for the publick fervice without an augmenution, and that fotne 
of our regiments might immediately embark, not only without dto* 
ger to the nation, but with far greater hopes of fuccefs, as our cne- , 
tniea would have lefs time to ftrengthen their fort liicat ion f,. and col- 
U£t their troops, and as difcipltned forces are more formidable than 
troops newly levied ; for dtfciptine mull be of great efficacy to the 
fuccefs of military undertakings, or all arguments which have beea 
ufed in the defence of aftanding army fall to the ground. 

In anfwer to this propofal, we Oiall probably be once again Intimi- 
dated with an invafion, whether (lom the pretender, the Spaniards, 
the French, or any otherj)ower, it is of no great importance. An 
invaGoi^ is a. formidable found i the fack of towns, the dellru^lion 
. of villages, the captivity of our children, the ruin of our fortunes, 
and the dcfolation of our country, are frightful images, and may 
therefore be fucccfsfully produced, on this occafion, to perplex ouc 
thoughts, and embarrafs our enquiries. 

To remove therefore this panic, and to dillipate for ever the phan- 
toms of invafion, I will lay before the houfe the opinion of the great 
commander whofc name has alreadybeen introduced in this debate. In 
the late reign, on a day when the great officers of the crown and many 
of the council were at a publick feaft in the city, a report was fud-' 
denly fprcid that the duke of Ormond had landed in the weft with 
two thoufand men. This account was in appearance well attelleH, 
and univerfally believed ; all jollity was, therefore, at an end, the 
company departed, the council was fummoned, and ei-ery man oficred 
luch expedients ai his prefent thought;, confufed and opprelFcd 
with the proximity of the danger, fuggeficd to him. One pro- 
pofed that a body of troops fliould be fent to a diftant pirt of the 
kingdom, to reflrain the feditions of the populace ; another appre- 
liended more danger from a diSerent quarter, and advifed that the in- 
habitants Ibould be awed by another detachment fent thither ; the 
moft experienced cafily faw the unproRtablenefi of the meafurcs pro- 
pofed, but could not fo eafily ftrikc out more cfEcacious expedients, 
and therefore fat in great perplexity. Lord Somers particularly 
fliook his head, and Teemed to confider the kingdom as !n the hands 
of the invaders, and the dreadful pretender as feated on the throne. 

At lafi the duke of Marlborough, who had hitherto (at filent, 
ftfked calmly whether they were certain that any forces were really 

landed. 
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labded, and was anfwered, that though it might not be abfolutely 
certain, yet they were to confult and fend orders upon ihat ruppafition. 
Then, fay* he, I will lay down this great rule to he obfcrved inva- 
riiUy, wbeoever you are invaded. Attend only to one point, 
HOC haTC any other purpofe in view than that of deftroying the re- 
galar forces that (ball be landed in the kingdom, withoin any regard 
to petty iofurrcdiom, which may be always eafily quelled, and Which 
will probably ceafe of tbcinrelves, when the army by which they were 
excited t> cut off. For this end let it be your rule to keep your army 
, undivided, and to make no motion but towards the enemies j fight 
diem with the uimoll expedition before they can fortify themfelves, or 
tcceive rc-iaforccment> from the continent, fiy the obfervation of 
thii plain method of operation, continued he, I will engage without 
any other force than the regiments generally Rationed about the capital, 
to put a ftop to any troops that (ball be landed on the coaft of Britain. 

So br was this great o£Scer, who was acquainted with the who!* 
art of war, from finking into afloniOiment at the found of an iova' 
fion, and fo far from thinking it neceiTary that the nation fliould be 
barrafled by Handing troops, to prelerve it from being plundered by a 
£ue^n army. 

But though our troops. Sir, fliould not be necelTary to prevent an 
iavafion, they may be ufeful in fervices of equal importance; the 
nilliBry may think the fuffrages of the officers more fcrviceable than 
their fwordi, and may be more afraid of cxpoflng tbenUelvea than 
theiution by any detachment of their forces. 

Such it at prefent. Sir, the flate of this unhappy country, that 
Beither in peace nor war are any meafurei taken, but with a view tif 
increafing or confirming the power of theminiAry { for this purpolfe 
thofe troops whofe officers have feats here, are to be retained at 
home, and the fate of our American fettlements to be committed 
to new levied forces without military fltill. 

For this reafon is an army to be raifed without neceffity, and raifed 
in a manner that may furnilb the court with an opportunity of ex- 
tending its influence, by the difpofal of great nu^ibcrs of new com' 
miSons. By this plan every family that isburihened with a relation, 
whole vices have ruined bis fortune, or whofe ilupidiiy difqualitics 
him for employment, will have an opportunity of felting for a com- 
ntiffioa Its intereft at the approaching eledioo i dependance will b€ 
rnpagaccdj and the uoublefome fpiiit of Ubeny be deptclTed. 
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To little purpore will itbeobje£lc<], that IbMieri and officers will 
be equally ignorant, that dircipline is not infufed iaftantancoa£lf , that 
a military drefs will not make a foldier, that men can only know their 
duty by inftru^ioo, and that nothing ii to be hoped from ploughmen, 
anJ manufafiurets, commanded by fchool-boys. The fucceis of 
the expedition ii not To much confldered by tfaofe who have the dt* 
region of the levi», as that of the eledion, and while they keep 
their pofts, they arc very little concwned »bout the a&in of Ame- 
rica. 

In defence of thii method It hai, indeed, been affirmed, that it 
was preferred by the duke of Marlborough ; but we are not in- 
formed to whom, or upon what Dccalion he declared his opinion, and 
therefore are left at liberty to doubt, whether his authority is not pro- 
duced for a method which he did not approve, or approved only at 
fome particular time for fome extraordinary fervice. 
. It is urged that he recotnmended it by his practice, and that bis 
fucccfs is a fufficient proof that his prafiice was founded upon right 
maxims. But if it be remembered what was, in that time, the me- 
thod of obtaining commiffions, and who it was that had the difpofa] 
of them, it will appear not abfululely certain, that his prance 
ought to be produced as a decilive proof of his opinion. 

If the fuccefs of troops be properly urged as an argumeiu for 
tiie form of their eftablifliment, may not the viSortes of prince 
Cugene aSbrd a proof, equally convincing, that a few officers are 
fufficient? And if the arguments which arife from fuccefs are equal 
on both fides, ought not the necefficy of fiiving the publick money to 
turn the balance ? 

War, Sir, is in its own nature a calamity very grievous to the 
inoft powerful and flourilbing people, and to a trading nation i^ 
larticulaily dellruflive, as it at once exhaufls our wealth, and in- 
terrupts our commerce, at once drinks up the flream and choaksup 
the fountain. In thofe countries, whofeaJFairs are wholly t ran failed 
within their own frontiers, where there is either very little money, 
oT where their wealth is dug out of their own mines, they are only 
weakened by the lofs of men, or by the diminution of their domi- 
nions, and in general can only fufFer by being overcome. 

But the ftate of Britain Is far different, it is not neceffary to our 
ruin that an enemy fhould be ftronger than durfelves, that he Qioutd 
hi able to pour artnics into out country, to cover the fea with Beets, 
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CD birn our Tillage* by incurfions, or deftroy our fortreffes with 
bombs ; for be diac can fecure bis own dominions from our atuclci, 
towhich nothing but diftancc and fome advantages of Jituation are 
Dcc^ary, may fupport a var againft us, and he that can fie out 
imnteera to tntemipt our trade^ may, without obtaining a vifiory, 
nioec us to diftrefs. 

Our fituation, Sir, as It preferves U3 from the danger of an in- 
nfiooi except from that powerful monarch the pretender, who a 
indeed always to be dreaded, has lilccwife the eficfl of fccuring 
ether nations from being invaded by us, for it is very difficult to 
bMfport in one fleet, and to land at one time, a number fufficient 
to force their way into a country where the ports are fortified, and 
the inhabitants in arms. . 

Our wars. Sir, are threfore to be determined by naval battles, and 
tbofe nations have very little to fear from us who bave no trade to 
be difturbcd, and no navies to be dellroyed ; if they can only (it 
Oat crutlers, which may always be done by granting commiffions to 
foreign adventurers, they may ruin our merchants by captures, 
ixhauft the nation by the neceffity of convoys, and give neutral 
traders an opportunity of eftablifliing their credit at thole markets 
which have been hitherto fupplied by our manufaSutes, 

This is indeed far from being at prefent an exafl account of the 
ftaie of Spain, whole wide-extended dominions are liable to infults, 
and from whom many of her moft wealthy provinces may be torn 
without great hazard or difficulty. The particular flate of her 
coonnerce, which, being only carried on from one part of her domi- 
nions to another, can only be for a time interrupted, but is in no • 
danger of being invaded hyany rival, or loft by difufe, at leafl re- 
quires our confideration, and we ought to make war viith the utmoll 
frugality againft a people whom no hoftilitict can really impoverlfh, 
whofe commerce may be f^d to lie at reft rather than to be fhack- 
led, as it will rife' into greater vigour at the end of the war, and 
whole trea'fures, though the want of them is a prefent inconvenience, 
arc only piled up for a time of fecurity. 

As the only method. Sir, of reducing this nation, muft be that 
elf invading its colonies, and difmembering its provinces, by which 
the chief pcrfons will be deprived of their revenues, and a general 
difcoMent be fpread over the people, the forces which are levied for 
this expedition, an expedition on which fo much of the honour of 
E 3 our 
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our arms ind the prorperity of oqr trade mull neceflarily ^pend^ 
ought to be Telexed with the greacetl care, and dirciplined with the 
cxafieft regularity. 

On this occalion, therefore, it is furely iinpr<^er to employ troop* 
newly collected from Ihopiand villages, and yet more irrational to truft 
them to the diredion of boys called on this occafion from the frolicks 
of a fchool, or forced from the bofom^ of (heir mothers, and the Cof0 
nefs of the nurfery. It is not without compaflion, coropaflion 
very far extended, that I conHder the unhappy ftriplings doomed to 
t camp, from whom the fun has hitherto been fcreened^ and the 
wind excluded, who have been taught by many tender leAures the 
unwholefomeiiefiof the eveningmifts and the morning dews, who 
have been wrapt in furs in winter, and cooled with fans in fummer, 
who have lived without any fatigue hut that of drefs, or any care 
but tli3t of their complexion. 

Who can forbear. Sir, fome d^ree of fympathy when he fee* ani- 
Dais like thefe talcing their lad farewel of the maid that has fed then 
«ich fweetmeats, and defended them from infers j when he fees ' 
them dreft up in the habiliments of foldiers, loaded with a fword* ' 
and invefted with a command, not to mount the guard at the pa- 
lace, nor to difplay their lace at a review, not to prated ladies at 
the door of an alTembly room, nor to fhew their intrepidity at » 
Country fair, but to enter into a kind of fellowfbip with the rugged 
failor, to heat the tumult of a florm, to fuftain the change of climates, 
and to be fet on (bore in an enemy's dominions ? 

Surely, he that can fee fuch fpeftacles without forrow, muft 
have hardened his heart beyond the common degrees of cruelty, and 
itmay reafonably be cxpcfled, that he who can propole any method 
by which fuch hardfhips may be efcaped, will be thought entitled to 
gratitude and praife. 

For my part, I (hould imagine. Sir, that an cafy method might 
be difcovered of obviating fuch mifery, without leflcning that num- 
ber of officers, which, perhaps, in oppoiition to reafon and ex- 
perience, fome gentlemen will continue to thinlc necelTary, and 
hope that this may be no improper time to declare my opinion. 

I have obferved, that for fome time no private centinel has ever 
rifen to any rank above that of a ferjcant, and that commiffions have 
been refcrvcd as rewards for other fervices than thofc of the camp. 
This procedure 1 cannot but think at once impotitick and unjuA, 

It 
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It 19 impolitkk, Sir, u it has .a natural tendency to cxtingujfli 
in the foldtery all emulation and all indufby. Soldten have an 
equal genius with other men, and undoubtediy tfaeic. might be found •' 
amoi^ them great numbers capable of learning and of improving ■ 
the military fciences 1 but they have likewife the fame love of cafe, 
and the dcfire of honour and of profit, and will not condemn 
diemfelves to labour without the profpea of reward, nor Tacrifice 
Aeirtime to the attainment of that knowledge, which can have 
DO mber effed than to make them difcover the flupidity of their 
coouaaoders, and render their obedience more difficult, as it will 
deftroy that reverence which ii neceSary to fuhordination. 

It is uRJuft, Sir, becaufe it is not to be doubted, that Tome foldiers, 
by the itatural forceof their faculties, or by a laudable adivityof 
mind, have extended their knowledge beyond the duties' of a private 
flaiioo, and he that excels in his profeiHon has an equitable claim to 
diflin^ion and preferment. To advance any man in the army, 
becaufe his father is an orator in the fenate, or the chief inhabitant 
of a borough, Teems not more rational, than to make anolhe^ 
man a judge, becaufe fome of his anceftor* were flcilled in gunnery j 
nor would the lawyers have jufler reafons for complaint ia one ca(e, 
than the fotdiersin the other. 

It ii therefore, Sir, in my opinion, necelTary to the advancement 
of military knowledge, that, as a centincl is, for excelling in his 
ptofeffion, advanced tothed^reeof a fcijeant, the feijeant, who 
continues bis application, and perform* his duty, Ihould, in time, 
be honoured with a commilCon. 

It may be objeaed indeed, that ferjeants, though they are (kilful 
commanders in war, can very feldom arrive at any remarkable fkill 
in politicks, and though they ihould be To fortunate as to gain 
cftates, could never he of any ufc as the reprefentacives ofaborough; 
and to what purpofc fhould thofe men be advanced, who can only 
lerre their country, but can contribute very little to the fupport of 
the courc i 

This ia, I own. Sir, an objedion, which I defpairof anfwering to 
the fatisfaclionof thofe by whom it will be raifed. The hardy fer- 
jeant would never cringe gracefully at a levee, would never attain 
to any fuccefsful degree of addrefs in foliciting votes, and if he 
DiDuld by mere bribery be deputed hither, would be unable to de- 
fend the condvA of hU direfiors. 
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In vindicati0n of the prefent fcbeme, I belien ftw of thoft rug- 
ged warnora woaM find in*nj argainenti { tfacf wouM not recon- 
tnend to die nation a troop of boys* Budnr ths contmnd of bc^s, 
aa tht moft proper fbreei to be ftnt to make conqnefta in diftaM 
countriea, nor would imagine, ttiat unftilfbl ColdKra could, under 
tbe diiedion of efficera equiUjr ignorant with ttiemfelves, atuin th« 
knowledge of their duty in the fame time ai if they were id- 
corporated with regular tro^, in which every man might receiv* 
inOrit^iona, and learn hit bufineTs from hia comrade. 

I had lately, Sir^ the opportunity of hearing the opinion ofona 
of the grcateft generals in (he world, on tbia liibfeft, who declared 
with the utmoft confidence of certainty, that raw troops could be 
difcipHned in a fltort time, only by being incorporated with thofe 
that had been already tsaght their duty, and aflerted, that with an 
army To mixed, he (hnuld think htmfelf fulficiently enabled to 
meet 'any force! of the fame number, and ffiould not fear To acquit 
himfelf fuccefifully, either in attacking or defending. 

Such are the fentiments of this great man, to whom I know 
not whether any name can be of^ofed that defervei equally to be 
leverenccii. ' He has had the honour of defending the righia of his 
country in the fcnate as well as in the field, has fignaltzed himfelf 
equally in the debate and in the battle, and perhaps defcrves lefs 
regard for having hazarded his life, than for having been divcRed of 
his employments. 

Since therefore, it is apparent that great numbers of officera 
are by no means neceflary to fuccefs in war, fince they are dangerous 
to out liberty in time of peace, fince they are certainly expenfive, 
and at bcft not certainly ufeful ; and fince the grcateft general of 
the piefecit age has declared, chat our new levies ought to be 
mingled with our {landing forces, 1 fhall think it my duty to vote 
againft the prefent fchcme of railing new regiments, and fball agreo 
to no other f^pptiel than fuch as may be fu£ciem for adding tbo 
tame numbers to the prefent army. 

General Wade then fpoke as follows: — Sir, though 1 cannot * 
pretend to purfue the honourable gentleman through the whole con^ 
pafs of his argument, nor fhall attempt to fland up as his rival,, 
either in extent of knowledge, or elegance of language, yet as my 
eourfe of life has neceOarily furniflied me with fome obfervationa 
lelating. to '.he quc^Aion befoie us^ and my prcfeat ftatioo in th^ 

. aiipjf 



A. ^740-1 H fi W'^ A t SB D H B H. ff 

tsmj t»%7« in fememMfure, befaul to Dufee it mf dutjr to <IecUre 
my opinioli, I fliall Wj beFoK the houfe a few oonfiJerations, wiUi 
tke ardets inifrficitf of a plain foldier> without engaging in a for- 
md debate, or attempting to overtlijrow die arguoienta of otben. 

It ii fibferved. Sir, that for the greatoft part, die- farther anf 
naa has adTsnccd in life, die left confidence he placet in Ipecolatioo* 
and the more be learni to n^ upon experience as die atAj fure guide 
in fauflitn affairt t and ai the ttanfafiions in which he U engaged are 
Boce iapenant, with the greater anxiety doea he enquire after 
preccdentt, and the more timoraufly doe* he proceed, when he ia 
obligjad to regulate hit conduct by conjefiure or b]r deliberation. 

This rcmarlc, Sir, though it may bejuft with regard to all ftatea 
cf life, is yet more conftantly and certainly applicable to that of the 
ft^dier; becanfe, as his profeflion is more hazardous than any other, 
be moft with more caution guard againft mifcarriages and errors. 
The oM Mdier, therefore, very rarely ventiires beyond the verge of 
experience, unlefs in compliance with Jmrticolar accidents, which 
doe* not make any change in hit general fcheme, or in lituat)ons 
where nothing can prelerve him but fome new firatagem or un- 
prcccdented effort, which arc not to be mentioned. oi part of hia 
original plan of operation, becaufe they are produced aVajs by 
imfOFeleen emergencies, and are to be imputed net to choice but to 
neceffity ; for in confequence of my firft principle, an old foldier 
never willingly involves hirafelf in difficulties, or proceeds in fuch ' 
a nunner at that he may not expert fuccefs by the regular operations 
of Wtf. 

It will not therefore be flrange, if I, who, having ferved in 
the army in the wars of Icing William, may juflly claim the title 
of an rid foldier, fhould not eafily depart from the methods eftabliflied 
in my youth, methods of which their ciTefls have fliewn me, that 
they at lead anfwer the intention for which they were contrived, and 
vrtiich therefore I fhall be afraid of receding, leil thofe which it is 
propofed to fubftitute in their place, however probable in Ipeculation, 
Oiould be found defe^ive in practice, and the reabafngi, which in- 
deed 1 cannot anfwer, fhould beconfuted in the field, where eloquence 
bat very littk power. 

The troops of Britain, formed according to the prefent eflahlith- 
mCRt, have been found fuccefsful ; they have preferved the liberties of . 
Europe, and diivea the aimiei of France before them ; they have 

appealed 
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appeared equally formidable in (leges and in batUes, and with ftrength 
equally irreiiftible have prelTcd forward in the field, and mounted 
I the breach. It may be urged, that this vigour, alacrity* and ruccefa* 
{ canaot be proved to hare been produced- by the number of officers by 
whom they were- commanded } but fince, on the coutraiy, it cannot 
' be fliewn that the number of officers did not contribute to ibeir 
victories, I think it not prudent to try the experiment, which, if it 
fitould fucceed, as it poffibly may, would produce no great ad- 
, vantage \ and if it Ihould fail, and that it may fail no man will deny, 
nuU bring upon us not only the expence whicb we are fo blicitona 
to avoid, but difgracc and lofTcs, a long interruption of our trade, and 
the flaughter of great numbers of our fellow fubje^. 

Thus far. Sir, I have proceeded upon a fuppofition that the ba-. 
laitce of argument is equal on both lides, and that nothing could be 
alleged on one part but experience, or objc&ed to the other but the 
want of it j but as I atn now called to declare my opinion in a ques- 
tion relating to my profeffioii, a queflion of great importance to the 
publick, I Diould think that 1 had not difchargcd my duty to my 
country with that fidelity whicb may juflly be exafled from me, if I 
ihould omit any obfervation that my memory may fuggeA, by which • 
the houfe may be better enabled to proceed in this enquiry. 

I think it therefore proper to declare, that we not only, in the laft 
great war, experienced the ufefulneft of numerous officers, but that 
we have likewife felt the want of them on a %nal occalion, and that ' 
the only gteatcfi advantage whicb our enemies obtained, was gained 
over an army rendered weak by the want of the ufual number c^ 
officers. Such were the forces that were defeated at the fatal battle 
of Almanza, by which almoft all Spain was recovered from us. And 
it is, Sir, the opinion of very Ikilful commanders, that the Germans* 
only by having fewer officers than the French, did not fucceed ia 
thofe long and obftioate battles of Parma and Guaftalla. 

It is indeed natural to imagine, that agreate^ number of officers 
mull promote fuccefs, becaufe courage is kindled by example, and 
it is therefore of ufe to every man to have his leader in his view* 
Shame at one time and afFe^ion at another, may produce the effefia 
of courage where it is wanted, and thofe may follow their com- 
mander, who are inclined to defert their duly; for it is feldom known 
that, while the officers appear confident, theJoldlcrtdeTpair, or that 
they ihink of retreating but after the example of tbeii leaden. 

r- I Where 
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Wliere there are only few officer*, it is apparent Aat more it left 
to diMicei in which it becomes not a wife man to place any coniU 
deoce ; for iF the oSccra are killed at the beginning of tht aStioti, 
the loldien muft become an afelcfa, dcfencelefs herd, without order 
without unanimity, and without defign ; but by the prefent method, 
if an officer happens to fall, his pla<:e is immediately Aipplied bf 
another, the a^ion goes forward, and the enemy receives no advaa- 
tagc from confnlion or delay. 

X am therefore of opinion, that in raifing troops for the -expedition 
DOW intended, the eftabiiflied method ought to be followed, and that 
we ought not to hazard the fuccefs of our attempt by new regula- 
tions, of which no human fagacity can foretel the event. 

Though it cannot be denied, that fome addition might be made to 
oar companies without any vilible or certain inconvenience, yet the 
aagmentation now intended is too numerous to be fo incorporated 
without fome negled of difcipline, as the officers would be cbaieed 
with more meA than they could property fuperintend. 

' There is indeed, Sir, another method of incorporation, by add- 
ing new companies to each regiment; but of this method th« 
advantage would be fmall, becaufe the number of captains and la- 
feriour officers muft be the Tame, and the pay of only the field officers 
would be faved, and this trifling gain would be far over-balanced b^ 
the inconveniencies which experience has fhewn to arife from it. 
There have been regiments formed of thirteen companies inftead of 
ten } but it was found, that as the officers of a company may be over- 
charged, with foldiers, a colonel may likewife have more companies 
than he can conveniently intpeQ, and the antient regulation was re> 
flored, as the leatl liable to difficulties and objedions. 

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the manner in which ourhew 
troops are propofed to be levied, it may be cxpeded that I Aould 
now make fome obfervations on the fervice in which they are to be 
employed, which I «innot think liable to any unanfwerable objection. 
It ia now. Sir, in our choice whether we will fend the new regi- 
ments abroad or keep them at home ; and our choice may eafily be 
determined by comparing the value of ourcolonies with that of their 
mother country. If it be not neceflary to have any army here to de* 
fend usagainR infolts and invafions, the queftion about the manner of 
raifing or employing net regimenii Is fuperfiuouS) becaufe none ought 
to be taifc'l, as our old troopi are fufficicmly numerous for foreign 

fervice. 
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fcrvice. But if tho fecmitf bfjhe ftatian require an army, would 
it not be madners to (tad thofe troopi to a diftafit part of the vorld^ 
in wbich we can confide mod? Would not thofe, who fpeakvttti 
fuch contempt of an frXpediciiAi undkrMken by boya, have a better 
rcafon for their cenfude, if only boys were flationed on ourcoafts to 
repd the veteran* of France i Would not liicb meafuret animate our 
enemies and invite an invafion i 

It may perhaps be urged farther, that the troops which are fent 
into America, are mote likely to fucceed in their dellgn, than 
any regiment of antient eftablifbnient. The chief danger to be 
feared in that part of the world, is not from the eneny but the cli- 
mate, with which young men are moft able to contend, though the^r 
may not be equally qaalitied for attempts in which fkill is cqualljr 
neceflary with vigour, 

I am convinced, Sir, that this war has hitherto been profecutcd 
with ardour and fidelity, and that no meafures have been taken but 
fucb » experience and reabn have fuppoited, and therefore affirm, 
without fcruple, that if we are not fuccefaful, our mifcarriages 
mufl be imputed to the chance of war, from which no prudence can 
exempt us. 

Lord QuARENDoN fpoke next in the following manner, being 
' h^s firft'fpeech : ^-Sir, having but very lately bad th« honour of a 
ftat.in this afTembly, I am confcious how little I am acquainted with 
•ithcr the fubjcSs or f<irms of d^ate, and Should therefore continue 
to liHen to the fentiments of perfons more experienced, with filent- 
■veneration, did I notobferve with how much indulgence they are 
heard who mean well, however deficient in knowledge, or in clo* 
qucnce. 

As the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, Sirr profcfies to have 
formed his opinion rather from fa£ts than arguments, I hope 1 Oiall 
be indulged by rhe houfc, in an attempt to examine thofe fads which 
he has produced, hecaufe I think them not fuffi«ient to fupport his 
pofitions, which muft therefore be eftabliJhed by fome, other proofs, 
before a deciGon of this queflion can be fixed by them. 

With regard to his experience, to which undoubtedly no fmall de- 
gree of veneration is duci he con^lTes that we have tried only one 
of the two forms of ellablifliment now in competition, and that 
therefore, though he has had reafon to appT<vc that with which he 
is mod acquainted, he has no certain proofs of the inefficacy or im- 
pel ti;Aionuf the other. ^ 

But 
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But experience, Sir, may be extended much farther than our owa 
|>erlbn2l trsnraSions, and may very juftly comprehend thofc obferva- 
tions which we have bad opportunities of making upon the condud 
and fuccers of others. This gentleman, though be has only com- 
maoded in the armies of Britain, has (ben the forces of other nationi, 
bat remarked their regulations* and heard of their actions with our 
confederates in the laft war; he has probably aStxA in conjundion, 
and though it is known that they differ from us in the proportion of 
foldiers and officers, he has mentioned no difadvantage which might 
be foppofcd loarife from their eftabliOtment, and therefore, I fup- 
pofc, be cannot deny that their behaviour and fuccefs was the fame 
with that of our own troops. 

The bjttles of Almanza, Parma, and GuaRaIJa, which be has 
particalarly mentioned, were loft, as be informs us, by armies not 
officered according to the cfUbliflimcnc which he recommends to us : 
but it is obfervable that his argument is defedive in an elTential part j 
for though he affirms that the armies which were defeated had fewer 
officers than the enemy, he has neither fbewn, nor attempted to 
Ihcw, that the want of officers occafioned the defeat, or that the 
lofs would have been prevented by a greater number. 
.Thefe inftances, therefore, can be of no efTed on the determina- 
tion of the prefent queAJon ; for though it is certain that at Ger- 
many, and at other places, armies with few officers have loft the 
battle, it is not lefs common for thofe troops that are more libe- 
rally fupplied, to be overthrown by others which are difFerenil/ 
modelled. 

With regard. Sir, to the troops.of Germany, I have heai'd them 
{trailed in many parts of Kurope, as not iuferiour either to thole of 
France, or of any other nation, and have been informed, that their 
ill fuccefs, both at Parma and Guallalla, may be jultly imputed to 
other caufn than the want of officers. 

There has perhaps. Sir, feldom been an example of lirmnefs, 
difcipline, and refolution, beyond that which was fbewn by the 
Germans at the aiSlion of Parma, where they attacked the trenches 
of the French, fuftained the fire of the ramparts of the city, and 
though they lofl their commander in chief and two others, towards 
the beginning of theaSion, they continued the fight for eleven hours, 
and at laft retired only at the approach of nigbL 

LI,., .Google 



€t DEBATXOK [DIC.4-U, 

At Guafialtat Sir, jthey attacked the Frendi in their trenches, 
«TCn with forces mferiour in number, lb hr were they from an^ 
diffidence in the form of their eftablifliineat ; and afrer a fight of 
feven hours, in which their lofs was under all theij dtfadvantages not 
gteam' than that of their eoemiea, they retreated to their former 
camp uninolefted and unpurfued. The Frencht Sir, were prefcrvcd 
in both thefe battles, not by the number of their officers, but by 
their iituation, by woods, cafiines, ditches and intrenchmcnts. 

Nocdo I difcover. Sir, what can be inferred from his obfervation 
cf the influence of example in tJmeofa&ion, bjitthat officers Ihould 
be lele£tedw)th gieatcare, and not be promoted by favour, or interell^, 
or caprice j for an example of cowardice in a leader muft be pernt- 
cions, in proportion as that of bravery is benefiaial ; and at, where 
more officers are fuppofed neceflary, there is lefs room for choice, it 
nuft be allowed that the troops, which have more officers than other 
Ibrce;, are in more danger of being infcfted with cowardice. 

It appears therefore to me that the eiipence of the prefcnt eilablrlh- 
ment is a certain evil, and that the advanrages are very doubtful : it 
appears that the prefcnt ftate of the nation requires frugality, and 
therefore I fhall vote for the incorporation of our new levies with the 
old raiments. 

By this incorporation, Sir, our new-levied troops will be no lon- 
ger diUJnguiflicd from our veterans ; they will be equally acquainted 
with difcipline, and will learn, from the converfation of their afTo- 
ciates, a fpirit of enterprize, and a contempt of danger j we ma/ 
then employ forces equally formidable in all parts of the pubtick fer- 
vice, and invadethe dominions of our enemies, without leaving our 
own country defolate. 

The arguments which the honourable gentleman has olTered in 
defence of fending our younger troops to America, which may like- 
wife be ufed againfl an incorporation, is in my opinion, Str, far 
from being conclufive; for it fuppofes, what will not be granted, 
that a cold climate may be changed for a hotter with more fafety by 
ayo^ng thananold man, I have been told, on the contrary, that 
fuperabundant heat is the great difeaTe of youth, and that the want 
of it produces moil of the infirmities of agej and every one has 
known [he lives of perfons laiiguifliing with age, prolonged by a 
removal into warm countries, lam therefore of opinion, that the 
honourable gentleman's argument ts defective in all its parts, and 
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Ixqie that I fltall not be charged with obftinacy or pervertenefs for dir* 
fenting from bim, 

Mr, HowK fpoke next in fubftance as foI]owi:-~Sir, before I engage 
ioa^cuffion of the qucftion, I cannot but think it necellary to ob- 
femj that the hoiKwrabte gentleman, who fpoke the fec<md in thta 
debate, has been very far front confulting either policy or juftice in 
fail declamation, and that he deviated from' the fubje& only to ri- 
dicule his country, to exalt oor enemies, and deprefs oar efforts. 

He has defcribed, Sir, the Britilh youth, the l»na of noble fa- 
milies, and the hopes of the nation, in terms too contemptuous to , 
be beard without indignation ; he has amufed himfelf with difplay- 
iog tbdr ignorance and their effeminacy, and has indulged his tma- 
^nation in a malignant kind of gaiety, which, however it may divot 
himfelf, is very far from contributing either to the reformation or 
prerention of thofe praftices which he cenfures, 

I believe. Sir, it will be granted, that nothing ought to pleafe but in 
proportion to its propriety and truth ; and, if we try the fatire that 
we have lately heard by this tefl, it will be found to have very little 
claim to applaufe ; for our armies muft be compofed of the youth of 
the nation ; and, for my part, I cannot difcover what advantage we 
ihall gain over the Spaniards, by informing them how little our troops 
are accufiomed to danger, how fhort a time they have been acquainted 
with fatigue, how tenderly they have been nurfed, how cafily they 
nay be frighted, and how certainly they will be conquered, if they 
but meet with oppofltion, 

"Nor, Sir, is fuch an account of the youth of Britain more true, 
JD my opinion, than it is prudent. lam far from difcovering any 
fuch remaikable degeneracy in the age, or any great prevalence of 
cowardice and unmanly delicacy; nor do I doubt of hearing that our 
youth, if they are Tent upon any expedition, have ffaenn that the BritlQi . 
courage is not yet extinguifhed, and that, if they are ranged on the 
plains of America, they will difcover themfelves the fons of thofe 
(hu forced thofe palTes, and thole trenches, that other troops would 
have failed in attempting. 

That the degeneracy of the Britifh youth is at leaft not univerfal, 
wehave jufi now. Sir, received anihconteftableproof from the gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft, and fpoke with fo much elegance pf language, 
and juftnefa of reafoning, as Ibews, that there are to be found, 
wiong the youth of Britain, perfons very well qualified for the Ce~ 

nate; 
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Bate; and I bare never heard that • psft is the umf rc^vtivd 
gceatti abilitiea, 

Tlw i^eaAire, howerer, with whic^ I hare atteiUl«d to his re- 
•Milca, has not fo far pnjui'Kcd me in favour of bis opinion, at that 
I fball a&ly confent to change ibat method of. difciplbie lo wbidi 
•ur troc^ bare been accuftomed, and ef wbkb we know bf expe> 
lience, that it is atlcaft not le(s cfficacioss than that of any other 
jutiQa. CuJhiai5» if tbejr are not bad, are not to be changed, be- 
cavfe it H an argument in favour of a prafiice tfaat the people 
^ve oxperienced it, and approved it» and everj change is difagrecr 
abletothoic who judge only by ptcjutlic^ of whom 1 need not &y 
kow great is the nusiber. 

Many a^menu may. Sir, in my opinion, be added to our cxpe- 
ticiice in farour of the prefent eftabliOiment. The number of officer* 
■ I -but I find myfelf unable to purfue my deftgn, becaulb 1 can 
no lonj^ read mynotci, which, being written by another hand, 
fiimewhat embarntfs me in this decline of the light. 1 fiial) there* 
fcrc only make Come obfcrvations upon the fpeech of the gcnileman 
who fpoke Ihe fecond in this debate, and hope that 1 fltall be al- 
lowed to deviate from the ppinctpal queftion, fince I do it only ia 
purfuiE of another. 

He has obfervcd, that our troopers are mounted upon horles ibat 
arc of no ufi;} a remark. Sir, which I never heard from any other 
|)eribn, and for which, I believe, no authority can be produced : 
rbcy are mounted, indent, upon horfes very different from thole 
which arc nfed by other nations, becaufe fcarccly any other country 
breeds horfes of equal fize and ftrcngth, and, therefore, I am in- 
fi>rnKd that the French have purchafed horfes from this illand, and 
believe that all the cavalry of Europe would be mounted upon our ' 
horfes if they could procure them. I have been informed, that tbdr 
prefTure in the Ihoclc of bartle is fuch as no forces in the world ate 
able to fuRain ; and that it wai not Icls by the ftrengtb of our horfca 
than the fpirit of our fatdiers, that the fquadrons of France were, ta 
the battle of Blenheim, pulbed into the Danube. 

Nor do I lefi difapprove bij cenfure of the choice which has been 
made of (be troops intend^ for the American fervice, wbicbg 
though I ardently d^ue its fuccefj, 1 cannot think of equal infKnt- 
ancc with the defience of our own country } for though wc may bo 
t.difgraccd by a defeat, we can be end^ngeied only by an icvafioo.» 



and thcrefort I tbiak it ii«effary to retain thofc troops on *Iiich w« 
may beft rely for the recurily trf this ifland, left our enemies Ihouy 
tske the sdvaatage of their abfcnce, and fet the pretender on the 

thlOQC, 

Sir WitLlAH YoKOt next rofe, and fpoke to the tffeSt folloWingl 
<— Sir, it i* a ftandtng maxim, both in private life and public tranfac- 
tions, that no man can obtain great advantages^ who is afraid of 
peuy inconvenienctes ; and that he that will hope to obtain his end 
irithoat cxpciice, will languiOi for ever in fruitlers wilhes, and hav« 
die mortification of feeing the adventurous and the libeial enjoy that 
Iclicity, whicht though it is within his reach, he ii afraid of feizing. 

When the.depredationi of the Spaniards became firft the fubjeft of 
(Mtr debates, nothing was heard amongll us but threats of vengeance, 
demands of reparation* alTertions of fovcrcfgnty, and rcfolutions to 
obtain fecurity i the importance of our commerce, the necxflity of 
rigoroui meafures, the danger of pufillaDimtiy, the meannefs of ne- 
gotiation, and the difadvancages of delay, were thundered from ever/ 
part of the houfe. Every man feemed to imagine (hat there was no 
mean between vidory and ruin, and that not to humble Spain was to 
betrayour country to infuits, ignominy and flavery. 

Far was I then. Sir, from fufpeding, that when the war, thus 
vehemently urged, Oiould be declared, that the profccution of it 
would produce any debates. I doubted not but that every man would 
bcdefirous of fignalizing his zeal for the profperity of commerce, by 
expediting the fupplics, and forwarding the preparations, and that 
the only contention among ui would be, who fliould appear the moft 
aident enemy of Spain. 

But no fooaer are hoftilities begun agatnft this infolent and opprtj^ 
live nation, thaothofe whoexpreiledmoft refentment at the prudei:ce 
and moderation by which they were delayed, thofe that accufed cverf 
attempt for an accommodation, of cowardice, and charged the mi- 
niftry with conniving at the rapine of pirates, be^n to enquire into 
the neceffity of the expcncei occafioned by the war, to harangue on 
the advantages of parfimony, and to think it of more importance to 
eafe oor taxes, than to fubdue our enemies. 

In putfuance of this new do3rine they are now endeavouring to 
railittrrafa the meafures of his majclly, that they may favej according 
to their own computation, only thitty thoufand pounds, which in 
tcaliiy 1 can eafily fliew to be no mure than fifteen thoufand. 

Vol. I. F ^..oo^^ 
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For the fake of this important fum, our army is to be modelled by 
9 new reiulation, 2nd the fucccfs of the war' is to be impeded, the 
fecurity of our commerce to be hazarded, and our colonies are to be 
en J angered. 

Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue, but is, like others, to be praftifed 
on proper occafions : to compute expences with a fcrupulous nicety 
in time of war, is to prefer money to fafety, and, by a very per- 
vcrfe kind of policy, to hazard the whole for the prefervatron of a 
part. 

' The gentlemen. Sir, who have moft endeavoured to" difttnguiQi 
thcmfelves as the conftant opponents of the admin iflration, have 
charged it, on all occafions, with giving encouragement to the Spa- 
niards, but can charge it with nothing fo likely to raife the confi- 
dence and confirm the obdinacy of the enemy, as the objedtiona 
which they thcmfelves have made to the prefent fcheme of levying 
forces J for to how great a degree of poverty mull they believe that na- 
tion reduced, of which the warmeft patriots Uruggle to fave a fum 
fo inconfiderable, by an experiment of fo much uncertainty ? And 
how eafily will the Spaniards promife themfelves, that they Ihall gain 
the viftory only by obliging us to continue tn a ftate of war, a Rate 
which, by our own confeflion, we are not able (o fupport i 

Had any other argument, Sir, been produced than the neceffity 
of parfimony, it had been lefs dangerous to have agreed to this new 
fchcmc ; but to adopt it only for the fake of fparing fifteen ihou'fand 
pounds, would be to make ourfdves contemptible, to intimidate our 
allies, and to unite all ihofe againft us, who are inclined to trample 
on mifery, and to plunder wedknefs. 

I am inclined to judge fo favourably, Sir, of the irtienlions of 
Ihofe whom I am now oppofing, that I believe they have only ufed 
this argument, becaufe they were able to produce no other, and that 
if either rcfon or experience bad been on their fide, the poverty of 
the nation had not been mentioned. 

But the honourable gentleman, who has been fo long engaged in 
military employments, has fhewn that all our fuccefs has been ob- 
tained by the prefent eflabliflimcnt, and that the battle in which we 
fuffercd moft, was loft by our unfortunate deficiency of officers. 

Nordo his reafons. Sir, however modeftly offered, defcrve lefs re- 
gard than his experience, for he has (hewn that a greater number of 
•flicers naturally contiibutc toprcfervedifciplinc, and excite couragCi 

' and 



jLi 1740.] NEW-R.AISSD UBM. 67 

lod it is not neceflary that a maa IhouM be much a foliler to dlfcovcr, 
that dircipline and courage united, mufl generally prevail. 

To the examples which he has produced in favour of his opinion, 
it has been objcded, that vidorics equally wonderful have been 
gained with fewer officers, and, by the honourable gentleman that 
^loke the fecond on this occalton, ihe aflians of Eugene were op* 
pofed to thoTc of the duke of Marlborough. 

Thatvidoties have been gained by troops difierentljf regulated^ [ 
cannot deny ; vi^ries have liicewife been gained, Sir, under ever/ 
circumflsnce of difadvantage ) vidories b>ve been gained by infcriour 
num1>crE« and by raw troops, over veteran aroniest yet no prudent 
general ever produced thefe tnftancea as arguments agatnll the ufe- 
fulnela of difcipline, or as proofs that fupcriority of numbers was 
no advaouge. 

The fuccefa of prince Eugene in the late War, was far from con* 
viocingthe BritlOi general, that the German eflablifliment was pie' 
ftrable to our own ; for he required that the Heflian troops, which 
wen paid by Britain, ihould be officered like our national troopSt 
lo thia he could be influenced only by his own opinion } for he nei- 
ther nominated their officers, nor could advance his imereft at home 
by creating new pofts to which he did not recommend ] he could 
therefore only regard the fuccefs of the 'war* and changed their 
model only becaufe he thought it defedlivck 

The Germans themlelves. Sir, are far front imagining that their 
armiea might not be made more formidable by approaching nearer to 
the Btttifli methods i for one of their officers, a man of great reputation 
and experience, has informed me, that they were convitlced of their 
defedf aud that nothing hindered them from adding more ofHcer*| 
but the fear of expences j that they imputed all their defeats to the 
neceffity of parfimony, that their men wanted not courage but 
leaders, and that their enemies gained advantages merely by the fup«* 
riofity of their opi^lencc. 

lo the late war it was common fbr the auxiliary troops^ when they 
Were fent upon any expedititm of itdportancei to be fupplied with 
officers either from their other regiments, or by the Britiih forces } 
to neccilary did the duke of M'rlborough think a larger number of 
f>fficex* in time of a£lion, that where he could not alter the cllab|ifli- 
ment* b* <kviated £rodl the common methods of war, and tiansfer- 
Fi nd 
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red his ofiicers occafionalljr into troops over which they had do 
fettled authority. 

It i) therefot'e mofl evrdent. Sir, that the model on which our 
troops are formeJ, was, b^ms great commanckr, preferred to that' 
which is now lb warmly Fecommended^ and I know not why we 
fliould recede from his praAice, if we arc defifous of his fuccefs. 

Nor can I difcover. Sir, any better method of feleding otkcn; 
than that which has of late been followed; however fome may ccn- 
furc or ridicule it. To advance gentlemen to command feems to be 
the moK lilccly way to unite authority with ranic, for no man will" 
ingly obeys thofe to whom he has lately fcen himfelf equal, orwboie 
conduA in lower flations he has perhaps had opportunities (rf ex- 
•miniog too nearly. 

The diftinfiion of birth, however chimerical in itfclf, has been 
To long admitted, and fo univerfally received, that it i> generally 
imagined to confer on one man an indelible and evident fuperiority 
over another, a fuperiority, which thofe who would eafily imagiae 
themfelves equal in merit cannot deny, and which they allow more 
willingly, becaufe, though it beaii advantange to poflefa it, to winl 
it cannot be julUy confidered as a reproach. 

For this reafon. Sir, men chearfully obey thofe to whom their birth 
fcems to have fubjefled them, without any fcrupulous enquiries into 
their virtue or abilities ; they have been taught from their childhood 
to confidcr them as placed in a higher rank than ihemfelvcs, and are 
therefore not difgufted at any tranflent buHH of impatience, or fad* 
den darts of caprice, which would produce at leaft refcntment, and 
perhaps mutiny, in men newly exalted from a low datton. The 
tnore attentively. Sir, we look upon the world, the more tlrongly 
fball we be convinced of the truth of tfaefe afiertions, and the more 
evidently fhall we difcovfr the influence which operates, in a degre« 
fcareely credible, even to thoft who have experienced its power, and 
which is indeed one of the chief means of fubordinaticHi, by which 
fociety is held together. 

Nor are officers of birth. Sir, to be ptef<rrcd to men who are re^ 
commended by nothing but military fervice, only becaufe they are 
more chearfully obeyed, but for another reafon of equal importance; 
It has been obferved, that, in reality, they difcharge the duty of 
commandere in a manner oiere likely to prefcrvedlgnl^ and encreafe 

teveiencej 



fererence ; that they difcover, on all occafions, a (tntc of honour 
and dread of dilgrace, wbich are not eafily to be found in a mind 
contra&ed by a meui education, and deprelTed by long habits of fub- 
jefiion. "' 

It is not indeed, Str, univerfally and unvariably certain, that a 
man railed from meannefs and poverty, will be infolent and oppref- 
five } nor do I doubt but there are many now languifhing in obfcu- 
■ity, wbofe abilities might add new luflre to the higheS honourt, and 
Vhofe integrity would very faithfully difcharge the mod impottanc 
truft, and in their favour, where-ever they can be difcovered, f»me 
exceptions ought to be made ; but as general rules arc generally to 
be followed, as well in military regulations as other tran factions, it 
will be found upon the eXaSell enquiry, by no means improper to 
advance gentlemen to pofts of command rather than private fentincis, 
however fkilful or courageous. 

It is to be confidered. Sir, that .the prefent ftate of the con- 
tinent, has for many years made it ncccfTary tofupport an army 
even when we are not engaged in an a£lual war; that this army, 
though of late it has, for the eafe of the people, been fometimes 
encamped during the fummer, is for the greatefl part quartered in 
towns, and mingled with the refl of the community, but governed 
at the fame time by the officers, and fubjedt to the martial law. It 
has often been obferved by tbofe who have argued againfl ftanding 
forces, that this difference of government makes different focieties, 
which do not combine in the fame intcreft, nor much favour one 
.another; and it is indeed certain that feuds are fometimet produced, 
that when any private quarrel happens either by drunkennefs, 
or accident, or claims really difpuiable, between a foldicr and any 
other perfon, each applies for fupport and aJBIlance to thofe in 
the fame condition with himrelf, the caufe becomes general, and the 
foidiers and towalioen are not ealily rellraiaed from blows and blood- 
ied. 

It it true likewile that the rhetoric of the patriots has been fo effi- 
cacious, that their arguments have been fo clamorouQy echoed, and 
their weekly produaiona fo diligently difperfcd, that a great part of 
the nation, as men always wi|liogly admit what will produce imme- 
diate eafe or advantage, believes the array to be an ufelcfs burthen 
impofed upon the people for the fupport of the miniftry ; that the 
landU^rd therefore looks upon the foldiet as an inuuder forced into 
Fj his 
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bis houfe, and rioting in floth at his expence ; and the farmer and 
ttianufaflurcr have learned to call the army the vermin of the 
Jand, the caterpillars ftf the nation, the derourers of other men's Jn- 
duttry, the enemies of liberty, and the (laves of the court. 

It is not to be fuppofed, Sir, that the foldiers entertain the fams 
ideas of their profeflion, or that they do not conceive thcmrctvet in- 
Tured by fuch reprcfenrations : they undoubtedly confider themfelves 
iLB (he bulwark of their country, » men fclefted for the defence of 
the rtjft of the community, as thofe who have engaged at the hazard 
pf thfir lives to repel invafion and reprefs rebellion, and who con- 
tribute more than their part to the general felicity, by fecuring pro- 
perty and preventing danger. 

It Is not to be doubted. Sir, but Ibntlments fe widely diflerent, 
|nu(l produce an equal conti/ariety of claims, and dtverfity of con- 
duct : t|ic trader imagjnes, that the man who fublifts upon the taxe^ 
which arc raifed only from his labour, ought to confider himfelf at 
^is inferior at leall, if not as his hireling and his fervant ; the foldicr 
wonders bow l)e c^n ever conceive himfelf fufficiently grateful to hinn 
that has devoted hjs life to his defence, and to whom he muft By for 
. pra(e£tion whenever danger fliall approach him, and concludes that 
he has an inconteftible right to the better part of that, of which the 
prefervatii^n of the whole depends upon him. 

Thus does felf-tove inagnify every man in his own eyes, and (o 
ditferenily will men determine when each is to judge in his own 
caufe.' Which of thefe competitors thinks moft juftly of his owi^ 
fl-icion and charafier, or whether both are not miflaken in their opi- ' 
jiton, I think it by no means neceffary to decide. This at leaft t| 
pvident, that to prefcrve peace and harmony between two bodies of 
men obliged |o Ijve together with fentiments fo oppofite, there is re- 
quired an uncommon degree of prudence, moderation, and knon>> 
"ledge of tpgnlfind, which is chiefly to be exertcd-on the part of tbc 
foldieri, becaufe they are fubjei^ to oiore rigorous command, and aPQ 
more eafily governeJ by the authority of their fuperidrs. 

Let us fuppofe any difpute of this kind, Sir, to happen where (bq 
foldiers yicre commanded only by private fentinel), difguiled in the 
^refs of officers, but retaining, what it cannot be expc^Ud that tbey 
f^ould fuddenlyhe able to lay afids, the prejudices which they had 
JDibihcd in the ranks, ^nd all th> ardour ef trifling competition in 
^ybjch llieir flation bad once engaged tbein, VVlMt could be cx- 
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ftBed from their coundts and diredion f Can it be imagined that 
riiey would enquire impartially into the original caufe of the difpntc, 
that they would attend equally to the parties, endeavour by mildnefs 
and candour to foften tbe maleYoleoce of each, and terminate the 
difpute by £bme addrefaful expedient, or decent accommodation 7 He 
fsrely mufl: be very litt!e acquainted with the vulgar notions of bra- 
fcry and honour, that could form any hopes of fuch conduA. 

The plain roldier^ Sir, has not accuftomed himfclf to regulate bis ' 
motions by reafon, nor has learned any more of honour, than that it 
condftt in adhering invaiiably to hii pretentions, even though he 
Ihould difcover that they are falfe } and in rcfcnting affronts with the 
utmoft rigour, even when they were provoked by bimfelf, he is 
taught, that it is his bufinefs to conquer in whatever caufe, and that 
to de&ft from any of his attempts, or retra^l any of bis aflertions, is 
unworthy of a dian of honojr. 

Warm with fuch notions as thcfc, Sh", would fuch officers, as have 
been recommended by the honourable gentleman, apply themfelves 
to the termination of difTcrences i Without any knowledge of the laws 
of fociety, without any fettled ideas of the different rights of di&erent 
perfons, they would have nothing in view but the honour of their 
profeffion, noi endeavour to fupport it by any other method than 
that of violence. If a Toldier was affront^ by a farmer, they would 
probably lay his territories wafle, and ravage his plantations like an 
enemy's country ;' if another difagreed with his landlord, they would 
advifc him to make gosd hli quarttrs^ to invade the magazines of pro- 
vifion without rellraint, to force the barricadocs of the cellar, and to 
fcrage in thellables without controul. 

B-jt gentlemen, Sir, arc proper judges of debate;s between the ar- 
my and the reft of the community, becaufe they are equally related 
tft both parties, as men who poflefs or expe£l eftates, or who are al- 
lied ro thofe whofe influence arifes from their property. As men 
bred in affluence and freedom, and acquainted with the bleflings of 
Our conffitutiop, and the ncceiGty of civil government, they cannot 
willingly contribute to the increafe of the military power, and as 
members of the army they cannot but be defirous to fupport their 
own rank, and to hinder their profeffion/rom finking Into contempt j 
it is therefore their care to reprcfs infolence on one part, and to pre- 
»enl opprcllion on the other, to flop dii&niions in their beginning, 
Wd reconcile all the diSerent pretenfions of Britons and loldiers. 

F 4 ' " I Am 
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I An linked Turprixcd, Sir, to hev tbe proBiMion of fcrjeaau 
recoaimendeti bytfae hon6urable|Cfiileinjin whbhufo often drain- 
ed his Jungs, an4 eifhaafted his invention^ to explain how mwik 
our conftitution is efldangcred by the army, how readily tfaoiTc men 
will concar in the abojiiitm of ,property who laye nothing to loro^ 
ttti howeafily Aey iBdy b« perfuaded to defttvy the libertieaoF dieir 
country* who are already cut off from the enjoyment of them, who, 
therefore, can only behold wilh envy md malevolence thofc advan- 
tages which they cannot hope to poBife, tnd which produce in 
them no other tSeSts than a quicker ftnfe of their own mifery. 

Upon what principles, Sir, any gentleman can form thofe notions, 
or wich what view he can fo long and fo ftudioufly difpcrfe them, it 
is his province to explain, for the only reafon that can he offered by 
any other perlbn for his incelHnt declamations, chc dcfire of fe- 
curtng his country from the oppreflion of a Handing army, is novt 
for ever overthrofro by (his new propofal ; which, if it were to be 
received, would in a very few years produce an army proper to be 
employed in the execution of the mod deteftable deligns, an army 
that could be of no other ufc than to gratify an ambitious prince or 
9 wielded miniftry, as it would be commanded, not by men who had 
Joft (heir liberty, but by men who never enjoyed it, by men wha 
would ^boIiCh our conflitution without knowing that they were en- 
gaged in any criminal undenaking, who have no other fenfc of the 
enjoyment of authority than that it is the power of afling without 
contTOul, who have no knowledge of any other laws than the com-i 
fnandl of their fuperiors. 

To men like thefe, Sir, to men ralfcd up from poverty and fcr- 
yility to rank and power, to ignorance invefted with command, and 
to mcaiineri elated with pretermcnt, would any real patriot, any 
zealous aflcrtor of liberty, any inilexihie enemy to the corruptions, 
pf the minit^ry, confign the protcftion of his country, and intruf^ 
to thcfe our happinefs, properties, ^d our lives ? 

Whether the honourable gentleman has changed any oFthclen- 
timcnts, which he has hitherto appeared to admit wich regard to> 
thcatniyi Whether this new determination Js only an inftance of thst 
yiconfiftcncy, which is fcarcely to be avoided in the vindication of a 
bad cauTe, or whether he vyas betrayed to it only by his hatred of the 
a^Iminiftration^ which would piTompt him to'rccant his own advice^ 
if It Qiould happen to. l?e approved^ I ^ill not pretend to determine. 
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^•t I muftlameat on thitoccafion the entertaiatnent which thehoufe 
vill lofc, by the eternal ceflaiioa of any harat^es on the artny^ 
finoe he ouuiot now declaim oa either put without contradtdiag 
lus fonner declaratioiu. 

Nor will the honourable gentleman £ad left difficulty in proving^ 
that jufiiee, rather than policy, lequiiet the piomotiou of fcrjcants 
to commiffioR*. Miliuty preferments sie always at the difpofal of 
the crown, nor can any right be pretended to thcmi but fuch as arifes 
from the cuftom which bas been generally followed in confeiiog 
tbeirt, which is not only vaiiabic at pleafurc, but has never been at 
ai time regularly obletved. The order of rouiion has been fuffered 
JodicEinn' ^ (o proceed, becanle of two perfons othcrwile equal, he that ' 
has fervcd longcft may plead the moH merit j but the plea of ferr- 
vice bas been always over- ruled by birth or powerful recommen- 
dation. And though, Sir, it Ii natural for men difappointed to 
complain, yet as tbole officers, wbofe prefermcrit has been delayed* 
wercoot thought in reality to have received any injury, their mui^ 
murs have been the lefs regarded. 

It might be expeded. Sir, from a patriot, a lamcntcrof the de- 
generacy of mankind, and an inflexible opponent of corruption, 
that be fhould conGdcr rather faiSs than perfons, ihat he Ihould 
regulate his decifion .by the unvariable principles of reafon and 
juftice, and that theFcfore he fhould not applaud at one time what 
be condemns at another. 

But this gentleman feems to have eftabliflicd Tome new maxima 
of conduA, and perhaps upon new notions of morality ; for he 
/eems to imagine, that his friend* may feizc as their right, what bb 
sdverfaries cannot touch without robbery, though the claim of both 
be the fame. 

It is well known, Sir, to the whole army, that a noble perfttn 
whofe abilities arefo louJIy celebrated, whole virtues arc fo liberally 
pralfed, and whofe removar from his military employments is fo 
fclemnly lamented as a publicic cabmiiy, obtained his iirll prcrer< 
mcnts by prctcnQons very different from military merit, and that at 
tbc age only of feventcen, a time of life in which, whatever might 
be his abilities, very little prudence or experience cuuld be expected, 
be was advanced to the command of a regiment, and exalted above 
many officers whofe li^nawn brsvery iuid fretjucnf hazards t^titlod 
U^cm to favour. 

Ido 



74 DBftATibw [dec, 4-1 Ij 

I do not alTert that he wai undefervedljr promoted, or condemn 
thofe who eiiher folicited or granted hii commiffion ; I maintsin on!y» 
that what was then reafonable and ju0, i( not now either iniquitous 
w ridiculous, and difFerent pcrfons in the lame cireumftancei have 
Slight to the fame treatment. 

In the reign of queen Anne, a reign, Sir, which eveir BritMi 
rectrflefU with To much fatisfai^ion, and which will for ever aSbrd 
examples of the wifeft councils, and moft fucccfsfu) wars, when new 
regiments were to be raifed, it' was far from being thought necellary 
toobfcrve'this gentleman's farouritc method of rotation ; pofts were 
fitled, not with the officers of other regiments, that room might be 
left for the promotion of ferjeants, but with gentlemen who had never 
fetn a battle, or learned any part of the military difcipllne. 

But though. Sir, the regulation of our army be thus vioIentTy 
Kttacked, the grcateil crime of the miniftry is, in this gentleman'* 
Of inion* that of levying new troops, when wc have no employment 
for our ftanding forces, of laying unneceflaryimpofitions upon the 
nation, and aUrming with the fears of an invafion, only that the 
army might be encreafed. 

On this bead. Sir, a declaration of the duke of Marlborough fads 
been produced, -with a great pomp of ctrcumlfances, and fuch a 
feeming accuracy of narration, that the attention of the houfe was 
engaged, and the account was received with all the folemnity of 
univcrfal filence, and with the veneration due to fo high an authority 
in aquellion of fo much importance. 

The fubjei^ is indeed fo worthy of regard, that I think. Sir* 
every man ought to contribute to its elucidation, and, therefore, 
I lake the liberty of addiiyg to the honourable gentleman's relation, 
what I hope will be heard with equal curiolity, the method by 
which that great commander propofed to put a ftop to an invalion 
with fo fmall a number. 

He was very far, Sir, from imagining that he {hould be able lo 
jepel them by optfn force, he was far from being fo confident of his 
fuperiority in military Ikill, as to imagine that he (hould defeat them 
by ilratagem, and therefore, he defigned, by burning the villages, 
and daftroying the country, to deprive them of the means of fubfif- 
tence, and harrafs them with famine; to hover at a diftance, and 
cut oS thofe parties wliicti n^csfllty fbould force out to forage, 

Ult 
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till 1 body of troops could be adembled fufficient to overthrow tbem 
in a battle, or to drive them back to cheir Ihips. 

Such was the fcheme. Sir, as I have been informed, of thia g;reat 
man, nor, perhaps, can any other bo ftruck out by human abilitin, 
vboe greater numbers are to be oppofed by fmaller. But thb 
Icheme, though preferable in the lafl extremities to flavery, is fuck 
■s cannot be mentioned without horror, and of which the executicn 
cu^t to be avoided by every expedient that can be praftifed without 
the dargcr of our liberties. We ought certainly not to t^cQ a nau- 
feous medicine, by which that health ispreferved, which, if loft* 
can ontf be rellored by the amputation of a limb. 

As it was therefore iieceflary, Sir, to fecuie our coafts from am 
jnvafioo, it wa$ QecefTaxy to raife new troops for the American ex-, 
pedition ; nor did this method produce any delay, for the regiments 
were compleatcd a long time before the Ihips of war and the tranf- 
pons were ready to convoy and receive them, nor could tho utmoft 
Mdour and diligence difpatch them fooner from our coafts. 

The Ihips, Sir, were by the violence of a froft; fcarcely ez- 
amplcd, retained for a long time in the harbours, without a poQibi- 
)ily of being put to fea ; when they were all aJTembled at the p\we 
appointed for their conjun^ion, they wailed for a wind ; all the 
delay that can be objeded, was produced by the feafons, of which 
(he regulation was in no m^n's power. 

But the time. Sir, which was unwillingly fpent ia the camp, 
was not however loH or mifemploycd, for the troops were, by the 
order of the general, every day cxercifed, and inflrufled in the arc 
of war, fo that what was loft in time, was more than recompcnfod 
by the advantage of better difcipHne. 

Nor did thefe troops appear an herd fo ignorant and contemptible, 
as ihey have been reprefented by malicious invedjves and ludicrous 
defcriptions ; there were not indeed among them many grey-headed 
varriors, nor wpre their former campaigns and paft exploits the 
fubjefls of their converfation; but there was not one amongft them 
who did not appear ready to fuffer, in the caufe of his country, all 
that the moft hardened veteran could undergo, or whofe alacrity 
andcagerncfs did not protnife pcrfeverance in the march, and intie- 
pidlty in the battte. 

Their general. Sir, whofaw them purfue their exercifes, declared 
_ )io\r ^ucii he yrat Satisfied wuh their proficiency, applauded their 

«rp:ararce. 
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■ppefirance' «jul rxprefTed bis confidence in their courage ; nor do 
I doubt, but our enemies will find, that U is notneceflary to Tend out 
our moft formidaible forces tohiunUe then), and that the youth of 
Britain will compenrate their want of experience by their courage. 

if I, Sir, hare been drawn afidefrom .the prefent qiieftion, it U 
by ftdtowing, perhaps, with an cxa£icc(a too fcrupulous, the ho- 
•oorable ^Qlteman, whofe propositions i have nowfliewn to be er- 
roneous, and whofe reproaches will, I believe, now appear rather 
4fae effe^ of dibppoimmcnt than of zeal, and therefore Idiink 
it now neceflTary to return to the bulinefs before us, the conlidc- 
ration of the prefcnt eflHbltfliment, from which, as it was approved 
tythe dufce of Marlborough, and has been defended with very ftrong 
arguments by one of the moft experienced officers of this time, I 
cannot think it fafcor prudent to depart. 

Mr. Grenville fpoke next to the following effed: — Sir, as % 
noble perfon has been frequently hinted at in this debate, to whom 
my relation is well known, and whom, as I know him well, I have 
the ftrongcft motives to reverence and honour, I cannot forbear to 
give, on this occafton, an atieftation which he will be allowed to 
dcferve by all thofe whom intereft has not blinded, and corruptioa 
<}ep raved. 

It will be allowed, Sir, that he is one of thofe who are indebted Tor 
their honours only to merit, one whom the malice of a court cannot 
'debafc, as Its favour cannot exalt ; be is one of tbofe whole lofs of 
employments can be a reproach only to thofe who ulce them from 
•him, as he cannot forfeit them hut by performing his duty, and can 
only ^iveoffcncc by Itcady integrity, and a refolution to fpeakasbe 
thinks, and to a3 as his confcience dilates. 

There are. Sir, men I know, to whom this panegyric will teem 
romantic and chimerical, men to whom int^rity and confcience 
are idle founds, men who are content to catch the word of tbeit 
leader, who have no fenfeofthe obligation of any law but the fu- 
. preme will of him that pays tbem, and who know not any virtue hgc 
diligence in attendance, and readinefs in obedience. 

It is furcly, Sir, no h}h to the noble pcrfon to be debarred from 
any fellowQiip with men like thefe. Nothing can be more unpleafiog 
to virtue than fuch a filuation as lays it under a neceflity of be- 
holding wickcdncfs tb^it cannot be refprmed j as the fight of a j>eft- 
houfc mult raifc horror, thgugh we Uiould fu^pofe thefpeflator fe- } 
cure from the contagbn. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Okd fpoke next, la fobfiance ar firfbwt :~Sirf ai- I UDnoe 
ipprovc the Icheme no* propoTed, for augfEtentii^ our forces* I Ondb 
eodearour to ihew wb]r the arguments, by which it his hithcitabecn 
fapponed, bare failed to convince me, and (hall lay before the bonrc 
bxBc i^afoo* againft it, to which I fliajl expe£l an anfwer, before t 
thall tbink that I can agree to it, without f^wndcrii^ the aaoDDf 
of which my conftitueats have intfufled lite with the difpofal. 

The argament. Sir, with which this motion was intrdduced,. 
iriiich is indeed the ftrongeft that has yet been o&red, was, thu thia: 
cflimite is kfs eipen&vc than one that was laid .before che houfe in a 
late ceign, and that thcfcforeit could not reafanabty be charged with. 
atrav^ance. 

Let U3 now confider this argument with that care which is required 
by theiu^rtance of the quellion, let us enquire what conrequencet 
will fellow front it, and to what previous fuppoGtions it mufi owe it< 
&>ce. ^ 

The argument. Sir, evidently fuppofes .that the eftimate in king' 
William *i reign was drawb up without any intencton to deceive the 
boufe, or to raife money for purpofcs different from thofe for Which- 
it was really expended. But if we bif^ofe that eflimate to be'frau- 
dolently calculated, this may contain the fame fallacies in t lower 
degree, and the only merit that can be daimed by the authors of it,, 
will be, that they are not the moft rapacioos plunderers of thiir 
coontty, that however they may be charged with profufion of 
pnUicfc money, they are yet more modeft than fome of their pre- 
dcccflbrs. 

Bat it is known, Sir, that in king William's reign, very itm efti' 
mates were honeftly computed ; it is known that the rotation of 
puties, and fluAoation of meafutei, reduced the miniftry to fubflft 
apon artifices, to amufe the fenate with exorbitant demands, only 
tint they might obuin the necefTary grants, and to pretend ex- 
penca which never were incurred, that the fupplies which the pub- 
lick affiitrs really required, might not be witb-held s as fraudulent 
trtdefmen fix immoderate prices, that the buyer may make offers pro* 
ponionate to their demands. 

The cftimates therefore of that reign are of very little aaihcMity; 
dioagh they might fometimes pafs the houfe without cenfure; for it 
ii to be confldcred, that by the frequency of new eledions, the 
treated, part of the members were often unacquainted with the flat»of 

publick ^> 
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pnblict account** *ai diit sa army ma So little knowd to this Uo^ 
iouiy that the troe expence of it might cafily be concealed. 

Nor it tjtb, Sir, the only fallacy of thil argument ; for it fuppofes 
Kkewile, tbit the nation i* no lefs wealthy than in the time whe« 
that compntation was o&red, with which this is fo triumphantly 
coinpaied. For e*cry man knows that publicic as well as private 
etpencet are to be pr<^rtionc(I to the rcrenue by which they are 
iupplied, and that the charges which are eafily fupponed at one time, 
nay threaten ruin at anodier. 

But unhappily. Sir, it is erident, that, flnce the days <^ that fore- 
reign, the nation has been exhaufted by a long and wafteful war, 
and lince, by a peace equally deflrudivcj it is embarrafied with an 
enormous debt, and intanglcd in treaties, of which the fupport may 
call every day for new expences ; it has fuficrcd fincc that tiooe • 
tboufand loflcs, but gained no advantage, and yet the expenccs of 
that time are mentioned as an example to be compared with thofe 
which are propofed in this. 

The difference of the condition of the BritiQi nation at thofe two 
periods of time. Sir, is not lefs than that of the fltength of the fame 
man in the vigour of youth and the frigidity of old age, in the 
flufh of health and the languor of difeafe, of the fame man newly 
tilen from reft and plenty, aftd debilitated with hunger and fatigue. 

Tomakefuch a comparifon, Sir, betrays at leaft avery criminal 
infcnGbility of the publick mifeiy, if it may not be charged with 
greater malignity. I know not whethef thofe who fball hear of 
this debate, may not impute fuch refletflions rather to cruelty than 
negligence, and imagine that thofe who Iquaader the treafure of the 
nation, take plcafure in reproaching that poverty which their coun- 
felt produce, and indulge their own vanity by contemplating the 
calamities fmm which ihey arc tbcmfelves fecurc, and to which they 
are indebted for opportunities of incicafing their own fortunes, and 
gratifying thetr ambition. It u evident, that an cftimate which re- 
quires lefs than that which bos been mentioned, may yet cxad more 
than the nation can now raife, without Feeling too great inconveni* 
cncies to be compenfated by the advantages which can beexpcded 
from our new forces. Nor U it fufficicnt that it is lower than thofe 
«f former times t for as it ought to be the care of thegovernmcot 
-to preferve the eaii; and happinefs of the people, it fhould be r»> 
duccd in proportion to the diminution of the national wexltfa. 

Tb* 
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The right honourable gentleman confrffes. Sir, that frHgality jj a 
virtue, and his argument fuppofcs that to contraQ expences is an ar- 
gument of prudent meafures ; why then is be afraid of ^rrytng virtue 
to a greater height, of making the burthen ftill more light, and pre- 
ferring the cheapeft eftimate that can be propofcd, when it is aflcried 
by thofc wbofe authority is moft worthy of regard, that it will 
produce no wealcnels in our troops, nor give our enemies any fu- 
periority ? 

I do not pretend any other flcill in military affairs, than may be 
gained by cafual converfation with foldiers, and by a curfory ob- 
ferration of daily occurrences ; but I fpeaic with greater confidmce oa 
thii occalioD, becaufe I do not think any other qualifications necef- 
fary for the determination ^of this <]ueftion, than a habit of juft rc*- 
ibning and freedom from the prejudices of intereft. 

Everyman knows, Sir, without amilitary education, that it i* im- 
prudent to purchare any thing at a greater price which may be pro- 
cured at a lefs, and that when the fame fum will buy two things, 
of which one is evidently preferable to the other, the befi ought to be 
cholen. 

If the application of either of ihefe two portions will decide this 
contioverfy, there will be no need of recurring to experience, of 
citing the authority of foreign commanders, of comparing the aSiona 
of the German and Britifh generals, or ofenquiring how battles have 
been loft, or to what vidories are to be afcribcd. 

It is evident. Sir, that the fcheme now propofed, is twiceascoRIy 
as that which is recommended in oppolition to h, and therefore, un- 
lefs it will produce twice the advantage, it muft be acknowledged to 
be imprudently cholen. The advantage in war, is to be rated by 
comparing the ftrength of different numbers in di^rent circum> 
fiances, ind enquiring what degree of fuperiority will be found. 

If we fuppofe. Sir, two bodies of men eijually armed and di- 
fciplined oppofed to each other without any advantage of Ctuation, 
ve muft conceive that neither party could be conquered, that the ba- 
lance of the day muft remain equal, and that the conteft would con- 
tinue undecided. 

It cannot be objected to this fuppolition. Sir, that no fuch event ts 
Rcordedin hiftory, becaufe in war many caufes really aA which can- 
not be eftimated ; one army may confift of foldiers more courageous, 
and more confident in the juAlce of their caufe; unforefeen accidents 

nay 



may opente^ orders may be miflaken, or leadert may be mfflnformtd ; 

liut all there confident ions aie to be fet afide in Ipeculationj becatU? 
tbey may equally be.alJcged on either part. 

Xwo bodies of men, Sir> equally nuraeroui, being thcrerore fup* 
p(^ e<;ua1, it ia to be enquired hpw eitber may be fupeiior to the 
ather. U is propofed on one part to produce tbts tSe£t by doubling 
the number of oScert rather than incrcating tbat of the roJdiers, oo 
^ other to double the foldiers under the fame officers, the expsnce 
teiog the fxme of both methods-. 

When two armtei modelled according to thefe different fahemes 
enter the field, what event can be expend ? Either five thouiknd 
men with a double number of i^cers^ mufi be equal to ten thoulaDd 
iiSetemiy regulated, «r the pubJick has paid more for affiljaace of 
the officers than its real valve, and haichc^n of two .methods equally 
cxpenfive that wfakb ts lc«ft e£c3cioui. 

This, Sir, is theftateof chequeflion nowbefiKe us, our prejenf 
«fefieiNiey is not of men but money, and wc may procuFe ten tbou- 
fimd men regulated like the foreign troops, u the fame expeoceas 
five thoufand in thefoim propofed ; but F am afraid that no man will 
fce found to ailert, that the adiJition of officers will be equivalent to 
a double number of foldiers. 

Thus it is evident. Sir, e\-ident to demon 11 ration, that the moFl 
cxpcnfire method is at the £ime time the lead advantageous, and tbat 
the propofal of nev regimentt is intended to augment the ftrcngch of 
tbt mifiiftry radtcr ^an of the army. 

If we fuppofe, Sir, what is more than any foreigner will grants 
Ait tbe additional offiscrs raile a body of five thoufand men to an 
equality with fix tbon&iid, is not the paj of four thoufand men ap- 
'Parently thrown away t And do nM the oBccri rccetvea reward which 
their fervice cannot defcrve? Would it not be far more rational to 
raife feven thoufand, by which our army would be ftronger by a 
fcventb' part, and ai the pay of three thouland would be faved, the 
publick would be richer by almofl a third. 

Surely, Sir, numerical arguments cannot but defervi Tome con^ 
fidetation, even from thofc who have learned by long praftice to ex- 
plain away mere probability at pleature* to felc3 the circumftancea 
of complicated queftion;, and only to Qiew tbofe which maybe pro- 
duced in favour of th<?;r own opinions. 

la thcpreltnt tj-lrib;;, li!., :;..;c is very Utile room for fallacy j 
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Dor do I fee wbit remains to (be decilion or ic> but that thorc gentle- 
bkr who have been acquniated with military operations^ infoim ui, 
what degree of fiiperiority isconterredby any affignable number of of- 
ficers; that we may compare their fervice with the price, and dif- 
corer whether the fame money will not purchafc greater advantage*. 

The experience of the late war may evince. Sir, that ihofc troop* 
which have the grcatefl number of officers are not always viflorlous j 
for our edabliflimem never admitted the fame, or nearly the fame 
number with that of the French our enemici i neverthelefs wc ftill 
boaft of our victories j nor is it certain that we might not have been 
equally fucc:lsful, though the number of our officeis bad been yet 
left. 

Foreigners, Sir, are very far from difcovering the derc£l of their 
eira cfiabiiftimcni, or imagining that they Qiould become mure for- 
nidablc by imitacing our methods. When I travelled, I took op< 
portunities of converting with the generals of thofc nations which are 
moft famous for the valour of their troops, and was infofmcd by . 
ihem, that they thought a multitude of officers by no means ufeful, 
and that they were fu far from defiling to fee their own regulation 
changed, that they fliould make no fcrufile of recommending it to 
Dtbcr nations, who in their opinion fquandered their treafure upon 
uMefs commilfions, aud Increafed [he calamities of war by uUnecef- 
Cry burthens. 

I ht^ no man will think it fufficient to reply to ihefe arguments 
vuh general ain^rcions, or will deny the neccffity of frugality, and 
extol (he opulence of the nation, the extent of our commerce, and 
the happinefit of our condition. Such indeed, .Sir, is the method of 
argumentation made ufe of b) the hireling fciibbleti of the court, who, 
bccaufe tfacy feel none of the publick calamities, reprefent all com- 
phirits as criminal murmurs, and charge thofe with fedition who pe- 
iitioQ only for relief. VVrelches like thefe would celebrate our vi^e- 
tiei, though our country IhouM be over-run by an invader, would 
ptaife the lenity of any government bjl'whlcb themfelve* fliouM be 
fpaied, and would boaft of the happincls of plenty^ when half the 
people fliould be languiOiing with famine. 

I do not fuppofe, Sir, that the defplcable fopblHry of proRttutes 

like thefe has any cffeU here, nor ihould I have thought them wor- 

(hy of the leaft notice, had it not bcbn proper to enquire, whether 

tbor« lAay not be juftly fufpc^cd of fooM indidation to deceive, «ven 

Vvi. 1. G t\ 
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■in this affembly, hj whom the moQ profligate of mankind are openly 

; paid foe the prtHnulgation of falthood, and the pauonage of coi- 
ruption. 

It is indeed, Sir, aitful, in ihofc who arc daily impairing our ho- 
nour and influence, to endeavour to conceal from die people their 
own wcaknefs, that weaknefs which is fo well known in foteiga 
countiies, that every nation is encouraged to infuU us, and by 
which it may rcafonably be imagined that new enemies will in a 
fljort time be raifed. 
The late changes in our military regulations have indeed taken 

^away all the terror of our arms ; thofe troops are now no longer 
d:eaded, by which ihc liberties of Europe were recovered, and the 
French reduced to abandon their fchemes of univeifal empire, for 
the defence of their owii country, becaufe the officers^y whom they 
were formerly conduced to glory and to viflory, are now dlfmiflcd, 
and men advanced to their pofts, who are neither feared nor 
known. 

When the duke of Ar^le was lately deprived of his command, 
the Spaniards couM not conceal their fatisfafiion ; they bellowed, 
however unwillingly, the higheft panegyric ttp'in his bravery apd 
conduct, by flicwing that he was the only Briton of whom ihey were 
afraid. Nor did their allies the French difcover lefs exultation ; for 
by them it was declared, that the nation was now dtfarmed, that ei- 
ther no war was intended, or that none could be fuccefsfully ptofc- 

-cutcd, fince, as they made no fcruple to afT-rr, though I know not 
whether I ought to repeat it, we have no other man capable of com- 
manding armies, or conducting any great defign 

I am iiitbrmed that this illuftrious warrior, whofe abilities are 
fufficiertly atieltcd by thefe enemies that have felt their prevalence, 
is of opinion, that the number of officers now required is not necef- 
fary, and has declared that he fhould with etjual confidence under* 
take either invafioii or defence, with forces modelled after the Ger- 

. man cudom ; and ftnce I have fhewn, that, unlefs the troops fo regu- 

, laced are equivalent to a double number added Co the llanding regi- 
ments, pin of the expencc of the officers is evidently fquandered, I 
ftiall vote againft the motion, unlefs it be proved, which I believe 
will not be attemiited, that the force of a regiment is doubled by 

^doubling the officers. 

Gencrat.WADB then fpoke to the purpofe following:— Sir, the 

Jc^ned 
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learned gentleman who fpoke UH, muft be Acknowledged to have 
difcoKrcd a very rpccious method of reafoning, anil to hare carried* 
hu enquiry as far as fpeculatian without experience can hoj» to pro-' 
cecd, but has in my opinion admitted a falfe principle, by which all ' 
bii argument has been perplexed. 

He Tuppofes that the advantages muft be always in proportion to 
the money expended in procuring them, and that therefore if five 
thoufandmen, raifed at any given cofl, will be equal tofivctfaoafand, 
they ou^t, if they are r^ulatcd according to an enablifliment of 
double th« charge, to be able to encounter ten thoufand. 

But in this fuppofition, Sir, he forgets that the poflibility of loft 
ii to be thrown into the balance againJl the advantage of the expence 
Javcd, and that though the Arength of the troops be not encreafcj 
in- proportion to the cncreafe of the coft, yet the additional fecurity 
againft a great lofs may juflly entitle the moll expenGve regulation to 
the preference. 

Suppofe five thoufand men to be brought into the field againft fix 
dioufand, if they can by multiplying their officers at a double ex- 
pence be enabled to engage fuccefsfully a body fuperior in number 
by only a lixth part, the nation may be juflly faid to galn'all that 
would have been loll by fufFering a defeat. 

That we ought not to chufe a worfe method when we can difcover a ' 
better, is indifputably true, but which method is worfe or better, 
caabe difcovercd only by experience. The laft war has caught us, 
that our troops in their prefent ellablifbment are fuperior to the forcet 
of France, but how much they might fuffer by any alteration it is ncit 
poffible to forefce. 

Succefs is gained by courage, and courage is produced by an opi- 
nion of fuperiority t and tt may eadly be imagined, that our foldierSf 
who judge of their own firength only by experience, imagine their owa 
ellahlifliment and difcipline advanced to the higheft perfection ; nor 
Would they expefi any other confequcnces from an alteration of it, 
but weaknefs and defeats. It is therefore dangerous to change tbo 
model of our forces, becaufe it is dangerous to deprefs the fpirit of 
our foldiers. 

Though it is ConfefTed, Sir, that the French, whofe officers are 

fiSI more numerous, hare been conquered by our troops, it mult bo 

likcwife alleged, that they had yielded us far cafier vi^ories had ibeir 

oficcrt been wanting i for to them ate they indebted for thuir £on- 

Q a ^»c^ 
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(VtBs where-ever they hive hten fuccersful, and for their rdiftance 
where-ev«r they have been with difficulty defeated { their foldiers are z 
fpiritlefs herd, and were they not invigorated by the example of 
tbeir leaders, and retrained by the fear of mftant punifhment, 
vrould fly at the approach of any enemy, without waiting for the 
■ttiak. 

I cannot rfierefore, Sir, but be of opinion, that the neceffity of* 
a hrge number of officers maybe learned even from the behaviour of 
thftfe troops which have been unfucccfsful, flnce tt is certain, that' 
though they have been often overcome, they have generally lefilted' 
with great ft^sdinefs, and retired widt great ordrt-. 

If thofe who are only fpeculative warriors fliall imagine that their 
arguments are not confuted, I can only repeat what 1 declared when 
I firft attempted to deliver my fentiments in this debate, that I do 
not pretend to be very fkilful in' the arts of dirputatioii. I, who 
claim no other title than that of an old foldier, cannot hope to pre- 
Tail much by my oratory ; it is enough for me that I am confident 
of confuting thofe arguments in the field, which I uppofe in the 
fen ate. 

Mr. Fox fpoke next in this manner :— Sir, I am far from think- 
ing that this queftion has been hitherto fully explained by thofe who 
Kave either confidered it only as a difputc about money, or a quetiion 
merely fpeculative concerning the proportions beiwecn dilFLrenc de- 
greei ofcxpence, and probability of fucccfs. In a war of this kind 
expence is the lad and lowcft confiJeration, and where experience 
may be confulted, the conjcdutes of fpcculaiinn ou^ht to hairc no 
weight. 

The method, Sir, by which our troops have hitherto been regu- 
lated, is well known to have produced fuccefs beyond our expec- 
tations, to have exalted us to the arbitration of the world, to have 
reduced the French to change their threats of forcing a monatcli 
upon us into petitions for peace, and to have cflablifbcd the liberttea 
of almoft every nation of the world that can call itftlf free. 
. Whether this method. Sir, fo fuccefsful, fo eafy, and fo formi- 
daVe, fliall be changed, whether it dail be changed at A lime when 
ihewholeconttncnt is in commotion, andex'ery nation calling foldicrs 
to its fiandafd ; when (he French, recovered from their defeats, feem 
to h»ve forgotten the force of that hand that cruQied them in the 
|.<iidc of vidory ] wlkeo they leem to be reviving their former dcfigns; 

and 
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snd relundling tfacir extingaiiha) ambition ; whether, at Tuch a time; 
the r^ulattoDs of our army fhsU be changed to fave, upon the higbeft 
computation, only thirty ihoufand pounds, ia the prcfent queftion. r 

On fuch a qucflion. Sir, I cannot obrervc, without aAonifliment, 
loy man deliberating for a lingle moment. To fulpend our opinion 
in this cafe, would be to balance our livei, our liberlitB, our pattt> 
moniei, and our poflerity, againft thirty tboufand pounds. 

The efie^ or our prefent method, Sir, are well known to our* 
felves, our confederates, out enemie;, to every man that has beard 
the name of Blenheim and Ramillies ; the confequeaces of the 
eftabiiOimcnt, now contended for, our moft experienced commander* 
own tbcmfclves unabic to forcfee, and I am far from believing tha(. 
tbearetical difquiruiont can enable any man to make great dilcoveries 
inmiliury affairs. 

Our own inexperience of the method which is To warmly recom< 
mended, is not the llrongefl •bje£tion to it, though even this ougbt^ 
in my opinion, to reftuin us from trying it at this hazardous con« 
jun^ure. But fince arguments, merely negative, may be thought 
over-balanced by the profpefl of faving money, I fliall lay before the 
houfe, what clFeSs the want ofofficers has produced, with regard to 
ibofe nations whofe poverty has laid them under a ncccffity of par- 
fimonious cllablifbmentt. 

When the Germans were defeated by the French, in the late war, 
I was at the Sardinian court, where the battle was, as it may eafi- 
ly be (uppofed, the reigning fubjeS of converfatton, and where 
they did not want opportunities of informing themfelves minutely 
of ail the circumllances which contributed to the event ; it was there. 
Sir, univerfally determined, that the Germans loft the day merely 
for want of officers. 

it was obferved, alfo. Sir, that fome troops, which were once 
couned and feared by all ifac neighbouring potentates, had loft their 
reputation in later limes, of wbich no reafon could be alleged, but 
that they had leflened the number of their officers j fuch is the change 
in the model of the Walloons, and fuch is the confequence produ- 
ced by it. 

1 am very far, Sir, from thinking, that rcafon is not to be con- 

fitlted in military operations as in other affairs, and have no Ub 

Ltikfa£tion than the learned gentleman who fpoke laft but one, in 

dear and dcmmfiraiive dedu^ions-, but in this queftion, reafun 

G 3 itielf 
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Jtfelf informs me, that regard ought only to be'had to experiencCt 
and that authority unfupported by pnSice, ought to Ifave no pre- 
VaJence: 

I (halt therefoTe, Sir, make no enquiry into the abllitietor th« 
pneralSt by whom thefe contrary opinions arc defended, nor draw 
iny parallel between thcif actions or iheir knowledge. It is fii£> 
cientforme that the one is propoGng a new (cheme, and that thA 
«pinian of the other can plead the pradice of king William, and 
kheduke of Marlborough, and the fuccefs of the laft war. 

Yet, Sir, if parfiipony be a yirtue at this time fo eminently ne- 
fclTary, it nttj b« urged in favour of this eftimate, that it will bo 
lefj expenlive than thofe that have been formerly offered, and th^t 
$a a,l\ changes ought to be gradual, this may be confidered as thQ 
firll ficp towards a general rcdu^ion of the publick charge. 
- Mr. Heathcoate fpoke to the following purpofe:— Sir, it is 
fiat without afttHiiOiment, that I heard the honourable gentleman 
yihcr fpoke lately, conclude his remarks with an attempt to re- 
liewo^r appTcheniions of the pretender, a- chimerical invader, aq 
fneniiy in the clouds, without fpirit, and without forces, without 
dominions, without money, and without allies; ^ miferable fugi^ 
five that has not a friend in this kingdom, or none but fuch as are 
e^afperated hy thofe whom the men, that inention him with fo 
(nuch terror, are attempting to vindicate. 

The vanity, Sir, of fuch fisars, the folly of admitting them, if 
they are real, and of counterfeiting them, if they are falfe, has been, 
fufficicntly exppfed ii) il^is debate, by my honourable friend ; but at 
he thougtit it wnneceffary to employ arguments in proof of what can-; 
fiot b.e denied, a^id believed it fufficieoc to ridicule a panic which he 
fuppofed merely political, I vho judge, perhaps, tpore favourably of 
the linqprity of fqme, and more teodcrty of the cowardice of Qthers, 
^ail enoeavQur to fliew, that the frequent revolutions lyhich have 
happened in this pation, afford »$ no ceafon for fearing qnother 
equally fuddcn and unforefeen in favour of the pretender. 
- The government. Sir, is always Hrenger, as it is complicated wttl^ 
the private intereflof more individu;ils j becaufe, though there are 
few that hare ^omprchcnfion fufficient to difccrn the general ad- 
V;iHtageof the^ommuiiity, »lmoft cyery man is capable of attending 
fobisoufnj and thoqgh not many hare virtue to ftand up in op> 
yofitlpRtq the a^proacli of gen^l calamiues, of vehich every one 
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lujbope to exempt bimfelf /rom his particular flsare, yet the aiott 
iiuguine are alarmed, and the moll indolent awakened at any dan- 
ger which threatens ihemTdfes, and will exert their utmolt power to 
obrUte or efcape it. 

For this rcafoD, Sir, I have long conlidered the publick (an4t 
ctoliflied in this nation, a> a barrier to the governotcat, which 
cannot o&iy be broken : a foreign prince cannot notr be placed up- 
on the throne, but in oppoAtion almoft to every wealthy man, who 
baring trailed the governoient with his money, has repoGtcd a pledge 
of his own fidelity. 

But to this gentlemaii. Sir, whom I am now anfwering, arguments 
can be of very little importancef becaufe, by his own confeffion, be 
is retained as a mere machine, to fpcak at the dire£tion of another, 
and to utter lentimenU which he never conceivad, and which bia 
befitation and abrupt conclufion Qiews him to admit with ver^ 
little examination. He had not even allowed himfelf time to knov 
the opinion which he was to afTert, or to imprint upon his memory 
ihoic arguments to which he was to add the fan£iion of his authority. 
He feems to have boldly promifed to fpeak, and then to have enquire^ 
what be was to fay. Yet has this gentleman often declaimed here 
with all the apparent ardour of integrity, and been heard with 
that regard which is only due to viitue and independence. 

Some of his alTeriions are-fuch, however, as require confutation, 
which is, perhaps, more necefTary fince he has produced an autha< 
rity for them, which many of thofe who heard him may think of 
much greater weight than his own. He affirms, that we can fufier only 
by an invafion, and infers from this pofition, that we need only 
to guard our own coafts. I am of an opinion very difierent, and 
having not yet prevailed upon myfelf to receive notes from any other 
pcrfon, cannot forbear to fpeak what I think, and what the pub- 
Jick profperity requires to be generally known. We may furcly fuf- 
fer by many other caufes, by the ignorance or treachery, or cowar-: 
dee of the minillry, by the negligence of that perfon lo whom 
this gentleman was probably indebted for his notes. We may fuf- 
fer by the lofs of our fugar colonies, which may be juftly valued at 
ten millions. 

Thcfe plantations, which afford us almoft all the profitable trade 

that is now left us, have been expofed to the infults of the enemy, 

without aoy other guard than two fljips, almcft unfit for fervice, 

• G ♦ They 
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Thev have bsen left to ihc proufiion of chance, with no oiher fe- 
curitjr, at a time when the Spaniards hful fitted out a fquadron, to 
infeftand rtvtge our American dominions. 

Theadmiral, who was Tent into America, wai confined for alniofl: 
a year in the ports, without forces, fltips, or amunition, which yet 
might have been Tent in a few inonthi, had not pretences of delay 
been ftudiouO^ invenieJ, had not the preparationi bean obftrudcd 
by clandcfl ins expedients, and had not every man been tacitly affiirtd, 
that he fhou)(] lecomend himfelf to his fuperiors, by ralfing difficulties, 
raihiT than by removing them. 

iiijch was ihe conduct of Ihoffe, .who now ftand up in the face of 
their country, and, without diffidence or fliamc, boaft of their zea}, 
their a/&dutty, and their difpatch ; who proclaim with an air of 
triumphant innocence, that no art or diligence could have been more 
expeditious, and that the embiilcacion w^a only impeded by the 
feafons anit the winds. 

With alTertioni ec^ually intrepid, and arguments equally contemp- 
tible, has the Tame perfon, whoboafted hts expedition, endeavoured 
to deflfnd the eftabliaiment of new regiments, in oppofition to tbo 
pti&i^e of foreign nations, and to the opinion of the greatell ^e- 
neral among us ; and, to (hew how tittle he fears confutation, has 
recommended his fchemc on account of its frugality. 

It is not to be wondered, Sir, that fuch an orator Ihould undertake 
to defend the model of the troops fent to America, that he fiiould 
prefer boys to veterans, and alTert the propriety of intruding new 
levies to unexperienced commanders ; for he has given us in this 
dcbaie fu^h proofs of controverlial courage, that nothing can be 
now imagined too arduous for him to attempt. 

His (Irength, Sir, is indeed not equal to his fpirit, and be is fr«- 
quenOy unfucceftfui in h s moft vigorous eiTorts, but ic muft be con- 
ftflcd that he is gcticrally overborne only by the force of truih, by a 
power which few can tefift fo refulntely at himfflf, and which there- 
for-, ihough it makes no impreffion upon .him, prevail* upon others 
to leave him forreilmes ^lone in the vindication of his pofttions. 

The examples. Sir, of thofe noble perfbns who were advanced 
early to commiiTtoii!, will be produced by him without ef?ccl, bo- 
c-iufc ihe cafbi arc by ro means parallel. They were not invefied 
vith cummand till they had fpent fome rime in the fervice, and cx- 
b-bi:ed prowt"} of their wurage and their capacity ; and it cannot b^ 

duutK-l| 
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Anibted, but feme men may difcover at feveatecn fQors meritt tbas 
«tbert in the bll ftrength of nuuibood; 

But, Sir, there is another conlideratton of more importance, 
vhicli will anaihilate tbcparallcl, and deftroy, the argument founded 
iqna it. At the lime in which thefe perlbni were preferred, the 
oitioa had but newly feen an army, and had therefore very few oU 
Meets whole experience could beimfted, or whofe (crvicea required 
to be rewarded, the miniftcra were obliged to felcd thofe, who, 
though they did not underftand.the mitiUry fciences, were likclj R» 
•tiain them in a Oiort time, and the event has fufficiently proved, 
ifaatin the choice no greater reg^d was paid to intereft than to judg- 
ment. 

It was prudent likcnire. Sir, to chufe young perfona, fuppc^n^ 
ibcir abilities equal with thofe of others, becaufe the nation waa 
Jjkeiy :o, pnlTefs them longer, and would not be reduced by an in- 
terval of peace to make war again with raw forces under the direc- 
[jon of ignorant comraanders. 

But this proviAon, however, reafonable, the wjfdom of thismi- 
niftry hai found means to defeat, by detaining at home the di£:i- 
plined troops, and depriving the moQ experienced generals of their 
cooimxndt, at a time when they are moO: nece0ary, at a time when 
the whole world is in arms, when the ambition of France it 
reviving its claims, and the Spaniards are preparing to invade our 
cotonies. 

But, Sir, , though our generals are difcarded, we are fufficiently 
ittfomied, that it is not hecaufe we are imagined to be in a ftjtc of 
faftty; for the encreafe of our army betrays oar fear, of which, 
whether it will be difpclled or encrcafed by fuch meafures. It is not 
difficult lu determine. 

An army thus numerous. Sir, is, in the opinion of every honcfl 
Briton, of every man thai reveres the conftitution, or loves bis 
li^rty, an evil more to be dreaded, than any from which we 
can be defended by it. The moft unpopular a^ of the malt unpo. 
fularof our monarchs, was the cllablilhment of a Handing army, 
Bordo I know any thing to be feared from the exaltation of the 
dieadful pietender to the throne, but that he will govern the nation 
with 9n aimed force. 

If our troops continue to be encrearcd, which we may reafonably 
fuljK^l, Gil'..', if jr^umcnu tike thefe be admitted, pretences for 

au::meniations , 
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*ugmeiitations can nevvr be wanting, the confeqnences are oTiIj 
fererecn ;'lhe)r wiil grow too numerous to be quartered in tbc 
«owns, and, with an aflcAation of eafing them of fuch unwelcome 
gtiefts, it will be propoW, that after haring fpent the fdmineT 
in a camp, they (hall retire in winter to barracks. Then will the 
burthen of a flanding arm? be impofcd for ever on the nation ) then 
itny onr liberties be openly invaded, and tbofe who now opprefs tw 
hj the power only of money, will then throw afide the maft, and de- 
liver tfaemfelvea from the conftraint of hypocrify; ihofewhonow 
feoth US with promifes and proT citations, will then intimidate uk 
witb thfcatenings, and, perhaps, revenge the oppofitton of their 
fchemes by perfecution and fequelt rations, 

Mr. GaSe fpokc next, to the following effeft : — Sir, if the 
wealcncfs of arguments proved the infincerity of thofe who produce 
ihem, I (houlJ be inclined to fufpeift the advocates for the ellablilh- 
ment of new regiments, of defigns very difTerent from the defence 
of their country ; but as their intentions cannot be known, they 
cannot be cenfured, and t {hall therefore confine myfelf to an cx- 
'aininalton of ^he reafons which they have ofFered, and the au- 
thorities which they have cited. 

The Gertnan general, who has been mentioned on this occafion 
with fo much regard, is not lefs known to me than Co the honourable 
gentleman, nor have I been lefs diligent to improve the hours in 
which I enjoyed his friendfliipand convcrfaiion. Among other quc(^ 
tions, whith my familiarity with him intitled me lopropofe, I have 
»(ied him to what caufes he imputed the ill fucccfs of the laft war, 
and he frankly afcribed the mifcarriages of it to the unhappy divifions 
by which the German counfels were at that time embarralled> 

Faction produces nearly the fame confequence in all countries, 
and had then influenced the Imperial court, as of laie the court of 
Great Britain, to difmifs the moft able and experlencod commanders, 
and to intruft the conduit of the war to men unequal to the under- 
taking ; who, when they were defeated for want of (kill, endea- 
voured to perfuade their patrons and their countrymen, that they 
If.ft the victory for want of officers. 

They might, perhaps, think of their countrymen, whatour mini- 
flcrs feem to imagine of us, that to gain belief among them, it was 
fufficient to alTert boldly, that they had no; any memory of paQ 
tranfaclioos, and tjiac therefore they could not obferve, that the fame 
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troops were vi3orious under Eugene, mbich were defi^ted under the 
dticftion of bi» fucceflbrs ; nor couM difcover that the regulatioa 
via the fame, where the effe^ were dif!ercnt. 

Tlius, in everyplace, it ia the praSice of men in power, to blind 
the people by falfe reprefenutions, and to impute the pufaliclc cala- 
mities rather to any other caufe than their own mifconduft. It is every 
vbeie eqiuHy their prafttce to opprefs and obfcure thofe who owe 
their greatnefa to their virtue or abilities, becaufc they can never be 
reduced to blind obedience, or taught to be creatures of the minifby, 
becaufe men who can difcovpr truth, will fometimca fpc^ it, and 
becauTe thofe are beft qualified to Receive others, who can be pcr- 
fuaiJe4 that they are contending for the right. 

But it is furcly time for this nation to roufe from indolence, 
ind to relblvc to put an end to frauds that have been fo long 
known. It is time to watch with more vigilance the difb-ibn- 
tiooof the publick treafure, and to confidcr rather hiiw tocontrad 
the national expences, than upon what pretences new oflSces may 
be ereded, and new dependencies created. It is time to conGder how 
our debts may be leflened, and by what expedients our taxes may be 
diminifhcd. 

Out uxes. Sir, are fuch at prefent, as perhaps no nation was ever 
loidcd with before, fiich as never were paid to raife forces againll aa 
invader, or impofed by the infolence of victory upon a conquered 
people. Every gentleman pays to the government more than two 
third) of his eftatc by various exadions.— -This aflertion is received* 
I fee, with furprize, by fome whofe ample patrimonies have exempted 
then from the ncceffityof nice computations, and with an atfeSed 
ippearince of contempt by others, who, inflead of paying taxe$, 
Biay be faid to receive them, and whofe intereft it is to keep the na- 
tion ignorant of thccaufes of its mifery, and to extenuate thofe ca- 
lamities by which themfelvcs are enriched. 

But, &ir, to endeavour to confute demonflration byagrin, or ta 
I^ugh away the deductions of arithmetic, is fuiely fuch a degree of 
(Sromery, zi nothing but a po^ of pruti: cnn produce ; nor is it f^r 
(he f^ike of thefe men. that I fhill endeavour : > ctucidate my alTeriion; 
for they cannpc but be well informed of the iiate of our taxes, whofe 
chief employment is to receive an4 to fquandcr tbt money which 
V\{fi rrori>:h;m, 
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It it rrcquent, Sir, among gentlemen to miftake the amount of 
the taxes which are laid upon the nation, by paffing over in tbcir 
eHimates all thofe which are not paid immediately out of the vifible 
renta of their lands, and itnagining that they uc in no degree in- 
tercQed in the impolls upon manuraflurct or other comtnoditiet. 
They do not confider that whenever they purchafe any thing of which 
the price is enhanced by duties, tbofe duties are levied upon them, and 
ihat there is no dilFerence between paying ten (hillings a year in land 
taxes, and paying live fliillings in land taxes, and five fliillings to 
man u failure rs, to be piid by them to the government. 

It would be in re-ilicy equally raiional for a man to pleafe himfelf 
with his frugality, by dircding half his expences to be paid by bis 
fleward, and the eyent is fuch as might be expctited from fuch a me- 
thad of oeconomy ; fur, as the Qeward might probably bring in falfe 
accounts, the tradefman commonly adds two pence to the price of 
bis goods for every penny which is laid on them by the government^ 
as it is cafy to (hew, particularly in the prices of thofe two great ne- 
ccfTaries of life, candies and leather- 
Now, Sir, let any gen'.Ieman add to the land tax the duties raifed 
from the malt, candles, fait, foap, leather, dtdiiled liquors^ and 
other commodities ufed in his houfc; let him add the expences of 
travelling fo far as they are increafed by the borihen laid upon inn- 
keepers, arid the extortions of the tradefmen which the excifes have 
occafioned, and he will cafily agree with me that he pays more thao 
two thirds of his edatc for the fupport of the government. 

It cannot therefore be doubted that it is now ncceflary to ftnp in 
our career of expencesi and to enquire how much longer this weight 
of impoftican poffibly be fupponcd. It has already, Sir, dtpieflird 
our commerce, and overborne our manufa£tiires, and if it be yet ia- 
creafed, if there be no hope of feeing it alleviated, every wife man 
will feefe a milder governnient, and enlifl himfelf amongft Haves that 
have mailers more wife or more compailionaie. 

We ougbttoconfider. Sir, whether fome of our prefcnt cxpencei 
are not fupeifluous or detrimental, whether many of our offices are 
not merely penfions without employment, and whether multitudes (Jf> 
not receive falaries, who ferve ,thc government only by their int:reil 
and their votes. Such oilices, if they are found, ought immediately 
to be aboIiro'^iJ, and fuch falarica withdrawn, by wbi^h a fund might 
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be now eftabliSied for maintaining. the war, and afterwards for the 
pijnient of our debts. 

It is not now, Sir, in my opinion, a quel^ion whether we {hall chufe 
thedeareft or the cheapcfl method of cncreafing our forces, for it 
ftetni to me not poffiblc to fupply any new expences. New troops 
will require more money tu raifc and to pay them, and more monc^ 
can only be obtained by hew Uxes ; but what now remains to bs 
taxed, or what tax can be cncreafed ? The only Tcfource left us is a 
lottery, and whether that will fucceed is tikewifc a lottery ; but 
though folly and credulity fliouldonce more operate according to our 
withes, the nation !■ in the mean time impoverilhed, and at laft lot- 
teries muft ceminly fail like other expedients. When the publick 
wealth is entirely exhauftcd, artifice and violence will be equally vain. 
And though the troops may poffibly be raifcd according to the efti< 
mace, I know not how we fliall pay them, or from what fund, yet 
nnmorigaged, the officers who will be entailed upon us, can hope 
toieceivc their half pay. 

For my part. Sir, I think the queftion fo eify to be decided, that 
I am aftonilhcd to lee it the fubjeft of a debate, and imagine that the 
controverfy might be ended only by aflcing the gentleman, on whofc 
opinion all his party appear to rely, without any knowledge or con- 
Viftion of their own, whether, if he were to defend a nation from its 
eoemies, and could procure only a fmall fum for the war, he would 
not model his forces by the cheapefl method. 

' Mr. Sloper then fpoke thus: — Sir, I cannot without the higheft 
filis^ion obfcrve any advance* made in ufeful knowledge, by 
my Mlow fubjeds, as the glory of fuch attainments muft add to 
Ihe reputation of the kingdom which gives rife to fuch elevated 
ibilidet. 

This fatisfaflion I have received from the obfervaiions of'the right 
honourable member, whofe accurate computations cannot but pro- 
mile great improvements of the do£lrine of arithmetic ; a6r can I 
forbear to folicithim for the fake oFtbepublick, to take into his con- 
Gderation the prefent methods oftraffick ufed by our merchants, and 
toftrikebut fome more commodious method of ftating tbeaccompts 
between tbofe two contending parties debtor and creditor. This he 
would doubtlcfs execute with great reputation, who has proved from 
the ftate of our taxes, that new forces require new funds, and that 
' tKW faodt caanot be eftabliihed without a lottery. ■ -.* 
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i am indeed inclined to iiSet from him in the laft of t)is pofitioniy 
and believe the nation liot yet fo much exhauHed but that it may 
ea&l/ bear the expence of the war, and fliall therefore vote for that 
cfiabliDiment of our troops which will be mofi likely to procure fuc- 
ceG, without the leaft apprchenfioo of being cenfured either by th< 
prcfent age, or by poKeriiy, as a machine of the miniiiry, or an op- 
ptellbr of my country. 

General Wade fpoke again thus:— Sir, fines the right honour- 
able member has been pleafed to infmuate, that by anfwering a plaia 
^uellion I may put an end to (be debate, I am willing to give a 
proof of my defire to promote unanimity in our counfels, and difpatch 
in our affairs, by complying with hts propofal. 

If I were obliged with a fmall fum to raife an army for the defence 
f>f a kijigdom, 1 fliould undoubtedly proceed with the utmoQ fru- 
gality i but this noble perfon's ideas of frugality ^ould peibaps be 
▼ery ditFe rent from minej he would think [hofeexpenceifuperfluous^ 
which tome would Teem indifpenfably necclTary, and'though vn 
fliould both intend the prefervation of the country, we fiiould p<ro- 
vide for its fecurity by different methods. 

He would employ the money in fuch a manner as might procure 
the greateft numbers ; I Oiould make my firfl enquiry sfter the moft 
flcilful officers, and ttiould imagine myfelf obliged by my fidelity to 
the natbn, that entruAcd me with its defeacei to pfocurc their aOift- 
ance, though at a high, price- 
It is not eafy for peifons who have never ken a battle or a fiege, 
whatever may, be their natural abilities, or however cultivated by 
reading and contemplation, to conceive the advantage of dlfciplint 
and regularity, which is fuch, that a fmall body of veteran troops 
will drive before them multitudes of men, perhaps equally bold and 
rdblute with thcmfclves, if they are unacquainted with the rule»of 
war, and unprovided with leaders to dire^ their motions, 

I (bould therefore, in the cafe which he has mentioned, prefer di- 
fcipline to numb,prs, and rather enter the field with a few troops well 
governed and well inflruAed, than with a confufed multitude un- 
acquainted wiih their duty, unable to condu^ thcmfclves, and with- 
out officers to conduit them. 

Mr. VlN£R fpoke next to the following cSeiS;— -Sir^ I am n,o( 
very ibliciious what may be the determination of the houfe upon thi« 
quellion, becaufe 1 Uiink U mors necejary,ia icfolvea^ainft.^naug-t 
« meutatioa . 



mentation of the army, than to enquire, whether it QiaJl be maJe 
bfone method or V)Other> 

Every addition to our troops I confidcr as fome apfn-dach.toward* 
the eftablilhment of arbitrary power, as ft is an alienation of part of 
the Briciflt people, by which they are deprived of the benefits of the 
conflitution, and fubjc^led to rigorous laws, from which every other 
individual is exempt. 

The principal of tbefe laws, which all the reft are intended to in- 
lorcot requires from every foldicr an unlimited and abfolute obedieoce 
tothecommandsiof his officers, who hold their commiffion^ and cx- 
peft advancement by the fame compliance with the orders of the 
DiiniAry. 

Thedanger'of adding to the number of men, thus feparated from 
tbeirfellow fubje£ls, and directed by the arbitrary determinations of 
their officers, has been often explained with great flrcngtb andper- 
rpicuity } nor fliould I have taken this occadon of recallitig it to the 
attention of the houfe, but that I think it a confideration, to which, 
in ill debates on the army, the firll regard ought to be paid. 

Colonel MottDAUNT fpoke to the purpofe following:— Sir, the 
objeAion which the honourable gentleman has raifed, will be moft 
eafily removed, by confidering the words of the iSt by which the 
military authority is eftablilbed, where it Ts by no means declared, 
tbat either officers or foldiers are obliged indifcriminately to obey all 
the orders which they fliall receive, but that they fliall, on pain of 
the punifhments there ena^ed, obey all the lawful orders of their 
commanders. 

Tlte obedience therefore. Sir, required from a foldJer, is an obe- 
dicncc according to law, like that of any other Briton, unlefs it can 
be imagined that the word lawful is in that place without a meaning. 
Nor does his condition dtlTer from that of bis fellow fubjeds by an 
exemption from any law, but by a greater number of duties, and 
drifter obligations to the performance of them; and I am not able to 
Conceive how our conllituiion can be endangered bj augmenting an 
army, wfaicb^ as it can only zdt in conformity to it, can a£l only in 
defence of it. 

The queftion at laft was put, that the new-raifed troops be incor- 
porated into the ftanding corps, but it palled in the negacive 
231 to 166. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Dtftmher 9, >740* 

VXBAtB OH TAEINO THE STATE OF THE ABHY INTO C0»- 
SIDESATIOH, 

The pUEE of ArgtLb role firft, ud fpoke to the falIowiii{ 
cSc^:— My Lori}>> as the prefentfttuacioaof our affairs may require 
an augmentacion of our forces, and as the fucCefsof ourarms, and 
the. pfcTervation of our liberties, m^y cqu>dly depend upon the 
manner in which the new forces Ihall be raire<I> there is, in my 
opinion, no queHian more wonhy the attention of this auguft alTtm- 
Uy, than what may be the moft proper n:ethod of tncf eafing our army. 

On this qucllion, my Lords, I ihall offer my own femiments «itb 
greater confidence, as there are few men who have had moVc opporiif 
nicies ofbeing acquainted with it in tis whole exicnt, as I have fpent 
great part of my life in the field and in the camp. I commanHtd 
n regiment under Ling William, and have long been cither the fiill> 
w almoft the firfl man in the army- 

I bopc, my Lords, it will be allowed without difficulty, that I 
have at Icall been educated in the belt fchool of war, and that do- 
fbing but natural incapacity can have hindered me from making li»ne 
ufeful obfervations upon the difcipline and government of aimiti, 
and the advantages and inconveniences of the various plans upon 
which other nations regulate their forces. 

I have aVa^s maintained, my Lords, that it is neceiTiry, in the 
ptefentflaic of the neighbouring couniriei, to keep up abodyofre^u' 
lar troops, that we may not bcl.fs able to defend ourfelves, thauoui 
cnemiei to attack us. 

It is well known, my Lords, that flates mull fecure themfdvci 
by diSerent m^ans, as they ate threatened by dangers of dilfcrejit 
kinds : policy mull be oppofcd hy policy, and force by force j our 
fleets mull be incrcafed when our neighbours grow formidable by 
iheit naval power, and armies mull be maintained at a time like 
this, in whicti every prince on the continent eflimates his greatnefi 
by'thc number of his troops. 

But an arsi/, my Lord), as it is to be admitted only for the fec«- 
L .. ,C.oo-(Ic ■"* 
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xitf of the nation. Is to be fo regulated, that it may ptodtice the 
ead for which it is cBablifbed ; that it maybe ufeful without dan- 
ger, and proted the people without opprefllng them. 

To this purpofe, my Lords, it is indifpenfably neceflary, that the 
military Aibofdinaiion be inviolably prcrerved, and that diTcipline be 
diftreetly ezercircd without any partial indulgence^ or malicious 
fereritiea ; that every man be promoted according to his defert, 
and that military merit alone give any pretention* to military pre- 
fensent. 

To make the army yet More ufefu), it ought to be under the Tele 
command of one man, exalted to the important truft by hi: known 
ikill, courage^ juftice, and fidelity^ and uncOntrouled in the ad- 
miniflration of hia province by any other authority, a man enabled 
fay hia experience to diAinguilh the deferving, and invefled with power 
to reward them. 

Thus, my Lords, ought an army to be rcgulatedj to which the 
dcfiuice of a nation is intruded, nor can any other fcheme be formed 
which will not expofe the publtck to dangers more formidable thaa 
Itvolutions or invafions. And yet, my Lords, how widely thofe 
who have afiiimed the dircflion of affairs have deviated from this 
method is well known. It is known equally to the higbeft and 
meaneft officers, that thofe who have mod opportunities ofob- 
ferving miliUry merit, have no power of rewarding it ; and, there- 
fore, every man endeavours to obtain other recommendations than 
tbofe of his fupcriors in the army, and to dlAingutOi himfclf by 
other fervices than attention to his dury, and obedience to his coin> 
DUnders. 

Our generals, my Lords, are only colonels with a higher title, 
without power, and without command ; they can neither make 
ihemTclves loved nor feared in their troops, nor have either reward 
or punifltment in tbeir power. What difcipline, my Lords, can be 
eftablilbed by men, whom thofe who fometimes aft the farce of obe- 
dience, know to be only phantoms of authority, and to be reArain- 
cd by an arbitrary miniftcr from the exercife of th<ffe commiffiont 
which they are invelled with ? And what is an army without difci- 
pline, fubordination and obedience i What, but a rabble of licen- 
tious vagrants, fet free from the common reftraints of decency, ex- 
empted from the neceJEty of labour, betrayed by idlenefs to debauchery, 
and let loofe to prey upon the people f Such a herd can only awe the 
Vol. I, H vUlagw, 
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A illaget, and bluRer in the RitetSy but can nf ver be able to oppofe an 
enemy or defend the nation by which they are fupported. 

They mayi indeed, rorm a camp upon fomc of the neighbouring 
Iieathsi orpafs in review with tolerable regularity; they may fome- 
titne> feize a finuggler, and lometimes affift a conftable with rigour 
and fuccefs. But unhappy would be the people* who had no other 
force to oppofe againll an army habituated to difcipline, ef which 
every one founds his hopei of honour and reward upon the appro- 
bation of the commander- 

That no man will labour to no purpofe, or undergo the fatigue of 
military vigilance, without an adequate motive j that no man will 
endeavour to learn fuperfluous duties, and negleA the eafieft road to 
honour and to wealth, merely for the fake of encountering difficulties, 
it eafily to be imagined. And, therefore, my Lords, it cannot be 
conceived, that any man in the army will very foUicitoully apply 
hlmfelf to the duties of his profeffion, of which, when he has learned ' 
them, the moft accurate pradicewlll avail him notbing,an(I on which 
he mud lofe that time, which might have been employed in gain- 
ing an iniereft in a botough, or in forming an alliance with fomc 
orator in the fenate. 

For nothing, my Lords, is now confidered but fenatorial intereft, 
nor is any fubordination defired but in (he fuprcme council of the 
empire. For the e{lab1ifhment of this new regulation, the honours 
of every profeffion are proftituted, and every commiflion is become 
merely nominaL To gratify the leaders of the minifterial party, 
the moll defpicable ttiflers are exalted to an auihorily, and thofe 
whofe want of underflanding excludes thpm from any oiher employ- 
ment, are felcAed for military commiffions. 

No fuoner have they taken poHttflion of their new command, 
and gratified with fome zSt of opprefiion the wantonnefs of new 
authority, but they defert their charge with the formality of demand- 
ing a permiflion to be abfent, which their commander dares not deny 
them. Thu% my Lords, they leave the care of the troops, and 
the lludyof the rules of war, to thofe unhappy men, who have no 
other claim to elevation than knowledge and bravery, aiiil who, for 
want of relations in the fenate, ^rc condemned to linger out their 
lives at their quarters, amufe themfejves with recounting their anions 
and fuScrings in former wars, and with reading in the papers of 

every 
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every poft, the commiffiohs which are'beflowcd on tbore who never 
&w a battle. 

For this reafon, my Lot-ds, prererments in the army, inAcad of 
being con^deied as proors of merit, are looked on only as badges of 
dependence ; nor can any thing be inferred from the promotion of an 
officer, but that he is in fome degree or other allied to fome member 
of the fenate, or the leading votert of a borough. 

After this manner, my Lords, has the army beeri modelled, and 
«n thefe principles has it fubMed for the laft and the prefent reign j 
neither myfelf, nor any other general officer, have been confuted ia 
the diflributioil of commands, or any pare of military regulations. 
Our armies have Icnown no other power than that of the fecretary of 
war, who dire3s all their motions, «nd fills up every vacancy with- 
outoppoficion, and without appeal. 

But never, my Lords, was bis power more confpicuous, than in 
nifing the levies of laft year ; never was any authority more defpo- 
tically exerted, or more tamely fubcnitced to ; never did any man 
more wantonly fporc with his command, or more capricioully dif' 
pofe of polls and preferments ; never did any tyrant appear to fet 
cenfure more openly at defiance^ treat muriDurs and remonflrancei 
with greater contempt, or with more confidence and fecurily diftri- 
butc pofts among his Haves, without any other reafon of preference 
than bis own uncontroulable pleafure. 

Andfurclyno man, my Lords, could have made choice of fuch 
wretches for military commands, but to fbew that nothing but his 
own private inclinations fliould influence his condu^, and that hecon- 
fidered himfelf as fupreme and unaccountable: for we have fcen* 
my Lords, the fame animals to-day cringing behind a counter, and 
to-morrow fwelling in amilitary drefs; Wc have feen boys fent from 
fchool in defpair of improvement, and entrulted with military com- 
mand ; fools that cannot learn their duty, and children that cannot 
perform it, have been indifcriminately promoted j the drofs of the 
nation has been fwcpt together to compofe our new forces, and every 
man who was two ftupid or infamous to learn or carry on a trade, 
has been placed by this great difpofer of honours above the neceffiiy 
of application, or the reach of cenfure. 

Did not fometimes indignation, and fometimes pity, check the 

&Iliea of mirth, it would not be a dilagreeablc entertainment, my 

Lords, to obfeire, in the Park, the various appearances of thefe raw 
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•ommandert, when they are expofing their new fcarlet to view, 
and (Itutting with the 6rft raptuiea of Aidden elevation ; to fee the 
mechanic new modell^ig hit mien, and the ftripUng tottering beneath 
the weight of his cockade ; or to hear the converfatton of tbe(e 
new adventurers, and the inflrudtive dialogue! of fchool-boys and 
fiiop-lcecpers. 

I take this opportunity, my Ixtrds, of clearing myfelf from any 
fufpicion of having contributed by my advice to this flupeodous 
collei^ion. I only once interpofed with the reconmendation of a 
young gentleman who had learncd-his profeffion in two campaigns 
among the Mufcovians, and whom yet neither his own defert, nor 
my patronage could advance to a commiiEon, And, I believe, my 
Lords, all the other general officers were equally unconfuhed, and 
would, if their advice had been aflccd, equally have difapproved the 
aicafures that have been purfued. 

But thus, my Lords, were our new regiments compleated, in 
which, of two hundred and (ifcy officers who have fubfiAed upon half- 
{lay, only thirty-fix have been promoted, though furely they might 
have pleaded a jufter claim to employment who had learned their 
profeffion in the fervice of their country, and had long languifiicd 
in penury, than thofe who had neither knowledge nor capacity, 
who had neither a£led nor fuSered any thing, and who might have 
been deftined to the bammer'or the plough, without any difrepuia- 
tion to their families, or difappojntmcnt to themfelves. 

I have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to fome of thefe officers 
commiffions were offered, which they refufcd, and for this refufal 
every reafon is alleged but the true: fome, indeed, excufed tbem- 
felves as difabled by age and infirmities from military fervice; nor 
can any objection be made to fo jufl a plea. For how could thofe be 
refufed in their age the comforts of cafe and repofe, who have fervcd 
their country with their youth and vigour ? 

Others there are, my Lords, who refufed commiffions upon mo- 
tives very dilFerent, in which, neverthelefi, fome jultice cannot be 
denied. They who had long ftudled and long praSifed their pro- 
feffion ; they, who bad tried their courage in the hreach, and giVen 
proofs of their flcill in the face of the enemy, refufed to obey the 
command of novices, of tradefmcn, and of fchool-boys : they ima- 
. gined, my Lords, that they ought to govern thofe whom they Qiould 
be obliged to inftrufij and [q lead thofe troops whom they muft range 
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in (H^er. But they had forgot that they had out-lived (he time when 
a (bidier was formed by ftudy and experience, and had not heard in 
their retreats, that a colonel or a captain wa* now formed in a day j 
and therefore, when they law and heard ibetr new comniandersj 
[ they retired back to their half-pay, with furprize and indignation. 

But, my Lords, the follies of laft year cannot be ealily Te&iRed, 
and are only now to be expofed that they may not be repeated. If we 
are now to make new levies, and encreafe the number'of our land- 
(brcec, it is, in my opinion, incumbent upon us to confider by whaf 
methods we may beft augment our troops, and how we may be able 
to refill our foreign enemies, without expofing the nation to intcfline 
mtferies, and leaving our liberties at the mercy of the court. 

There are, my Lords, two methods of incrcafing our forces ; the 
firft is, that of rai(ing new regiments ; the other, of adding new 
men to thofe which already fubfift. 

By raifing new regiments, my Lords, we fball only gratify the 
Biinifler with the diftribution of new commilBons, and the eftablifli- 
meat of new dependents j we (hall enlarge the influence of the 
court, and iiureafe the charge of the nation, which is already loaded 
with too many taxes to fupport any unneccflary expence. 

By the other method, of adding a hundred men to every company, 
we {hall not only fave the pay of the officers, which is no flight con- 
fideration, but, what feems, if the reports raifed by the minillry, 
of our prefcnt danger, be true, of far more importance, Ihall form 
the new forces with more expedition into regular troops ; fbr, by 
diftributing them among thofe who are already inltrufied in their 
duty, we (hall give them an opportunity of hourly improvement, 
every man's comrade will be his mailer, and every one will be am- 
biciout of forming himlelf by the example of thofe who have been 
in the army longer than themfelves. 

If it be objefied, my Lords, that the number of officers will not 
then bear a juft proportion to that of the foldiers, it may be anfwered 
that the foreign troops of the greaicll reputation have no greater 
number of officers, as every one mufl know who is acquainted with 
the conftitution of the moft formidable armies of Europe. Thofe 
oF the PrulEan monarch, or of the various nations by which we were 
affifled in the late war, either as confederates or mercenaries, have 
but kw officer), And^ I very well remember, my Lords, that when- 
H 3 ever 
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ever they were joined by parties of ourowonatront the inequality . 
in the number of the officers produced contefts and difputes. 

The only iroops of. Europe, my Lor<)s« that fwarm with officers 
^rctbofe of France, but even thcfe have fewer officers in proportion 
to their private mcti in time of war; for when they difband any 
part of their forces, they do not like us reduce their officers to half 
pay, hut add them to the regiments not reduced, that the families of 
their nobility may not be burthened with neci 
they may never want officers for new levies. , 

There are many reafons, my Lords, (hat make this praflice ia 
France more reafonable than |t would be in our kingdom. It is the 
chief view of their governors to continue abfblute, and therefore 
thtir eonftant endeavour to keep great numbers in dependence ; it 
ought to be our care to hinder the increafe of the influence of the 
court, and toobi)ru£t all oieafures that may extend the au(}ioiity of 
the miniflry, and therefore thofe mcafures are to be purfued by which 
independence jind liberty will be moft fupported. 

It is likewife to be remembered, my Lords, that a French officer 
}a fupported with pay not much larger than that of a private folf 
dier among us, and that therefore the argument which arifcs froo) 
fhe neceffity of frugality is not of the fame force in both nations. 

There is y« another reafon why the French are under the neceffity 
of employing more officers thai) any other iiation :- the llrength of 
|heir armies Gonfids in their gentleipenf who cannot be eipedled to 
fetve witi^Qut fome command : the common foldiers of the Fj-each 
army are a mean, fpiritlefs, defpiqable herd, fit only to drudge ^s pi- 
oneers, to raife imrenchmeAts and to dig mines, but without 
courage fo face an epemy, or to proceed with vigour in the face of 
.fl anger. 

Their gentlemen, niy Lords, are of a very different charafler ^ 
jealous of their honour, and confcious of thdr birth, eager of diflinc? 
(ion, and ambitious of preferment. They have commonly their 
education iti the army, ^nd have no expc^ations of acquiring for- 
tunes equal to their defires by any other profeffion, and are therefore 
(ntet(t upon the iofprovement of every opportunity which is offered 
(hem of increaUng their knowJcdge aiid exalting their repuution. 

To the fpiric of thcfe men, my Lords, are the French armies iq- 
^feM % »(l tlicir Ti'Sories, and to them fs tq b^i atUibuted the 
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pnfent psifedioD of the irt of war. They bave the vigilance tnd- 
perfevcmice of Romani joined with theiittural.viviuil7 and expc<ii-> 
boa of their owp nation. 

We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that there is in the 
French annies an eftabliJhment for more gentlemen than in other 
coDiitriea, where the difpartty between the military virtuea of the 
kigKcr and lower claflea of men is left confpicuoua. In the troops of 
bat nation nothing is expe^ed but from the officers, but in ours the 
coniHon foldier meets danger with equal intrepidity, and Tcorns to fee 
bimrdf excelled by his officer in courage or in zeal. 

We are therefore, my Lords, under no neceffity of burtheoing 
our country with the expence of new commiffions, which in the 
irmy will be fuperfluous, and in the flate dangerous, as they will fill 
our lenate with new dependents, and our corporations with oew ado 
kerents to the minillcr, whofe fteady perfeverance is hia favourite 
icheme of fcnatoriat fubordination, will be perhaps the only occaTioo 
•f tfaefe new levies, or at lea(t has hindered the right application of . 
ourfianding troops. For what reafon, my Lords, can invention 01 
imagination affign, why the troops who had been for (bmetimc di- 
(cipliocd were not rather fent to the affillance of Vernon than the new 
narines, except that feme of them were commanded by men wbv 
bid obtained feats in the other houfe, and who by their fettled ad" 
keresce and avowed fidelity to the minifter had recommended them* 
felres too powerfully to be ralhly expofed.in the Cervice of their 
country to the bullets of the Spaniards. 

So great* my Lords, has been the miaifter's regard to fenatorial 
sbilitits, and to &nSt his gratitude to his friends, that I know of 
l>iit one member of the other houfe that has been hazarded in this 
expedition, and he a hopelels, abandoned patriot, infenlible of the 
cifMcity or integrity of our miniftry, and whom nothing has been 
able to reconcile to our late meafures. He therefore, who has never 
nerted bimfelf in defence of the minlftry, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of miniilerial prote&on, and was given up to the chance 
t>f war without rcluftance. 

fiut I hope your Lordfhips will concur with me in the opinion, 
that it b not always neceflaiy to gratify the miniftry, but that our 
country claims fome part of our regard, and therefore that in cllab- 
lifliing our army we (hould purfue that method which may be moft 
ftc«u&isodatedu)ourconflitution, and, infteadof imitating the mili- 
H 4 lary 
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tary policy of the French, follow tbt example of thofe nations by- 
whofe troopi they have been conquered. 

Had this rchcme been hitherto fallowed, bad our new levies, is* 
ftead of 'being put under the command of boy*, been diftributcd in 
juft proportion! among tfie tlaDding regiments, where they might 
foon have beenqualibcd for fervice by the'jnfpe^on of experienced 
officer;, we might now have feen an army capable of awing the court 
of Spain into fubroiffion, or, if our demand* bad been ftill refufed, 
of revenging our injuries, and puniihing thofe who have infulted and 
defpifcd us. 

From an army thus railed and difciplined, detachments, my Lords, 
ought to hayp been fent on board of all our fleets, and particularly 
that which is now ftationed in the Mediterranean, which would not 
then have coafted about from one port to another, without hurting 
l>r frighting the enemy, but might byfudden defcenta have fpread 
terror through a great part of the kingdom, harrafTed their troops by 
Continual marchci, and by frequent incurfions have plundered all the 
maritime provinces, driven the inhabitants into the inlaqd country, 
■nd laid the village* in a(hes. 

There is yet, my Lords, no appearance of a peace, for ottr fuc- 
cefi has not enabled us to prefcribe terms, and I hope we are not 
yet fallen to low as to receive them ; it is therefore proper to form 
liich rerolutions as may influence the condud of the war, and enabl« 
9* to retrieve iho errors of our paft meafurei. 

The minifter, my Lord;, is not without panegyrtfb, who may 
perhaps endeavour to pcrfuade us, that we oifght to refign all our 
ynderfiandtngs to bis fuperior wiTdom, and blindly trull our fbrtunea 
and our libertios to hi* unlhaken integrity. They will in proof of 
his abilities produce the wonderful dexterity and penetration which 
the late negotiations have dilcavered,- and will confirm the reputa- 
tion of hii integrity by the conftant parfimony of all his fcheme*, and 
the unwilliqgnffy y/'ub, which he at any tine increafes the expencei 
Qf the iiatioi), 

Btit, my Lords, it is the gr^t duty of your high flation to watch 
pyer the ^dniiniftration, and tq warn thofe, who are more imme* 
di^tcly jnirufted witluhe public affairs, s^gainQ meafures which may 
fndaogpr (he fdfpty ar faappincf^ qf the nation ; and, therefore, if I 
have proved to your Lordthips, that to raife new regiBients is dan- 
9cro4* to our Ubertiei^ that ^ multitude of officer; is of no ufe io 
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wax, and that an army may be more cxpeditioully diftij^ned by add- 
ing new men to every company} 1 hope your Lotdfliipi will agree ta 
a^ reTolution, which I have drawn up with the iicmoft brevity, aad 
of vbich the meaoiiig cannot be milUken : 
*' That the augmenting the army by railing regiments^ ai it it dw 

moft unaoce^y and ezpenfive method of augmentation, is alio die 

inoft dangeroua to tbe liberties of the nation." 

The OuEK of Nbvcastlk next fpolce to thii effe£l: — Mf 
Lords, as my education and employments hare afforded me do op- 
pononity of acquiring any fkill in military affiiirs, it will not be tx~ 
pc&ed by your I^ordlhips, that I fliould be able to confute the argu- 
nenti of the noble duke, whofe acknowledged i'uperiority in tbe 
an of war, and tbe abilities which he has difplaycd in tbe adminiftr»- 
tion of every province which he has undertaken, give him a claim to 
the higbeft deference. 

Bull ipy Lofds, as I cannot aCume the province of difpudng om 
&a queflion, fo I cannot without longer consideration form any re- 
(olutiob concerning it ; for arguments may be ^lacious which yet I 
cannot confute, and to approve without knowledge is no lefs weak 
than to cenfure. 

There' is not any prcfent neceffity, my Lardti of forming a retbla- 
tion on ibis fubjeS ; we are not now called upon particularly to con- 
fider i[, and certainly it cannot be prudent by fo determinate a deci- 
fion, pronounced without reflection or deliberation, to preclude • 
fbller examination of this important tjucflion. 

Lord Cartbket rofe and fpoke in this manner :— my Lords, the 
noble duke who made the prefent motion has fupporied it by fuch 
flrength of argument, and fo fully explained the advantages of the 
metbod which it tends to recommend, that not only the prefent 
age but poflerity may probably be indebted to htm, for jufler notions 
of a military ellafalilhment, than have been yet attained even by 
thofe whofe profelfion obliges them to fuch enquiries. 

Nor, my Lords, could we expe^ lefs from his long experience and 
enenfive capacity, experience gained in tbe heat of war, and in the 
midft of danger j a capacity not only cultivated by folitary difquifi- 
fions in retirement and feourity, but ^xercifed by difficulties and 

guickened by nppofition. 
§HC)) abilities, ipy lyOrdf, mitiu^d ^7 Cuch a^ education, have 

juftly 

L 11. .Google 



juftly made the noble duke tbe oracle of war, and procured him the 
cfleem and reveicnce of all tbe powers upon earth. 

As I did not receive from my education any military knowledge, I 
am not able to add much to the ai'gumenta which your Lordfhipt 
have already beard ;' hut nererthelefs, having been under the necef-. 
Itty of regulating the army when I had the honour to be employed ■ 
in Ireland, and having made, in tbofe countries where I tranfaded ' 
the bufiiitfs of the crowo> (bme obferrationa upon the different forms 
of military eftablifliments, I hope I (hall be allowed to offer what 
my experience or my remarlu may fuggeft to roe, in confirmation of 
the featimcnti of the noble duke. 

When I wai in Irela'ud, my Lords, the troops of that krngdain 
confifted of twenty-one regimenta of which ten were, at lafl year, 
brought into Briuin, and the In(h forces were to be filled up by 
new levies, which were raifed in the manner now propofed, by in- * 
creafing every regimbnt from three hundred and forty to fix hundred 
men, fo that the eleven regiments remaining compofcd a body of 
nearly the fame number with the twenty>one regiments as formerly 
conftituied. 

Of the SwediO) eftablifhment, my Lords, the reputation and 
fuccefi of their troops are an uncontrovertible vindication, and I 
have often had an opportunity of comparing the number of o£ccra 
with (hat of ours, and found their private men to be far more ou- 
mcrous in proportion to the officers. 

In Hanover, my Lords, I have feen his majelly's troops remark- 
able for the elegance of their appearance, and being once alked by tbe 
commander at what expence one of thofe gallant troopers and his 
borfc was fupported, was told, after confeffing my ignorance, that 
he coCt no more than fourteen pounds a year, who could not in this 
country be maintained for lels than forty. 

1 believe, my Lords, that the French forces are not more expen- 
iive than thofe of Hanover, and therefore we are by no means to imi- 
tate their cftabtiflimcm, for the price of proviilons and habits of life 
do not admit of any diminutioui of the pay of either our officers or 
foldiers, and we can only leffen our expences by reducing ihcir auu- 
bcrs, to which I Ifaall for my part moll willingly contribute. 

But as this, my Lords, is not the proper time for difbanding our 
forces, of which tke prefent ttttt of our afiairs suy peibaps dcoMiul 

■a 

Lr,,l,;.::i:,G00gIt: 



Jl.1740] T H B A R u r. toy 

an uigmentation, it is ncceflarj to compare the flateof ourforcet 
with that of foreign troopi, and fupply by prudent methods the dif- 
adcuttages to which we are fubjeS by the peculiu condition of our 
country. For if the French can fupport an army at a fourth part of 
oar ezpence ; what mull be the confcquencc of a war, Aippoftng the 
wealth of the twe nations nearly equal ? It will be to little purpofe 
that we boaft, however juftly, of the fupcriority of our troops ; for 
(bough it fliould be granted that the Britilh cannot be refifted by an 
equal number, yet it can never be expcfled that they fliouId conquer 
troops four times as numerous as themfelves. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the evidence of arithmetical 
drmonftration, that the method now propofed is highly expedient* 
nor can any obje^on, in my opinion, be made to the refolutioa 
ofiercd to your Lordfiiipt. 

That this- is not 2 proper time for this enquiry has been indeed 
uiged, but furely no time can be more proper than when we may, by 
a rciblwtion unanimoully pafied, regulate in fome degree the con- 
dud of the other houfe, and hint to tbcm the opinion of this aflcmbly 
pD a queftion which is perhaps to-morrow to be brought before 
thcna. 

Lord Cholmoiidilst then fpoke thus; — My Lords, though I 
was once honoured with a command in the army, and conlequently 
ought to have attained fome military knowledge, yet I have To long 
leGgnad my commiffion, poflefled it for fofhortatime, and have fuf^* 
fered my attention to be diverted from enquiries on that {ubje<9 by em-> 
^oymenuof fndtSerent a kind, that I cannot prefumeto <^pofeany 
knowledge of my own to the reafom which have been offered ; but 
I caimot thinlt that the concluCons drawn by the noble duke, are fo 
evidently true as to force convidion, and exclude all poffihility of 
reply i nor can I conceive it confiltent with the dignity, of this af> 
fanbly, to yield implicitly to any man's alTertiona, or to pafs any re- 
lialiition without an accurare enquiry. 

Some objeAions, my Lords, arife upon refledion from mjr narrow 
pbfervation and tianfient reading, and (hefe I fliall Uy before your 
tordihipa, with an open acknowledgement of my infufficiency to dif> 
«u& the queftion, and a fincere defire of being inftruSed where I may 
be tniftaken, 

The ftibofdinatioD of the army, my iMrAs, appears to me in gc- 
Hfial to ^ fufitciefiily n^iotaiiKd, nor if it ever infringed but by 
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particular partiality, that can nevfer be prevented, or a cafual difier- 
encein the circumftanees of the officers, which, though not relative 
to their military chaiaflers, will always produce fome degree of ia- 
fluence. 

I know not, my Lords, how the general regulation ofour forces, 
•nd the diftribution of military honours, can be condemned without 
extending Ibme degree of cenfure to a perfon who ought not to be 
mentioned as concurring in any meafures injurious to the publick. 
Our army, my Lords, is maintained by the parliament, but com- 
manded by the king, who has not either done or dircAed arty thing 
of which his people may juflly complain. 

Here the duke of Argyle interrupted him: — My Lords, it is oe- 
aSirj to clear myrdf from mifreprefentations, and to preferve at 
the fame time the order of this alTembiy, by reminding the noble 
lord, that his mijefty is never to be introduced into our debates, be- 
caufe he is never to be charged with wrong, and by declaring tq your 
lordfbips, that 1 impute no part of the errors committed in the re- 
gulation of the army to his majedy, but to thofe miniflers, whole 
duty it is to advife him, and whom the law condemns to anfwer for 
the confc<]uences of theii counfels. 

Ix>rd Cholmondblby reriimed:"-My I^rds, if I mifreprelenteil 
any afiertion of the noble dulce, it was by mifapprehenfion, or fai- 
lure of memory, and not by malice or defign ; and if in any other ob- 
jeSions which I fliall make, I Oialt fall into any error of the fame 
kind, I delire that it may be afcribed to the fame caufe. 

The ignorance and inexperience of our prefent officers have 
been expofed with great gaiety of imagination, and with the true 
Jpirit of fatirtcal rhetoric, nor can I prefume to fuppon them 
againft fo formidable ccnfures. But, my Lords, I cannot dif- 
cover any method of protraftiog the lives of our old officers beyond 
the ufuai term, noT of fupplying the lofs of thofe whom death takes 
away from the army, but by fubftiluting others, who, as they have 
feen no wars, can have little experience. 

With regard to the number pf officers in the foreign troops, I have 
been informed, that they were by an exprefs ftipulation to be con< 
I ftituted in the fame manner with the BrJtiOi and Dutch forces. 

Then the duke of Ab GYLE again interrupfed him: — My Lords, 
«e it was my province in the late war to fuperintend the payment of 
the foreign truop>> I maj> be allowed to have fomc knowledge of the 
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cflabliflunent, and hope I fhall not be inu^oed to need any infbr- 
nution on that fubjefl. 

Lord Cboluondeley faid ;— My Lords, I do not prefume to d'lf- 
pate any aflcrtlon of the noble duke, for whofe knowledge I have the 
btgbeft veocration* but only to offer fuch l)inti for enquiry as may be 
purfucd by other lords of greater abilities, and to fhew, that sa Ibme 
difficulties may be raifcd, the refolution ^ught not to be agreed to 
without farther deliberation; fince it not only tends to prefcribe the 
mearurei which fhall be hereafter taken, and prohibit a method of 
niling forces, which, when diligently examined, may perhaps af^>ear 
moft eligible, but to cenfure the methods, which, when they were 
put in praftice the laB year, received the approbation of all the 
powers of the legiflature. 

Ixtrd WssTMORELANO fpolcc next as fojlows :— My Lords, I hare 
for my own fatisfadion ftated the difference of tbeexpence bctweea 
the two methods of raiting forces, and find it fo great that the me- 
thod propofed by the noble duke ought undoubtedly to be preferred, 
eren though it were attended with fome inconvenience, from which 
be has Ihewn it to be free. 

Frugality, my Lords, is one of the chief virtues of an adminiftn* 
tlon ; a virtue without which no government can be long fupponed : ' 
the publick cxpence can never be too accurately computed, or the 
firft tendency to profulion too rigoroufly oppoled ; for, as in private 
life, fo in political oeconomy, the demands of neceffity are eaJtIf 
fuppliedj but if once the calls of wantonnefs and caprice are 
complied with, no limits can be fixed, nor will any treafure be 
fnfficient. 

Whether the burthens under which the people are now toiling 
were all impofed by neceffily, I will not enquire, but I think, my 
Lords, we may readily determine, that whatever is not neceiTary ii 
cruel and oppreffivc, and that therefore, fince the expence of raiCng 
new regiments appears at leaft not to be neceflary, it ought to be 
oppofed ; and bow can it be oppofed more properly or eSedually than 
by the noble duke's refolution i 

Lord Hervey fpoke to this effedt : — My Lords, I do not claim 
any fuperiority of knowledge in any affairs that relate to the puUick, 
but have lefs acquaintance with the military eftabliOiment than with 
toy other part of the government, and can therefore neither oppofe 
the refitlutioa now offered to your lordfliips by fucb arguments as may 
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deTcrre your attention, nor agree to it with that d^ree of conn^ioa 
which the importance of it fecms to require. 

That the chief argument which hai been produced againA raifing 
new regiments, is lefs formidable thjui it haa been reprcfented, will, I 
believe, appear to your Lordfliip], when it it confidercd that the 
officers are always gentlemen of the firtl fumilies in the empire, 
who, therefore, cannot be fnppofcd voluntarily to give up dietr 
relations and poRcttty to the power of any miniflry, or, for the fake 
of thdrcoDimiffions, to betray that conftitution by which their owa 
propertiei are fecured. 

Whether ev^ other argument may not with equal jullice be con- 
troverted, is not, without longer con fideration, po^ible to be dctcr- 
nioed, and therefore it cannot be reafonubly expc£led that we 
fhould agree to the refolution, whidi would be only to decide with- 
out examination, and to determine what we don't underfiand ; for 
I am under no apprehenEion of being imagined to rcileA unjuftly on 
this aflembly, in fuppofing that many of your LordAiips may be 
firangeh to the queftion, which, when the laft levies were made, was 
neither difcufled nor propofed. 

I therefore move, that theprevioui qucftion may be put, which 
may perhaps gain time fufficient for a moreexa<fl enquiry upon this 
important fubjcd. 

Lord Talbot replied to this purport: — My Lords, if, in 
imitation of fome noble lords, I profcfs my ignorance of the fui^e^ 
on which I am to fpeak, may it not yet be allowed me, after the ex- 
ample of others, to employ the little knowledge which 1 have in the 
defence of a refolution, which appears to have no other tendency thaii 
the advantage of the publick, and to Oicw my zeal for the happinefs 
of my country, though perhaps without the true knowledge of ita 
interelt i 

The noble Lord, who fpoke laft, is too great a mafter of eloquence 
not to be heard with all the attention which pleafure naturally pro^ 
duces, and a leafoner too formidable not toraife in bis hearers all 
the anxiety which is produced by the fear of being deceived by par- 
tial reprefcntations, and artful dcdudions. I am always afraid, my 
Lords, lefl error fliould appear too much like truth in the oinamcnts 
which his Lordfbip's imagination may beftow, and left fophiftry 
fhould dazzle my undciftdnJiog whilH I imagine m) fclf only guided 
by the light of reafon. 

Xflwl* 
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I Ihall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to review hU omameDt)* 
ami try wBether they owe their influence to the force of truth, or to 
Aat of eloquence, 

Hii Lordlhip has oblerved, that the objeflions which are now . 
mide to the method of nuliog new regiments, were ndt produced 
hfi year upon a like occafion. I know not, indeed, what can be 
iD^rcd from this allertion } for furely it will not maintain, that an 
trror oocc admitted is to become perpetual. 

But, my Lords, another reafon may be aSigncd for which Ae^ 
olijtdioos that occurred laft year might not be produced. The mioif- 
try, after a long courfe of difgraceful negotiations, and artful delays* 
Wre, at length, compelled to a war, by the general clamours of the 
whde nation ; but they aSed as men unwilling to execute what, 
ibej did not approve. They proceeded fo flowly in their preparations, 
ind were fo languid in all their motions, that it was evident how 
willingly they would have improved every opportunity of retarding the 
vengeance which ihey were forced to threaten ; and with what artifices 
they would have protraAed any delay, which they could have impu- 
ted to thofe by whom they were oppofed. It wasi therefore, to the 
lift degree impropo' to embarrafs their meafures of themfelve* fuffici- 
endy perplexed, or to lay any ohftack in the wa;^ of thofc who 
Wogtd gladly be flopped. 

That the army is filled with gentlemen is fo far, my Lords, from 
^ving that there is nothing to be feared from it, that it is tbt only 
^Ddation of all our foUicitude. For none but gentlemen can 
injure our liberties, and while the pofls of the army are bellowed aa 
revards of fenatorial flavery, gentlemen will always be found who 
*in be corrupted themfelves, and can corrupt a borough ; who will 
pardiafea vote in theboufe, and fell it for military preferments. 
By die pofts of the army the fenate may be corrupted, and by the 
wrrnptionof the fenate the army be perpetuated. 

Thofe, my Lords, who are the warmefl opponents of the army, 
^)prebend not any danger from their fwords, but from their votes. 
As they have been of late regulated without difciplineor fubordi- 
aation, I aould not feel fuch anxiety at feeing them led on by ■ 
t«ir new commanders againft a body of honeft ploughmen, united 
in the caufe of virtue and of liberty ; I fhould with great alacrity 

draw 
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inw ffly firori] igainft tbem, and fiiotilil not doubt of feeing tbent 
in 2 fliort time bei^'d upon our fields. 

But, inj Loritt they are employed to ruin us by a more fiow imi 
Beat meAod; they iie dire&d to influence their relation! in the 
fctnte, and to fuborn the voters in our fmall t6wns ; tbcy are dif* 
perfed orer the nation to infiil dependence:, and being enfiaved thco>^ 
iclres. willingly undertake the propagation of flavery. 

That the army is inftrumental in extending the inAaence of the 
■uniftry to the fenat^ cannot be denied, when military prefemients 
are held no longer than while he that poflefles them gives a fanftioit 
by his vote to the meafures of the court \ when no degree of merie 
is fufficienttobalaoccaiingleadof fenatorial oppoficion, and wbeo 
the nation is rather to be left to the defence of boys, than the tnini- 
flcr be fufpc&d of mifcondud. 

Could either bravery or knowledge, rqiutstion or paft fervices, 
blown fidelity to his majefty, or the noft confpicuous capacity 
for high truli, have fecured any man in the enjoyment of his poll, 
the noble duke who made the motion, had carried his command to 
hts grave, nor had the nation now been deprived either of his arms, 
or of his counfels. 

But, as he has now offered his advice to his country, and fupported 
bis opinion with proofs from reafon and experience, which even 
thofe who oppofe them have confcfled themfclvcs unable to anfwer ; 
as the juftncfs of his reafoning, and the extent of his knowledge, 
have iilenced thofe whofe prejudices will not fuScr th«m to own 
themfelvei convinced; let us not, my Lords, rejed what we can- 
not condclnn, nor fufier our country to be defrauded of the advan- 
tage of this refolutioa, by that low fenatorial craft, the previous 
qiieftion. 

Then the Chakcellok fpoVe to the following purpofe : — My 
liords, I am far from fufpcAing, that an open profeOion of my in- 
ability to examine the queftion before us, in its full extent, will be 
imputed to an afiedation of modefty, lince any knowledge of milt* 
tary affairs could not be acquired in thofe Aations in which I have 
been placed, or by thofe ftudies in which the greatefl part of my 
life is known to have been fpent. 

It will not be expefled, my Lords, that I fliould attempt a formal 

confuution of the noble Duke's pofitions, or that I fhould be able 

to defend my own opinion againft his knowledge and expeiicnce j 
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aw would f, my I>ord), expoCe mjklf to the cenfure of having ha- 
nngucd upon war in the prerence of Hannibal. 

The noble duke has explained bis rentiments to your LorcJlli'pt 
with the utnwft accuracy of method, and th« mod inftru^ive per- 
Jpicuityof language; he has enforced them with a ffrength of re^ 
Ibbing rarely to be found, aiid with an extejit of knowledge pecu- 
liar to bimfelf. Yet, my Lords, a* bis arguments, however power- 
ful in thcmfelves, do not Unite me with the fame force wiih which 
others may be affe&ei, who are mere capable of receiving them, I 
hope that your Lordlhips will allow me to mention fuch objeftions as 
occur to me, that in voting on this queltion I may at leaft preferve 
my confcience from violation, and neither adopt the opinion of 
another, however great, without exa mi nation, i>or obflinately re- 
jt£k the meant of convit^ion. 

Every lord who has fpoken either in fupporC of 'the noble duke't 
opinion, or- in oppofition to it, has confcfled that he is very little ac* 
quatnted with the fubjc(^ of our debate ; and it may not therefore 
be an improper or ufelefs attempt, if I endeavour by objections, 
however injudicious, or by arguments however inconclulive, to pro- 
cure fome illuflration of a quefVion fo important, and at the fame 
time lb little underftood. 

The objeflions, my Lords, which I fhall produce, are fuch as I 
have beard in converfation with thofe whofe long acquaintance with 
military employments give them a juft claim to authority in all quef- 
tioDS which relate to the art of war; among whom I find no uni- 
formity of opinion with regr.rd to the mod proper method of augment- 
ing our forces. And, my Lords, when we obfcrve thofe to diffitr 
in their fentimenti, whofe edjcatior, experience, and opportunities of 
knowledge have been nearly the fame, and who have all obtained a very 
great degree of reputation in their profeffion, what can be inferred, 
but that thequeflion is in its own nature obfcure and difficult i That it 
iovotves a multitude of relations, and is dift'ufed through a great 
variety of circumllance* ? And that, therefore, it is prudent for 
every man, who can judge only upon the authority of others, to 
fufpend his opinion ? 

The chief argument, or that at lead which imprefled itfelf rood 
llrongly on my mind, againfi any innovation in our military con- 
flilution, was drawn from the fuccefs of our armies in their prefcnt 
form, with that proponion of fjldiers and officers, which the pre- 
fefit motion tends to aboliOi. Our forces, fay the advocates for the 
Vol. 1 I prefcnt 
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prefent eftablilhiiient, have afibrded us a fuficient teflimony of rite 
prnpriety of their regulation, by their frequent vidories over troops, 
vbofediftiplioehaf beenftudied wlthtbe utmoft Hgitance, and which 
have been trained up to war with a degree of attention net difpro- 
portioned to the mighty deflgn for which they were raifed> the fub- 
jeflion of the world, afad attaioment of univerfal monarchy, Thefe 
troops, who have been taught, almoft from their infancy, that.cowar- 
dice and flight arc the grcatefl: crimes, and perfuaded by national pre- 
judices, and principles ftudioufly infilled, that no foreign forces 
could wiihitand them, have fled hefore equd numbers of Britons, 
and been driven from one province to another, till, inftead of grafp* 
ing at general dominion, they were reduced to defend their vives 
and children. 

How much of this fuccefs was to be afcribed to that part of the 
regulation which this motion propofes to be changed, it ia not, my 
Lords, within my province to determine ; the great comRiander whom 
I have the honour to oppofc, can heft explain to your Lordihips the 
province of every ofScer in the field, and how far the number of in* 
fcriour officers may influence the fuccefi of a battle and the fate of a 
kingdom. 

But to me, my Lords, the cftablilhment of our armies comprising 
different views, and connecting various fubordinate reguUitons, 
may becompared to a medicine compofed of di&rent ingredient*, 
and fouttd infallibly efficacious in a dangerous difeafe, in which, 
though fome of the p^rls may feem to phyficians of the profoundcft 
learning) fupetfluous or improper, it would be no lefs than the folly 
of preferring experiments t* life, to make any alteration. 

The wantonncfs of innovation, my Lords, is a dangerous difeafe 
of the mind ; in a private llaiion, it prompts men to be always di^ 
contented with what they find, and to lofe (he enjoyment of good 
in fcarah of fomeibrng better ; it incites them to leave the fafe and 
beaten tracks of life, in fearch of thofe which they imagine 
nearer, but which are at bet) tefs fecure, and which generally lead 
them to points far difiereat from that to which they oiiginalty in- 
tended todircA their courfe. 

It is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any alteration which is not 
abfolutely neceffiiry, for ojie innovation matces way for another. 
The parts of a (.ouflitution, like a cotnplicaied machine, are fitted 
to each other, nor can one be changed without changing that which 

conefpond) 
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coire^jondj toil. Th'u necelBty is not always forefcen, but when 
flcDTCred by experience is genetally complied with ; fnr every man 
iimore inclined to hazard further changes, than to confefs bimfelf 
nifiaken by retracing hii fcheme. Thua, my Lords, onechange 
iotrodnces another, till the original conftitution is entirely dcflroyed.- 

By the ambiiioQ of iimovition, my Lotdi, have atloiod all tbofc 
npirei been deftroyed, of which nothing now is left but tha 
Bcmorj. Every human efiablifliment has iis advantages and it) 
ioouiveniencies, and by wealc attempts to remedy thefc defers, which 
Daivitbftanding the utmoft attention will embarrafj the machine of 
gofemment, atterationt have been introduced which have beea 
fuiclcly followed by a total dilTolution. 

There fcem, my Lords, to be few regulations on which it is more 
di]i|eious to make experiments than on that of the armies of » 
ution. We are fulEciently convinced how much of fuccefs ts the 
n»rcquence of ccnirage, and that courage is only an opinion of our 
ova fuperiority, arifing from certain circumftances, either imagi* 
ury or real. 

The courage which at prcfent animates our forces, arifes, my 
Lords, from a very proper ground, their former vjQoiies over the 
enemies which they are now to combat, and will therefore, doubt-> 
left, continuewhilc they can confider themfetyes as. enjoying the famtf 
advantage with tbofe particular men by whom the viftorlcs were ob- 
tained, ffut, my Lords, if any elTential part of their eftablllbment 
bccbangcd, ibey will be confidered, both by themfelves and their 
enemies, as a different army ; they will then charge with lefs ala- 
crity, and be oppofed with lefs dejection ; they will conlider them- 
fclres at fighting without that certainty of fuccefs which arifes from 
experience, and theirenemics will refolve to try, by an obftlnwe refift- 
aoce, whether they are now equally form idable as In their former (late. 

Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, however weakly, to reprefent 
the arguments which I have heard for the continuance of the effa- 
bCfliment, of which your Lordlbips will examine the validity, and 
ftull now proceed to conftdcr the noble duke's fyftem of a military 
lobordination in time of peace. 

Whether a (landing army in time of peace is made ncce(rary to the 

Aange of conduct in foreign courts, it Is now ufelefs to enquire ; 

but it will be eaGly granted by your LordOiips, that no motive but 

Mctffity, neceffity abfolute and inevitable, ought to iaflueiKe us to 
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fupport a (landing body or r^ulaf forces* which have always been 
«(counteii dangerous, and generally found defliuAive to a free 
people. 

The chief reafon, my Lords, of the danger arifing froni a fland- 
irtgarmy, may be afcribed 10 the circumftances by which men, Aib- 
je£t to mlli:ary laws, arc dlflingui(hed from other members of the 
famccommunity ; they arc by the n^iture of martial government ex- 
pofed to puniDiment which other men never incur, and tried "by 
forms of a different and more. rigorous kind than thofe which are 
pta^ifed by the civil power. They arc, if not exempted from the 
. jurifdiction of a magi Q rate, yet fubje^ to another authority which 
they fee more frequently and moie feverely exerted, and which, 
thciefoic, they fear and reverence in a higher degree. They, by 
entering into the army, lay afide for the mofl part all profpcfi of 
advantage from commerce or civil employments, and, in a few 
years, neither fear nor hope any thing but from the favour or dif- 
plcal'ure of their own officers. 

For thefe, my Lords, or for other reafons, the fotdiers have al- 
ways been inclined to condder thcmfelves as a body diflinit from the 
tell of the community, and independent on it, a government regu- 
lated by their own laws, wiihout regard to the general conflitution 
of iheir country ; they have, therefore, been ready 10 fubvert the 
conflitution from which they received little advajiiage, and to op- 
prefs the civil magiilratcs, for whom they had loft their reverence. 
. And how Toon; my Lords, might fuch outrdges be expected from 
anarmy formed after the model of the noble duke, releafed from the 
common obligations of fociety, difunitcd from the bult of the na- 
tion, direfled folely by their own officers, and ultimately com- 
, manded by a man who had the right of commanding no other ? 
Would they not foon confider themfclves as a feparatc community, 
vliofe interefts were no Icfs than their laws peculiar to thcmfelves ? 
Would they not conCder him from whom they received all iheir re- 
yards, and all their puniOimcnts, as the proper ubje^ of their fu- 
preme regard, and endeavour to exalt him to the fame dominion over 
others, which be enjoyed in regard to themlctvcs, that they mij^ht 
fliate in his fupcrioriiy f 

A body of men, my Lords, thus leparated from the reft of the 
people, muft confider thcmfelves as either cntrobled or degraded by: 
luch diltinAion, and would foon iiiid themfelvcs inclined to ufe the': 

power 
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power of their inns, nther in the exertion of their, privileges, or 
the revenge or their dlfgrace. Then, mjr Lords, would they fet at 
defiance the laws of the nation, nor would one of thefe noble Lords 
beable to dilband, nor the other to refift thein. 

The arm)', my Lords, is, in time of peace, then belt regulated 
when it is kept under the Ari£tcft fubordination to the civil power, 
that power which it is inftituted to prote£t and to prcferve. 

Thus, my Lords, havo I examined the propofal and rcafons of 
thcDobleduke, perhaps not much to the information of your Lord- 
lhJ|N i but it cannot be expcded that any capacity fhould be able, in 
u unexpeded and fudden debate, to difpute on a fubjefl:, which the 
BoUeduke's education gave him particular opportunities of under- 
Sanding far beyond almoft every other man, and which he has had 
time to confider with refpeft to this prefent motion. 

For this reafon, my Lords, I cannot but think the previous quef- 
tion highly expedient, but not for this reafon alone ; for as the fta^e 
of the army, and the proper methods of aiigmehting it, are foon tQ 
be examined by the other houfc, to prejudice their determinations, 
■nay raife a conteA about privileges, and oblige us either 10 perfilf , 
for our own honour, in oppofition to meafures necelTary to the fecu- 
lityof thepuhlick, or, in compliance with the prefent exigence, ac- 
cept their fcbeme however oppofite to our own rcfolutton. 

Lord Caktzbet fpoke in fubftancc as follows: — My Lords, the 
blown abilities of that noble Lord incline me always to bear him 
widi ancommon expe^ation and attention, which feldom fail to be 
rewarded by fuch plcafure and information as few other men are able 
to afford. But his obfervations on the queflion before us, my Lords, 
bave only ctinvinccd me, that the greateft abilities may be fometimcs 
Ittrayed tnio error, and the moft candid difpotlcion be vitiated by 
accidental prejudices^ For his own arguments neither appear juft, 
noi his rcprcfcntaiion impartial, of thofe advanced in favour of the 
■notion. 

With regard to the number of officers necefPary in time of war, 
Bii Lortifliip aflertcd nothing from his own knowledge, nor do I be- 
lieve that any other lord will imagine himfelf qualified to difpute 
*itb the noble duke upon queftions purely military. His experience 
cotidei him to the highell authority, in debates of this kinjj, and if 
c«ry man has a claim to credit in his own profcflion, fuiely, he 
«bo has given evidence of bis proficiency in the art of war in the 
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eyes of the wbole world, will not be denied ia tkiihoufe ttut fups- 
riority which would leadily be allowed him in any otbei part of the 
untveife. 

And yet lefs, my I«rds, can it be ftifpcAed that he intend* to d^ 
' (xive us, than that he can be drceived hunlelf : for not only bis pro- 
bity, hit love of bis country, and his fidelity to the crown, concur 
to fecure him fionf any temptations to make an 111' ufe of his credit, 
but hit own intcreft obliges bim to ofTer that fcheine for the regu- 
laiion of our forces, which in his owuflpioioB will nioft ccnaiBly 
contribute to their &cce&. For, it is not to be doubted, my Lords, 
that when we fhall be engaged in war too far for negociations and 
conventions, when we fliall be furrounded by enemies, and terrified 
at tbc near approach of danger, he will be called upon to lead our 
armies to battle, and attack once mote tboTe enemies that have fled 
lb often before him. 

Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to form a weak plan of 
our miliury conftitution, mull he atone for it with the lols of hit 
reputation ; .that reputation, fot wbtcb he has undergone ta many 
Citigues, and been expoied to fo many dangers. 

But, my Lords, it is ridiculous to fufped where nothing appe«s 
to provoke fufpicion, and I am very far from Imagining that the dai^ 
gers of innovation, however artfully magnified, or the apprehcnfioos 
of the foMiers, however rhetorically ropirelcsted, will be ibougfat of 
any weight. 

Tbc edahlilbment of the army, my Lords, is an innovation, and, 
as thenobleLordhisjuftlyreprerentedlT, an innovation that thremens 
nothing lefs than the deftru^ion of our liberties, and the diflblutioa 
of Our government. Our vigilance ought therefore, to be veryanxi- 
oufly employed in regulating this new part of our goverimcnt, and 
adapting it, in fuch a manner, to the national conlHtution, that no 
detriment may aiife from it, and that our civil rights iqay be pro- 
teded, not opprefTcd, by the military power. 

To this purpofe, fays the noble Lord, the foldiers are to bert- 
firaincd by a due fubordioation to tbc magiftrate, a pofidon va< 
doubtedly true, but now fuperfluoufly urged. For it was never con> 
trovertcd by the noble pcrfon whofe opinion he intended to oppofe. 

Should any man aflert, my Lords, that the army ought to be 
formed inCoadifiin^ and independent fociety, which ftiould recdve 
law* only from a council of war, utd hare qo other governor than 
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tlieir officers, aose fliouU opp*fe fucli ao aflettion with more ardour 
M cendancy than myfelf, but wbzt was nover Mlvanced k a iinac< 
ccOiry [o confute. 

Yet, my Lords, to obviate thofe dangera from the army which 
bire been To &Ton]rly and juftly repre&Dted, it is neceSkry, not only 
that a legal fubordjnation to the civil authority be firmly eftabliflicd, 
bit that a perlbnal dependence on the miniflry be taken away. 

How readily men learn to reverence and obey thofe on whom their 
fortunes depend, has been already Ihewn by the n<^le Lord, and 
therefoic it will follow, that a miniller who diflributes prefennenta 
at hii pleafure, may acquire fuch an influence in the army, as may 
be employed to fccure himfelf from juflice by the deArafiion of li- 
beity. And unlefs it can be proved that no fuch minifler can ever 
txifi; that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, have place orJy in 
the militarjt race j every argument that fl^wa the danger of an army 
dependent only on the generd, will Ihew the danger likewift of one 
<|cpcndcnt only on themimfler. 

The inAuetKe of the miniiiler, my Lords, is known to aril* from ' 
thcaumberof the officers,, and to be proportioned to the value of the 
preferment, which it is in his power to bcftow : it it therefore evi- 
drat, by adding newoficcrs to our army, we fliall throw weight 
inio the fca.le, which already is, atleafl, an equal balance to our 
conflitutioix, and enable the miniftry either to emfloj an army in 
defence of thdr meafures, or to obtain fuch an influence in the fe- 
natc as fliall make any Mher fecuriiy fuperfluous. 

Such, my Lords, is the danger of a multitude of officers, a dan- 
ger which furely deierves more attention, than the imaginary pre. 
judice of the foldiers in favour of the prefent eftablilhment } a pre- 
judice reprefcnted fo powerful both in our own forces, and thofe of 
our enemies, that the faturc fuccefs of our arms may probably de- 
pend upon it. 

Surely, my Lords, that caufe may be allowed tndefenfible which 
fn^ a patron defends fo weakly. What can be more chimerical than 
to imagine that men would lay down their arms, and forfake their 
ftaodatds, becaufe there are twenty more in a company than have for* 
nieily been I That fuch a panic from fuch a cautc was never found, 
I need not prove, and I fcarce think it necefiary to aflert, that, with- 
out fuppofinga univerlal depravity of reafon, it never can be found. 
The cftablifliment propofed by the noble duke, is the fiime with 
I 4 that 



tftO , p EB A T E OK (dEC. 9,' 

that of moft foreign troopi, and particularly with that of hh ma- 
jeAy'i forces in his , foreign dominiom, and, therefore, cannot but 
be approved by him, if it Ihould be propofed by your Lordthips. For 
why Ihoutd he imagine a greater number of officers neceJlary to the 
troops of firitain, than to thofe of any other nation. 

The expediency of ihe motion, my Lords, is, in my opinion, fo 
obvious and ineonteftible as to req*iire no farther confide rat ton, and 
therefore it is no argument againft it, that we were not previoufly 
informed of the queAion. 

Much lefsj my Lords, can I difcover the force of the aflertion, 
that by fucb a relblution we ftsll excite the difpleafure of the other 
houfe ; we have, my Lordi, at leaft an equal right with them to ex- 
amine «ny pofiiion relating to the publick fecurity, a right which 
we may exert with lefs danger of difgufling them, while they have 
yet formed no determination, and with lefs danger to (he nation, 
than when their opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be controverted 
without ret^rdingthc important. bill a gainft mutiny. 

We are never offended, my Lords, at receiving the opinions of 
the other houfe, which we often adopt without any alteration, and 
often make ufeof for our own infiru^ion, and now ate become fo 
concemptibio as that no regard Ihould be paid by them to our rcfo- 
1 lotions. 

It is well known, my Iiords, that this aRemhIy is an ellisntial and 
conllitttent part of the legillature of this kingdom, and that wr re- 
ceived from our anceflais a groat extent of power, which it ought 
to be our rare not to fuffer to be concraitcd by degrees, till this 
aflcmbly ihall become merely formal, and fit only to ratify implicitly 
the determinaiions of the other houfe. 

Several other Lords fpoke in the debate, and. the prefident having 
put the previous queftion, " Whether the tjuellion fliould be then 
put?" upon a diviCion, it patted in th« ofgative. Coi^tent 4}. 
Not content 59. 
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KESPECTINC OFFICERS ON KALf-PAV. 

yir.%Atllits this day mevrd far an bumhh addrtft ta his maji/lj^ thof^ 
far the futuri taft af his majififs fuhjilfs, all affurs naw fuhfifling 
ufan half pay, tfc. might ie tmployed in the armj, and fupparted it f 
tbiftllawin^ iffiSt : 

Sir, though Ifaave often known motion* oppoled without any juft 
ol^eAions, oratleaft without any proof of Aich inconveniencies lilcel/ 
loarifcfroin them, as were equivalent to the advantages which they 
troulJ h.ive produced, yef I cannot but confefs, that any oppofitjoa 
ip this wJII be unexpe^d and furprizing ; for it is, in my opinion, 
fdpported by every law of juflice and humanity. If we regard the 
publicic in genera), it cannot but produce {bme alleviation of the na- 
tional expence j and if we confuler the particular perfons to whom 
it immediately relates,, ihey have certainly a jufl claim to that re- 
gard which it is the tendency of tbj« motion to procure them. 

Tu burthen with fuperfluous officers, and unneceBary expencet. 
a people already overwhelmed with taxes, and over-run with ths 
dependents on the crown, is furely to the higheft degree cruel and 
abrurd- And to condemn thofe men to contempt and penury, 
wbo hav» ferved their country with bravery and fidelity, to prefer 
unexperienced llriplings to thofe commrffions, which would gladly 
be accepted by men who have already tried their courage in the bat- 
tle, and borne the fatigues of marches, and the change of climates, 
it furely not only to opprefs the deferving, and fcatter piomotioa 
without juft diftiniSion ; but, what is yet more enormous, it is to 
wanton with the publick lafety, and expofe us to our enemies. 

Nor does it appear to me fufficient, that the veteran oncers be 
reKored to the commiffions which they formerly enjoyed ; ihey ought, 
upon an augmentation of our troops, to be recompenced by fome 
advancement for their fervices and their fuRerings ; the enfign ought 
to become a lieutenant, and the lieutenant be exilted to a captain ; 
fiaiioni which they will furely fill with mere dignity and greater abi- 
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littes^ than boys newljr djrcharged from fcbool^ aiid entruftcd with 
■nexpe£ted authority. 

If it be reafonable, Sir, that expence Diould be fparcd in i tine 
of general poverty, if it be politic to carry on war in the manner 
wkA likely to produce foccsA, if it be jtift, that thofe who hXwe 
ferved their countryftould be l>rcferred to thofe who have no ment 
to boaft, thi* motion cannot be rcje^led. 

Sir WritiAM YoHOi tnf«cred to this purpofe :— Sir, to tbe- 
notion now made, it will not I believe be obje^ed, that it is unrea- 
fenable, or unjuft, but that it is unneceilary, and that it is not 
diawn up with fufficlent contideration. 

It is unncccfi'ary, bccaufe bis majcfty is adrtfed by it to no other 
oMafures than thoTe which he has already determined to pnrfue; for 
he has declared tome, Sir, his intention of conferring (he iwwcom- 
mifliont upon the o£Bccts who receive half-pay, before any .other 
offerrs ffiall be protnoted. 

The motion appeart to me not to be very attentively confidered, 
or drawn up with great propriety of exprellion ; for it fuppofes all 
the half-pay officers lit for the fervice, which cannot be imagined by 
any man, who confideis that there has been peace for almoft thirty 
jcars'j a fpaee of time, in which many vigorous conftitutions mull 
bave declined, and many who were once well qualified for command, 
muft be dKabled by the infirmities of age. Nor is the promotion of 
one of tbefe gentlemen conlidered always by him as an iSt of favour ; 
many of them have in this long interval of peace engaged in methods 
of life very little confiftent with military employments, many o£ 
them have famrties which demand their caTe, and which they' 
would not forfeke for any advantages which a new commilBon 
ctMild aSbrd them, and therefore k would not be very conliftent with 
humanity to force them into new dangers and fatigues which they 
arc now unable to fupport. 

With regard to tbefe men, c<HnpalEon and kindnefs fcem to require ^ 
that they fhouldbe fuffered to fpend their few remaining days with- 
out interruption, and that the dangers and toils of their youth 
fbould be requited in their age with eafe and letimment. 

There are others who have Ie(s claim to the regard of the publick, 

- and who may he paQed by in the diftributioo of new prefenncnts 

without the imputation of n^le&ing merit. Tbefe are tbey who 

have voluBUriJy refigned their commtffiont for the £Uce of balf-p«y.. 
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4Bd bavo (ffcftritd iodolaice and retreat to the fervice of thee 

So that it appears, that of thole who fubfill upon half-pay, rome 
are unable to execute a commiffion, Tome do not deGre, and Ibme d» 
not deferve it ; and with regard to tbe remaining part, which can 
be no great number, I have already the intention of hit Majefty, 
and therefore cannot but conclude that the motion is needlefs. 

Mr. PuLTBMEV fpoke as follows : — Sir, I know nor by what fa- 
taUty it is, that all the motions made by one parly are reaTonable and 
neccOary, and all that are unhappily o&eied by the other, are difco- 
Tcred either to be needlefs, or of pernicious tendency. Whenever 
i quellion can be clouded and perplexed, the opponents of the mi- 
tuftry are always miftakcn, confuted, and, in confequence of tbe con- 
futations, defeated by the majority of votes. When truth is too no- 
torious to be denied, and too obvious to be contefled, tbe adminillra- 
tion ciaioi the honour of the firft difcovery, and will never own that 
tbejr were incited to tbeir duty by the remonftrances of their oppo- 
nenis, thoagh they never before thofe remonflrances had difcoverc4 
the leafi intention of performing it. 

But that, the motion ic allowed to be juft and proper, is fuffictent t 
the importance of it will, be eafily difcovered. For my part I fliall 
always con^dei that motion as important, which tends to contra^ 
the expcDces of the publick, to refcue merit from ncgle^, and to 
binder the increafe of the dependents on the miniftry. 

Sir RoBBRT Waipole anfweredi—Sir, 'there is no temper more 
oppoUte to that ioceflant attention to the wellare of the publick, 
which i» the perpetual boa{l of thofe who have fignalized themfelves 
by oppofing the meafures of the adminiftration, than a luft of con- 
tradi<5lion, and a dlfgodtion tp difturb this alTembly with fuperfluous 
debates. 

Whether this difpolition is not difoovered in the reply made to the 
drclarati»n of bis oiajefty's intentions, and theconfeffion of the pro- 
priety of the (notion, let the boufe determine. It muft furely be 
confcfied, that it is not necelUiry to advife what is already deter* 
aintd. 

Nor is it left evident, that many of the officers whofe intereft is 
■nw fo warmly folicited, muft be incapacitated by their age for fer- 
ricc» and unable, to receive any benefit fronS the offer of new com- 

mifSons. 
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miffions. - To deny this, is to queftion the flux of time, or to iim- 
giije that the conftitution of a foldier is exempt from tts injuries. 

Mr. Sandys explained bimfelf to this efF&ft : — Sir, I am far 
from intending by this motion to fill the army with decrepit officers, 
or to obltru'ifl in any manner the fervice of the publick ; nor have I 
any other intention, than to fecure to thofewbofe years permit, and 
whofe inclinations incite them to enter once more into the army, that 
preferment to which they have a claim, not only from their paft fer- 
vices, but from the ftatc of penury and obfcurity in which they have 
lansnifhcd. 

I defire to preferve thofe, whofe valour his heretofore made our na- 
tion the terror of the world, from the mortification of feeing them^ - 
felves infultcd by chidhood-, and commanded by ignorance ; by ig- 
norance exalted to authority by the countenance of Ibme thetorician 
of the fenatc, or fome muyor of a borough. 

Whoever has obferved the lat^ diflribution of military honours, wiH 
eafily difcovcr that they have been attained by qualificationa very dif- 
ferent from bravery, or knowledge of the art of war j he will find that , 
legiments and companies are the rewards of a feafonable vote, and 
that no man can preferve his pofl in the army, whether given 
him as the reward of acknowledged merit, or fold him for the fuH 
value, any longer than he employs all his influence in favoti^ of the 
miniflry. ' 

Sir Robert Waipole then faid:...Sir, it has been already ad- 
mitted, that the motion can only be objected to as fuperfluoua and 
therefore all farther debate is mere wafte of time without any pro- 
fpe([t of advantage ; nor is any thing now neceflary, but to review tbe 
motion, and corred fuch expteSioiis as may be thought inaccurate or 
improper. 

That all the half-pay officers are not able to enter info ihe fervKe^ 
has been already (hewn, and therefore I fbould imagine, that, inftead 
of d// tbe affictri, we might very juftly fubftitute effiteri prtperfy 
^Ualifitd. 

tJir John Barnard replied : — Sir, though I cannot difcovcr the 
neceffity of any alteration, fincc it cannot be conceived that the 
fenaie can advife impoflibilitics, yet iincc fo much accuracy is afle<aed, 
ii may be allowed that the word all fliall be left out, as fceming to 
imply more than can be intended. 

.^ I But 
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But the honourable gentleman is not, in my opinion, fo happy in 
his amendment, as in his objc<£tion j for the words propnly qualified 
Convey to me no difiinfl idea.' He that '\s qualififii 'a, I fuppofe, pta- 
ftrly qualifiti, for I never heard of impreptr jnalijicaiions ; but if the 
word preperlj be omitted, I have no objeflion to the amendment. 
This motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. Waller this day offered the faJlswing methn /« loruin^, Th^t an 
btmble addrtfs be prefinted te hu mayjiy, that he uiill le gracxaupj 
^aftd ts give direSitnt that there may be laid bifve tbri hmft copiii ef 
twe particular letters written by his majijly's fecretary afjfafe te ad- 
miral Haddock, tvhich had been addreffedfar beferey and of the letters 
received frna admiral Ogle mentianed therein ; tagetber with all let- 
ters written by admiral HaAAock It titherof his majejiy's ficretarits of 
Jlate, emctrntni thefaid letters, and the execution of the orders cantaiaed 
therein. 

Tills motion he fupported by arguments to the following cffcSi 1 •• 
Sir, no man who confiders the prefent fituation of our foreign affairs, 
the expence and inellicacy of our military preparations, the appear- 
ance of negligence in our naval expeditions, and the general difap- 
pointment of the hopes which (he nation had conceived of victories, 
vengeance, and reparations, can, In my opinion, doubt the expe- 
diency of the motion which I h%ve taken the liberty to malie. 

When theexpeSations of the nation are deceived, it certainly be- 
comes thofe who are deputed to watch over the profpcricy of the 
publick, to enquire whence the difappointment proceeds, and either 
to inform their coiiflituents that their uneafinef* arifes from their own 
error, and that their hopes are defiroyed becaufe they had no rational 
foundation j or tu detect the weak management of thofe by whom the 

publick 
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publick tMafures have been ilUcondufied* or the oattooal trezTiirtf 
bu been mifapplied. 

With regard. Sir, to the prefent war, I knov not bow the nation 
can be charged with having formed unrcafonabla expcftationi. If 
ihey confidered the rpccch from the throne, the moil authencick de> 
daration of the intentions of the government, they fbunlJ tbere the 
warmcft refentments of the injuries which they had fuftained, and 
thcftrongcftaflurancesofz vigorous profecution of all thofe mcarurec 
which might produce fpeedy recompcnce and inviolable-fecurity. 

}f they reSc^ Sir, on the preparation! for- war, on the multitude 
(tffiitps, the demand of materials for naval equipments, and the high 
prices at which workmen were retained, they could not but imagine 
(bat either fome mighty attempt was defigned, or fome formidable 
enemy dreaded, and as they know not whom they had to fear, they 
afcribed the vigour of our proceedings to a rcfolution of bumblipg 
our enemies by one hxzl blow, and re-cflab!ifliing our naval domi^ 
Dion by a lingle effort. 

And juflly» Sir, might t.hey indulge this pleafing imagination, 
with reafon might they anticipate a triumph over an enemy whofe 
flrength bears no proportion to the force that was fitted out againft 
them, and expei^ that in 3 few months they fhould Tea the amhaf- 
fadors of Spain fupplicatiiig for peace. 

To raife ibeir cxpeftaclons yet higher, their trade was furpended 
by an embargo, long continued, and in the ftridcft manner en- 
forced, and the impreflcs were let loofe upon the Tailors; they faw 
nothing omitted, however grievous to the nation, that ceuld con- 
tribute to make it formidable, and bore part of the miferies of war 
without impatience, in hopes of being rewarded by military glory, 
and repaid by the plunder of Spain. 

But, Sir, when fo long a time has elapfed, and no account is 
brought of either a vjflory, or a baitle, when they hear nothing 
but thai our fleets have vifited fcveral neutral ports, ajid ihofe of 
the enemy failed unmolefted from coaft to coafl, and when they are 
every day told of the lofles of our merchants, are infolte"! in our own 
channel by the Spanifll privateers, and receive no relations of our 
fuccefs upon the fliores of our enemies. Can it be wondered that they 
fufpedl the reality of ourdefigns, or enquire whence it proceeds that 
their money has been walled, iheir trade interrupted, and the lil>«7 
of tbeii fcilow-fubjciits invaded to no purpofe I 

But 
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But how much more juftly, Sir, «re they inflamed when they heat 
of the lucky Sratagems, or diring enterprlzes of thore cnemiei, 
which a juft fcnfe of their own fuperiority had induced them to con- 
fider as vanquiflied before the battle, and of whom they had no ap- 
prehentioDS but that their cowardice would always fecure them from 
vengeancef How jufily may they murmur when ihey read, ihatour 
fceti leave every part of the enemy's coaft where their prefcncc is ne- 
tcCify, and have afforded (he Spaniards an opportunity of changing - 
one port for another, as it is moft convenient, and 'at length of 
jnioing the French fquadrons, and failing to the defence of their 
American dominions ? 

May they not juflJy, Sir, requtreof their reprefentatives Tome rea- 
foQ for fuch inexplicable conduct ? May they not reafonably demand 
an account of the argumenti which procured their approbation of 
meafures, which, fo far as they can be examined by thofe who have 
no opportunity of peru&ng the neceflary paperi, appear either cow- 
ardly or treacherous ? 

And what aafwer. Sir, can we return to fuch reipooftrancei un- 
lefsthis motion be agreed to? How can we appeals the difconcents of 
our conflituents, or difcbarge the trull repofed in us, without a very 
minute and attentive enquiry into quellions thus obfcure and thus 
important i 

Arc we to tell our conftituents, that we abfolutely rely upon the 
prudence and fidelity of the miniftry and admirals, and recommend (o 
then the fame implicit dependence? Are we to confefs that we hive 
now for two, &ffions voted in the daric, and approved what we were 
not fuflcrcd to examine and underffand ? 

Such anfwers. Sir, toqueftionsforeafonable* will not contribute to 
encreafc the veneration of the people either for ourfelves, or our con- 
fiiiution i and yet this anfwer, and this only, they can receive from 
ui, if [he papers mentioned in the motion I ha,ve made are denied. 

Mr. CluTTEKBUCK replied in thefollowingmanner:— Sir, this 
motion, though fo warmly urged, and fo artfully fupportedi lean 
conftder only as a repetition of a former motion which was approved 
by the allembly, fi> far as it could properly be complied with, not 
was any paper then concealed which it would not have been an injury 
to the nation to bsve divulged. 

If the delign of this motion be to promote the fuccefi of the prelent 
ivar, and the ixaX with which it has been prcfled, be incited only by 
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the ardour of true pMriotirm, I doubt not but it will eafily be with- 
drawn by thole who arc now moft inclined to fupport it^ when they 
fliall refled that it tends to the difcorery of our fchcmes, and to the 
overthrow of our defigns, chat it will expofe all our confultalions to 
our enemies, and infl:ru£l them how to annoy us wiih moft fuccels, 
and how to flielter thcmfelves from our intended attacks. 

It is the (irftcare. Sir, of every adminifliation, that their military de- 
figns Ihould onlybedifcorercdby the execution of them* and that their . 
enemies, by being obliged to guard all parts, fliould be weak m all. 
If by laying our papers before this houfe, the Spaniards Oiould Come 
to be informed .againft what part of their dominions our expeditions 
are defigned, will they not increafe their flrength, improve their for- 
iilications, and double their vigilance? And if we are thus obliged 
to form new fchcmes, muft we not impute the defeat of the former to 
our own imprudent zeal, or unfeafonable curiofity f 

Mr. Sandys fpolce to this cfTird :— Sir, that we {hould demand 
the fchemes laid for the future condu £i of the war with Spain was 
never propofed, nor, as it may rearonably be concluded, ever ima- 
gined i for what is mentioned in the motion but the papers relacing 
to the tranfaflloni of the two laft years. 

That it fliould be neccfiary to remind gentlemen of thedifference 
between the ^(w/ and thc^a/?, would hardly be fufpeded. by any 
man not accuRomed to fenatDiial controverfies and artifices of l>ate } 
and yet in the argument which has been offered againlt the motion, 
nothing has been aflerted but that the orders re]a[rng to palt tran- 
fadions are not to be laid before' us, led the enemy Oiould thereby 
gain intelligence of what we now defign againfl them. 

The necellicy of fecrecyin war needs hot be urged, becaufe it will 
not be denied; but when dcligns have been laid, and mtfcarijed, the 
. reafons of that mifcarriage may furely be enquired, wiEhout danger of 
betraying the counfels of our country. 

If the negligence of our counfels, and themTconduflof our com- 
manders, has been fuch, that nodeflgns have been ptemeditaied; if « 
war has been carried onby chance, and nothing has fucccedcd be- 
caufe nothing has been attempted } if our commanders have not done 
ill, and have only done nothing ^ if they have avoided lufs by avoiding 
danger; we may furely enquire to whom fuch proceedings are to be 
imputed, whether the defeat of our deftgns is to be charged upon the 
ilrcngih of oui enemy, or the cowardice of our officers; or whether 

th« 
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tbe inadivitf and apparent nemnlJQr of our forcn i> occafion«L' 
hjr the negligence of our admirals, or the Irresolution of our own' 
miniSry. 

There have been. Sir, many incidents in thek two lafl years, of 
ifhich the examination can be of very little advantage to (he Spa- 
niardc. I do no.t know what pernicious int^ligencc (hey can glean 
Uom an enquiry into the reafons for which [{addobk's fleet was di- 
vided, and Ogle feat to the defence of Minorca, ^r for which be 
afteiwards returned. 

Nor can I conceive that any advantage, except that of merriment 
and direrHon, can be thrown into the hands of our enemies, 
though we Oiould ferioufly enquire into what no man has yet pre" 
tended to underftand, the wonderfu I cfcape of the Spanifb fquadron. 
A tranfadion on which we had dwelt long enough with thtt admira- 
lioa which ignorance produces, and on which it may not be impropee 
at length to enable us to reafbn. 

lliii is an affair, perhaps, much better underftood by our enemies 
than by ourfelves, and furely we cannot therefore be afraid of in- 
iwmjng them of it; at leaft fince the fleet has long fince faildd out, 
and left their coafl, wc can hardly be reftraincd in our enquiriei by tha 
ftar of dilcovering oaxfuturt deigns. 

If, therefore, it be the inconte^ble right of the fenate to examine 
tbecondutt of publick af^irs, which t fuppofc will (carcsly be denied, 
this motion cannot be reeded as unfeafonable, nor can the paper* 
be refufed without increafing thofc fufptcions which are abeady too 
prevalent throughout the nation. 

Nor, indeed, for our own fakes, ought we to delay this enquiry 
any longer, lefi by having long a£ted without being accounfable, the 
■inifler Qiould form a prcfcription againft our privilege, and, in. 
time, tell us in plain terms that we are his flaves, and that we are not 
to prcfumc to carry our examinations, however folenn and important 
they may continue to appear, further than hefhallbepleafed toper- 
nitt and that whatever may be the opinion of the people tha't de- 
pwei as, or whatever ontient claims we may plead to authority, we 
are now to conGdcr ourfelves only as the oppreflbrs of the nation, and 
ttwpaflrgyriflaof the court. , 

Mr. Walpol£ next rofe and fpoke to thl| purpofe ; — Sir, it can- 
not be denied to be reafonable that all thofe papers Ihould be laid be- 
fore the fenate, which can be comtnuaicaied without injury to ths 
. Vol. I, K pubikk.. 
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publicle. Of ibi) number wc majr juftly imagiite the order) fent to 
tbe admirals, in which thctime ortbeir departure is fixed, and manjr 
others which may be of ufe to inform the houfe, but caiinot enable 
the enemy to judge either of our force or our defigtia. 

But it is evident, that there muft be others included in this 
motion, which our regard for the fuccefs of the war, and the profV 
petityof our country, ought to determine u* to conceal, andfucb 
as are never cxpofcd by any ado inill ration ; it ie therefore piopec ' 
to limit the addi-cfs to papers of a ceriaia kind, or a certain date, 
which may be confidered by the houfe without benefit to our ene- 
mies, attd for the examination of which a day or two will be more 
than fufiicient. 

Mr. PuLTBHET fpoke in fubftancc as follows :—.Sir, I know not 
what number of papers the wifdom of the adminiftration will allow us, 
but, if we judge by tbe time propofed to he fpent in examination,' 
we (hall not be diftraQed with a great divcrfity of fubjefls ; intelli- 
gence will be very penurioufly dealt out, and if we fubmit to their 
choice of the writing! which fliall be laid before us, our enquiry 
will probably end without any difcoverics made either by our ene- 
mies or ouifelves. 

But I hope. Sir, we fliall not be To cheaply faticfied, nor expofed 
by the fear of one enemy to the infolencc of another. 1 hope we 
fliall rcfolutely oontipue our demands of information, while a fingla 
line it concQ^od, from which any light can be expeded. 

There may indeed be circumftances in which our demands, howo 
ever loud, will necefTarily be vain. It it not impoffible that we may 
' fufpe^tbofe tranfaAlonf ofdee^ art, and ftcret contrivance, which 
have been the conlequBncet of mere indolence, and want of conCde- . 
ration. Our great minifters b^ve been perhaps only doing nothing, 
while «e have imagined that they were working out of fight. 

Milled, Sir, by this notion, wc may call for the orders that have 
been difpatched in ihcfe two lall yean, when perhaps our fecrMaries 
of date have been fattening on their falaries without employment, and 
have flept without care, and without curtofity, while we have beea 
congratulating ourfelv^s upon th^r vigilance for our prefervation. 

Or if orders have 'been given, it is to be confidered, that tite end 
of infpc^ing srders is to compgR them with the condud of the ad- 
ciitab ta wlmcb they were directed : from this comparifbn I doubt not- 
Wm otany geatleoKii f "p;^ uncDinnan dUcoveiies i but to check all 
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atueafamhle hopea before they have taken polTcllion of their hearts, 
for unrcafonable hopes are the parent of dilappointment, I think it 
proper to remind them, that to draw any conclufiona from the orders, 
i[ ii neceflary to underfland them. 

Thit confideration alone is fufficient to redrefi the ardour of en> 
quiry, for every man that has had opportunities of knowing the won- 
derful accomplifbtnents of our miniftry, the depth of their defigns, 
the fubtilty of their ftratagems, and the clofenefs of their reafoning, ' 
will eafily conceive it probable that they might fend fuch orders as nona 
bat themfelvea could underftand ; and what then will be the confe- 
(juence of our idlecurioiity, but that we be led into a labyrinth of 
,tndk[i conjedurcs? For we have long ago found that no explana- 
lioni are to be expeSed, and that our miniftry are too wife to dif- 
cover their fecrets to their enemies. 

Let ui, therefore, examine the naked bEts which have fallen ' 
within our obfervation, and endeavour to inform ourfelres of the 
nKining of thefe fccret orders by the execution of them. 

Admiral Ogle was difpatched from Haddock's fleet to protcA 
Minorca, and, in his abfcnce, the SpaniOi fquadron failed away. Per- 
haps he was ordered to watch Ferrol and Minorca at the fame time, 
^ not underllanding how that was to be done, negle£ted one pare 
of his charge by an atteniion to the other; as a watchman who 
IHould be employed to guard at once the bank in London, and the 
Uufury in Wcftminftcr. 

Admiral Norrii, Sir, failed lately forth, I fuppofe. In purfuance ■ 
€f ordeft, with a very formidable fleet, and after having loft light for 
fcune days of the Britifh coaft, failed back again with great precipi- 
Ution. Whether his orders were only to fail forth, or whether 
when he examined them farther be could not underftand them, I pre- ' 
tend not to determine; but it may reafonahly be imagined that his . 
ordns were of the fame kind with thofe of our other admirals, becaufe 
they produced the fame confequences. 

1 have been told, that formerly our commanders were ordered to 
bn, Jini, and de/irey ; and that in thofe times it was not uncommon 
for a Britifh admiral to do much mifchief with aftrong fleet; but it 
R evident that the ftile is fince changed, for our admirals are now very 
inoftenfive, and gu out only to comeback. I therefore think the 
oiMioii highly necefTary, and fuch as ought to be complied with, 

AJmiral Norris here rofe up and fpoke thus : — Sir, I am not 

coafcious that my coaduifl in any part- of my life has expofcd me 

K A to 
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to be juRly treated with contempt and ridicule, and what I have not 
deferved I ijcill not bear. 

If any gentleman in this houfc can accufi; me of having negleAed 
my duty, or dfferted it. Jet him not- fpare ioTults or inve^ives, let 
him now expofe iny cowardice or my carclcfincfs, let bim prove me 
unwortbv oi truft or o/ command. 

But m/ own cnnfcience acc^uiti me, and I defy any man to pro- 
duce and fupporl his accufation; hot can you. Sir,* who have thus 
coniempcuoufly treated me, allege any thing againft me that may 
juftify your ncgUft of decency : that you have ttanrgrefled the rules 
of decency ii the fofieA cenfure that your behaviour admits, and I 
thiiilc it may wiih equal propriety be afTeiied, that you have broltea 
the laws of juftice. 

Mr. PuLTtNiiY replied in this manner:--Sir, I fliall fubmit to 
you, and all'who hear me, whether I have treated the bonour.-tble 
gentleman's name with any contemptMOus treedom of fpeechi The 
ufual method of memioning an cxperliiion is that of naming the ' 
commander, who is not thereby neceiTirily included in the ccnfurc of 
an unfuccefsful attempt, and i am very far from calling his courago 
tnd capacity into queflion. 

Not that 1 (hall ever think it necefTary to make an apology fbrex- 
preSing my fentimcnts with freedom as a member of this houfe, in 
which I 4iall always fpeak what I think, and in what manner it 
fliaU appear to me moll proper, nor fliall I fear to repeat without 
doors what I /ay hete. 

Sir RoBtRT WALPotE next rofe up and fpoke to this purpofc;— 
Sir, as I am not acquainted with any meafures purfued by the admini- 
ftration, which it is their particular intereft to conceal, I am defirous 
that all papers Oiould be laid before the houfe which will not afford 
Our enemies any opportunity of obviating our defigns. 

WhM necefljty there is for this addrefs I Cannot indeed discover, 
becaufe I know not any foundation for fufpicion of either ncgligenco 
or treachery, which have been both infinuated in this debate. 

Nor are the miniflry, however ludicroudy their abilities have been 
treated, afraid of difcovering their ignorance, by laying before the 
boufe the orders which they have given to our admirals; orders of 
which they are far from doubting that ihey will appear upon a candid 
examination lattojul an>I proper, 

* A4drtC'>g himftlf to Mr- tultntj^ 

The 
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TTie chief objeflion to this motion arifes from its unreafonablt:- 
neS, and the neccflhy which it will produce of afligning to a fruiilefs 
enquiry ihofehoDrs that may be more iikfMy employed. 

Mr. Pitt replied irt terms to the efFea folIowinEr: — Sir, it 
is my opinion, that our time cannot be more ufefully employed 
dating a war, than in examining how it has been conducted, and 
fettling the degree of confidence that may be repofed in thole (o 
whofe care are entruHed our reputations, our fortunes, and our 
lifcs. 

There is not any enquiry, Sir, of more importance than this, it ii 
eot I queftion about an uncertain privilege, or a law, which if found 
inconvenient may herealter be repealed ; we are now to examine whe- 
Ihw it is probable that we (hall preferve our commerce and our 
itnlependeiice, or whether we are Snking into, rubJe£lion to a foreign 
power. . 

But this enquiry. Sir, will produce no great information, ifthofe 
whofe condJ^ is examined are allowed to felei^ the evidence. For 
what accounts will they exhibit but fuch as have often already b:ei 
laid before us,-and fuCh as they now offer without concern: ac- 
counts obfcure and fallacious, imperfcfl and confufed; from which 
nothing can be learned ; and which can never entitle the minilter to 
pfaife, though they may fcreen him from puniftimenf. 

Mr, Pelham fpoke as follows :— Sir, I am confiJent that no mati 
engaged in the adminiftration, defires to be /(retittd from the moft 
rigorous enquiry, or would dtfer to exhibit the papers a moment for 
any other reafon than his regard for the publick. 

1 am confident, that nothing could fo much contribute to advance 
the particular and diftin£l intered of the miniflry as the publication of 
all the writings that relate to the prefent war, by which it would in- 
conteflably appear, thnt nothing has been omitted that could promote 
our fuccefs, that our commanders have been fent out with orders to 
aft with the utmoft vigour, and that our preparations have been not 
dif^proporc toned to the importance of our defign. 

It will appear that no former miniftry have given greater proofs of 
their zeal for the publick intereA, or have more fteadily purfued the 
moft proper meafurcs by which it might be advanced. 

I am not indeed certain that thofc who now call fo loudly for in- 
formation would be prevailed on bv any degree of evidence to fuf- 
pend their ccnfutcs. Tfatm, who arc now dilTatiificd, 1 fhall de- 
Kj fpair 
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fpair of influencing by reafon or teftimony ; for they fcem to enquire 
only to condemn ; nor is this moUon, perhaps, made [o much for 
thefalce of obiainingiiifotmationt as of harrzlSng the miniftry with 
delays, and rufpending affairs of greater importance. 

This motion was agreed to, and upon another motion made by 

Mr. Sandys, it was refulved, 
*' That an humble addrefi be prerented to his majcfly, that be 
will be gracioufly pleated to give dire£tions, that there may be 
laid before this houfe a copy of the reafoni fent by admiral 
Cavcndifh, in purfuance of an order from the commilBoners of 
the admiralty, which had retarded the failing of admiral 
Ogle's fijuadron> fo much beyond cxpc^ation<" 
Likewife, 
*< That an humble addrefs be prcfented to his majefly, that he will 
be gracioufly pleafed to give diredtons, that there may be laid 
before this houfe a copy of the rcaibns tranfmitted by ad- 
miral Ogle, that did prevent him from failing, purfuant to 
his repeated orders for that purpofe, and particularly to thofe 
fent him by the commilBoneis of the admiralty." 



HOUSE OF COMMONS.' 

February 3, 1740-1. 

Mr. Sandys thti day pnfenicd a motkn in writings far pttitianing 

hit tnajijhf to inform them when the regency received intelligence tbat 

the French tmd Spanifi> fquadrons failed, viheeh vjai ftctnded at fit' 

hwi by Mr. Waller :— 

Sir, the information now moved for, appears to me fo necelTary \a 

our deliberations on the conduft of the war, that without it we can 

only conjeflurc in the daric, and entangle ourfelves in an inextricable 

'labyrinth. 

It is well known, that in war all motions are in a great degree 
to be regulated by thofe of the enemy, and that therefore no vigi- 
lance is to be rpared by which any knowledge can be gained of their 
dcfigns, nor any methods omitted of communicating them to thofe 
who have thedircdion of the war. 

A minillry may, in conducting military operations, difappoint 
the expe^tions of their country, either by n'eglcding to procure in- 

telligeoce. 
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ielligence, or by failii^ to make ufe of Aofe opportunities which 
faronablc information putt into their power, and ihey may, when 
Aeir dcfigtis fail of fuccefs, juflify themfelves, by proving that they 
wtrc deceived by intelligence which it was reafonablc to believe, 
or ibat better intelligence wa* not atuinable, or that they made ufe, 
however anfuccefsfuUy, of all the forces that could then be em- 
floyed, and of all the advaoti^s that were then in their pofTeiHon. 

But how fhall we judge of our adminiflracion, how (hall we 
know what confidence we ought to repofe in their prudence and 
fidelity, and what mifcarriages are to be attributed to tlie chance of 
war or fuperior force of our enemies, if we cannot be informed 
with what diligence they endeavour at information^ and how eailjf 
they have notice of the motions of the enemy? 

The failing, or rather elcape of the Ferrol fquadron, and depar- 
ture of the French fleer, are the moft important evcnti of the prcfent 
wkrt events that threaten very dangerous confequenccs, no iefs than 
ddcents upon our American colonies, the conquefl of our dominion*, 
Ibc flavery of our fellow fubjefb, and perhaps the deftruSion of the 
bnve Vernon, who- is fecurc in the imagined vigilance of the other 
commanders, and may perhaps in a lew days fee himfelf furrounded 
by formidable fquadrons of ditTcrent nation*, and expofed to the at- 
tack of forces to which his little fleet bears no proportion. 

Nothing appears more evident, than that we had oppottttnitiet of 
obferving at leaft all the preparations of the French, and of watch- 
ing the moment of their departure, and that our force on the coaft of 
Spain was fufficient (o have confined their fleets for ever in their 
-hirbours, or to have dcftroyed them at their (irfl entrance into the 
open feas, of which we may jullly enquire, why it was not attempted, 
but (hall enquire to no purpofc till we know when they departed, 
tliat we may confidcr the (late of our own forces, and whether our 
enemies efcaped by our negligence, cowardice, or weaknefs. 

Mr, WiNHixcToN then fpoke to the following purpofe ;— Sir, 
that we cannot deliberate upon fubjeds which we do not underftand, 
Md that, therefore, no neccfTary or ufeful information ought to be 
denied to the houfc, I (hall readily admit i but muft obfervc, at tb« 
f^nie time, that the reputation of the houfe would be very little coo- 
Wted, in demanding information which cannot be given. 

To addfcfs his majedy to inform us of the time at which tbe fqua- 

JL 4. * Aeu 
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dnons of our enemiea railed, ii to enquire tif him what it ought to 
bd thehigheft care of tbofe prin'ces to conceal from him, and whicb 
ha can only know, by having fpita in their privj councils. 

And of what importance is it to enquire what intelligence was 
brought him, or when he received it, if it appears that his intclli- 
gt^ncc muft be in its own nature uncertain and dubitable f 

That they have left their pons is now certain, becaufe they have 
been twice dtfcovercd indifferent pans of the world; but, « wecaa ' 
now only form conjeSurei on their defigm and courfes, fo, before 
they failed, it was impoffible to know when they were full^ 
Quipped, or what time wasiixed for their depanure. It is to be re- 
ttjembered, that they form their meafures, and make th^ir prepa- 
rations in their Own dominions, and therefore, have more advantages 
of concealing their fchcmes, than we of difcovering them, 
- Mr, Advocate Campbell then fpoke thus: — Sir, this motion* 
Which has been' reprefented as unreafanable and abfurd* is, in my 
opinion, not only proper, but important. 

It is imponant, bccaule it will enable us to judge, upon fufficJent 
foundations, of the condu£t of the miniftry, who ateceofured by 
the roice of the nation, for having been either defedive in vigilaoce* 
Of inadivity, for having been either ignorant by their own fault of 
the defigns of the enemy, or pcitidioufly paffive in permitting the 
execution of them. 

- I am far from believing that fuch intelligence, ai our miniRry is 
cxpefied to procure, requires any uncommon fubtilty, or any other 
'agents than are always employed by every minifter, to tranfmit to 
'them informations from foreign courts. Such, I am afraid, are 
always hovering about our confultattons, and I know not why our 
minifiersfhoutd be lefs diligent or Icrs fuccefsful than tbofe of other 
princes. 

If, tl)erefore, fuch intelligence might have been obtained, it was 
criminal not to obtain it ; ami if the departure of the Spanilb ftjua- 
dronwas forefeen, it ought to be enquired, why it was not prevent- 
ed i and if it was only known when it was too late to hinder it from 

■ failing, why it was not purfued, or why fuccoura were not immcdi- 

' ately difpatched 10 admiral Vernon. 

All thefequcflionscan only be refolved, in confequence of thein- 

"formation which hif m:ij^fly fliall give us; and for wbich, itis therc- 

* &)re> in my opinion, nccclTar^ (o petition. 

,-- Mr. HzKKT 

L,:,,l,;.d:,L-.OOgR.' ■ 



Mr. HiKRY PetHAM fpolce next to tbijpurpofei-Sir, hftw the 
ri^ncy could be inforitiei} of the ihtentidn of the Spd^iards to leave 
their ports till it appeared by their dtfpartilre, or b^y *(iat rfieans it 
ciD be expeSed that his majefty Ihould be aovi awjuaintcd with their 
particular courfej or firther deSgns, I donfcft myfdf iiaable to tdn- 
ttive. 

With regard. Sir, to the intelligincc ttanfmitted froih foreign 
courts by agents and fpies, a little confideration will cardy difcoict 
dutt it is not to be trufled. For what c'aii be generally cxpedcd from 
tliein, but that theyfhould catch flying reports, or by chaiice inter- 
^pt uncertain whifpcrs, that they ihould enquire tim6roufly, and 
therefore, for the greateft part, of thofe from whom no fatisfador^ 
Kcounts can be rteeived, and ihat they fbould often endeavour to 
delerve their lalaries by fiich information as is rather pleafing tbaa 
tine- 

All the knowledge that cao be obtained of an enemy's defigni, 
naftarife from adiiigent comparifon of one citCumlt:ince with an- 
other, and from a general view of his force, his imereft, and his 
opportunities. And that fuch conjeSures will be often erroneous, 
needs not be t6ld. 

Probability, therefore, is, in fuch enquiries, 'all that can be at- 
tained, &nd he that fits idle in the time of war, expefiin^ certain tO' 
telligence, will fee bis enemies enjoying the advantages of his folly, 
and laying hold on a thoulaiul opportunities which he has negle^led 



The war in which we are now engaged, has been carried on by 
the adminiffration with the utmoft diligence and vigour; nor have 
any meafures been omitted that could probably produce fuccc^s, and 
the fuccefs of the wifell meafures is only probable. 

Should the great admiral, who is now prefent in the houie, have 
met the French and Spaniards in the open feas, by what art could 
he arrive at a. certain knowledge of their defigns? He might b/his 
acquaintance with the lituation and flate of neighbouring countries, ' 
the obfervation of their courft, the periods of particular winds, and 
other hint* of obfervation, form probable conjeAures, but could 
sever reach to tertainty or confidence. 

It feeim to me, therefore, highly improper, to petition his ma- 
jefty for intelligence which he cannot be imagined to have received, 
ind I caooot agree to any motion for that purpole. 

Mr. Sand/i 
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Mr. Sandys then made tnothcr motion, to iiMrcft his majefl*, 
that there may be laid before the hot^ copies of all Ictceri re- 
ceived from, or written to, admiral Vecnoa Gnce his going to 
the Weft Indjes. Which being feconded, 

Mr. PBLHAM Tpolce to this eSe^ : — Sir, this motion,' if the in- 
tention of it be limited by proper refiriiSions, is doubtlefs reafonable 
»ad juft i for the right of (his houfe to examine into the conduA of 
publick afiairs, and conlequently for calling for the papcii ncccfTary 
to enlighten their enquiriest is not to be difputed. 

But, as the end of all fucb enquiries is the promotion of the pab- 
Kcfe welfare, fo thejr are not to be made in a manner by which that 
end may he defeated. Papers are not to be demanded, which cannot 
ke produced without difcovering our own fecrets, and acquainting 
our enemies cither with that wcaknefs which we ought carefully lo 
conceal, or that force which will be mofl cSe&uaWy employed if ic 
IB not known, and therefore no preparations. are made to oppoie it. 

It cannot be imagined, but that many of the papers which bave 
jpafied between the admiralty, and the commander in America, con- 
tun plans for the profecniton of the war, obfervations on the con- 
tlrtions of our own colonic^ and, perhaps, intelligence of the eftate 
ctf the Spamfli fortrefles and towns. Many informations of the ut- 
moll conlequence to our enemies may be coHcded frorh thole papers, 
Vut nothing can he expe£led from them, that will enable us to pro- 
£cute afenatorial enquiry with more fuccefs, that will put it in ouir 
power (o difcover frauds, negligence, or treachery. 

There are. Sir, other papers which may indeed be laid before ui, 
without any benefit to our enemies, and perhaps with fomc advantage 
to outfelvcs ; the papers which contain the accompts of our prepa- 
lations and Hores, the lifts of bur forces, and the calculation of our 
expences, are the proper fubjefts of fenatorial enquiries ^ and if the 
jnoticHt be reltrained to thofe, I believe it will not be oppofed by 
any gentleman engaged in the adminiftration of our alTairs. I Oiall 
beg leave to propofe thcfe words may be added, <* So far as the fame 
sclates to a fupply of fhips, maiines, or land forces." 

The motion, thus amended, was agreed to. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Fthruary 13, 174O-I. 

MBATB ON ADDRSSSING HIS MAJEtTT FOIL KBMOTtNC 
SIR KOB£KT WALPOLE. 

Tbt Bfpcfititn which fir a ieng time had bun meit in thi 
CemmrnSf ta ibt m*aftiret ef tbt admmjlratitn^ was, oh 
ibis day ptfiitd to a crifis, and produced a motion in betb 
henfii. In thi boufi ef Lorjt it tteojiantd tbt following df 
bait: 

Loss Castikzt began in this manner : —My Lords, as the 
motion which I am about to make is of the higheft importance, and 
of the moll extenfive confequencei ; as it cannot but meet with.aJl 
the oppofition which the prejudices of Tome, and the intereft of 
others, can raift againft it ; as it muft have the whole force of mi- 
oiftertal influence to encounter without any affiihnce but from juftice 
and reafon j I hope to be excufed by your Lordfliips for fpendin^ 
feme time in endeavouring to fliew, that it wants no other fupporl, 
that it u not founded upon doubtful fufpicions, but upon uncon* 
teftable hdt& ; that it is not dilated by private intereft, but by the ' 
fincereft regard to publicic bappinefs ; not abetted by the perfonal 
malevolence of particular men, but enforced by the voice of the 
people J a. voice which ought always to be attended to, and gene> 
rally to be obeyed. 

To endeavour, my Lords, to remove from places of pubUck tnift 
all thofe who appear to want either the virtues or abilities neceJTary 
for executing their offices, is the intereft of every member of a com- 
munity. And it is 'not only the intereft but the duty of all thofe who 
are either by the choice of the people, or by the right of birth, in- 
velted with the power of inrpeiSing publick affain, and intruded 
with the general happinefs of their country. That therefore every 
motive combines to make it the duty, and every argument concurs 
to prove it the privilege of your Lordfliips, is too evident to be 
doubted. 

How often this privilege has been exerted by this boure, and bow 

o/tea 
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«ften it has relcued our country from oppiellton, inrolence, andra> 
pine ; how dftcQ oiir conditutioa ha* been re-animated, and impend- 
ing ruin been averted by it, a fuperficial acquaintance with hiflory 
may inform as. And we are now called up6n by the univerfal cry 
of the nation, and urged by the perplexed and uncertain date of our 
foreign a&as, and dedenfion of our wealth and attacks upon our 
liberties at home, to recoiled thefe precedents of magnanimity.and 
jufiice, and to make another effort for the relief of our country. 

This hoiife, my Lords, has proceeded agaipil mjniftcrs, whofe 
conduct they difapproved} by methods of greater or lefs fcverity, 
according to the necelEty of atTalrs, or the fuppoftd malignity of 
the crimes alleged againft them ; and thercfoie have fometimn 
thought it necefiary to deter pofterity from imitating them by rigo- 
■dus cenfurcs, aud exemplary punifbments, end fomerimes have 
thought it fufficient to fet the nation free from its diftrclTes, without 
inflicting any penalties on thofe by whole mifcondu^ they inujined 
them produced. 

What were the more violent and vtndi£tive methods of proceedinj 
it is not neceirary,. with regard to this motion, tocxamhie; 6nccl 
fbalt only propofe, that we fbould, in imitation of oar predecelTari, 
in cafes of this nature, humbly addrcfs his majefty to remote the 
miniAer from his prcfcnce and counfels. 

Nothing, my Lords, can be more moderate or tender than liA 
kn addrcfs, by4irhtch no punilhmcht is infiified, aot any forfeiture 
C]ta£led. 7'he minliter, if he be innocent, if his nifconduft b« 
only the confequence of his ignorance or incapacity, may lay domi 
in peace an office for which nature has not defigned hirfi, enjoy the 
faft profits of long employihentintrailquillity, and efcapc flie rcftht- 
ment of an unhappy people j who, when irritated to theliighefl de- 
gree, by a continuation of the fame mircarnagesy may, perhap«i iii 
the heat of a more malevolent profecuUon, not fufficlendydifiin- 
guifli between inability and gailt. 

Thofe, therefore, among your LoHfltipi, that think him honeft 
bnttniftaken, muft willingly agree to d motion like this, asihebtw 
cxpedientto appeafe the people without the ruinof the minifter. F« 
(iirely no man who has read the hitioiy, or is acquainted with tbe 
temper of this nation, can expect that the people will always bear to 
fee honours, favours, and prefermehts, diOiibiiied t>y thedireiSion 
of one aDiverfallyfttf|ie£led of corruption, and arbitrary mejfur^'i 
, - I or 
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Of i^ill loQk ooly with filcnt envy npop the affluence of thofe wbom 
they believe to be made great by fraiKl 4n4 plunder, fwcHed to ia- 
foletwc by th.e prosperity of guilt, ^nd ftdv»aced to wealth and lux- 
ury ^y publick mifcricji. 

Such Qf your l^ordfliips who join with the people in aicribing our pie- 
fiyituntvtppy tale nox to the errors, but to the crinuiofthemmiflec, 
Uji who therefore think a bare removal not fufl&cient to fatisry the 
dcmanda of jultice, muft doubtlefs g!ve their confent to the motion* 
fiy the fake of obtaining proper evidence of his wickedncfs, whtdi 
cannqt be expe^ed whil,e he fiands exalted In piofperity, and dif- 
(ributes the riches of the nation, and the gifts of his fovcreign at hit 
ovn choice ; while he is in poflcffion of every motive that can in- 
fluence the mind, enforce fccrccy, and confirm fidelity ; while he 
on bribe the avaridpus, and intimidate the fearful ; while he c»i . 
increafe the gratification of luxury, and enlarge the profpeds of 
ambition. For, my Lords, if it be confidered from whom this evi- 
dence mull be drawn, it will foon appear that no very important dif- 
covctiei can be made, but by thofe whom he has intruded with hii 
lecrets, men whofe difrcgard of virtue recommended thetn to bis 
hvouT, and who, as they are moved only by imereft, will continue 
faithful while they can hope for recompence j but may, perhaps, be 
willing to buy their own fecurity by facrificing their mafter, whea 
ibey fliall fee nu farther prorpefl of advantage from ferving him, or 
any other method of efcaping punifhmcnt. 

But, my Lords, all muft allow this rnotion to be reafonable, 
whatever tfaey think of the mjnifter's conduct, who arc of opinion 
that a free people have a right of complaining when they fee! op- 
preffion, and of addrcffing the crown to remove a minifiec that has 
incurred their univcrfaldetefiation. 

That fuch is the condition of the prefent minifler, I believe, will 
fcarcely be denied, or may be dlfcovered by thofe who find thcm- 
fdvcs inclined to doubt it, by alking any man whom they fhal) ac- 
cidentally meet, whataie hisfemimentson thefituation of national 
affairs, and of the hands by which they are adminiflered. What 
anfwer he will receive is well known to moft of your Lordlhips. 
Let him not be fatisfied with a lingle fuffrage, let him repeat the 
qQ«ftion to ten thoufanU perfons, different in their ages, their con- 
dition*, anJ religious opinions, in every thing that produces con- 
tiiriciy of difpufuiuDS and afic^ioos> he wUl jet find Uiem unani- 
mous e 
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mous in complaining of publick mifconduA} and in cenfuring one 
gentleman as the author of iu 

' Let us not itnaginc) my Lords, that the fe accufations and mnr- 
murs ate confined to the loweft clars of the people, to meii wbofe - 
cwift;uit attention to niore immediate diftrclTes, hinder them From 
tnaltiog excurfions beyond their own employments. For though 
pethaps-it might be made evident from the accounts of pall times, 
that no general diflatisfa^ion, even among men of this ranic, was crcr 
gioundlds i though it might be urged that thofe who fee little can 
only damoui , becaufe they feel thcmfelves opprclled ; and though it 
might not unfeafonably be hinted that they arc at leaft formidable for 
their numbers, and have fomecimes executed that juAicc which tbejr 
bad norintereCt to procure, and trampled upon that infolencc that 
has dared to defy them ; yet I fball not infiK upon fuch motives, 
becaufe it Is notorious that difcontent is epidemical in all ranks, and 
that condition and obfertration are far from appealing it, 

^yhether the difcontent thus general is groundlefs, whether it is • 
raifed only by the falfe infinuations of the dtlappotnted, and the 
wicked arts of the envious, whether it is, in exception to 'all the 
maxims of government, the lirft dillike of an adminiftration that 
ever ovcrfpread a nation without juft leafons, deferves to be en- 
quired into. 

In this, enquiry, my Lords, it will be neceflary to confider not 
Only the Hate of domeftick affairs, increafe or diminution of our , 
debts, the fccuiity or violation of our liberties, the freedom or de- 
pendence of our fenates, and the profperity or dcdenfion of our 
trade, but to examine the ftate of this nation, with regard to foreign 
powers; to enquire, whether we are equally feared and equally 
trufted now as in former administrations i whether our alliances 
have contributed to fecure us from our inveterate and habitual ene- 
mies, or to expofe us to them ; whether the balance of Europe be 
flill inour hands ; and whether, during this long interval of peace, 
our power has incrcafed in the fame proportion with that of our neigh- 
boun. 

France, my Lords, is the conflant and hereditary enemy of Bri- 
tons, fo much divided from her in religion, government, and in- 
tereft, that they cannot both be profperous together ; as the in- 
fi.uence of one rifes, that of the other mull by confcquence decline. 
Alliances may form a temporal Ibow of fiicndlbip, but it cumot con- 
tinue i 
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tiooe ; for their rituadon produces a nitaral rivalfhip, which eveiyi 
accidenul circmnAance has contributed to increafi:. Long wan (oe- 
nunyreigns after the conqyeft ellablifhed a radical and infuper^le 
hitrcd between us nor did thofe wars cealetill the refomation pro-' 
itcd new occafions of jealoufy and arerfion* France was by thefe 
mfons obliged for many ages to employ all her influence and polKy 
in Itrengthening herfelf againft us, by treaties and alliances i axtd in' 
our times has given us a new reafon for jealonfy by extending her 
craimercc, and improving her matiu^ftures. 

It has been, therefore, my Lords, the fettled principle of everf - 
vife adminiflrationi of every Briton whofe opinions were not reg«- 
hted by fome other motived than thofe of reafon, to attend with the 
Ugheft degree of vigilence to all the designs of the French, and op- 
pofe with incelTant diligence every attempt to Increafe their force, or 
extend their influence, and to check their conquelh, obftnid theic 
ailtuices, and foreDal their trade. 

For tbis great end it has been our conffanC endeavour to fuppott 
, ^ Atdtrian family, whofe large dominions and numerous forces' 
make a coiinicr- balance on the continent to the power of France. 
For tbis end we entered into a long war, of which we ftill luiguiflt 
Dsder the confequences, fquandered the lives of our countrymen, 
and mortgaged the poITeffiona of our ppfterity. For failing in the- 
profecution of this purpofe, for leaving France too forifiidable, and 
B^leding the intercfts of the emperor, was the treaty of Utrecht' 
ccDrnred, and the authors of it profecuted by the prefent minifter j' 
buthow much he has improved the errors of his predeceiTors to his" 
own advantage, bow diligent he has been to re£tify the mifcarriages 
of their condu<^, and fupply the defe3, 1 Ihall endeavour to ex-' 
plain. 

It is well known, my Lords, that during theregencyof theduke 
of Orleans, we had nothing to apprehend from French machina- 
tions ; his intereft, a tye which that nation 1$ feldom found to 
Weak, held him Heady 10 his engagements with us ; nor is it lels 
known how much he diftruded Spain, and how little by confequence' 
ke favoured her. We had at that time no neccffity of anxioutly at- 
Icnding to every whifper of the French cour:, which was fufficientljr- 
sngaged in regulating their domedick affairs, and repairing the ruins 
of adeftruciive war i buti my L«rds> we ought to obfetve, that it' 



bad bsw happy fat v$ b^cl our miniftcrlaVx^med with equal addrda at 
A? 6njB emfj.qymen.l. 

After tbe 4;aih of thii du^, Uie sJTain of France were reftored 
to tj^ir i<SfOtf fituationi ^ler old rchemes were revived, bcr ancient 
^liaiicf« CMlfivated* and her general infer^ft puifued. Spain was 
ae»p confidcred as the power ^bicb had the Ctme views with her, and 
irbich cfuld never rival, butqaight ajwaya aiSft her. ' 

^hisaltiancjc, my Lords, waa intended to have been unalteraUf 
cenfroicd by a marriage, bi^t as no human policy can forin meafures 
cfTuinof fucc^ft, an irrfconcileablc hatred was nearly produced by 
tbe Ri.eafu;c intended to con&rm a fettkd and indiQbluble frieiuUhip. 
Tbe Infanta was font bicfc after her arrival in France, an affront 
which no nation would foon have forgot, but which the ^oeral 
chara^er and habitual fentimcats of the Spaniards inclined them to 
ref^nt beyond any other people. To any one, acquainted with-dierr 
charaScr in this refpc£t, it will readily ^pear, that no other infult 
or injwy cov'd f? fenfiUy a6e^ thcip, or e^ccite To eager a defire of 
iBvenge. This, niy Lpr<l$, the (agacity of our minifler ibould 
have difcovered, this opportunity Qiould have been improved with the 
ntmoii carf , by which Sptln and France might poffibly have been 
difunited Cor ages, apd Briuiohave gained fuch advantages as would 
have made be/ the fole arbitrefs of Europe. 

The Spaniards were ixot dplicient on their fide, nor did iheyneglefl 
to court our friendfhip, bu,t gave us the higbeft proof of their con- 
fidence by offering us the fole mediation>of their differences with the 
emperor of Germany; but at this time it was, that tbe gentleman 
whofe condu^ I am examining, obtained the chief influence in our 
counleis, and by his peci^Iiar penetration difcovered, that nothing 
was to be done which might give the Icaft offence to the French* 
We therefore refufed to mediate, unlcfs French ihinifters might be 
aRbciaied with ours, which the Spaniards had too much fpirit to con- 
tent to. 

Thus, nay Lords, was n^le&d the firft opportunity of forming 
againll the French an alliance by which they might have been awed 
in all their defigns, and by which the p^acc of Europe might have 
b^n long prcfcrved. 

The Spaniard;, finding that we would not-undcrtake to reconcile 
their differences with the emperor of Germany, and continuing 

their 
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tteir abhorrence of French mediators, concluded, wltbout thi inter- 
vention of any other pcnterj a treaty both of peace and alliance with 
bit Imperial m^efty. 

Thi«, my Lords, Was the famoaj treaty of Vienna, the fource p( 
lb many proje£tB and expedients, of fo much terror aiid foliciludCi 
of fuch immenr* expences and perplexed n^otiatioit». This treaty* 
a paper innocent and well-meaning, which related only to tbfe con- 
trading parties, kept for fome time this nution in alarms^ in appr^ 
benfions oF oonfpiracies, and expe^tationi of tnvafions. 

To this treaty^ had we libgljr regarded our own ajEiirsj without 
applying to France for inftru^ions, w<: ought to have acceded, by 
which we Ihouid have divided the iotereft of the houfe of BaurboUt 
broken the combination of thcfc pontifical powers, and, by improving 
Me lucky incident, obtained what Our arnti indout politicks had 
never hitherto been able to accomplifh. 

But the French, renfible of their dinger, and Well acquainted 
with our minifter, contrived an expedient which indeed would not 
Dften have fuccceded, but which was To well adapted to the inteU 
lefis of this gentleman that it extricated them from all their difficul- 
lift. 

They told us, my Lords, and what is-yet more Wonderful, they 
prevailed upon us to bdieve, that in this dreadful treaty of Vienna, it 
was ftipuiated between the German emperor and Spain, that they 
Ibould employ their joint forces againft Britain, that they fliould 
exalt the pretender lo the throne^ take immediate pofTeffiDn of Qi- 
braltar, and without mercy debar us for ever from our trade both in 
Spain and in the Weftern Indies. This his late ihajeSy wis advifed- 
to al&n in his fpeech from the throne, which I deitre may be read. 
Of which the following daufes were read. 
•* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
■' The diftrefled condition of fome of our religious brethren abroad, 
and the negotiations and Engagements entered into by fome 
foreign powers, which fcem to have laid the foundation of new 
troubles and difturbancea in Europe, and to threaten my fub- 
jefls with the lofs of fevcral of the mofl advanta^coua branches 
of their trade, obliged me, without any lofs of time, to con- 
cert with other powers fuch mcafurei as might give a check 
to the ambitious vicwi of tbofe who aie endcavouting to render 
Vol. I. L tbemrdvas 
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tbemfelrei formidablea and put a ftop to the farther progrefs erf" 
fuch dangerous defigns. For thefe ends I have entered into a 
defenlive alliance with the French king, and the king of Pruffia, 
to which feveral other powers, and particularly the Dutch, have 
been invited to accede, and I hare not the leaft rcafon to doubt 
of their concurrence. This treaty fball ui a Ihort time be laid 
before you. 
** By diefe tneani, and by your fupport and affiance, I iruft 
in God, I fhall be able not only to fecure to my own fubjeds the 
enjoyment of many valuable rigbta and privileges, long Cnce 
acquired for them by the moft folemn treaties, but effedually 
toprelcrve the peace and balance of £urope, the only view and 
end of all my endeavours. 
** It is not to be doubted, but the enemies to my government 
will conceive hopes, that fome favourable opportunity for renew- 
ing their attempts may oStr, horn the profpefi of new troubles 
and cocnnotions : they are already very bufy by tb«r inQrumentt 
and emillaries in thole courts, whofe meafures feem moft to fa- 
vour their purpofes, in (bliciting and promoting the caufc of the 
pretender; butlpcrfuade myfelf, notwith landing the coun- 
tenance and encouragement they may have received, or flatter 
themfelvcs with, the proviGon you fhall make for the ^ety and 
defenceof the empire, will cflcfiuallyrecure me from any attempt! 
from abroad, and render all fuch projects vain and abortive. 
** When the world fhalL fee that you will not fuffer the Britiflt 
crown and nation to be menaced and infulted, thofe, who moft 
envy the prefent happinefs and tranquillity of this empire, and 
are endcavouringjto make us fubfervient to their ambition, will 
conlider theii own intereit and circumOances before they make 
any attempt upon fo brave a people, ftrengihened and fupported 
by prudent and powerful alliances, a.nd though deliroua to preferve 
the peace, able and ready to defend themfelves agalnll the efforts 
of all aggreflbrs. Such refolutions and fuch meafures timely 
taken, I am fatisliedt are the moft efiefiual means of preventing 
a war, and continuing to us the bleffings of peace and pro- 
rperity." 
Who would not have been terrified, my Lords, at a treaty like this ? 
Our religion was to be deftroyed, our government fubverted, and our 
trade reduced to nothing. What could aminiftry thus intimidated 

do. 
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ilo, bat refign thetnfetves imftlicitly to the ijtredion of a kind neigh- 
bour ibat promifedto&eltcf dicm A-om the ftonaf 

There have been minifters, my Lordsi in former times, who, 
ufwn hearing fuch a repTcfentation, would have confidered, that 
Britain waa an illand, that the pretender could not be furced upon 
us without an army, and that an army could not be tranrpocted 
without flttps, that the emperor of Germany had neither navies nor 
ports, that Gibraltar aught be ealily fupplicd with every thing re- 
quiGtefor itsdefeoce, and tbatanyaltempc made by Spain 10 injure 
our trade, might eaiily be puniOted by intercepting chetr plate fleetSi 
Tbey would then have«oniidered whether attempts fe improbable, 
and (lipulations fo abfufd and ridiculous, ought to be credited upoa 
Ibe information of an ambalTador's f«cretary, who, as he prt^fed 
to reveal his maftcr's fecrets for a bribe, might as probably take ano- 
ther reward for impoling upon ihofe whom he pretended to inform. 
Thole, therefore, who advifed his majefty to a0ert to the fenate 
what they kiifew from no better authority^ thofe whofe daring info- 
lence could make their fovereign inArumenUl in alarming the peo- 
ple with falfc terrors, and oppreiSng them with unnecel&ry burthens^ 
welt deferve to feel a fenatoriiil ccnfure. 

But our minifien, my Lords, were too much frighted to make 
fuch reflections: they imagined that dellruAion was hanging over 
uiy and» in a dread of arbitrary government, opprelSon and perfe- 
cution, concluded at Hanover a treaty with the French. 

Thus the French gained our contidcnce, and raifed in us a diflruft 
of both the powers with whom it was ourintereft to be united : but 
the alliance of the emperor of Germany with Spain made them 
fltll uneafy ; and therefore they determined once more to make our 
credulity inftrumental in procuring a reconciliation between them 
and the Spaniards. 

To effea this, they kindly gave us intelligence, that when the 
Spaniards fhould receive their tieafures from the Weftern Indies, thejr 
deftgned to employ it in favour of the pretender, and that therefor* 
it was necclTitry to intercept it. This advice was thankfully liilened 
to, a Beet was fitted out, and thoufanda were facriliced without any 
advantage ; for the French not only forbore to affiA u* in the expe- 
dition, but forbade us to feize the treafure when we bad found it. 

The Spaniards apprehending thcmrelves attacked, omitted noop- 

poituniiy of Ihevnn^ their relcntment; they feized our fliip *, and 

La laid 
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laid fiege to Gibralur, while our new allie* looked quietly on, and 
expeaed the event of their own fdicme, which was far from being . 
defeated by our policy % for the Spaniirdi, finding the return of their 
American revenues infwperably obfirufled, and knowing that the 
emperor of Germany, that emperor who was to invade Britain, had 
not any power even to affift them, were oUiged^o have recourfe to 
the nation which they then hated, and to forgive the paft ailront, 
titat they might obtain their good offices in this exigence. 

Buti my Lords, it was not fufficient for the defigns of the French, 
that they bad recovered their antient allies the Spaniards, unlefs they 
eouM difunite them fron? the emperor of Germany : this it was liltc- 
wife our intereft to prevent, and yet this likcwife w^e enabled them 
to effect J for they prevailed »pon us to promife in our ftipulaiions 
. with the Spaniards, what they had not the leaft claim to demand, 
that Spain, inftead of neutral troops, Ihould be introduced into Italy, 
toiecute certain fucceffions there to a fon of the queen of Spain. 

With what reluflance the emperor of Germany would confent to 
ice troops placed in the provinces bordering upon his dominions, 
which would certainly on the firft bccafion be employed to invade 
them, it was eafy to forefee, and with what degree of good -wilf he 
would regard thofe by whom they were introduced ; yet, my Lords, 
fuch was the influence of France, and fo ardent our defire of divert- 
ing Spain from fetting the pretender upon the throne of Britain, that 
we complied at all events, without any profpei^ or profflife of ad- 
vantage. 

Thus were the Spaniards, by being perfuaded to make this demand, 
and we, by granting it, brought equally to ill terms with the em- 
peror of Germany ; and France was, by procuring fuch agreeable 
conditions to the Spaniards, again confidered as their moft ufeful 
ally. 

That nation, my J^ords, is in a very unhappy (late, which is re* 
duced to admit fuch terms as mediators are pleafed to prefcribc. We 
durft not refufe the introdu3ion oF Spanlfb troops, nor durft we 
introduce them without the emperor of Germany's confent, which, 
however, he granted at an eafy rate, for he demanded only that we 
Ihould become guarantees of the Pragmatic SanSion. This we 
gladly agreed to, and thought ourrelves fo happy in purchafing fo 
cheaply an opportunity of ingratiating ourfelvei with Spain, that we 
defiled no other lecompesce. 

This 
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This treaty with the emperor of Germany, was, however, ^Y "" 
means improper, nor could we, after the erron which had been com- 
mitted, do any thing more effe^ual to preftrve the balance of Eu- 
rope, and re-eftablifli our credit. 

But, my Lords, this only treaty, which it was for our Interell to 
make, feema to havo been made without any intendon of ohferving 
it; for about this time all the northern powers were alarmed by ths 
i^proaching elcAion of Poland, and every nation that had any 
thing either to hope 01 fear from the event of it, ewileavoured to in- 
fluence it. 

How (his eleflion was deteriqined, my Lords, and I^ what means, 
it is unneceflary to relate i but it may not be improper to remark, 
tbat whatever caule we may have to congratulate ourfelves upon the 
choice, it docs not appear that we had any part in promoting it. 
Nay, as. it is not common for miniflers to keep thebeft part of their 
coDdud fecret, there is reajbn for fufpeding that they were not 
altogether without foundation reported to have favoured Frsnce. 

The emperor of Germany, fenfible of bis own intereft, promo- 
ted the e'cAion with vigour and rcfolmion, proportioned to tht 
grealnelj of the danger that might have arifcn from neglefling it. 
Bf this conduA he drew i^ion himfelf the tefentment of the French, 
who had now a pretence for taking mcafures which might eSedualiy 
te-ynitc tbcm to Spain, and, as the event Ihewed, alienate us from 
the emperor, and therefore, in vindication of the claim of Stanillaus, 
dedared war upon Germany, in conjnnAion with Spain, 

Now, my Lords, the emperor learned to fet the true value upon 
his alliance with Britain, and all Europe had an opportunity of re- 
marking our fpirit, our power, and our vigilance. The troops which 
we prevailed upon his Impeded najefty to admit into Italy, were 
now drawn out of the garriCfins againft him, his dominions were at- 
tacked on each fide, by formidable enemies, and his Britifh allies 
looked with tranquillity and unconcern upon the difficuhiea into 
which they had betrayed him. The liberties of £ urope were en- 
dangered by a new combination of the houfes of Bourbon ; and. 
Britain, the great protc&efs of the rights of mankind, the great 
Sibitrefs of the balance of power, either uegtefied or feared to in- 
ttrpofe. 

Uf the event of the-war, my Lords, I nMd onlyobferve, that it 
L 3 added 
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addei] new flrength to France, and contributed to fuch an union 
between h?r and Spain, as the moft artful politician cannot hope to 
diflblve. 

Thus, ray Lords, whether by n^ligence, ignorance, cowardice, 
or treachery, it is noteary to determine, we were made the inltru* 
inentsof the French policy. Thus was that power enabled by our 
affiftance to retrieve atl that fbe had loft by (he ill ruccefi of her 
arms, and by her indecent and contomptuom treatment of Spain. 
Thus wa* the German emperor difpirixed and weakened ; thus were 
we deprived at once of our allica and our reputation, 

Ourlofsof reputation, the greateft lofs that bad mcafures can 
bring upon a nation, is made evident beyondcontroverfy, bythein- 
fc^nce with which the Spaniards have treated us while we were 
flattering, enriching, and fupporting them. While wc were fitting 
out fquadroni to convey their princes to Italy, and incrcafing their 
dominiotvs at our own expenct, they feem to have confidered our good 
offices, not as the benefits of friends, but the drudgery of (lavci, 
and, therefore, could fcarcely refrain from infuhi while they employ ■• 
cd us, at leaft when they no longer wanted our immediate aSftance. 
They renewed their contempt and cruelty, their robberies and op-: 
prcflions ; tbey prefcrihcd laws to our navigation, and laid claim to 
our colonies. 

To thcfe ravages and injuries what did we oppofe ? Whit but- 
humble intreaties, pacific negotiations, and idle remonArances ? In- 
ftead of aflerting our juft claim*, and incontcAablc poflcffions, in- 
flead of preventing war by thisatening it, and fecuting ourfclvcs from 
a fecond injury by puniOiing the firft, we amufed ourfclvcs with en- 
quiries, dcnunds, reprefentations, and difputea, till we became the 
jeft of that nation, whic)^ it was in our power to diftreft, by intercept- 
ing their treafure, and to reduce to terms almofl without bloodflwd. 

Thus, nty Lotdi, did we proceed, new queflions ever arolc, and 
the coniroverfy became more intricate i commiffaries were difpatcbed 
to Spain, who returned without obtaining either rcftitution or fecu- 
rity, and in the mean time no opportunity was negleded of plunder- 
ing our merchants and infulting our flag: accounts of new confifca- 
"tions and of new cruelties daily arrived, the nation was enraged 
and the fenate itfelf alarmed, and our miniflcrs, at length awalcencd 
from their tranquillity, bat qrdeis to, the envoy at (he Spaniib court 

W 
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to expedite an accommodation ; thefe diredions were immediately 
obeyed, and produced the celebrated convention. 

What wai given up ar what waa endangered by this detcAable 
treaty, your Lordfliips have often had occafion to obferve, and the 
Goarequences of it were fo obvious^ that the nation was aftonlfhec*. 
Every man faWi that we were either trcacheroully betrayed by out 
ownminiftryi or that the miniftera were almoft the only men in the 
kiogdom utterly unacquainted with our claimsj our injuries, and 
oar danger. 

A war could now no longer be avoided, it wa& not in the powA 
of the miniftry any longer to refute to fend out our deeti, and make 
an appearance of boftile meafures i but they had ftill fome expe- 
ikna remainiag to flielter the Spaniards from our refenunent, and 
to nuke their country yet more contemptible : they could contrive 
fucb orders for their admirals asfliould prevent them from deftroying 
their enemies with too little mercy ; and if any one was fufpefled of 
intentions lefs pacific, there were methods of equipping his fleet in 
fucb a manner as would cScSually fullrate his fchemes of revenge, 
r^rifals, and deftrufiion. 

Thefe, my Lords, are not the murmurs of the difappointed, nor 
the infinuations of the fa^ious ; it is well known to our country- 
men and to our enemies, how ill admiral Vernon was furniflied with 
naval and military ftorcs, and how littFe his importunate demands 
of a fupply were regarded. What opportunities were loft, and what 
advantages neglefled, may be conjectured from the fuccefs of his 
incoofiderable force. A very little reflexion -on the fituation and 
itate of ibofe countries will ealily fatisfy your Lordfliipa, how far 
a loull body of land forces might have penetrated, what treafures 
they might have gained, and what confternation thoy might have 
^read over the whole Spanifii America. 

That our fquadrons in the Mediterranetn have been at leall ufelefi, 
Aat they have failed from point to point, aiid from one coaft to ano- 
tbeCf only to difplay the bulk of our Ibipi, and to ihew the opu- 
kitce of our nation, can require no proof: I wilb, my Lords, 
there was lefs reafon for fufpefling that they afled in concert with 
our enemies, that they retired from before their ports only to give 
them an opportunity of efcaping, and that they in reality connived 
at feme attempts which they were in appearance fcnt to prevent. 

There are fome mifcarriagei in war, my Lords, which every 
L 4 reiironabte 
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rexfonaUe man ioiputu to chance, pt to caafci of which the infiu-< 
ence could not be farefecn; there are others that mayjuftlybc ternii 
od the Conrvqnencas of atifcORdudt but of inifcanduA involun> 
Ury and pardonable, of a difngtrd perh^p) of fome circumftances 
of an afiair produced by too clofe an attention to others. But there 
' are mifcarii^ea too for which candour itfelf can 6nd no exc\ife«, 
and of which no other caufei can bo affigned than cowardice o( 
treachery. From the fufpicioa of one, the paft adions of the ait 
miral who commands our fleet in thofe Teas will fccure hintt but I 
^ow not whether there arq now any that will attempt to clear the 
ininiftsr'9 charaSer from the imputation of the other. 

AH th« infolengcpf the Spaniardsi a nation by no meant fi^rmi-r 
^hle, is the confequence of the rc-union of the boufes of Bourbon | 
9 re-union which could noteafiiy have been ^ccomplilhed, but by th« 
jnftrutnental offi«et of our miniftry, whomt therefore, the natioa 
bai a right to charge with the diminutioa Qf its honour, and tb; 
decay of its trade. 

Nor hv °UT tra^i my Lords, been only contrafled and obftrnd* 
cd by thp piracies of Spain, but has heei) fuffered to languilh and 
decline at home, either by criminal negligence, or by their com- 
plairan(:e for France, which has given rife to our other cala^tie*. 
ThffV.teof out i|roo)Ien iqaoufa^ures b v^ell known, and thof« 
Vhofe in.(lol«nce or love of [dcafure keep them firaogers to the othe« 
qiUfortUDe; of their couot(7, ™tA V^ ^^'^ ''^^ acquainted with 
tiiis, by the daily accounts 0/ riots and infurre^oiis, raifed by thofe 
yho, havipg been employed i^ that m;^ufa^ure, can provide fof 
their famil^s by 90 other ^ufineff, and ai^ niitde d^fperate by the 
W^nt of brfad. 

We arp told, my Lords, by all parties, and told with Uutb, tha| 
pur manufitaures decline, beqayfe the French hav?engroffcd tnoft of 
the foreign marlccis ; aod it is not denied even by thofe wbofe io- 
tfrpft it migbt be 10, deny it, that t^e cloth which they ruiirus bjf 
pending, 14 inadeof our oirn wool, whi^h they are fuffered to prc^ 
cure either by the folly of aii ^nftilful, or the connivance of ^ 
treacherous aifqiiniUpion. 

If ou( own manuf^i^ures, my Lords, had beci^ careCuHy pro- 
tjioted, if i;i^e Mjhole influence of out goveriirpcnt had, been made tO) 
fa^oppr^ce'tvith [lieindi^llry of our vadeis, there had always beei^ 
(H?tl ^ ^''■Ri^fld (or ^tff ij^oolj ^hat they coyld iffH hav? aff.>rded, to. 

purcha^ 
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purchafe it at a price equivalent to the daoger of e^Kxting it : and if 
tay means were now fteadily pra^ifed to prevent the exportatios* 
our trade muS confequeotly revive^ becaufc cloth it one of the oe* 
ccflaries of life, which other nations mufl have from Britain* wbea 
franco can no' longer fupply them. . 

But, my Lords, notwithftanding the decay of trade, our ex- 
^ces have never been contraded j we have fquandcrcd millions is 
idle preparations, and oftentatioua folly ; we have equipped fleeta 
which never left the harbour, and railed armies which were never to 
^old any other enemy than the honeft traders and hufbandmen that 
liippart them. We have indeed heard many rea(bns alleged for op. 
preffiag the empire with Handing troops, which can have littk 
cfieS upon thofe who have no intercA to promote by admittii^ 
them : foroetimes we ate in danger of invafions, though it is not 
fafy to imagine for what purpofe any prince {hould invade a nation, 
which he may plunder at pleafure, without the leaft apprehenHon of 
nreniment, and which will reCgn any of its rights whenever they 
^all be demanded : fometimet, as we have already heard, the pre- 
tender is to be fet upon the throne by a fudden defcent of apnie* 
from the clouds ; and fomctitnes thelicencioufnefs anddifobedience 
of the common people, requires the reftraint of a {landing army. 

That the people arc to the Uft degree cxalpcrated and inflamed, 
\ am far from intending to deny, but fuiely they have yet been guilty 
of DO outrage fg enormous as to juftify fo fevere a puniOiment ; they 
have generally confined themfelves to harmlefa complaints, or at leaft 
(0 executions in effigy. The people, my Lords, are enraged becaulc 
they are impovcriflied, and, to prevent the confcquences of their 
ioget, their poverty is encreafed by new burthens, and a^ravated 
ty iheltght of anufelefs defpicable herd, fupported by their indufiry, 
(or no other purpofe than toinfult them. 

By thefe ufelefs armaments and military farces, our taxes, my 
Lords, have been continued without diminifliing our debts, and the 
nation Teems condemned to languiOt for ever under its prelcnt mi- 
feries, which, by furniOiing employment to a boundlels number of 
comm'iilonersj o$cers, and Hayes to the court under a thouCand 
(lenominvlons, by difitifmg dependence over the whole country, and 
fnlarging the influence of the crown, are too evidently of ufe to the 
fpinifter, for us to entertain any hope& of his intention to relieve us, 

lf(t it a/if, Ijf b.o;^^4 iltj^t iw? "ftiJUo-W «c f^''** *''*" » "*'*' ^'^^^ 

cf 
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of feven millions appears to be contraded ; nothing is more cary than 
to clear debts by borrowing, or to borrow when a nation ii mort* 
gaged For the payment. 

Bat the weight of the prefcnt taxes, my Lords, though heavier 
than was perhaps ever fupporied by any nation for fo long a time, 
taxes grezter than ever were paid, to purcbafe neither conqusfts nor 
honours, neither to prevent invaftons from abroad, nor to queH re- . 
beltions at home, is not the moft flagrant charge of this wondcrftiT 
adminift ration, which, not contented with moft exorbitant exac- 
tions, contrives to make then) yet more oppreffive by tyrannical me- 
thods of collection. With what realbn the author of the excile 
Icheme dreads the refemment of the nation, is fufficiently obvious; 
bat furely, in a virtuous and benevolent mind, the firft fcntiments 
that would have arifen on that occafion, would not have been mo- 
tions of anger but of gratitude. A whole nation was condemned to 
ilavery, their remonfiiances were neglcfled, their petitions ridiculed, 
and their delegation of tyranny treated as difafieaion to the clta- 
blifhed government ; and yet the author of this horrid fcheme rioti 
In affluence, and triumphs in authority, and without fear as without 
fliame lifts up his head with confidence and fecurity. 

How much, my Lords, is (he forbearance of that people to be ad- 
mired, whom fuch attacks as thefe have not provoked to tranfgrefs the 
bounds of their obedience j who have continued patiently to hope for 
Jegal methods of redrefs, at a time when they Taw thcmfelves threat- 
ened with legal flavery, when they faw the legiflative power, eftt- 
bliOied only for their proteSion, influenced by all poUible method) 
«f corruption to betray them to the mercjr of the miniftry? 

For, that corruption has found its way into one of the houfea 
of the legiflature, is univerfally believed, and without fcruple 
maintained by every man in the nation, who is not evidently re- 
trained from fpeaking as he thinks; and that any man can 
even be of a different opinion, that any man can even affirm that 
he thinks othcrwife, would be, in any other age, the fubjeCt of 
afionifhment. That an immenfc revenue is divided among the mem- 
bers of the other houfe, by known falaries and publick employments, 
is apparent; that large fums are privately fcattered on prefling 
exigencies, that fome laic tranfaC^ions of the miniftry were not con- 
firmed but at a high price, the prcfent condition of the civil lift, i 
, civil lilt vaflly fuporior to all the knOwn expences of the crown, 

makes 
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makes highly probable. That the commona tbemfelres fufped the 
dettnninatioDS oftitcir aflembly to be toBuenced by fome other mo- 
tites than juftice and truth, is evident from the bill this day (ent 
hidier for our concurrence ; and furely no aggravation can be addcl 
to the crimes of that man who has patronized our enemies, and 
given up our navigation, funk hia country into contempt abroad* 
and into poverty at home, plundered the pet^Ie, and corrupted the 
kgillature. 

But, my Lords, the miniffer has not only contributed by hit 
wickednefs or his ignorance to the prefent calamitiet^ hut has ap- 
plied all his art and ill bis intereft to remove from polls of honour 
and truft, to banifli from the court, and to exclude ^om the legifla- 
mre, all thofe whoTe counfcla might cmtribute to reftoretbe puhlidc 
a&in, without any regard to the popularity of their charafters, die 
ttfefufncls of their talents, or the importance of their paft fervices to 
tbecrowD. Had any of thde confiderations prevailed, we had ooC 
ften the greatcH general in Britain dirpoOefled of all his preferments, 
difpofiefled at a time when we are at war with one nation, and in 
expedation of being attacked by another far more powerful, which 
will doubtlefs be encouraged, by his removal, to more daring con- 
tempt, and more vigorous meafures. 

What where the motives of this procedure, it is eafy to difcoyer. 
As his open defence of the prefent royal family in the late re- 
btllioa exempts him from the imputation of being difadeded to the 
Crown, the onlycrime with which he can be charged is difafie^on to 
the minifier. 

Perhaps, my Lords, the minifter may have determined' to have no 
Had of generals in his tranfaflions with foreign powers ; but in propor- 
tion as he relies lefs upon the fword, he muft depend more upon the 
arts of peaceable n^;otiation, and furely there has been another per- 
ha difmified from his employments, whofe counfels it had been no 
fcproach to have afkcd, and to have followed. 

Tho nature of my motion, my f^rds, makes it not necefTary to 
produce evidence of thefe fafls, it is fafficient that any minifter is 
univerfally fufpefled; for when did an innocent roan, fup ported by 
power, and furnilhcd with every advantage that could contribute to 
exalt or prelerve his charader, incur the general hatred of the peo- 
ple f But if ic could ever happen by a combination of unlucky acci- 
4cots, what coutd be otore for the happinefs of himfelf, bis mafter. 
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aai ihk luiioo, thui Aat be llutuld retire ind CDJoy tlu conrcioulbcft 
of tvisAwo virtue. 

His own inwr«(l in juch a retirement I have already conCdcred, 
and tliat both of tbc piioce and the people is no left apparent : while 
4h»ted niniftei i« eniplajred, the king will alwajs bediftniftedby 
4w nation^ aad furely iwthing can lb much obftru£t the publick 
kaf^iaela, aa a want of confidenco in tbofe who are iotrufled with 
its prererration. 

That eoRunaa &Bie is in this cafe fufficient, will not be quefliooed, 
wfen it » CooTtdered that common fame i> never without a founda- 
tioii in bJStSy that it may fpread difquiet and fafpiclon over all the 
fctngdom, and that the fatisfa£tion of ratllionB is very cheaply por- 
cbafcd by the degradatioB of one man, who wai exalted only for their 
benefit. 

The objcfiioni tbatthere isno foleminifter, will create uo greater 
difficiUty ; if thece be may coocerned in tbefe tranfa^iotUa rt- 
fpnultat fmpirier : but it U too apparent that there is in reality one 
whole influence is greater than that of any other private man, and 
who is arrived at a height not confident with the nature of the 
Britiih goveromeni} il is uncontefled that there is one man to whom, 
the people impute their miferics, and by whofe removal they will be 
appea&d. 

The afFairs of Europe, my Lords, will probably be fo much em- 
bairalled, and the flruggles between the diiferent defigns of its princes 
befo violent, that they will demand all our attention, and em* 
piny all our addrefs, and it will be to the highcft degree dangerous 
to be diftra£led at the fame time with apprebenlions of domeAic 
troubles ; yet fuch is the prefent unhappy ftate of this nation, and 
fucb is the generaldifconteotof the people, that tranquillity, adhc< 
rence to the governinent, and fubmifiion to the laws, cannot rca-i 
fonably be hoped, unlcfs the motion I (hall now take leave to make 
your Lordfhips, be complied with: And I move, " That an humble 
addrefs be prefentcd to hit majefty, moft humbly to advife and be- 
fcech his m^ijelty, that be will be moft graciouny plsafcd to remove 
tbc right honourable Sir Robert Walpole, knightof the moft noble 
orderof the blue ribband, firft commiOiooer of his majcfty's treafury^ 
and chancellor of the exche<]ue.r, and one of his majcfty's rooft ho- 
oourabl; piivy council, fiom bis majcftjS prcCcnce and coiuicils for 
ever." 

Ho 
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He was feconded by Lord Abii^gdon in the fbUowing manner :— 
My Lords, the copioufnefi and periptcuity with which the noble 
)onl has laid down the reafont of his motion, make it neither eafy 
sor neceiTary to enlarge upon them. . I fhall therefore only offer to 
your Lordlhips a few thoughts upon the authority of common fame, 
as the evidence upon which the motion (s in part founded. 

That all the mifcatriages of our late meafures are by common fame 
imputed to one man, I fuppofe, will not be denied, nor can it, in 
my opinion, be reafonably required, that in the prefent circumAancet 
of things any other proof Ifaould be brought againft him. 

Comnon fame, my Lords, is admitted in courts of law as x 
kind of auiiliary or fupplemental evidence, and \a allowed to corro^ 
borate the caufe which it appears to favour. The general regaril 
which every wife man has for his charafier, is a proof that in the 
cfiimation of all mankind, the tcftimony of common fame is of too 
great importance to be difregarded. 

If weconfider the nature of popular opinions on publick afTairs, it 
will be difficult to imagine by what means a perfuafion not founded 
on truth fhould univecfally take poCTeflion of a people; it will be yet 
more difficult to believe that it fhould preferve its empire^ and that 
in oppoGtion to every art that can be made ufeofto undeceive them, 
they fhould pertinaciouQy adhere to an error not imbibed in their 
education, norconnefied with their intereft. And how has any man 
been originally prejudiced againft the prefent minifter? Or what 
paffion or intereft can any man gratify, by imagining or declaring his 
country on the verge of ruin? The multitude, my Lords, cenfure 
and praife without diflimulation, nor were ever accufed of difguillng 
tbdr fentiments } their voice is at Icaft the voice of honefty, and hat 
been termed the voice of heaven by that party of which thofe afiei^ to 
be thought whom it now condemns. ^ 

I^t it not be urged, that the people are eafily deceived, that they 
think and fpcak merely by caprice, and applaud or condemn without 
any calm enquiry' or fettled determination ; thefe cenfutes are ap- 
plicable only to fudden tumults, and gufls of zeal excited by faN 
lacioui appearances, or by the alarms of a falfe report induftrloufly 
dilTeminated, but have no relation to opinions gradually propagated, 
and (towly received. 

If the credulity of the people expofes them to To eafy an admiffion 
of every report, why have the writers for the minifter' found fo 
little credit^ Why have all the loud dedamatitnisiuid the laboured 

argumenrst 
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arguments, the artful infinuations, and poGtivc afrert'ion& which have 
been for many years circulated round the nation, at the expence of 
the government^ produced no eSeSt upon the people, nor convinced 
any man who was not apparently bribed to refign his private opinioa 
to that of his patrons 7 Whence comes it, my Lords, that falQiood 
is more fuccefsful than truth, and that the nation is inclined to com- 
plain' rather than to triumph i It is well known that the people have 
been charged in all former ages, with being too much dazzled by the 
glitter of fortune, and the fplendour of fuccefs, and bellowing their 
applaufei not according to the degrees of merit, but profperiiy. The 
mintfier, my Lords, has defeated his opponents ifi almofi all their 
attempts ; his friend* have founded vii3ory every feffion, and yet the 
people declare againft him } his adverfaries have retired into the 
country with all the vexation of difappointment, and have been re- 
warded for their unTucccfsfuI efFort* with general ycclamations. What 
is it, my Lords, but the power of truth, that can preferve the van- 
quifhed from ridicule, and influence the nation to believe them the 
only patrons of their commerce and liberty, in oppofition to all the 
writers and voters for the miniftry 1 

If we confult blRory, my Lords, bow feldom do we find an in- 
nocent miniller overwhelmed with in&my ? Innocent men have ' 
fometimes been dellroyed by the hafty fury, but fcarccly ever by the 
fettled hatred of the populace. Even that fury has generally bcea 
kindled by real grievances, though imputed to tbofe who had no 
. fhare in producing them i but when the tempeft of their firft rage has 
fubfided, they have feldom refufed to hear truth, and to diflinguifb 
the patriot from the oppreflbr. 

But though it ffaould be acknowledged, my Lords, that the people 
have been blinded by falfe repcefehtation^, and that fome caufcs )et 
undifcovered, fome influence which never has been known to operate 
in any Hate before, hinder them from beholding their own felicity ; 
yet as publick happinefs is the end of government, and no man can 
be happy that thinks himfelf miferable, it is in my opinion neceflary 
to the honour of his majclly, and to the tranquillity of the nation, 
that your Lordfbips Ihuuid agree to the prcfent motion. 

The Duke of Newcastlb anfwered to this cfFea: My 

Lords, it is not without wonder that 1 hear a motion fo uncommon 
and important, a motion which may be reafonably fuppufed to have 
bees long piemediuted, iuid of which fuch a£ci:^i;ig cxpcdaiions 

have 
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have been raifed, (b weakly fupponed by evidence. - I cannot ihinle 
that any other atceflation is needful for the vindication of the right 
honourable gentleman, wbofe conduA ts this day to be examined, 
than the declaration of the noble lord, that there appears no pofitive 
eridenc^ againlf him. 

The pretence that no evidence can be expend while he continue* ~ 
in his prefent ftation, is too openly fallacious to impofe upon your 
Lordlhips ; for why ihopld his influence be greater, and his power 
lels reliAible than that of other minifters, who are well known ta 
have found accufers in the height of their authority, and to hav« 
been dragged to punifhment almoft from behind the throne ? 

It i> fufficiemly known, that during the continuance of this ad. 
mioiflration, many have been difmifled from their employments, whs 
appear not altogether unaffeded with the lofs, and from whofe refent- 
ment a dilcovery of wicked mcafures might be realbnably expefted, 
V their acquainunce with the fccrets of the government muft have 
given opportunities of detefiing tbcm. If, therefore, no particular 
crimes are charged ^upoa him, if his enemies confine thcmfclvcs ta 
obfcure furmifes, and general declamations, we may reafonably con- 
clude, that his behaviour has been at Icaft blamelefs. For what caa 
be a higher encomium than the lilcnce of thofc who have made tc 
the bufinels of years to difcover fbmethtng that might be alleged 
agaisft him on the day of trial, 

I fuppofe that no man can queQion the penetration of thofe noble 
lordt who have opened this debate, and I, my Lords, (hall be very far 
from infinuating that cowardice fupprcflesany of their feotiments. A> 
the bigheft reproach that can be thrown upon any maa, is to fuggeft 
that he fpeaks what he docs not think, the next degree of meanneJi 
would be to tbink what he dares not fpeak, when the publick voice 
of his country calla upon him. 

When therefore popular reports|are alleged as the foundation of the 
addrds, it is probable that it is not founded in reality upon knowa 
crimes or atiefled fads, and if the fudden blafts of fame may be 
cfieeaned equivalent to attefted accufations, what degree of virtue caa 
confer fecurity i 

That the clamour is fo loud and lb general as it is reprefented, I 
candifcavcrnonecclBty of admitting; but however the populace may 
bare been cxafpcrated againft him, wc are furely not to be influenced 
by their complaiatSj without enquiring into the caufe of them, and 

informing 
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{ofbrming ourfelves whether they proceed from real hanlfliips, un- 
Beceflary feveriticit and calamities too heavy to be borne, or from 
caprice, and inconAancy, idle rumours, and artful reprcfentationf. 
I very readily allow, ^y Lords, that nothing has been left uo" 
attempted that might fill the people with fufpicion and difcontent. 
That inevitable calamhics have been imputed to mifcondu^t, or to 
treachery, and even the inconftancy of the winds and feverity of 
the weather charged upon the right honourable gentleman, the daily 
libels that are in every man's hand, are a ftanding evidence; and 
dio* I Qiould grant that the people never complain without caufc, and 
dtat their hutthens are always heavy before they endeavour to Ihaktf 
them off*, yet it will by no meanf follow, that they do not fometimes 
mifiakethe caufe of their miferies, and impute their burthens to the 
cruelty of tbofe whole utmoft application is employed to Irghtea 

Common &me !■ therefore, my Lords, no fufficient ground fot 
fucb acenfureasthis, a cenfurc that condemns a man long verfedid 
fcigh employments, long honoured with the coniidence of his fovfr- 
teign, and diftinguifiied by the friendfbip of the moft illuflrJous per-^ 
fons in the nation, to infamy and contempt, unheard, and even un- 
accufed i for he agunft whom nothing is produced but genera) 
charges, iiipported by theevidenceof common fame, may be juftiy 
cfteemcd to be fi«e from accnfation. 

That other evidence will appear againft him n'hen he fltall be re-> 
duced, in confequence of our agreeing to t'his motion, to the level 
with his fellow-fubjefis, that all informations arc now precluded by 
the terrors of refcntment, or the expcAattons of favour, has beeii 
infinuatcd by the noble Ipid, who made the motioA : whether hit 
infinuatton be founded only upon conjecture, whether it be one of 
thofe vifions which are raifed by hope in a warm imagination, of 
npon any private informations communicated to his Lordlhlp, I pre- 
tend not to determine ; but if we may judge from the Itnown con> 
du^lof the oppofition, if we confider their frequent triumphs before 
the battle, and their chimerical fchcmes ofdifcorcries, or profccui 
tions and punifhments, their conftant aOiirance of fuccefs upon thtf 
approach of a new conteft, and their daily predictions of the ruin 
of the adminiftration, we cannot but fufpe^ that men fo long ac- 
cufiamcd to impofe upon themfelves, and flatter one another with 
fallacious hopes, may now likewise be dreaming of intelligence whicfa 

ibej 
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Aej never wilt receive, and amufing themfelves with Tufpicioas which 
tbey hafCDO reafonable expeduion of feeing confirmed.' 

Aod tocoorefs the truth, my Lords, if I aiajr be allowed, inimf' 
tjition of thefe patrons of their country, to indulge my own imagt> 
nation, andprefumc to look forward to the future condu'^ of thofe 
who have exerted fucb unwearied induftry in their attempts upon the 
idmiuiflratioii, and fo long purfued the right honourable gentleman 
with enquiries, examinations, rhetoric, and ridicule, I cannot but 
' find myl^f inclined to queftion whether/after their motion ihall have 
been received in this houfe, and their petition granted fay his m^efty, 
tbcf will very folicitouAy enquire after evidence* or be equally dili- 
gent in the difcovery of truth, as in the ptrfficution of the dilnifter. 

lam afraid^ my Lords, ihattliey will be too deeply engaged in 
the care of making a dividend of the plunder in juH proportions, to 
liad Icifurc for puifuit of the enemy, and that the fight of vacant 
pofis, large falaries, and extenCve power, will revive fame palBons, 
which the love of their country has not yet wholly cxtinguilhed, and 
luve in their attention no room for deep reflexions, and intricate 
enquiries. There have formerly, my Lords, been patriots, who, 
upon a fudden advancement to a placc-of profit, have been immedi- 
ately lulled into tranquillity, learned to repofe an implicit confidence 
in the miniflers, forgotten to harangue, threaten, enquire, and 
protefl, and fpent the remaining part of their lives in the harm- 
lefi amufemcnt of counting their fJaries, perquifites, and gratuities. 

How great, my Lords, would be the difappoiniment of the peo- 
ple, that unhappy people which has been long negle^ed and oppre^- 
ed, which fo jufily detefts the minifler^ and calls fo loudly for Ven- 
geance, when they Ihall fee their defenders remit the vigour of the 
purfuit, when once the minifter flies before them, and inflead o£ 
driving him into exile, contend about his places I 

Unhappy then furely, my Lords, would the nation be : the ad- 
minitlration, we are told, is already univerfally abhorred, and its hope 
19 only in the oppofltion ; but fbould the zeal of the patriots once 
gTowcold, fhould theydifcover to the publick, that they have been 
labouring not for general liberty, but for private advantage j that 
ihej- were enemies to power only becaufe it was not fn their hands ; 
and difapproved the meafures of the government only becaufe they 
Were not confulied ; how inevitably muft the people then link into 
defpair ; how certain mull they then imagine their dcftruAion t 

Vol. I. M ,- ^ 
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. It feenu dierefore, niy Lords, equally prudent and juft to rejeSt 
this motion, till better prvof (ball be brought to fupport it ; left 
by complying with it, we Ibould heighten rather than appfafe the 
difoontent of the people} lift we &ould too Toon deprive them of 
their only confolation, and expofe the patriots to cenfure, without 
Vindicating the miniftry. 

In my opinion, my Lords, all who have approved the conduft of 
the prefent miniftry, muft neceflarily join in rejeding the motion, 
as cruel and unequitable, and incline to fupport a juft, and continue 
a wife adminiftration i and all thofe whom the reftlefs clamours of 
the oppolite party have perfuaded to regard tbem a> arbitrary, cor- 
rupt, and perfidious, muft, if they are true friends to their country, 
and fteady exaiSors of juftice, rcfoive to defer their compliance, ia 
order to bring to light the evidences ncceOary for a legal convidion, 
and fcvcrer punifliment. 

That thcfc evidences will never be found, and that therefore 
no legal punilhment will ever be inflicted, we may reafonably collecl 
from the injuftice of the laboured charge which your Lordthips 
have now heard ; a charge drawn up with all the ailiftance of fena- 
torial and political knowledge, and difplaycd with all the power of 
eloquence, a collection of every occurrence for many year;, of 
which any circumftance could he {hewn in an unfavourable light, 
and a recapitulation of all the meafures which have mifcarried 
by unforefeen events, or which the populace have been petfuaded to 
dillike. 

In the adminiftration of governments, my Lords, manymearurej 
reafonable and juft, plann'd out in purfuancc of a very exadl know- 
ledge of the ftate of things then prcfent, and very probable conjec- 
tures concerning future events, have yet failed to produce the fuccefs 
which was expeded ; they have been fometimes defeated by the in- 
conftancy or diftionefty of thofe who are equally engaged in them, 
and fometimes fuftraied by accidents, of which only Providence has 
the difpofal. It will even be allowed, my Lords, that the miniftry 
have been fometimes miftaken in their conjedlures, and perhaps de- 
ceived by their intelligence, but I will prcfume to fay, it never will 
be difcovered that they willingly betrayed, orheedlefslynegleaed their 
truft, that they ever opprelTed their country with unneccffary bur- 
thens, or expofed it to be infulied by foreign powers. Nor will it, 
.pctbaps, be found that they ever appeared grofsly ignorant ' of the 

publick 
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publkk ifttereft, or foiled to difcover any ot>vioui trutfiy or ConCit 
uiy probable coDtingencies. 

Bur, my Lord*, I am willing to ztmMa that tiky cirftlot judge of 
6renu to come with fuch unerring tni demonftrative knowledge it 
their opponent! can obtain of th^m itfter llley have happtned ; antl 
ihey ate inclined to pay all neceflkry deference to the great fagacity 
of thofe wonderful prognoAicatora, who can fo txa&]y ftrtfit the 
f4/l. They only hope, my Lords, thai you will conlidcr how 
much harder their tafk is than that of their enemies ; they are 
obliged to determine very often upon doubtful intelligence, and 
an obfcurc view of tbe d^gna arid inclinations of the neighbouring 
powers i and as their informers may be either treacherous or miltl* 
ken,' and the interefts of other ftatcs are fubjeit to alterations, they 
may be fometimes deceived and dtfappointed. But their opponent* 
my Lords, are exempt by theiremployment from the laborious taft 
of fearching into futurity, and collecting their refolutions, from a 
Jong comparifon of dark hints and minute circumnanoes. Thetr 
buAnefs is not to lead or Aiew the way, but to follow ac a diftance^ 
and ridicule .the perplexity, and aggravate the miftalces of th«ir 
guides. They are only to wait fur confequences, whi'ch* if they 
are profpcrous, they mifrcprefeni as not intended, or paft over in 
filence, and are glad to hide them from the notice of mankind. But 
if any mifcarriages arif?, their penetration immediately awakes, thejr 
fee at the firft glance the faral foucce of all out miferies, they ar« 
aftonilbed at fucfa a concatenation of blunders, and alarmed with 
the mod diftrading apprehenfion* of the danger of their country. 

Accufation of political meafures is an eafy province, eafy, my 
Lords, in the fame proportion ai the adminiltration of af^iri It 
difficult i far where there are difficulties, there will be Tome milVake(>} 
and where there arc mlflake*, there will be occalions of triumph, to 
tbe fadious and the difappmnted, ButthejuiHce of your Lori^ 
fbips will certainly diflinguifh between errors and crimies, and be- 
tween errors of weaknefs and inability, and fitch as are only di^ 
eoverable by confeqnences. 

I may add, my Lords, that your Wifilom will eafily find tbe dt^ 
ference between (he degree of capacity re<)uUite for recoltefiing tht 
paft, and foreknowing tbe future i and expeft that thofe whofe am- 
bition incites ihem to endeavour after a (bare in the government of thw 
country flioulil give benei proofs of their qualificttiont for that high 
M a truftf 
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truft, than mere fpeciineiis of tbcir memoiy, their riietoticj or th^r 
nulice. 

Even the n<^Ie Lord, who tnuft \tc confefled to have ibewn a 
very extenfive acquaintance with foreign affairs, and to have very ac< 
curately confidered the interefts and dilpofitjons of the princes of 
Europe, haa yet failed in the order of time, and by one o-ror very 
much invalidated hii charge of mircon^vd in foreign affairs. 

The trcatytrf Vienna* my Lords, was not produced by the re- 
je^ionof thclnfiuiu, unlefs a treaty that wa« made before it could 
be the coefequence of it ; lb that there was no fucfa opportunity 
thrown into our hands as the iioble Lord has been pleafcd to reprefenL 
Spain had difcovcred hcrrclfourcncmy> and our enemy in the high* 
eft degree, before the French provoked ber by that infult; and 
therefore, how much foever (he might be enraged againft France, 
there was no profpeA that Ibe would favour us, nor could we have 
,courted her alliance without the loweft degree of mcannefs and 
difhonour. 

See then, my Lords, this atrocious accnfation founded upon falfe 
dates, upon a prepofterous arrangement of occurrences ; behold it 
vanifli into fmoke at the approach of truth, and let this inflance 
convince us boweafyit is to form chimerical blunders, and impute 
grofs follies to the wiieft adminiftration ; how eafy it is to cba^ 
others with miftakes, and how difficult to avoid them. 

. But we are told, my Lords, that the dangers of the confederacy 
.at Vienna were merely imaginary, that no contra*^ was made to 
thedifadvafltageof our dominions, or of pur commerce, and -that if 
the weaknefs of the Spaniards and Germans bad contrived fuch a 
fchcmc, it would foon have been difcovcred by them to be an airy 
dream, apian impoffible to be reduced to execution. 

Wc have been amufed, my Lords, on diis occafion with great 
profufion of mirth and ridicule, and have received the confalation of 
bearing that Britain is an ifland, and that an ifland is not to be in- 
vaded without fliips. .We have been informed of the nature of ibe 
Ling's territories, and of the natural ftrengtb of the fortrefs of 
Gibraltar ; but the noble Lord foi^ot that though Britain has no do- 
minions on the continent, yet our fovereign has there a very exten- 
sive country, which, though we are not to make war for the fake 
of ftrengthcning or enlarging it, we are fuiely to defend when we 
have drawn an invafion upon it. 

^ The 
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The weaknefs of the Spaniards, my Lords, has been alfo much 
enlarged upon, but the ftrength of the Jacobites at home has been 
pafled over In filence, though it is apparent how ealily the pretender 
might have landed here, and with what warmth his caufe would have 
been efpoufed, not only by thofe whofe religion avowed and pro- 
fefled makes them the enemies of the prefent royal family, but 
by many whom profpcfb of' intereft, the love of novelty, and pge 
of difappointment, might have inclined to a change. 

That no fuch ftipulations were made by that treaty, that no injury 
was intended to our commerce, nor any invalton propofed in favour 
of the pretender, are very bold afFertions, and though they could 
be fupported by all the evidence that negatives admit of, yet will not 
eaflly be believed by your Lord(hips, in oppofition to the folemn af- 
farancesof his latemajefty. It is evident fiom this inflancchow much 
prejudice prevails over argument} they are ready to condemn the right 
honourable gentleman to whom they give the title of fole minidcr, 
apon the fuffrage of common fame, yet will not acquit him upon the 
teffimony of the Icing himrelF, 

But, my Lords, the arguments allied to prove the improbability of 
fuch a confederacy, are (b weak in themfelves, that they require no 
fuch illuftritnii evidence to overbalance them. For upon what are 
they founded, but upon the impoffibiliiy of executing fuch dcfigns i 

It is wdl known, my Lords, how difFeremly different parties 
confider the fame caufe, the fame deligns, and the fame ftate of 
affairs. Every man is partial in favour of his own equity, flrength, 
and fagacity. Who can fliew that the fame falfe opinion of their 
own power, and of our inteSine divifions, which now prompts the 
Spaniards to contend with us, might not then incite them to invade 
us, or at leail to countenance the attempts of one, whom they are tn- 
duftrioufty taught to believe the greateft part of the nation is ready 
to receive i 

That they might have injured our trade is tooevident from our 
prefent experience, and that they would have fupported the OOend 
company, which they efpoufed in an open manner, is undeniable. 
Nor is it in the Icafl unlikely, that elated with the certain power of 
doing much mtfchief, and with the imaginary profpc^ of far 
greater eSeSs, they might engage in a confederacy, and farther at< 
tempts again ft us. 

1 am far from imagining, my Lords, that it was tn the power of 
M j the 
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the Geimsns »ni Spaniard* united to force th« prettftHer upon ut, 
though we had Qood alone againfi them ; but the tmpoffibility of 
(ucceedingin ibeirdeRgn ww not then fo apparent to them as it is at 
prefent to U5 ; tbey had many reafou to wiQi, and therefore would 
not he long without fome 1ft believe it praStcable ; and it was not 
the danger but (he infult that deterntincd hit late majefiy to ecter 
Into an alliance with France. 

' War, my Lords, ii always to be avoided, if the poflelGons and 
reputation of a people can be prefervcd without it i it was therefore 
more eligible to oblige them to lay afide their Icheme while it was yet 
«nly in idea, than to defeat it in Its execution. And an alliance 
with France cSedually retrained the emperor, as our fleets in Ame* 
rica reduced the Spaniards to defire peace. 

Why w« did not feize the cargo of the ^lleons, has been often 
•flced, and as often fuch anlWert have been returned as ought to fa« 
tisfy any rational examiner. We did not (cise them, my Lords, be- 
caufe a larger part belonged to other nattoni than to the Spaniards, 
and becaufe the intercfts of our trade made it convenient not to exaf-> 
perate the Spaniards, ib far as to rcndet a leconcitiatioo very difluult. 

In the terms of this reconciliation, my Lords, it ii charged upon 
the rainillry, that they were guilty of contributing to the power of 
thehoufe of Bourbon, by ftipuUting that Spain, inftead of neutral 
troops, (hould be introduced into Italy. That tbofe troops were left 
•greeable to the emperor cannot be denied, but it has already been 
fliewn how little reafon we bad to confult his fatigb^ion ; and with 
regard to the advantages gained by the French and Spaniards in the 
late war, k very fmall pait of them can be afctibed to fix thoufan<i 
tropps. 

With aa little reafon, my Lords, is the charge advanced of neg* 
leAing to prelcrvc the balance of Europe, by declining to ailfft the 
emperor againft the French ; for the inteoiion of the war feems to 
have been rather revenge than conq wtt, and the emperor latbex cx-> 
changed than loft his dominions. 

Thdt we declined engaging too far in the affairs of the continent, 
proceeded, oiy Lords, from a regard to the trade of the nation, 
which is not only fufpende^ and interrupted during the time of war^ 
but often thrown into another chanocli out of wt\ich it it the hu- 
finefs of many years to rccorer it; 

Nor have the miniJUyi »y Lwiij deri3t«4 fnn their regard ta 
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bade, in their tranfa£Uoiu with Spun, which have been the Tubjed 
of fo much clamour, and fuch pathetic <leclamations ; they always 
kaewwliat.thc nation now feels, that the mercbami would AiSer mach 
awe from a war than from piracies and dcpmUtioni* which, how- 
Cfer, they were far from fubmitting to, and for which they con- 
ftantlymadc demands of fatiafadion. To thcfe demands diey re* 
ctived luch aofwera, as, if they had been fincerc, would have left the 
oation no room to complain ; but when itwas difcovered that nothing 
but verbal fatisfadlion was to be expe3ed, the fecurtty of our trade, 
and the honour of our country, demanded that war (hould be de- 
clared. 

Theconduft of the war, my Lords, has been frequently the fub^ 
jeSt of cenfure i we arc told of the inactivity of one fleet, and the 
imperfeA equipment of another, the efcape of our enemies, and tht 
interception of out trading fhips. War, my Lords, is confeflcd-tobe 
uncertain, and ill fuccefs is not always the conlbquence of bad me>- 
farei ; naval wars are by the nature of the element on which they arft 
tobe condufted, more uncertain than any other ; fo that, though it 
cannot but be fufpeded that the «ommoa people will murmur at anj^ 
difappointment, call every misfortune a crime, and think themfelves 
betrayed by the miniftry, if Spain is not reduced in a Angle fummer, 
itaiight be reafonably hoped, that men enlighcened by a long fami- 
liarity with the accounts of paft, and inftrufted by perfbnal expert- 
Wee in national tranfafiions, will produce ftronger argun^ents than 
«ant of fuccefs, when they charge the miniflry with mifcondu^ in 
war. 

But, my Lordi, they have not any misfortunes to complain of ; nor 
uthcaccufation, that we have been defeated ourfelves, but thai we 
tiaTcnotenoughmolefted our enemies. Of this, my Lords, it is not 
ti(j to judge at a ditlance from the fccne of a^ion, and without a 
tnore accurate knowledge of a thoufand minute circumflances, which 
nay promote or retard a naval expedition. It is undoubtedly true, 
my Lords, that many of our merchant fliips have been taicen by the 
enemy; bjt it is not certain that they do not murmur equally that 
they have been obftrufled in their commerce, and have been fo little 
*ble to interrupt ours, Cncc they have fo many advantages from the 
Gluation of tbeir coafts. When we reckon thofe that are loft, let 
'«• not forget to number thofe that have efcapcd. If admiral Vernon's 
^« was ill provided with arms and ammunition, even then, let all 
M 4 cenfuie 
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cenfuTe be fufpended till it can he proved that it wu ill ftinuflied hf 
the fault of the miniftrjr. 

Nothing is mare common, my Lords, in all naval Wars, than fud- 
ita changes of fortune ; for on many occafions an accidental guft 
of wind, OF iinexpe^cd datknefsofthe weather, maydeftroy or pre* 
fi;rve a fleet from defIru3ion ; or may nuke the moft formidable ar-< 
maments abfolutely ufelels: and in the prcfcnt difpofition of fomo 
jKople towards the miniflry, I Qiould not wonder to bear an alteration 
pf wind charged upon them. 

. For what objedions may they not exped, my Lords, when all the 
difadvantages which the nation futFers from the enemies «f hia ma- 
iefty, arc imputed to them; when daily endeavours are ufcd to make 
thcQt fvfp^'d of favouring arbitrary power, for maintaining an 
Vny whi(:h. nothing has made neceflary but the ftruggles of thofe 
men, whofe principles have no other tendency than to enflave their 
country. Let not our domeflic animofitiss be kept alive and fo«' 
mcntcd by a conftant oppofnion to- every defign of the adminiftra- 
)ion, nor OUT foreign etteinies incited by the obfervalion ofourdiyi- 
^tops, t9 treat uf with iDfolence, interrupt our trade, prefcribe 
hounds to our dorninions, ;tnd threaten its with invafions, and tho 
jirmy may fafely be difb^indedf 

for the npi^iiltry, my Lords, are notconfcioui ofhavingcenfulted 
fiiy thing h^^ 'h? bappinpfs of the nation, and have therefore no ap< 
prehcntion; of puhlickrerentmcnt, por want the protedion of an 
frmcdforce. They i^^Tireonly thp fuppbrt of the laws, and to them 
they willingly appeal from common fame and unequitable charges. 

I iTtenilun the miAiflryi my Lords, hecqufe I am unacquainted 
i)Fich any tpan who ^ilher claims or poflefles (he pow^ or titif of fole 
fniniQer. ] ovfn in my province iio fuperlor but ha majefly, and am 
willing and ready to ^fwer any charge which relates to that part of 
the puhlick hufiofC' which t have b^d the hoiiour to traqfad o( 
direil. 

A great pa^t of what I have now oFered was therefore no. other-, 
- wK? pece^ary o.n the prefent occafion, than becaufe filencc might 
\tav£ appeared like a confcioufnefa of mifipondu^, and have a^brded a, 
new fifbjea of ^|ry triumph to the enemies of the adminiflrat^n ; for 
very few of the tranr^dions which have been fafev^rety cenfurcd, 
fell under the particular infpe^ioi^ of tlie right honourable gentleman 

j^^iiUi wh«w ;l>? warn i? l^yetki i ^ ww wot o^^^^IWifc c<vi9erecd 
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in eounfelling or in ratifying, than u one of his majefty's prnj 
council; and therefore though they Ihould be defcfltvc, Idonatfee 
how it is reafenable or juft, that be Ihould be finglcd out from the 
lefl for difgrace or punilbment. ' 

The motion therefore, my Lords* appears to me neither founded 
on fw9> nor law, nor reafon, nor any better grounds than popular 
caprice, and private malevolence. 

If it is contrary to law to punifh without proof, if It is not agree- 
able to realbn that one Atoutd be cenfurcd for the offences of another, 
ifit is neceflary that fome crime fliould be proved, before any man 
can fuller as a criminal, then, my Lords, I am convinced that your 
LonMhips will be unanimous in rejeding the motion. 

The Dulce of Argyle fpoke next, as follows: — My Lords, if 
ve.will obflinately fiiutour eyes againft the light of conviAion, if 
we inll refolutely admit every degree of evidence that contributes to 
fapport the caufe which we are inclined to favour, and to reject the 
platDcft prooh when they are produced againft it, to reafon and de- 
bate is to little purpofe : as' no innocence can be Cife that has incurred 
the difplcafure of partial judges, fo no criminal that has the h^pi- 
neTs of being favoured by them, can ever be in danger. 

That any lord has already determined how to vote on the prelent 
oGcafion, far be it from me to allert : may it never, my Lords, be 
fiifpeAcd that private interef^ blind adherence to a party, perfonal 
kindnel) or malevolence, or any other motive than a fincere and un- 
mingled regard for the profperity of our country, influences the de- 
eifionsof this aOembly; for it is well known, my Lords, ihatau- 
tbority is founded on opinion; when once we lofe the efteem of the 
publick, outvotes, while we Oiall be allowed to give them, will be 
only empty founds, to which no other regard will be pud than a 
ftanding army (ball enforce. 

The veneration of the people, my Lords, will not eafily be loft : 
ihis houfe has a kind of hereditary claim to their confidence and re- 
fpe^i the great anions of our anceftors are remembered, and con- 
tribute to the reputation of their fucceflbrs'; nor do our countrymen 
willingly fufpe^ that they can be betrayed by the defcendants of 
thole, by wbofe bi^ivery and counfels they have been refcued from 
deftru£lion. 

But efteem muft langui(b, and confidence decline, unlefs they are 
Knewcd wid rcunimaud by new a£ta of beneficcnqcj and the higher 
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cxpefluioa* the nMtiKi way iaw formed of «ur pCRcUation to dif- 
cover its real adiranugei, and of out ftcadiUBfa to ftuCoc tbtm, tbe 
more violeiu viM be lu nttatmeatt if U fhall xppear on this Ippor- 
tant qudftion, that we are cither ignoraat or unoroui, that wc are ' 
uneaocetaei at the niirerici of the people* qt content ourfelvei with 
pitying ivhat our aitceftort nevei failed to redrefs. 

Let us therefore, my Lords* for our own intefeft, attend impar- 
tially to tbe voice of the fcopie * let us heat their conplaiou with 
teaderoeTf, and if at lafi we rged them, let it he evident that thef 
were impartially heard, and that we only differed from them hecaul^ 
ve were not convinced. 

Even then* my I/Oids* we fliall futfer £pr Ibme tinw under tbe 
fiifpicion of crimes* from which I hope we Oiall always be free* the 
people will imagine .that we were influenced by thofe whofe i»- 
tercfi it appears to continue their miferies, and, my Lotd** all the 
confolaiian that will he left ua^ mult aiife from the confcioufttelt of 
having done our duty. 

But, my Lords, this is to fuppofe what I believe no hiftory caa 
fuinifii ao example of* it is to conceive that we may enquire diligently 
after the true fiaie of natiOLnal affairs* and yet not difiuvcr it, ol not 
be able to prove it by fucb evidence as may (atisfy the people. 

Tbe people, my Lords, however they are mifreprefented by thofe 
who* from a long practice of treating them with dilregard, have 
learned to think and fpeak of them with contempt, are far from 
being eafily deceived, and yet farther from being eafiiy deceived into 
an opinion of their own unhappinefs : we have fome inllances of 
general fatisfadion, and ,an unlhaken affe^ion to the government, in 
, times when the publtcic good has not been very diligently confulied* 
but fcarccly any of perpetual murmurs and uoiverfal difcontent* where 
there have been plain evidences of opprellion, negligence, or treachery. 

Let us not therefore-, my Lords, think of the people as of a herd 
to be led or driven at pleafure, as wretches whofe opinions are 
founded upon the authority of fcditious fcribblers, or upon any other 
than that of reafon and experience ; let us not fufier them to be at 
once oppiclTed and ridiculed* nor encourage by our example the 
wretched advocates for thofe whom (hey confider as their enemies, 
nor reprefent them as imputing to the niifcondud of the miniilry (he 
late contrariety of the winds, and feverity of the winter. 

The people, my Lords, if they are miAakea (a their charge, are 
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piAakcn widi fuch evidenci on their fnk, u tvent mifled any nation 
b^jtti mat only tbeir teaSoa but t^r Ceo&a nuft hare betrayed them, 
pti tbofe marks of cercaiaty that hare hitherto efiabliflied truth, muft 
hive cembiaed in the fapport of falfbood. 

Tbey are perruaded, my Lords, too firmly peifuaded, to yield t^ 
their opinions to rhetoric, ortovotei, or any proof but demohflra- 
tion, that there tc a frj}, or to fpeaic in the language of the nation, « 
yijf minifler, one that hu the pofleffion of his foTeiergn's confidence 
and the power of excluding othen from hii prefence, one that'exaltt 
and degradci at his pleafure, and diftributes for his own purpofes the 
revenues of hit m^er, and thetreafureof thenali<Hi. 

Of this, «f tiords, can it be maintained thi^t they have no prooff 
Can this be termed a cbimerical fufpicion, which nothing can be pro- 
duced to fupport? How can power appear but by theexercife of itf 
What can prove any degree of influence or authority, but univerOl 
fubmiflion and acknowledgement? And fumly, my Lords, a rerf 
tranfiest fu rvey of the court and its dependents, muft afford fu£> 
ficieat conviiflion, that this nun is confidercd by all that are eng^ed 
in the admioi&ration, ai the only djfpofer of honours, farouri, aod 
mfiojtaenti. 

Attend Co any man, my Lords, who has lately been preferred, 
rewarded, or carefled, you will hear no expreffiona of gratitude but ta 
that man ; no other benefa^or is ever heard of, the royal bounty it- 
Hf is forgotten and snmentioned, nor is any return of loyalty, fide- 
lity, or adherence profefled, but to the minifler; theminiftcrt a 
tcrtn, which however lately introduced, is now in ufe in every place 
ID the kingdom, except this houfe. 

Preferments, my Lorda, whetber civil, ecclefiaftical, or military, 
are either wholly in bis hands, or tbofe who make it the bufinels of 
iheir lives to difcover the high road to promotion, arc unrverfatly 
deceived, and 'are daily offering their adorations to an empty phan- 
t«n thac hat nothing to beftow ; for, no fooner is any man infcfied 
with avarice or ambition, no fooner is extravagance reduced to beg 
new fuppltes from the publick, or wickednefs obliged to feek for 
flielter, than this man is applied to, and honour, confcicnce, and 
fortune oScred at his feet. 

Did either ihofc whofe ftudJes and ftation give them a claim to ad< 
Tutcement in the church, or thafe whofe bravery and long fcrvice en- 
wLc tb«qi 19 ffloie hgnouiablf pofis in the uny } did eiiber tbofq 

who . 
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who profeTs ta underfiawl thV Uvn of their own country, or the^ 
whodedare [hemlehrei Vsriod in the interefts and tranfafiioorof fo^ 
reign powprs, apply to any other man forpromotion or employment* 
he might then indeed be called the thief, bat not properly the fik 
minifler. • 

But it is well known, my Ixirils, many of us know it too welU 
that whatever be the piofcffion or the abilitiei of any perfon, there 
h no hope of encouragement or reward by any other method than that . 
. of application to thii man, that he ihaM certainly be di&ppointed 
who Jhall attempt to rife by any other intereft, and whoever fltall 
dare to depend on his honefty, bravery, diligence, or capacity, or 
to boaft any other tnetit than'that of implicit adherence to hi) mea- 
furei, {hall inevitably lie ntg\t£ted andobfcure. 

For this reafon, my Lords, every one whofe calmnefs of temper 
can enable him to fupport the light, without ftartsof indignation and 
falties of contempt, may daily fee at the levy of this great man, 
what I am afliamed to mention, a mixture of men of all ranks aixl 
all prolcflions, of men whofe birth and titles ought to exalt them 
above the meannels of cringing to a mere child of fortune, men wht^ 
ftudies ought to have taught them, that true honour is only to be 
gained byfleady virtue, and that all other arts, all the low applica- 
tions of flattery and lervility will terminate in contempt, difappoint- 
ment, and remorfe. 

This fcene, my Lords, is daily to be viewed, it is oftentstioufly 
dirplayed to the light of mankind, the mlnifter amufes htmfelf in 
publick with the fplendour, and number, and dignity of his flaves ; 
and his Haves with no more Oiame pay their proflratibns to their 
mafter in the face of day, and boafl of their refotutions to gratis 
and fupport him. And yet, my Lords, it is enquired why the people 
alTtrtlhai ihertfis ay«ibminifter i 

Thofe who deny, my Lords, that there is a fiU minifler to whom 
the mifcarriages of the government may judly be imputed, may eaft^ 
perfuade themfelves to believe that there have been no mifcarriages, 
that all the meafures were neceilary, and well formed; that there is 
neither poverty nor opprcJSon felt in the nation, that our compliance 
with France was no weaknefs, and that our dreid of the treaty of 
Vienna was not chimerical. 

The treaty of Vienna, my Lords, which has been the parent of 
fo nuny tetroii, confultations, embafliet, and alliances, is, I find. 
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sot yet to be acknowledged what it certainty was, a mere phaaionit 
an empty tUu&on fent by the arts of the Fiencb to terrify o|ir mi- 
oiflry. His late majcfty's teflimony is cited to prove that ftipulationa 
were really entered into. by the two powers allied by that treaty, 
t6 de&Toy our trade, fubrert our confiitution, and fet a new king ' 
upon the throne, witho^it confent of the nation, 

Sacb improbabilitiei, my Lords, ought indeed to be proved by a 
high teftimony, by a tcftimony which no man fhall dare to queftion 
or contradiQ ; for as any man is at liberty to confult his reabn, it 
will always remonftrate to him, that it is 00 lefs abfurd to impute 
the folly of deGgning Impoffibilities to any powers not remarkable 
for weak counfels, than unjyQ to fufped princes of intending injufief» 
to which they have not been incited by any provocation. 

But, my Lords, notwithftaoding the folemnity with which his late 
n^efty has been introduced, his teftlmoy can prove nothing more 
than that he believed the treaty to be fuch as he reprefents, that he 
bad been deceived into falfe appreheniions and uanecellaty cautions 
by his own miniilers, as they had been impofed upon by the agents 
of France. 

This is all, my Lords, that can be colleded from the royd 
Jpecch, and to Infer more from it is to fuppofe that the king was 
himlelf a party in the dcrigni formed againft him ; foi if he y/ia not 
himfelf engaged in this treaty, he could only be informed, by ano- 
dier, of the ftipulations, and could only report what he had beea 
told upon the' credit of the informer, a man, necelTarily of very 
little credit. Thus, my Lords, all the evidence of his late roajelly 
ranilhes into nothing more than the whifper of a fpy. 

But as great ftrefs ought doubtlefs to be laid upon intelligence 
which the nation is believed to purchaTe at a very high price, let it bp- 
caqnifed, what proofs ihofe have who dare to (aCpeSt the iagacity^ 
of our miniilers, toputin the balance againft their intelligence, and. 
it will be difcovered, my Lords, that they have a teftimony no lefs 
than that of the German emperor himfclf, who could not he mif-- 
taken with regard to the meaning of the treaty concluded at his J 
own court, and to. whom it will not be very decent to deny fuch a' 
degree of veracity as may fct him at leaft on the level with a traytor - 
and a hireling. * 

If the treaty of Vienna was an impofture, moft of our misfortunes i 
ace evidently produced by the weaknefs of the minifter; but cven_ 

fuppofing j 
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fiippofing it nnl* M it ma on\f a farmidiUe modwry, m idle 
threat titat could a«i>er b« executed, it wu not neceSary, that in 
«fdn to obviate it* we flwiild give ooifelves implicitly iato the bands 
ml France. 

It was not neceflary, my Lordc, Att we fbould fufier tbem firft 
to elude the treaty of Utrecbt, by oiaking a |K>rt at Mardylcc, ami 
then diie^y and openly to violate it by repairing DunKirk. That 
diia latter is a port contrary to treaty, the bills of entry at the Cntf. 
torn houfe daily fhew i and as the cuftoms are partictilarly under the 
inlpefiion of the cotnmiffioncrs of the treaftiry, this man canndt 
plead ignorance of this infradion, were no iafermation gina hiib 
fcyotber means. If it fiiould now be afked, my Lords, what in my 
•pinion ought to be done, I cannot advife that we fliould attempt to 
denndilb it by force, or draw upon ourfelves the whole power of 
France by a declaration of war, bat w4tat it nay be difficult now tt» 
remedy, it was once eafy to obviate. 

Had we fiiewn the fame contempt (rf the French power with tnr 
anceftors, and the fame fteadineft in our conncils, the fame finniieft 
Id our alliances, and the fame fpirit in our treaties, that court wotlhl 
never have ventured to break a known folemn AipulHtion, to have 
czafperated a brave and determined adverfary by fligrant injuftice, 
and to have cxpofed themfelves to the hazard of a war, in which it 
would hare been the intereft of every prince of Europe who regard- 
ed jufticc or ptrfbrity to wife their defeat. 

Now they fee us engaged in a war, my Lords, they may be ani- 
mated to a more daring contempt of the faith of treaties, and infuk n 
with yet greater confidmce of fuccefs, as they cannot but rnnarfe 
the cowardice or the ignorance with which we have hitherto carried 
on this war. They cannot but obfervethac either our miniffer means 
in reality to make war rather upon the Britons than the Spaniards, or 
that he is totally unacquainted with military affairs, and too vain to 
aft the opinion of othera who have greater knowledge than him- 
tlf. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more apparent dian that the minifier was 
forced by the continual clamours of the nation to declare war, coot- 
trar)' to his own inclination, and that he always affeded to charge it 
upon others, and to exempt bimfclf from the tinputatioa of it. It 
is therefure probable chat he has not aSed on this occafton fo wifely 
as even his own experience and penetration might, if they were ho- 

acflly 
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sefily employed, enable him to aA, and that he hai fuffered our 
connrets to be embarrailed, that he fees with great tranquillity thole 
Ibfiering by the war, at whofe requeft it waa begun, and imaginci it a 
proof of the excellence of his own fcheme, that chofe who forced 
him to break it, tatf in time repent of their importunities. 

For that in the management of the war, my Lords, no regard 
has been had either to the advantages which the courfe of our trade 
inevitably givea to our enemies, or to the weaknefs to which the ex- 
tent of their dominions neceflarily fubjeds them, that neither the in- 
tereftof the merchant has been confulted, nor the cafe of the na- 
tion in general regarded, that the treafure of the publick has been 
iqaandered, and that our military preparations have intimidated no 
nation but our own, is evident beyond contradi^ion. 

It is well known, my Lords, to every man but the Minlflier, that 
we have nothing to fear from either the fleets or armies of the Spa- 
niaids, that they cannot invade us except in America, Jind that they 
can only moleA us by intercepting our traders. This they can only 
efied by means of their privateers, whofe veflels being light and 
afiive may be eafily fitted out, nimbly feize their prey, and fpeedily 
retire. 

The experience of the laft French war, my Lords, might have 
taught us how much we have to fear from the adivity of men incited 
byprofpefts of private gain, and equipped with that care and vtgt- 
• lance, which, however omitted in national affairs, the intereft of 
particular men never fails to dilate. It is well known, my Lords, 
bow much we loft amidft our vidories and triumphs, and how fmall 
fecarity the merchants received from our magnificent navies, and ce- 
lebrated commanders. It was therefore furely the part of wife men, 
not to mifcarry twice by the fame omilBon, when they had an op- 
ponunity to fupply it. 

I need not inform your Lordfhips of what every reader of oewf^ 
papers can tell, and which common fenfe mufl eafily difcover, that 
privateers arc only to be fupprcfled by Oiipa of the fame kind 
with their own, which may fcour the feas with rapidity, purfue 
them into (hallow water, where great (hips cannot attack them, leize 
them as they leave tljc harbours, or deftroy them upon their own 
coafts. 

That this is in its own nature at once obvious to be contrived, and 
cafy to be done,- mult appear upon -the bar«- mention of it, and yet 
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that ittias Ikcr either treacberoMfly negje^d, or ignorantly oAiitted, 
the account) of every day have>long informed us. Not a week pa&9 
in which our fhips ace not fcized, and our Tailors carried into a flats 
of flavery. Nor does this happen only on the wide ocean which is too 
fpacious to be garfifoneda or upon our enemies coafls where they 
may have fomecimcs infuperable advantage;, but on our own Qiores, 
vithin fight of our harbours, and in titofe feas of which we vainly 
fiile our nation the fovereign. 

Who is there, my Lords, whofe indignation is not raifed at fuch 
ignominy ? Who is there by whom fuch negligence will not be re- 
fented i It cannot be alleged that we bad not time to make better 
preparations ; we bad expelled war long before we declared it, and 
. if the minifter was the only man by whom it was not expe&ed, it 
will make another head of accufation. 

Nor was his difregard of our dominions lefs flagrant than that of 
our trade ; it was publickly declared by Don Geraldino, that his 
maftcr would never give up his claim to part of our American co< 
lonies, which yet were neither fortified on the frontiers, nor fupplied 
with aims, nor enabled to oppofe an enemy, nor prote^ed againfi 
him. 

One man there is, my I^ords, whole natural geaeroCty, contempt 
4^' danger, and regard for the publick, prompted him to obviate the 
defignsof the Spaniards, and to attack them in their own territories, 
a qian whom by long acquaintance I can confidently affirm to have 
been equal to his undertaking, and to have learned the art ofwar by 
«r^ular education, who yet milcarried inhisdcfign, only for want 
of fupplies neceJIary to a poffibilitv of fuccefs. 

Nof is there, my Lords, much probability that the forces fent 
lately to Vernon will be more fuccefsful, for this is not a war ro be 
carried on by boys; the (late of the enemies dominions is fuch, 
partly by lituatioo, and partly by the negleiS of that man wbofe con- 
duA we are examining, that to attack them with any profpeA of ad- 
vantage, will require the judgment of an experienced commander 
of one who had learned his trade, not in Hyde-Park, but in the field 
of battle, of one that has been accuftomed to fudden exigencies 
and unfufpe£led difficulties, and has learned cautioully to form, and 
readily to vary his fchemes. 

An officer, my Lords, an officer qualified to invade kingdoms is 
not formed by bluitciing in hisquaiters, by drinking on birth-aights. 
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or dancing at ademblici ; nor even by the more important fervicei of 
regulating ele£lions, and fupprcfltng thole infurfeflions which are 
produced by the decay of our manufadures. Many gallant colonels 
have led out their forces againft women and children, with the ex- 
adcft order, and fcattered terror ovtr numeroui bodies of colliers and 
weavers, who would find difficulties not very caTily furoiounuble* 
were they to force a pafs, or florm a fortrefs. 
But, my Lords, thofe whom wc have dcfiined for thcconqueft of 
. America, have not even fluQiei] their arms with Aich fervices, nor 
have learned what is mod neceflary to be learned, the habit of 
obedience; they are only fuch as the late frofi hindered from the ex~ 
ercifc of (heir trades, and forced to fcek for bread in the fervice j 
ibey have fcarcety had time to learn the common motions of the ex- 
ffcife, or diOinguilh the words of command. 

Nor are their officers, my Lords, extremely well qualified to fup- 
pl]^ thofe defers, and cftablifh difcipline and order in a body of new 
raifed forces j for they are abfolutely llrangers to fervice, and taken 
from fcbool to receive a commiflion, or if iranfplanted from other 
legiments, have had time only to learn the ait of drcfs. We have 
fent foldiers undifciplincd, and officers unable to inllruA them, and 
fit in expedatton of conquefts to be made by one boy afiing under 
the diredion of another. 

To their commander in chief, my Lords, I objefl nothing but 
his inexperience, which is by no means to be imputed to his neg- 
ligence, but his want of opportunities ; though of the reft fuiely it 
may be faid that they are fuch a fwarm as were never before fent out 
on military defigns ; and, in my opinion , to the oiher equipments, 
the government (bould have added provilions for women to nurfe 
tbem. 

Had my knowledge of war, my Lords, been thought fufficient 
to have qualified me for the chief command in this expedition, or 
had my advice been sliced with regard to the Condud of it, I Oiould 
willingly have aflifled my country with my peifon or my counfels j 
but, my Lords, this man who engrofles all authority, feems like- 
wife to believe that he is in poflciEoa of all knowledge, and that 
he is equally capable, as he is equally willing* to ufurp the fupreme 
and uncontroulable dtre^ion both ofciviland military affairs. 

Why new forces were raifed, my Lords, is very eafy to judge ; 
new forces required new commilTioas, and new commiffions pro- 
VoL. L N ducod 
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duced new dependencies, which might be of ufe to the minifter at 
the approaching ele£lion ; but why the new-raifed troops were fent 
on this expedition rather than thofe which had beea loogcr difci- 
plinrd, it is verf difficult to a£gn a leafon, unlefs it waa confidered 
that fome who had commands in them had likewifc feats in the fenate, 
and the minider was (oo grateful to expole his friends to danger^ 
andtoo piudenc to hazard the loTs of a fiagU vote. Befides the 
commander in chief, there is but one fcnator in the expedition, and, 
tny Lords, he is ona of too great integrity to be corrupted, and, 
though fenftblc of the wealcnefe of the troops, too brave to quit his 
poft. How much our country may fufTer by fuch ahfurd conduS, I 
need not explain to yourLonJlhips j it in>y eafily be conceived how 
much one defeat may difpirit the nation, and to what anempisoDc 
victory may excite our enemies, thofe enemies, whom under a fleadj 
and wife adminillration, we ibould terrify into fubmiffion, even 
tvLihout an army. 

I cannot forbear to remark on this occafion, how much the igoo- 
ranceof thisman has expofed a very important part of ourfbrciga 
dominions to the attempts of the Spaniards, Gibraltar, my Lords, is 
well known to be (o fituated, as to be naturally in very little danger of 
-an attack from the land, and to command the country to a great 
dillance; but ihefe natural advantages are now taken away, or g real' 
)y Icflened by new fortifications, erc£lcd within much lefe than gun- 
fhot of the place, creded in the light of the garrtfon, and while 
one of our admirals was cruizing upon the coaft. 

The pretence, my Liords, upon which they were ere£led, was, 
that though Gibraltar was granted to Britain, yet there was no dif- 
ttlEt appendent to it, nor did the Britilb authority extend beyond 
the walls of the town: this poor excufe did the chicanery of ibc 
Spaniards invent, and with this, my Lords, was our minifter con- 
tented, either not knowing or not appearing toknow what, I hope, 
the children whom we have difpaeched to America, have been 
taught, and what no man verfed in national affairs can be ignorant 
of without a dime, that when a fortrefs is yielded to another natiooi 
the treaty always virtually includes, even without mentioning it|- 
an extent of lend as far as the guns of the fortiiication can reach. 

Whether this man, my Lords, was fo ignorant as to be deceived 
thus grofsly^ or fo abandoned as willingly to deceive his country, he 
ii equally unqualtiied to fupport the office of &ift miniAer, and al- 

neft 
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moft equally ieCtne* to be piofecuted by the indignation andjuf- 
tice of thii ailembly in tht fevereft manner; for how great tnuft be 
hit wickedner« who uodertakes a charge above his abilities, when 
Jiiscountry may be probably ruined by bis errors i 

Your LordOiips canQot but obfervct that I malce u(b rather oT the 
term minilter than that of Che adtnin ill ration, which others are To de- 
firouB tofubftilutein its place, either to elude all enquiry into the ma- 
nagement of OUT affairs, or to cover their own fhamcful dependence. 

Adminiftration, my Lords, appears to me a term without amean- 
Jng, a wild indeierminate word, of which none can tell whom it 
implies, or how widely it may extend : achargeagainft tbeadminif- 
tration may be imagined a general cenfute of every officer in the 
whole fubordinaiion of government, a general accufation of in- 
ftruments and agents, of mafters and Haves ; my charge, my Lords, 
iiagainft tbc minifter, againft that man who is believed by every 
one in the nation, and known by great numbers, to have the 
chief, and whenever he pleafci to require it, the fole diredlon of the 
publick meafures, he, to whom all the other minifters owe their 
deration, and by wbofe fmile they hold their power, their falaries, 
and their dignity. 

That this appellation is not without fufficient reafon beftowed upon 
that man, I have already proved to your Lordlhips ; and as it has 
already been made appear that common fame is a fufficient ground of 
tccufation, it will eafily be ^ewn that this man has a juit claim to 
the title of minifler, for if any man be told of an accufation of the 
minifter, he will not afk the name of the perfon accufed. 

But there is in themotion one tide conferred upon him, to which 
lie has no pretenfions ; for theie is no law for filling him the firlt 
commiffioner of the treafury. Thccommiflioners, my Lords, who 
difcfaargein a collefiivti capacity the office of lord high treafurcr, 
tie conftituted by the fame patent, invefted with equal power and 
equal dignity, and I know not why this man (bould be exalted to 
any hiperiofiiy over his aflbciates. 

If we take, my Lords, a review of our affairs, and examine the Hate 
of the nation in all its relations and all its circumftances, we cannot 
furely conceive that we are in a flate of profperity, unlefs difcontent 
at home, and fcorn abroad, the negleAofour allies, and infolence of 
our enemies, the decay of trade, and multitude of our impofts, are 
to be confidcied as-pTooft of a profperous and fluurilhing nation. 
N a Will 



l80 OIBATEOW [PEB. 13, 

Will it be alteged, my Lords, his thia man one friend adventur- 
ous enough to alTert in open day, that the people ate not llarving by 
thoufands, and murmuring by millions, that univerfal mifery docs 
not overrpread the nation, and that this hojrid feries of calamitiet 
is not univcirdty among all conditions imputed to the condufi of 
thi9 man i 

That great evils are fett, my Lords, no Briton, I am cerUin, 
whs convcrfcs promifcuoufly with hit countrymen, will attempt to 
difpute, and until fonie other caufe more proportioned to the effed 
ihall be affigned, I flial) join with the publick in their opinion, and 
n-hile I think this man (he author of our miferies, fliall conclude 
ii necelTary to comply with the motion. 

Lord Hakdwick fpoLe next, to the following eSeSk : — My Lords, 
though I very readily admit, that crimes dtight to b= punilhed, that 
a treacherous ad mini ft ration of publick affairs is tn a very high de- 
gree criminal, that even ignorance, where it i* the confequcnce of 
tieglefl, deferves the fevereft animadvcrfion, and that it is the pri- 
vilege and duty of this houfe to watch over the Kate of the nation, and 
inform his majefty of any errors committed bj^his miniflers;yctlam 
far from being convinced either of the jufticc or necciCty of the mo- 
tion now under conilderation. 

The moll flagrant and invidious part of the charge againft the 
right honourable gentleman appears t4 coofift in this, that he has 
cngrofied an exorbitant degree of power, and ufurped an unlimited 
influence over the whole fyftem of government, that be difpofes of 
all honours and prefermenu, and that he is not only /r^ but /lit 
minifter. 

But of this boundlels ufurpation, my Lords, what proof has been 
laid before you i What beyond loud exaggerations, pompous rhetoric, 
and fpecious appeals to common fame j common fame, which at leaft 
may fometimes err, and which, though it may afford fufficicnt 
ground for fufpicion and enquiry, was never yet admitted as con- 
clufive evidence, where the immediate neceffitiet of the publick did 
not preclude the common forms of examination, where the power 
of the offender did not make it dangerous to attack him by a le- 
gal profecution, or where the conduct of the accufers did not plainly 
(iiTcover that they were more eager of blood than of juftice, and more 
folliciious to dellruy than to convi£t. 

1 hope none of thefccircutnftancesj m/Lordsj can at prefent ob- 

Orua 
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&ta& a candid and deliberate enquiry : with regard to the publick, 
I am not able to difcovei any prelBng exigences that demand a more 
compendious method of proceeding, than the eltablifhcd laws of the 
land, and the wifdom of our ancefion have prcfcribed. I icnow not 
any calamity that will be aggravated, nor any danger that will 
become mote formidable, by iiifiering this queftion to be legally 
tried. 

Nor is there, my Lords, in the circumftances of the perfon ac- 
culed, any thing that can incite us to a bally procefs } for if what ii 
alleged by the noble L«rda, is not exaggerated beyond the truth, if 
he is univerfally detefted by the whole nation, and loaded with exe- 
cration! by the publick voice, if he is confidercd aa the author of all 
our miferiei, and the fource of all our corruptions, if be has ruined 
Our trade, and deprelTed our power, impoveri{bed the people and at- 
tempted to enllave them, there is at leaft no danger of an infurrec- 
tion in bis favour, or any probability that his party will grow flronger 
by delays. For, my Lords, to find friends in adverfity, and aOettors 
in diftrefs, ii only the prerogative of innocence and virtue. 

The gentleman againft whom this formidable charge is drawn up, 
is, I think, not fufpeAed of any intention to have recoutfe cither 
to force or flight, he hat always appeared willing to be ttied by the 
laws of hit country, and to ftaod an impartial examinaticm, he nei- 
ther oppofes nor eludes enquiry, neither flies from juftice, nor de- 
fies it. 

And yet lefs, my Lord^, can I fufpeA that thofe by whom he is ac- 
cufed, a£l from any motive that may influence them to defire a fen- 
tence not fupported by evidence, or conformable to truth ; or that 
they can wifli the ruin of any man whofe crimes are not notorious 
and flagrant, that they perfecute from private malice, or endeavour 
to exalt themfelves by the fall of another. 

Let us therefore, my Lords, enquire before we determine, and fuf- 
kr evidence to precede our fentence. The charge, if it is juft, muft 
be by iu own nature eafily proved, and that no proof is brought, 
may perhaps be fuflicient to make us fufpe^l that it is not juft. 

For, my Lords, what is the evidence of common fame, which 

has been fo much exalted, and fo confiJently produced? Does not 

every man fee that on fuch occafions two quLAions may be alked of 

which perhaps neither can eafily be anfwered, and which yet mitft 

N 3 both 
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both be refolved before common fame csn be ajqiitted as a proof of 
faas. 

It is firft to be enqulrecl, nijr Lords, whether the reports of feme 
aire nccefTaiily or even probably true ? A queftion very intricate and 
^iffu{)ve, entangled with a thoufand, and involving a tboufand dif- 
tinSions ; a gueftion of which it may be laid, that a man may very 
plaufibly maintain either fide, and of which perhaps after months 
or years wafted in difputation, no other decifion can be obtained 
than what is obvious at the 6ift view, that they are often true, and 
often falfc, and, therefore, can only be grounds of enquiry, not 
reafons of determination. 

But if it appear, my Lords, that this oracle cannot be deceived, 
we are th:n to enquire after another difficulty, we are to enquire 
wtat it fame f 

Is fame, my Lordst that fame which cannot err, a report that 
flies on a fuddcn through a nation, Qf which no man can difcover 
the original, a fudden blaft of rumour, that inflames or intimidates 
a people, and obtains without authority a general credit ? No maq 
verfed in hiflory can enquire whether fuch reports may not deccire. 
Is fame rather a fettled opinion prevaling by degrees, and for fome 
time eftablifhed f How -long then, my Lords, and in what degrea 
(Tiuft it have bceti eflabliflied to obtain undoubted credit, and wheq 
daes it commence infallible ? If the people are divided in their opj- 
nioni, as in all publlclc queltions it has hitherto happened, fame is, 
Ifuppofe, thevoice of the majority^ for if the two parties are equa) 
in their numberSj fame will be equal ; then how gteat muft be the 
majority before it can lay claim fo this powerful auxiliary ? And 
Itpw Ihall that majority be numbered ? 

Thefeijueftions, my Lords, may he thought, perhaps with juf- 
tice, too ludicrous in this place, but in my opinion they contribute 
to fliew the precarious and unccttaiii nature of (he cyidenfe fo much 
^onfid^d in. 

Comition fime, iny Lords, is to every man only what be bimfelf 
con^monly hears j and it is in the power of any man's acquaintance 
to vitiate the evidence which they report, and to ftun him with cla- 
mcuirs, and tcrri^ him with app(ehen(ions of miferies nejer felt and 
dangers invifible. But without fuch a combination, we art to re- 
(««[nber tjigt qioft Ricfl itffqci^t? ^\\^ thcffc of ^hcir own opinions, 
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ind [hat the rank of thafe that compore thii aHembly naturally dil^ 
pofcs Tuch as are admitted to their company* to relate, or to invent 
fuch reports as may be favourably received, fo that what appeari to 
one Lord the general voice of common fame, may by another be 
ihougbt only the murmur of a petty foiSion, dcTpicable with-regaid 
to tbeir number), and deteRable if we confider their principles. 

So difficult u it, my Lords, to form any folid judgment concern- 
ing the extent and prevalence of any 'particular report* and the de- 
gree of credit to be given to it. TheinduHry of -a party may fupply 
the defcd of numbers, and fome concurrent circumftaoces may con> 
tribute to give credit to a falfe report. 

Bat, my Lords, we are ourfelves appealed to as witneSes of the 
truth of fads which prove him to be fih minider, of the number 
of his dependents, the advancement of his friends, the difappoint- 
ments of his opponents, and the declarations made by his followers 
of adherence and fidelity. 

If it fliould be granted, my Lords, that there is nothing in thefc 
reprefen tat ions exaggerated beyond the truth, and that nothing fs 
reprefented in an improper- light, what confequence can we draw, 
but that the ftdlowers of this gentleman, make ufe of thofe arts 
which have alwaya been pra^ifed by the candidates of preferment, 
that they endeavour to gain their patron's fmile by flattery and pane- 
gyric, and to keep it by afSduity and an appearance of gratitude. 
And if fuch applications exalted any man to the authority and title 
of firft minifter, the nation has never in my memory been without 
fooie man in that ftation, for there is always fome one to whom am- 
bition and avarice have paid their court, and whofe regards have 
bern purchafed at the expence of truth. 

Nor is it to be wondered at, my Lords, that pofts of honour and 
prolit have been bellowed upon the friends of the adminiftration ; for 
who enriches or exalts his enem(.es ? Who will encreafe the influence 
that is to be exerted agatnfl him, or add ftreugib to the blow that is 
levelled at himfelf I 

That the right honourable gentleman is the only difpofer of ho- 
nours has never yet appeared i it is not pretended, my Lords, that 
he diftributes them without the confent of his majefty, nor even that 
nil recommendation is abfolutely necelTary to the. fuccefs of any 
man's applications. If he has gained more of bis majefty's con- 
&leDcc and eftecm than any otbcr,of his fervamts, be has doneonly 
N 4 what 
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what every man endeavours, ^nd whet therefore is not to b; imptifted 
to him as a crime. 

It is impoffible, mj Lords, that kings, like other men, Ibould 
not have particular motions of inclination or diflike ; it is poffible, 
that they may fix their aflle^ion upon objcfis not in the higheft de- 
gree worthy of their regard, and overlook others that may boaft c^ 
greater excellencies and more (hining merit, but this is not to be Aip- 
pofed without proof, and the regard of the king, as of any other 
map, is one argument of defert more tbaR be can produce, who has 
endeavouredafter it without effe£t. 

This imputed ufurpation mufl be proved upon him either by his 
own confeffion, or by the evidence of others ; and it has not been yet 
pretended that he aflumrs the title of prim* ministry or indeed, that 
it is applied to him by any but his enemies, and it may ealily be con- 
ceived how weakly the moft uncorrupted innocence would be fup- 
poned, if all the afperlicns of its enemies were to be received as 
proofs againfl it. 

Nor does It appear, my Lords, that any other evidence can bs 
brought againR him on this head, or that an^' man will ftand forth 
. and affirm that either he has been injured himfclF by this gentleman, 
or known any injury done by him to another by the exertion of au- 
thority wirfi which be was not lawfully invefted ; fuch evidence, my 
Lords, the laws of our country require to be produced before any 
man can be punilhed, cenfured, or difgraced. No man is obliged to 
prove his innocence, but may call upon his profecutors to fuppoft 
. their acCufation, and why this honourable gentleman, whatever may 
have been his conduA, fhould be treated in a diffi;rent manner thao 
any other criminal, I am by no means able to difcover. 

Though there has been no evidence offered of his guilt, your 
Lordftips have heard an atieftation of his innocence, from the noble 
diike whofpoke firft agaiiiA the motion, of whom it cannot be fuf- 
pc&ed that he would, voluntarily, engage to anfwer for meafures 
which he purfued in blind compliance with the direction of another. 
The fame teftimony, my Lords, can I produce, and affirm with 
equal truth, that in theadminiftratlon of my province, I am indo- 
pendent, and left entirely to the decifions of my own judgment. 

In every government, my Lords, as in every family, fome either 
by accident or a natural induAry, or a fupcrior capacity, or Torn c 
«tl):r caufe, wi]l be engaged ii] ^re bkifipefs, and treated with more 

Coafidencfl 
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conBdence than Others ; butif eveij maniswillingtoanrvrer for the 
conduA of his own province, there is all the recuiity againfl corrup- 
tion that can pollibly be obtained ; for if every man's regard to his 
own fafety and repuution will prevent him from betraying his truft or 
abufmg his power, much more will it incite him to prevent any mif- 
condud in another for which he muft himfelf be accountable. Men 
are ufually fufficiently tenacious of power* and ready to vindicate their 
feparate rights, when nothing but their pride is aiFeSed by the u(ur- 
patton, but furely no man will patiently fufFer his' province to be in- 
vaded when hemay himfelf be ruined by the conduftofthe invader. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears to me to be not only without proof, 
lut without probability, and the iirft minifier can, in my opinion, 
- be nothing more than a formidable illullon, which, when one maa 
thinks he has feen it, be fliews to another as caCly frighted as him- 
felf, who joins withbiminpropagatingthenotion, and in fpreading 
terror and refrntmenC over the nation, till at laft the panic becomes 
general, and what was at firft only whifpered by malice or prejudice 
in the cars of ignorance or credulity, is adopted by common fame, 
and echoed bacic from the people to the fenatc. 

I have hitherto, my Lords, confined myfelf to the confiJeratioo of 
one fingle article of this complicated charge, becaufe it appears to 
IK to be tlie only pare of it neced'ary to be examined ; for if once 
it be acknowledged that the affairs of the nation are tranfacted not 
by the minifier but ihe adminillration, by the council in which 
fVery man that fits there has an equal voice and equal authority, 
the blame or praifc of all the meafures mull be transferred from him 
to the council, and every man that has advifed or concurred in 
thtm, tvill deferve the fame cenfurc or the fame applaufe ; as it i< 
snjiift to punilh one man for the crimes of another, it is unjufi to 
chufe one man out for punifhmcnt from among many others equally 
guilty. 

But I doubt not, my Lords, when all thofe meafures are equitably 
conlidered, there will be no punilbment to be dreaded, becaufe nei- 
ther negligence nor treachery will be difcovered. For, my Lords, 
with regaiii to the treaty of Vienna, Ictus fuppofe our minidcri 
deceived by ignorant or corrupt intelligence, let us admit that they 
Kcre cautious where there was no danger, and neglected fome op- 
poitunities, which, if ihey had received better information, they 
RKght b2ve impioved to the advantage and fecurity cf the nation- 

What 
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What have they done even under all thefe di&Jvar.tageous fuppofi* 
tions, but followed the lights which they judged moft cleati aad by 
which they hoped to be conducled to honour and to fafety? 

Policy, my Lords, is very difTcrent from prefcience, the utmnA 
that can he attained is probability, and that for the moft part in i 
low degree. It is obrerved that no man is wife but as you take into 
confideraiion the wealcnefs of another; a maxim more eminently 
true of political wifdom, which conlifla, \ery often, only in dif- 
covering dcfigns which could never be known but by the folly or 
treachery of thofe to whom they are truRcd. If our enemies were 
wifeenough to keep theirown fecret!!, neither our minifters nor oui 
patriots would be able toknow or prevent their defigns, nor would it 
be >ny reproach to their fagacity, that they did not know what do< 
body would tell them. 

If therefore, my Lord?, the princes, whofe inlerefi is contrary to 
our own, have been at any time ferved by honell and wife men, there 
was a time when our miniAers could ai5l only foy conje^ure, aoil 
might be miftaken without a crime. 

If it w:is always in o^tr power to penetrate into the intentions of 
our enemies, they mufl necelTarily have the fame means of making 
ihemfelves acquainted with our projeiSs, and yet when any of them 
are difcovered we think it juft to impute ic to the regligcnce of the 
minifler. 

T)ius, my Lords, every man is inclined to judge with prejudice 
and partiality. When wc fufTcr by the prudence of our enemies, we 
charge our miniflers with want of vigilance, without confideriog, 
that very often nothing is neceflary to elude the moll penetrating 
fagacity, but obflinace filcnce. 

If we enquire into the tranfadions of palt times, fhall we find any 
man, however renowned for his-abi:iiies, not fometimes impofed 
vpon by falfhoods, and fometimes betrayed by his own rcafoiting) 
into mcafures de{lru<9ivc of the purpofes which he endeavoured lo 
promoted There is no man of whofe penetration higher ideas hive 
been juftly formed, or who gave more frequent proofs of an un- 
common penetration into faturity than Cromwell ; and yet fiicceeding ■ 
times have fufficiently difcovered the weaknefi of aggrandizing 
France by depreffing Spain, and we wonder now how fo much poixj ^ 
could fall into fo grofs an error, as not rather to fuffcr power to re- 
main in the diflant enemy, tbaa truufer it to aootbei equally divided 

fioia ' 
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from us by intereft> and far more formidable by the fituadon of hU 
dttmiiHom. 

Cromwell, my Lords, fufTcred himfelf to be hurried away bf 
the near prorpeit of pfefent advantages, and the apprehenlion of pre- 
fctit dangers; and every other man has been, in the fame manner, 
kmftimcs deluded into a preference of a fmaller prefent advantages 
to a grater which was more remote. 

Let it not be urged, my Lords, that politics ire advanced Jince 
the time of Cromwell, and that errors which might then becom- 
oiited by the wifeft adminiftration, are now grofs and reproachful; 
we ate to remember that every part of policy has been equally im- 
proved, and that if more tnethods of difcovcTy have been firuckout> 
there have been likewife more arts invented of eluding it. 

When, therefore, wc enquire into the conduft, or examine the 
abilities of a minitler, we are not to txpeSt that he Ihould appear 
never to have been deceived, but that he fhould never be found to have 
negledcdany proper means of information, nor ever to have willingljr 
given up the intereft of his country ; but we are not to impute to bia 
weaknefi what is only to be afcribed to the wifdom of thofe whom he 
oppoled. 

If this plea, my Lords, is reafbnable, it will be neceflary for 
thofe who fupport the motion, to prove, not only that the treaty of 
Vienna was never made, but that the f^lhood of the report cither 
was or might have been known by our minifters, otherwife thoA 
vbo ire inclined to retain a favourable opinion of their integrity and 
■bi'tlies, may conclude, that they were either not millalcen, or were 
led into error by fuch delufions as would no Icfs cafily have impofcd 
on their accufers, and that by exalting their enemies to their flationtt 
ihey Ihall not much confult the advantage of their country. 

This moiioni therefore, my Lords, founded upon no Bcknow« 
ledged, no indifputable fafls, nor fupported by legal evidence ; this 
motion, which by appealing to common4famc, as the uliimate 
judge of every man's ai^ions, may bring every man's life, or fortune, 
into danger; this motion, which condemns without hearing, and 
decides without examining, I cannot but rejefl, and hope your 
(•ordQiips will concur with mc. 

Lord Carlisle fpokc next, to the following purport:— My 

Lords, thcftate of the queRion before ds ha», in my opinion, not 

feen rightly appteh?«d(ijl b^ the nub!? l<otd who fpoke laft, nor is 
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• the innocence or guilt of the minifter Ai chief <]uefiion before us, 
becaufe a miniver mzy pofEbly mean well, and yet be in rome par- 
ticular circumflsnces unqualified for his ftadon. 

He may not only want the degree of knowledge and ability re- 
^ulfite to make his good intentions effei^ual, but, my Lords, how- 
ever (kilful, fagacious, or diligent, be may be fo unfortunate in fome 
parts of his condud, as to want the eftecm and confidence of the 
people. 

That a verf able and honeft miniller may be mirinformed by bii 
intelligence, difappoinred by his agents, or baffled by other men of 
equal capacity and integrity with himfelF, cannot be controverted ; 
but it muft furely be owned liltewife, that when this has happened 
fo often, and in cafes of fuch importance, as to deprive him entirely 
of the regard and afTe^^ion of the people ; when he is reduced to 
intrench himfelf behind his piivilcge;, to employ all the inBuen'cq of. 
the crown for his own fecurity, and make tt his daily endeavour to 
create new dependencies, he ought to be pitied and difcarded. 

That this is the ftate of the minifter whofe removal is defired by 
the motion, caAnot be denied ; the exaltation of his adherent) to 
placet and preferments, the noble lord has been To far from quelliOn- 
ing, that he hasendeavoured tojuftify it, and has in plain terms en- 
quired, who would have aded otherwife f 

Everyman, my Lords, would have a^ed otherwife, whofe cha- 
TiQcT had not been blalled by genctal detcRation ; every man would 
have aded otherwife who preferred the publick good to his own con- 
tinuance in power ; and every man has ai^ed otherwife who has dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf as a friend to the puMick. 

It is the intereft of the nation, my Lords, that every office fliould 
be filled by that man who is moft capable of difcharging it, what- 
ever may be his fentiments with regard to the minifter i and that hri 
attention Ihould be confined to his employment rather than dilba£ted 
by various concerns ai^oppofite rebtions. It is therefore an injury 
to the publick, toihruJla (kilful cnmmifEoncr into the fenaie, or to 
embarrafs an induflrious fenator with a poft or commiflion. 

Yet, my Lords, that multitudes have obtained pUce!', who have 
no acquaintance with the duties of their offices, i:or any other pre- 
tentious to (hem, than that they have feats in the other houfe, and 
that by diftinguifliing himfelf in that aflembly, any man may moft 

. ea/ily 
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e«lil7 obtain the prefcnnents of the crown, is too obvious for con- 
tro»etfy. 

This [ffaSice, my Loids, is a fufficient foundation for the motion ; 
a pra3tce fo injurious to the nation, fo long continued, and To opciily 
avowed, requires to be vigoroully oppofed, left it Ihould become efta- 
UiflKd by long cufiom, and enungle itfelf with our conAitution. 

If the mtnifter, my Lords, has made it necelTary to employ none 
but his adherents and blind followers, this neceility is alone a fufit- 
cient proof how Utile he confides in his own prudence or integrity, 
how apprehenftve he is of the cenfure of the fenate, and how defirous 
of continuing hia authority, by avoiding it. And furely, my Lords, 
it is our duty, as well a« our right, to addrefs the tlironc, that a mi- 
nifter fliould be removed who fears the people, lince few men fear 
without hating, and nothing fo much contributes to make any man 
an «nemy to his country, as the confcioufnefs that he is univerfalljr 
■bborred. 

But, my Lords, if this is done by him without necelEty, if the 
general preference of his friends is only the confequence of mif- 
talcen judgment, or corrupt gratitude, this addrefs is equally necefldry, 
becaufethe efFe^ts are equally pernicious. 

When a minifter fufpe^icd of ill intentions is continued in employ* 
ment, difcontent muft naturally fpreaJ over the nation; and if the 
end of government be the bappinefs of the people ; if fufpicion and 
je^Ioufy be contrary to a Hate of happinefs i and if this fufpicion 
which generally prevails, this difcoment which fills the whole nation, 
can only be appcafed by the removal of the minifter ; prudence, 
juflice, and the examples of our anceftors, ought to influence us to 
endeavour that the affairs of the nation may be transferred to fuch 
whofe greater integrity or wifdom has recommended them to the affec- 
tion of thepe<^lc. 

In this motion, therefore, wc need not be fuppofed to imply that 
the minifter is cither ignorant or corrupt, but that be is difliked by 
the people, difliked to fuch a degree, my Lords, that it is not fafe 
for his majcfty to employ him. 

It is doubtldfs our duty, my Lords, to guard both the rights of the 
people, and the prerogatives of the throne, and with equal ardour 
to rem on Urate to his majefty the diftreffes of his fubje^s, and his own 
danger. We are to hold the balance of the conftitution, and nei- 
ther to [uS:t the regal pofrer to be overborne hy a torrent of popular 

fury. 



fiiry, nor the people to be opprcfled by ao illegal eicertion of authority, 
or the more infupponable hardOtips of uoreafonable laws. 

Brthismouon, myLordi, thehappinefs of the people, and the 
purity of his majefly, are at once confultcd, norcanwcfuppTcUfo 
general a clamour, without failing equally in our duty to both. 

To what, my Lords, is the untimely end of fo many kings and 
emperors to be imputed, but to the cowardice or treachery of their 
counfellots, of tbofe to whom they trufted that intercourfe, which 
is always to beprefervcd between a monarch and his people? Were 
kingshoneftly informed of the opinions and difpolitions of their fub- 
jeds, they would never, or at leafl rarely perfift in fiich rotafurcs, 
as by exafperaiing the people, tend necelTarily to endanger themrdvcs. 
It is the happinels of a Britifh monarch, that he bat a ftanding 
and hereditary council, compofed of men who dd not owe their ad* 
Tincemcnt to the Aniles of caprice, or the intrigue* of a court, 
who are therefore, neither under the influence of a falfe gratitude, 
nor of s fervile dependence, and who may convey to the throne the 
fcntiments of the people, witboiit danger, and without fear. But, 
my Lords, if we are either too negligent, or too timorous to do 
our duty, how is the condition of our fovcreign more fafe, or more 
happy than that of an emperor of Turkey, who is often ignorant 
of any complaints made againfl the adminiftration, till be bears tha 
people thundering at the gates of his palace. 

I^t us therefore, my Lo^ds, whatever may be our opinion of the 
conduct of the minillcr, inform his majefty of the difconient of bit 
Tubjefls, fmce whether it is juA or not, the danger is the fame, 
and whenever any danger threatens the Icing, we ought either to 
enable him to oppofc, or caution him to avoid it. 

X^rd Cholmondbley fpoke next, to the following cffeQ :— 
My Lords, I cannot but obferve in this debate an ambition of po- 
pularity, in my opinion not very confident with the freedom of de- 
bate, and the dignity of this aA'embly, which ought to be influenced 
by no other motive than the force of reafon and truth. 

It has been a common method of eluding the efficacy of arguments 
to charge the opponent with blind adherence to iniereft, or corrupt 
compliance with t!ied!re<5iions of acourt ; nor has it been lefs frequent 
to prevent enquiries into publick meafures, by reprefenting them if 
the clamours of f^flion, the murmur* of difobedicnce, and the pre- 
lude to rebellion. 

So 
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So neceffary, my Lords, has it been always thought to be unln- 
flueaced in our examinations by dependence or intereft, that the moft 
irtefragable rcafons have loft the power of conviflion by the con-* 
dition and chara^ers of thofe by whom they were produced, and (o . 
much is it expected from innocence and juftice to defpife all foreigtt 
affiftaace, and to ftand the teft of enquiry without' aCking the fup- 
poit of power, that every man has been concluded guilty that hat 
fled for flielter to the throne. 

And furely, my Lords, if that man*s fufFrage is of little weight 
who appears determined to fubfcribe to the di^tes of a miniffer, no 
greater credit can be aUgnsd to another who profeOes himfelf only 
the echo of the clamours of the populace. If ic be a. proof of 
a weak caufe, and confcioufnefs of mifconduA to apply to the 
crowa for fecurity and protection, it may be accounted an sc- 
knowledgement of the infufficlency of arguments, when the peo- 
ple i( called in to fecond them, and they are only to expe& fuccef* 
from the violence of multitudes. 

That all government is inllituted for the happinefs of the people, 
that their inteieft ought to be the chief care of the legifiature, that 
their complaints ought patiently to be heard, and their grievances 
Jpecdily redreflej, are truths well known, generally acknowledged, 
and I hope always predominant in the mind of every Lord in this 
aflembly. fiut, that the people cannot err, that the voice of fame 
jy to be regarded as an oracle, and every murmur of difcontent to 
be paci&ed by a change of meafures, I have never' before heard, <f 
beard it only to difregard it. 

True tendernefs for the people, my Lords, is toconfult their ad- 
vantage, to protei^ (heir liberty, and to prefcrve their vittue ; and 
perhaps examples may be found fufficicnt to inform us that all thefe 
Kfk&% are often to be produced by means not generally agreeable to 
thepublick. 

It is pofiibic, my Lordi, for a very fmall part of the people to 
form juft idea* of the motives of tranfai5iions and the tendency of 
laws. All negotiations with foreign powers are ncceiTarilycompli- 
cated with many diiferent interefts, and varied by innumerable 
c ire urn (lances, influenced by fudden exigencies, and defeated by 
unavoidable accidents. Laws have refpeiS to remote confequences, 
and involve a multitude of relations which it requires long fludy to 
difcover. And bow difficult it is to judge of political conduit, or 

le^iflative 
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legilTativA proceedinga* ttity be eafily difcovered by obrcrring how 
often the moft fkiirul ftatefmcn are miltaken, and how frequently the 
laws require to be amended. 

IF then, my LordS) the people judge fot themfclves on tbde 
fubjefts, they muft neceflarity determine without knowledge of the 
quedions, and their decifions are then of fmall authority. If they 
receive implicitly the didates of others, and blindly adopt the opi- 
nions ofthofe who have gained their favour and efteem, their >p- 
plaufes and complaints are with refpeQ to themfelves empty founds, 
which they utter as the organa of their leaders. Nor are the defirei 
of the people gratified, when their petitions are granted j nor th^ 
grievances ovsrlaoked, when their murmurs are ncgleSed. 

As it is no reproach to the people, that tliey cannot be the proper 
judges of the conduA of the government, fo neither ire they to 
be cenfuted when they complain of injuries not real, and ireoiblcU 
the apprehenfion of fcverities unintended. Unjuil complaints, nty 
Lords, and unreafonable apprehenRons, are to be imputed to thole 
who court their regard only to deceive (hem, and exalt themfclves 
to reputation by refcuing them from grievances that were never felt, 
and averting dangers that were never near. 

He only who makes the happinefs of the people his endeavour, 
loves them with a true alTc^ion and a rational tendernefs, and he 
certainly confults their happinefs who contributes to dill all ground- 
Icfs clamours, and appcafe-all uTclefs apprehenfions, who employs 
his care not only to prcfervc their quiet and their liberty, but to ftcuic 
ihem from the fear of lofing it, who not only promotes the means of 
faappinefs, hut enables them to enjoy ic. 

Thus it appears, my Lords, that it is polBbte to bea friend at the 
fime time to the people and the adminiftraitoii, and that no man can 
more deferve their.confidence and applaufe, than he that diffipaies 
their unreafonable terrors, and contributes to reconcile ihem to a 
■go&d government. 

That moll of the clamours againft the prefcnt government arife 
from calumnies and mifreprefcntations, is apparent from the fanfiion 
of (he lenaie, which has been given to all the meafures that are 
charged as crimes upon the adminittration. 

That the. army is fuppOiteJ by the confent of the fenate, that the 
fenaic has approved the convention, and that our taxes are all im- 
pofed and continued by the ftnaic, cannot be dejiitd. What then is 
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demiiuled hf thofi that cenfure the condud of pubUck aRain, but 
that their opinion fbouM be conrtdered as an overbalance to the wif> 
dom of the fcnate, thai no man Ibould be allowed td fpeak but at 
they diAuc, nor to vote but u they fliaU influence thccn b; their rhe- 
toric or example I 

To repeat the particular topick* of accuTation, and recapitulate 
the atgunenu which have been produced to confute it, would te a 
tediouiand unneceffary labour ( unnecefHiry betaufe it is well known 
that they once had the power of convincing this houfe, and that 
nothing has fince happened to leflen their force, and becau(e many 
of them now have been already repeated by the noble lordi that 
hare oppofed the motion. 

To leirch fiir backward for pad errors, and to take advantage of 
later difcoveries in cenfuring the condufl of any minifter, is in a 
hi|h degree difingcnuoua and cruel ; it it an art which may be eafily 
pradifed, of perplexing any queftion, by conneOing diftaot fa^t, 
and entangling one period of time with another. 

The only candid meihod of enquiry is to recur back to the fkatt 
of -afiairs, as it then appeared, to conftder what was openly declared, 
and what was kept impenetrably fecrct, what was difcoverable by 
haman fagacity, and what was beyond the reach of the niofl pierc- 
ing politician. 

With regard to the Hanover treaty, it is not, my Lords, requi' 
fitethatwe fliould engage ourfclves in a very minute examination } 
for it was not tmly not tranfafted by the right honourable gentleman 
wbofe behaviour is the fubjed of thJs debate, but cannot be prove<) 
to have been known by him till it was formally ratified. If be after-* 
ward* approved it either in the council or thefenate, he cannot juftly, 
bow deftni^vf or ridiculous Ibevtr that treaty may be thought, b« 
charged with more than his Ihare of ihQ guilt, the bare guilt of a 
£ngle vote. 

fiut there is one accufation yet more malicious, an accufation nop 
Only of ciimet which this gentleman did not commit, but which 
hive not yet been committed, an accufation formed by prying into ' 
futurity, and exaggerating misfortunes which are ye: to come, and 
*hich may probably be prevented. Well may any man, my Lords,' 
■hiak himleir in danger, when he hears himfelf charged not with 
kigh ctimes and roifdemeanors, not with accumulative tieafon, bur 
*i(h mifcondud of publick afiairs, paft, prefent, and future, ' 
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The only cfairge agiinft this gentleman, whicll feeou to rel»M 
more to him than to any other man engaged in the idtniaiftration, ia 
the continuance of the harbour of Dunkirk, which, dyt the noble 
duke, he muftbe acquainted with aicommiffionerofthetreafuiy; but 
if the title of fitlt commiffioncr be denied, if hii authority be but the 
fame with that of hi> aflbciatct, whence comes it, my Ixtrdi, that be 
is more parucularly acculed than they i Why is hit guilt fuppofed 
greater if his power is only equal ? 

But, my Lords, I believe it will appear, that no guilt has been 
contrafied on thia account, and that Dunkirk was always intended, 
even by thofe that demanded the demolition of it, to continue s har- 
bour for fmall trading veflels, and that if larger ever arrived from 
Thence, they lay at a dillance from the Ibore, and wc«e loaded bj 
fmall vefleU from the town. 

With regard to other aiFairs, my Lords, dtey were all tranfa^ed 
by the council, not by bis d'tre^ion, but witfa his concurrence, and 
bow it is confident with juflice to fiogle him out for cenfure, I moft 
defire the noble Lords to Ibew who approve tht motion. 

If the people, my Lords, have been, by mifreprefentations indultri* 
ouOy propagated, exafpented againft him, if the general voice of the 
nation condemns bim, we ought more cautioully to examine his coo> 
dufl, left we fhould add ftrength to prejudice too powerful already, 
and inftead of reforming the errors, and regulating the beat of -the 
people, inflame their difcontent and i»x)pagate fedition. 

The utmofi claim of the people is to be admitted as accufers, and 
finnetimet as evidence, butthey have norigbttolit as judges^ and t» 
snake us the executioners of their fentence t and as this gentlemaa 
bas yet been only cisndcmned by thofe who have not tbe opporte- 
nities of examining his condud, nor the rig^t of judging him, I 
cannot ^pw to give him up to punithment. 

Lord Halifax fpoke next in fubftance as foHows :— My Loid«i 
diougb I do not conceive the pet^leinfalliUe, yetl believe ihatin ques- 
tions like this the; are feldom in the wrong, for this is a queftion ooc 
ofargumenthutoffaa; of faddifcoverable, not by long deduOioos 
and accurate ratiocioatioot, but by tbe common powers of feeing aijd 
feeling. 

I'hat it is difficult to know the motives of negotiations, and tbp 
•Sk&i of laws, and that it requires long ftudy and inteofe meditation 
codifcover lemete coafequencts,. iUndwhiuWy Uue. Aadj with re- 

. „. , Cookie 6"^ 



4'I740>lO SIR ROB E,R T W A L'P O I. B. I95 

gtrd to the people in genera), it cannot be denied, that'neitber tbetr 
educmtion qualifies them, nor th«r employments allow them to be 
miicb Tcrftd in fuch enquiries. 

But, mj-. Lords, to refer e^NSs to their proper caures, andtoob- 
ferve, when confcqiiencei break forth, Trom whence they proceed, is 
00 fuch arduous tafk. The people of At loweft clafs may eafily 
fcd that riiey are more tniferable this year than the laft, and may 
enquire and difcover the reafon of the aggravuton of their mlferyj 
they onay know that the army is encreafedt or our trade dimi- 
ulbcd, that the taxes are heavier, and penal laws become mor< 



- Nor it it lels eafy for them to diicover that thele calamities are not 
brought upon them by the immediate hand of heaven, or tbe irr*- 
fiflible force of natural caufes t that their towns are not ruined by an 
invafion, nor their trade coofioed by a peflilencej they may thea 
ea&Iy colleA that tbey are only unhappy by tbe mifconduA of tbeir 
ggvernors, they may affign tbcir infelicity 10 that caufe, as the onl/ 
remaining caufc that is adequate to the effed. 

if it be granted, my Lords, diat ihey may be miftaken in thnr - 
reafoning, it muft be owned that they are not raiftaken without pro- 
babilities on ibeir fide : it is probable that the oiiniftry muft injure 
fbe publick interett when it decays without any other vifible caufe; 
it is ftill more probable, when it appears that among thofe wfat^e 
fiation enables them to enter into national enquiries, every man 
i wp ut« i dieir calamities to the miniflcr, who it not vifibly dependent 
on fait favour. It becomes more prabableyet when it appears that it 
ii tbe great bufinefs of the miaifter to multiply dependencies^ to lift 
acoonpliccs, and to corrupt bis judges. 

At leift, my Lords, if it be granted, which furely cannot be de- 
nied, that the people may be fenfible of their own miferiet, it la 
Aeir part to declare their fofferlngi, and to apply to this houfe for 
nfief, and it is our bufineb to difcover the authors of them» vid 
tring them to punilhment. 

That the people are very loud and importunate in tbeir complaints, 
2l daily evident, nor is it lefi apparent that ibar complaints are joft} 
if therefore their miferies muft have an author, let the defenders of 
this gentleman point out the nun whom they may more properly 
hcCufe. 

Q2 BiRs 
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But, my Lords, nothing ii more evident, than that the crine* and 
the criminal are etjually known, tbat.there4i one man predominant - 
in his majefiy's councils, and that it has long been the pridice of. 
that man at once to opprefs and ridicule the people, to ptander theoi, 
and fet them at de&ance. 

- Nothing i< more known than that this man pretends to a fu- 
pcrior knowledge, and exertj a fuperior poarer in the management of 
the pubtick revenuet, and that they have been fo ill managed for- 
many yean, that tbc expencei of peace have been almoft cqval to. 
tbofe of a moft vigorous and extenfive war. 

Nothing is more probable than that moft of the foreign negotia- 
tions are condu^d by his direAion, nor more certain than that they 
have generally tcnd^ only to make uc cootemptible. | 

That the excife was projeded in hit own head, that it was recom- 
mended by him upon his own con virion, and prefled upon tbe.legif- 
biure by his influence, cannot be queened ; and if this were bia 
only- crime, if this were the only fcheme of oppreflion that ever he 
planned out, it is fuch a declaration of war upoa the pubtick liberty,- 
fucb an attadc of our natural and conftitutioml rights as was never 
perhaps pardoned by any nation. 

Nor b itlefs notorions that the late tn&mous convention was tranf- 
aded by one of his own dependents, that he palliated or concealed 
the lo^ of our merchants, that he oppofed the declaration of war, 
ind has fioce obftru^ed its operations. 

On this occafioD, my Lords, it may be «fefut to remark the ap- 
parent partiality of this gentleman's vindicators, Who declare that 
meafiir^ are not to be cenfitrcd as imprudent, only becluft they are 
anfucccfsful, and yet when other inftances of his cobda^ fall umdec 
put examination, think it a fufficient defence to exclaim ^ainfl: the 
unreafonablenefs of judging before the event. , 

To deny that in the condudt both of civil and military affair* he ha^ 
obtained, I know not by what me^ns, an authority fuperior to that 
of any other nun, an authority irrefiftiblc, uncontroulablc, an4 
regal, is to oppofe not only common fame, biit daily experience. If 
as commiHioner of th: treafury he has no more power than any of his 
aflbciates, whence is it, that to oppofe or cenfurc him. to doubt of 
bis infallibility, to fufpcdl his integrity, or to obftrufi his influence. 
U it Clime punUhAl with no lighter penalty than foifefture of cmploy- 
_ _ ment, 
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nwnt, at appears, my Lord*, from the late i'limC&oo of a gentle^ 
man, againfl whom nothing can be alleged but an obOinate inde- 
fendence and open difregard of this arbitrary minifter. 

But happy would it be, my Lords, for this nation-, if he eodea- 
voitred not to extend his authority beyond the treafury or the court't 
if he would content himfelf with tyrannizing over thofe whofe ao* 
ceptance orfalaries and preferments has Already fubje£ted them to bis 
comnimd, without attempting to influence cle&ions> or to dired the 
jnembcrs of the other boufe. 

How much the influence of the crown has operated u^n all pub- 
lick councils iloce the advancement of this gentleman, howzcaloUfly 
it has been fupported, and how induftrioufly extended, is unnecelliirjr 
.to explain, Cnce what is feen or felt by almoft every man in 
.the kingdom cannot reafonably be fuppofcd unknown to your 
LordQiips, 

Nothing can be more contrary to the true notion of the Britifl] con- 
fiituiion, than to imagine, that by foch mcafures his majefly's real 
intereft is advanced. The true interefl, my Lords, of every mo- 
narch, is to pleafe the people, and the only way of pleafing Bri- 
tons, it to preferve their liberties, their reputation, and their com- { 
mcree. Every attempt to extend the power of the crown beyond 
-the limits prefcribed by our laws, muft in el^ft make it weaker, 
ly diverting the only fource of its ftrength, the a&dion of hit 
fubjeAs. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, my Lords, that we ought to agree (o 
this motion, as a Handing memorial not only of our regard for the 
nation, butof our adherence toour (bvereigni that his councils may 
be no longer influenced by that man whofe pernicious advice, and 
unjudifiable condud, has added new hopes and new ftrength to his 
enemies, impoveri(hed and exafperated his Aibje^, inflamed the 
dilcontent of the feditious, and almoft alienated the aSc£tion of the 
loyal. 

The Bifcop of Salisbury fpoke next, to the following purport: 
— My Lords, after all the exaggerations of the errors, and all the 
reprefentatioris of tht mal-condufl of the right honourable gentle- 
man, after the moB afFefling rhetoric, and the moft acute enquiries, 
nothing has appeared o^wei^jht fufficicnt to prevail with me 10 agree 
to the prcfent motion, a motion, if not of an unprecedented, yet 
«f a very cutraoidiiury kind,' which may extend ia its cbnfe- 
O3 queocei 
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jgueaces to futnritjr, uid b« p«ihap) more daogeroui to innocence 
than guilt. 

I cannot yet difcover any proof fufficient to convi3 him of having 
ufurpcd the authority (AJirft miniAer, or any other power than that 
accidental influence which every man has* whole addrefs or JcrvicQl 
have procured him the favour of fai:i fovcreign. 

The uTurpationi my Lordi, of regal power mud be made evident 
by fomewhat more than general aflenlons, muft appear from fome 
publicle a£t like that of one of the prelates left r^nt ofthe kingdoa 
by Richard the (iift, who as Toon as the king was gone too far to re- 
turn, in the firft elevation* of his heart, began his new authority by 
imprifoniog his colleague. 

To charge this gentleman with the difmifllon of any of hia ce]- 
tcaguei, can, after the flrongeft aggravations, rife no higher than to 
an accufation of having advifcd his majeffy to difmifi him, and even 
that, my Lords, Hands at prefent unfupported by evidence, nor could 
it, however uncontellably proved, difcover either wickednefa or weale- 
ncb, or Ibew any other authority than every man would exercile, tf 
be were able to attain it. 

If he had difcharged this gentleman by his own authority, if be had 
tranfa^ed lingly any great afTair to the difadvantagc of the publick, 
if be had impofcd either upon the king or the fenaie by falle repre- 
fenutions, if he had fet the laws at defiance, and openly trampled on 
our conditution, and if by thefe practices he had exalted himfclf above 
the reach of a legal profccution, it had been worthy of the dignity of 
this houfc, to have over-leaped the common boundaries of cuftom, 
to have neglc£led the Aanding rules of procedure, and to have brought 
fo contemptuous and powerful an offender to a level wiih the red of 
his fellow-fubje^s by expeditious and vigorous methods, to have 
reprefled his arrogance, broken his power, and overwhelmed him at 
oiKe by the rc&nicfs weight of an unanimous cenfure. 

But, my Lords, we have in the prefent cafe no provocations from 
crimes either openly avowed^ or evidently proved ; and certainly no 
incitement from necefllty to exert the power of the houfc in any e^t- 
traordinary method of profecution.. We may punifh whenever we 
can convid, and convi£l whenever we can obtain cvidencej let us not 
. therefore condemn any man unheard, nor punifli viy man un- 
condetnned. 

The Duke of BscroitD fpokc next, in fubQancc u fbllowsi'- 
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My Lordj, it is eafy to charge the oioft blunelers and gentle proce< 
dure with iojuftice and feverity, but it is not eafy to fupport fucb an 
accuration without confounding mearurei widely dlfierent and dif- 
guifingtbe nature of things with ^llacious miCreprcrentations. 

Nothing is more evident ihan that neither condemnation nor pUr 
aiOiment is intended by the motion before us, which is only to re- 
move from power a man who has no other claim to it than the will 
of his mafter, and who, as he had not been injured by never obtain- 
ing it, cannot juAly complain that it is taken from him. 

The motion, my Lords, is fo far from tnfli£ting punilhment, that 
it confers rewards, it leaves himin thepoHeflion of immenfe wealth, 
however accumulated, and enables him to leave that office in fe- 
curity, from which moll of his predeceSbrs have been precipitated by 
national reftntment, or lenatorial profecution. 

There is no cenfure, my Lords* made of his conduA, no charge 
of wealcnefs or fufpicion of diflionefty, nor can any thing bs equitably 
inferred from it, than that in the opinion of this houfc his majefty 
may probably be ferved by Ibme other perfon, more to the hiUfa^ion 
of the Britifli nation. 

Though it is not juft to punifli any man without examination, or 
to cenfure his conduft merely brcaufe it has been unpleadng or un- 
fuccefsfuli though it is not reafonable that any man Ibould forfeit 
what be pofleOcs in his own right, without a crime, yet it it jvft to 
withdraw favour^ only to confer them on another more deferring} it 
ii juft in any man to withhold his own, only to preferve his right, or 
obviate an injurious prefcription, and it is therefore juft to advtfc fuch 
a conduA whenever it appears neceflary to thufe who have the right 
of oaring advice. 

To advife his majefty, my Lords, is not only our right but 
our duty ; we are not only juftifiable in pra^iGng, but criminal in 
neglefling it. That we fhould declare our apprehenlions of any 
impending danger, and our difapprobation of publick mifconduf!, 
is expe^ed both by our fovereign and the people, and let us not by 
omitting fuch warnings lull the nation and our fovereign into 2 
dangeroo* fecurity, and frun tcndcmcls to one man prolong or en- 
creafe the miferies of oar country, and endanger or deftroy the ho- 
nour of our fovereign. 

Lord Hebvet fpoke next. In effeft as follows: — My Lords, this 

is furely a day deftined by the noble Lotds who defend the motion, 

O4 fw 
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for 'tl^e fupport of paiadoxicaT alTcriiohs, for the exerciie of their 
fienetration, and oftentation of their rherorrc ; they have attempted to 
niaintain the cenainty of common fame in oppofition to daily ob- 
fcrvation f the exigence of a fole miniflcr in coniradi£lion "to Ihi 
ftroiigeft evidence j and having by "thefe gradations arrived at the 
bighefl: degree of conrroverGal temerity, are endeavouring to make it 
appear, that the publick cenfure of the houfc of Lordt is no puntSt- 
inent. 

If we take the liberty, my Lordt, of ufing known wordi in a 
hew fenfe, in a meaning refervcd to Ourfelves only, it will indeed 
be difficult to confute, as it will be impofCble to underfland us ; bot ' 
if punifliment be now to be underdood as implying the fame idea 
.which has hitherto been conveyed by it, it will not be cafy to Ihcw 
that a man thus pubJickly cenfured is not fcvercly punifliei], and, if 
bis crimes are not clearly proved, punifhcd in oppofitioo to law, to 
reafon, and tojuftice. 

It has .been hitherto imagined, my Lords, that no punifliment is 
tieavier than that of infamy, and Ihamc has, by generous m!ads, 
been avoided at the hazard 'of every other mifery. That fuch a cen- 
fure as ispropofcdby the motion, muft irreparably deftroy the repu- 
tation cf the perfon againft whom it is directed, that it muft confiin 
the reports of his enemies, impair the cflccm of his friends, mark 
)iim out to all Europe as unworthy of his fovcreign^ favour, and re- 
prefent him toUtclt poElcrity as an enemy to his country, isindifpu- 
tabijr certain. 

' Thcfe, my Lords, are the evident confequences of the addreli 
moved for by the noble lord ; and, if fuch confequences are not 
penal, it will be no longer in onr power to enforce our laws by lane* 
(ions of terror. 
To condemn a man unheard is an op«n and flagrant violation of 
' the flrft law of juBice, but it is Hill a wider deviation from it to 
punib a man Hnaccufed ; no crime has been charged upon this gen- 
lleoian proportioned to the penalty propofed by the motiotb *nd tb* 
charge that bas bten produced is def^tuie of proof. 

Let ui tberofore, my Lords, r^ver^oce th^ great laws of nafon. 
and juElice, let us preferve our high character and prerogative of 
fudges, without defcending to the low province of accufers and 
exQcutioners j I^t .us lb far regard our le^ uutioO) our liberty, sod 
9ur |ioft«iity» u tg leiea the »oU«a, , ' , 



' Several other lorJs fpoke io this debate, Irhich lafted eleven hpun ; 

at length the quellion wa* put, and on a divifion carried In d)b 

negitive. Content 59. Not content 108. 
After (he deccrto'mation of the foregoing queflion, the ivke df 

MaklsokoUcm rore iip and fpoke as follows :— 
' My Lords, though yoar patience mnft uodoubtedly he wearied bf ■ 
(he unufual length of this day's debate, a debate protiaficd in tnjr' 
bj)inion, not hy the difficulty of the queftibn, but by the obftinacjr 
of prejudicfc, the ardoar of paffion, and the delire of viabry ; yet I 
'doubt not but the regard which this aflembly has always paid to the 
fifny and happinefj of the ftatc, will incline you to fupport the fa- 
Ttgae of attention a little longer, and to bear with your ufnal impar- 
tiality another motion. 

* The propofition which I am about to lay down, my Lords, is not 
fucb as can admit of controverfy ; it a fucfa I Handing principle si 
^as always acknowledged even by thofe who hne deviated from it. 
Such a known truth as never was denied, tho^g^ it appcan fome- 
timet to faave been forgotten. 

But, my Lords, as it never can be forgotten wtkout injury to pae- 
licuUr perfbns, and danger to the Hate in general, it cannot be toD 
tirequcntty recollected, or too firmly eftaMilhed ; k oiigbt not onljr 
to be tacitly admitted, but publickly declared, fince no nan's fcyt- 
tune, liberty, or life, can be fafe, where his judges fiiaH think tfacn- 
Telrts at liberty to aft upon any other principle. I therefore move, 
" That any attempt to infli£t any kind of puniBimcnt on any paCok 
without allowing him an opportunity to make his defence, or with-- 
VDt any proof of any crime or mililemeanor committed by him, » 
contrary to natural juflice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and 
the ancient eflablifiied ufage of fenate, and is a high infringement 
of liberties of the fubjefl." 

He was fcconded by the Duke of DavoNSKlftE :— My Lords, 
tnough the motion made by the noble duke isof fuch a kind, that 
■no oppoTition can be cxpeded or feared, yet I rife up tofecond it, 
'°ft it Ihould be imagined that what cannot be rejedled, is yet un- 
willingly admitted. 

' That where this maxim 13 not allowed and adhered to, rights 
•and liberties are empty founds, is uncontcflably evident; if this 
principle be forfaketi, guilt and innocence ate e<{aa'tly fecure, all 
<><ttiqnu vaioj-BiAl all Kftimony ufdefs. Caprice viU in our courta 

fupply 
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fuppi}- the place oFteafoD, ind oil eridence muftsire way tonulice^ 
or to favour. 

I hope, therefore, mj Lords, that your regard to juftice, to truth, ' 
afli toyour own fafcty, will influence you to confirm thii great and 
ielf-evident principle by a Itanding refolution, that may not only re- 
ftraino^reffion in tbe prefent age, but dired the judiciary prooeed- 
ing» of our fucceflon. 

LoH LoVEL role next, and fpoke ai followt :— My Lords, liberty 
•od juftice muft alwayt fupport each other, tbey can never long 
flourUh apart, every temporary expedient that can be contrived y> 
ptelerve or enlarge liberty by meant arhitrary and oppreffive, forms a 
precedent which may in time be made ufe of to violate or defiroy it* 
liberty ia in efie£t fufpended, whenever injuftice is prafiifed, for 
.what' i» libcrtyi my Lprdsj but tbe power of doing right without 
fea/, without controul, and without danger. 

But, my Lcffd*, if any man may be condemned unheard, if judg- 
ment nay precede pvidence> what fafety, or what confidence caa 
integrity afibrd i It is in vain that any man means well, and s^ 
. prudeotty,' it -ii «Ka in vain that he can prove the juftice and pru* 
^ence of hii conduct. 

fiy liberty, , my Lords, can never be meant tht privilege of doii^ 
wiong without being accoanubte, bccaufe liberty is always fpoken of 
ai happinel% or one of the means to happincf;, and happinefs and 
virtue cannot be fcparated. The great ufe of liberty muft therefore 
.lie to prefcrve juftice from violation, juftice the great publick virtu^ 
hy which a kind of equality is dtffufed over the whole fociety, by 
which wealth ii reftiained firom oppreffioo, and inferiority prcferved 
from (ervitude. 

Liberty, general liberty, muft imply general juftice ; for where^ 
rver any part of a ftate can be unjuft with impunity, the reft arc 
ftjvei. That to condemn any man unheard is oppreffive and unjuft, 
is beyond controverfy demonftrable, and that oo fucb power is 
claimed by your JLordflupt wiU, I hope, appear from your refolu- 
tion;). 

I^ord GowiK fpoke next:— My Lords, to ihe principle laid 

down by thofe noble lord*, I have no objcflion, and concur with 

them in hoping that all our proceedings will contribute to eftablilk 

it i but why it fbouM be confirmed by a formal refolution, why the 

, bofife fliould b^e^alj declare ibcir aOenc to t maxim which it 

»-.<.. would 
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WMiId be madncb to deny, it it bejroml my penetratioit io di^- 
cover. 

Though the noble lord'i poGiion ctnnot be controverted, yet hit 
motkM). if it is deTigned to imply any ccnfure of tbe ptoceedingr 
of this day, may rufonabljr be rrjefled, and that icHiie cenfuic 
is intended, we may conjecture, becaufe no other realbn can be 
(fvcn why it was not made at feme other time. 

Lord Halifax then rofe : — My Loidi, that a ceafure is int«nde^ 
will, I Aippole, not be denied, and that fuch a ceufure is onjiA 
mall doubtlefs be the opinion of all ihofe who are fuppofed tobaw 
incurred it, and it will therefore not be wandered that the motioa 
u oppofed by ihcm, as indecent and calumnious : ]ate ai it is, m^. 
Lord*, I will not for my part fufier fucb an indignity without o^ 
pofitioo, and flull think my confcience and my honour require, that 
I (bonld not be overborne by pcrfeverance or by numbers, but ^at [ 
fliould, if I cannot convince the noble lords by argument, of the 
impropriety of the motion, record my reafoni againfi it, wbi<^ 
may perhaps be more candidly received by po&erity. 

I^ifd Talbot fpokc to this cfici^ : —My Lords, ic is not withent 
indignation that I hear a motion fo injurious to my own honour, , 
and to that of the ndilc lord* who have concurred with mo in the 
laS debate, nor without contempt that I obierved tlie motion coa-i 
Awaded with the pofitions contained in it, the low fubtility of fuck 
condud is no lets to be defpifed than the malice to be abhorred. 

Fifty nine lords are here branded at firaogeri or enemies to the 
firft principle of judicial equity, for doing what will entitle them t9 
the general applaufc of every man in the kingdom that hat the full 
pofle£oa of hit undcrftanding or the free ufeof his feofet, of every 
man that can diiUnguifli truth or feel opprcffion. 

They have endeavoured to rcfcue their country Irom the rapine of 
penfioners and the tyranny of an army, from perpetual taxes, and 
ufelefs ezpencesj they have attempted to expofe the errors of ante* 
gaot ignorance, and. to deprefs the power of greatnclt founded oa 
corruption and fweillog beyond legal reflraiots. 

That for fuch attoapti they are vilified and reproached, it mt 

to be obferved without indignation and aftonifbment ; aftonifhmeot 

which nothing could abate but the rccoIlcSion of the fituaiioo of 

thoie lords who have united to protnofe fy unjuft a ccnfure. 

La US, my Lords> confider the citcumftancei of the iluee nobU 

lord* 
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lords by whom thti motion hu been made and Aipperted, let n take 
a view of their conduifi, and coofider the vidble motives to which 
k miybe aferibed, their places, didr dependence——— 

Lord Cholmondsliy fpoke next in fubftance as follows: — My 
Lords, I rife tbu* ahraptljr to preferve that order and decency which 
k cl&Mial io pubtick eouncilt, and particularly fuitable to tbe dig- 
nity of this afleobly, which can only become a fcene of tumult and 
cehfofton by fuch method* of debate, and lofe that refpeS which it 
hat hitherto prefcrved, not only by the juftice of its detenninatioaij 
hut by thefolemn grandeur af its procedure. 

The notloH) my Lords, is allowed to contain nothing but what 
every man avows in fpeculation, and obfcrvcs, or ought to oMerw, 
in publick tranfadlions, and yet thofc that oder and fnpport it are 
reprefented as abettors of opprefiiont and infiruments of tyranny. 
- It is furely wonderful, my Lords, that thoCe who are follicitoiif 
for the prefervation cf their own honour, and fo diligent to obviate 
the molt remote reflexion that may glance upon it, Qiould not re< 
member, that the Tame delicacy may raife in others the lame rcfent- 
ihent( when their reputation is openly attacked ; and that while 
they are aHerting the right of the minority to an exemption irom 
cenfure, theyfliall not allow tbe greater number at leaft an equal 
claim to the fame privilege. 

Lord Talbot then refumed : — My Lords, whether any thing hat 
efcaped from me that deferves fuch fevere animadverlions, your Lord- 
Aips muft decide. For what I might intend to fay, iince by the 
interruption of that noble lord I was hindered' from proceeding, I 
b^e I {hall MOtbe accountable. 

Not ibft I acknowledge myfelf to have aflerted anyfthing either 
contrary to law, or -to tbe privileges of the houfe, or inconfiftent 
with tbe charafier of an independent lord, a charader which I Qiall 
always endeavour to preferve, and which I will not forfeit for the 
Aniles of a court, the dignity of high employment, or the affluence 
of a pcnlion. 

Nor, my Lords, whenever the nceellitiet of my country require 
that I fbould %eak my fcniimcnts with freedom, will I be awed in- 
to ftlence and fubmiffioo, but will fet any power at defiance t\m 
(ball d^re to reftrain me. 

I pretond not, my Lords, to be always' in the right, I claim no 
tocher taetii iban-thK of meaning \fell, and when I im convinced, 
. . after 
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after proper examination, that I am engaged on the lide of truth, 
I will trample on that infolence that Ihall command me to fupprefa 
my fenEimcncs. 

When I reflet, my Lords^ on the diftrelles of my country, when 
f obfervc the fecurity and arrogance of thofe whom 1 coniider as the 
authon of the publick miferies, I cannot always contain my rejcnt- 
metit I I may perhaps fometimes flart out into unbecoming tranfporta, 
and fpcak io terms not very ceremonious of fucb abandoned, fuch de- 
leftable— ^ — But as this Is, perhaps, not the language of the houfe, 
Ilhall endearourto reprefa it, and hope that the bounds of decency 
luw« never been fo far tranfgre&ed by me that I flurald be expofed 
tothecenfurc of your Lordfhipi. 

Lord Abingdon next rofe and faid : —My Lords, the prelcnt 
Wiuon is undoubtedly juft, but by no meant oecefiary, or putitu- 
kriy adapted to tl}e prefenc titne. It conuinsa general prinoiple, 
•acootefled, and eftabliOied \ a principle which ibia zllembly has 
Dcrer denied, and from which 1 know not that it has evw d^urted. 

As there is therefore no particular neceffity of confirming it by 
a new refolution, and as the prefent time feems lefs proper than any 
oiber, I cannot but declare my opinion, that to refume it at fomc 
Mher time will be more prudent, than to give the lords who think 
their conduct cenfured any occaGon of refentment or dtfcontent. 

Lord Cartbket fpoke to the following tffeSt : — My Lords, the 
maxim laid down in the prefent motion, is in itfclf incontcAable, 
and lb far from any inconGftency with the former, that as there was 
00 reafon for making, there is in my opinion none for oppoling it ; 
U it may at any time be made, it may at any time be properly pafT- 
cd. And I hope that our unanimity on this occafion will Ihew that 
truth, however unfealbnably advanced, will in this houfe, be al- 
ways received. 

But, led the, noble lords who have oppofed the motion fhoull 
think their honour engaged in liontinuing the oppofltion, I take the 
liberty, my Lords, to move that the previous qucflion may be put. 

Other lords fpoke on each ^de j at laft the previous queftion waa 
put by the prefident, who demanded, * ll it your Lordfltipc 
pleafure, that the queftion be now put I Thofe lords who are 
for it, fay Content : tbofe whoare againft it fay. Not content.' 
There was accordingly a cry of both j after which Ae prefix 

dent 
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dent declared, ' the contents have it ; and Come lords replying 
* the Hon contents have it,' hia lordlhip faid * the non con- 
Ccnti muQ go below ibe bar ;' which ii the manner or dividing 
ibe houle. Thofe who remained being told in their feats, and 
tbo(e who went ont being told at coming in again, there weie 

CootcDt 8fi Not content 54: 
SoAat the rcfolulion moved for, pafled without a divilioa. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Fthruary 24; 1740-1. 

, £jri TvKCONNBlL wuiitamaiimfiriringhtginsUU fir ththttfir 
t/uiifi)lg mid paoi)^ tht flnttt */ W*fiminft€r, and the lliertin 
Atrttf: i» ftppirttf vibitb matim bt fftketttht foBeuitng far- 

5«, (hoogh the grievaoce wbich I am about to lay befoTctbeboole 
■ not of the mod formidable or dangeroui kind, yet as it ie fucb » 
grovi every day greater, and fucb a* every day endangers the lives of 
cboufaadi, 1 hope it will not be thought ufelds or improper to pn>- 
yole it to thccoofideruioo of tbii afiembiy, to offer my tbougbtBoa 
■be mctbodi by which it may be moft eafily removed, and to cn- 
deavo«r to inctteothen to the fame confiderations. 

It U impofible,Sir, to come to this a&robly, or to return from it with* 
«ut oblervationi on the prefent condition of the flreett of Weftminftcr j 
•b&rvaiioo* forced upon every man, however inattentive, oc how- 
«scr engrofTcd by refleSton* of a different kiod* 

Tbe warmeft zeil for publick happincfi, the mofl anxious vigilance 
tgainft general dangers, muft i believe (bmctimn give way to objeSs 
jotmediate, though of lefs importance, nor will the moS public fpirited 
C:nators deny, that they have often been in the AreeU alarmed wiA 
obffruSions, or Qiocked with nuifances. 

The fikh. Sir, of fimie parts of tbe town^ ud the ine^nali^ and 
n^ednels of others, cannot but in die «yc« of foreigners dilgrac* 
our nation, and indine them to imagine us a people, not only wiib- 
aut delicacy, but without goverameot, abad of baiboriaos, or s 
colony of hotteatou. 

Th« 
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The moft dirgufting part of the cfa«n£lcr gifeh by travtllers, of 
thenoft lavage nationt, is their negled or cleanlrndi, .of which 
jMrbip* no part of the world affords more proofs, than the ftieeu 
irfihe Brid& capital ; a city famous for wealth, and commerce, aod 
plenty, and for every other kind of civility sod politcncfs, but which 
rimmd* with fuch heaps of filth, t» a favage would look on with 



If that be allowed which is generally believed, that putreEafiiea 
sjid fiench are the caules of peftilentiol diflempers i the remoral of 
this grievance may be preflcd from motives of far greater we^^ 
than thofe of delicacy and pleafure, and I might folkit the tundf 
tueof thi* afiemUy for the prefiovatibn of ionumerable multitudes, 
iDd ifltreat thofe, who are watching agatnft flight miafortnnes, to 
mite thdr endeavours with mine, to irert die giEateft and moft 
ilreadful of calamities. 

Not to dwell. Sir, upon dangers, which may periiaps be thpughl 
ODiy ima^nary, I hope that it will be at leaft con&dered, how much 
Ac prelent neglcd of the pavement is detrimental to every carriage* 
vbetiier of trade or pleafure, or cenrenience, and that thofe who 
lune allowed fo much of their attention to petitions, relating to the 
(otds of the kingdom, the repair of ibme of which is aimoft every 
fefion thought of importance fufficicnt to produco debates in this 
kouie, will not think the fircets of ths capital alone unworthy of 
their regard. 

That the prelent negle£t of cleaofing and paving the ftreeta U 
lach as oaght not to be borne, that the paHenger is every when 
cither furprifed and endangered by unexpe^ed chafms, or ofiended or 
•bftruQcd by mountains of filth, is well known to everyone that 
ku pafled a Tingle day in this great city ; and that this grievance is 
without remedy is a fufficieat proof that no magiftrate has at prt- 
fent power to remove it } for every man's private regard to his own 
<afe and fafety, would incite him to exert his authority on this oc* 
cafion. 

1 huDiUy propofe, therefore, that a bill may be brought into the 
. btmfe, to enable his majefty'a juftices of peace for the liberties of 
Weftminfter, lo InTped the publick ways of this cityi and puniifk 
the neglcfi of cleanfing and paving them j or that a new officer be 
appointed, and vcfted with full audwriiy fix the £une pnrpoA. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sakdts ^ke next to this tS9& >^Sir, I believe ihe 
gTKvaoce, (a much complained of by the rigbt bonoui'able oMinT 
tett is not difficult to be ictnovcd without a ocv 3£i or the le^a- 
taic, bong peihg^ mote properly to be iioputFi to the negltgmcB 
of the jufiLces, than a dcftft of their authority ; foi they have al. 
Rsiy fufficient power to legulatethis dij«rder: and I may beallownt 
10 hope, Sir, that they do not want Icifure to obfervc it* (qi tbci| 
■amber 19 ffi greit, that if we ^pfofi: them to be wholly engaged by 
ifciim—inii baftDeftof their office, a fordgacr would baveocvaSon 
•f vcpnacbbiB us with dried* mote jaipottaattkaQ want of delicacy* 
sod nigbt jaflly.cenfuie us as a people corrupt beyond the comnn 
mte of fatuDan wichedaeb, .a tatioa divided oaly into two clafies^ 



But (bay iamli^ abovnd io mitdi among lu, that mofi of them 
are only nominal magiftrates, veiled with authority which they neref 
cxat^ar exert to bad parpofei, aad which it were veil if they w<cre 
abided to employ is the real iervice of their country, by fupciMttcod* 
ing Oie psvKMue and the fcaveogvt. 

For this jeaioD it is nuiwcoSary to tnSt a nsjw o^u-, a* an in* 
l^ie^arof •urflreets. fince every office ihat is aot oeccilary i« per- 
f ioiona. Were the oonfnpKDca of this grievaoce fucb >i they hart 
toni reprclcDtcd I fiKM^d perhaps wUItngly ered a new office* ibowgh 
3 fhould not be futpvi&fl to bear the wifeft man. doclatc rather for a 
pefiileoce than an increafe of officers. , 

Aa I neiiber thiok (bcgricvance infuppOrti^l?* nor the methods 
prapofed fof removiog itneccflary or proper. 1 declare myfelf i^ aintt 
■be motion. 

. LoidGaoxfpoIie in the following manner: — Sir, as the grievance 
cannot be denied to be real, and the motion therefore may reafonably 
be i^iagincd to have beon made without any other iniention than of 
benefiting the pnbltck by ao ufeful law» I cannot dtfcover any fufr 
£ctent reafijB for a rcjc^ion fo peremptory ami contcnjpcuous. « 

That every man is difgufted, and almoft every man daily en^ 
dangered itt our Hrects, has not been denied i nor will any ntao, I 
foppofe, queftion wha(» if be has not yet experienced it, he may per* 
baps be fully convinced of, in his next vifit or cxcurlion. 

Thofe evils, which euery man feeli, though flight, are worthy of 
the attention of tiip ^giiUture, and that danger that ibredtens mul- 

tiiudei, 

Dm,l,i.:db,G00gIe 
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titiKleSa though difiant, ought to be averted ; for a Aiiall dilbrder, 
likca fonlt ezpencct when it extend* to multitndet] becomei a na- 
tiooal aHiir. 

But though thii mation may perhapi be liable to Ibme ot^e£lions» 
Acre it certainly no Tuch abfurdity to be found in it, at may juftifjr 
w in reeding it without examination : to rejeCt a motion when k 
ia firft ofiered, 11 a proof of prejudice, next to that of reje^ing it 
mbeard 1 it is to detennine a queftioni before it ia dilcullcd or can 
be faMf nnderftood. 

Mr. Sahdyi replied in fab(bnceas follow) :— Sir, I cannot but 
dffi«r very widely in opinion from tbe right honoaraMtf member that 
^xike laft, with regard to the propriety of oppoiag a motion whea 
it it firft made j a praSice, which 1 can by no means (bink incon- 
fileot with either decency or prudence, am) which would peibapi be 
of ufe to the publick, if it wai more frequent. " 

Wlien any motion is made, jt ii fitt^eded to the amfideration of 
thit aflembly, and every otember is at full liberty to examine and 
I difcvft it. If it appears to deferre farther attention, it may be ad- 
■■ded, bnt if tbe fiit^eA be either improper or unfeafoRable, or the 
amfnTcs propofed injudicioui or dangerous, it is (hen to be rqeAed, 
and if it is at lift to be rejeSed, it is apparent that no time ought to 
be thrown away upon it. 

Tbe boars, and days, and weeks, that have been unpn^tahly 
fpent upon btlh which after all our cndeiTOurs could not be pafled } 
Ihe^l^i of realbeneCti to the publick, which ban been produced 
by long pnrfuits of fludowy advantages, have inclined me to a moie 
expedidoaa method of proceeding, and det'etrained one fpeedily t» n- 
jctl what I cannot hope to amend. 

The qneftion being pu t, ya fled in the negatire, 142 ^nft 109. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Fibruarj ly, 1740-1. 

DEBATE OH THE SECOND READINQ OF A BILL TO PREVENT IK- 
CONVENIXHCUI AKISIHG FROM JNSltRANCB OF SHIPS. 

The bill being read. Sir Johk Barnard fpoke thuf;— Sir* there 
cinnot be brought before ^is houfe any queftions more diflicult in 
themrelves, moreenUnglcd withA muluplicitjr of relations, or more 
perplexed with an endlers diverGtj of circumliances, than thofe 
' which relate to commercial afiwri; affairt on which the lyoft e]q»- 
TJenced oTtm dlAgree, and on which the moft fagactous may decdvc 
themfelves with erroneous conjeduies. 

There arc no queftions. Sir, which requite fo much perfoiul know- 
ledge of the Aibjed to which they relate, nor is there any fufajed 
with which fo few gentlemen in this houfe have had opportunities <^ 
being acquainted. There are no quefiions. Sir, which their variety 
of relations to diSerent perfons expoTes to be To eafily mifreprelented 
without detedion, nor any in vrhich the oppolition of particular la- 
tercfts fo much incites a fairereprefentation. In all thcle ca&s, de- 
ceit is eaff, and there is a ftrong temptuion to deceive. 

Nor are thefe queftions. Sir, always perplexed by intoitional 
fraud, or falfe aflertions, of whidi tbey^that utter them ace themfelvei 
confcioua. 

Thofe who deceive us, do not always fapprefsany truth of i^udt 
they are convinced, or fct fa£b before us in any other light, than diat 
in which themlelves behold them ; they for the moft part err with an 
honeft inuntion, and propagate 00 miftakes but tho& which they 
have themfelves admitted. 

Of this kind. Sir, are doubtlefs the meafum propofed in the bill 
before us, which thofe by whom they are promoted may eafily 
think to be of benefit to the publick, but which, I believe, will 
appear the refult of imperfed views, and partial confideration. 

The great and fundamental error. Sir, of the patrons of diis bill, 
feems to be an opinion that tlk pradice of infuring is nM known to 
other nations, nor can be carried on in any other pla<«, and fron 
this principle thejf deduce confequcnces, whi<A, if they were inevi- 

tobly 
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tablr certain, might eifily influence ni to an immediate approbation 
of tbe bill, »■ neceilary to fecare our commerce, and dtftiers our 
cneniiei. 

They conclude) Sir^ with fufficicnt juRnefs, that rcry few mer- 
diants would hazard their fortunes !■ long voyages or diftant com- 
Bierce« or expole themfelTes to the dangers of war, without fecujity 
frhich tnfurances afford them, and having perfuaded themfelves that 
fuch fecurity is to be obtained from no other nation, they imagine 
that we might! by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign veflels in 
their ports, and deftroy by one refolution the trade of both our rivals' 
and our enemies. 

That our Eafl India company may delire the ratification of this bill, 
I cannot dwy, becaufc they might perhaps receive froni it fome tem> 
porary advantage by the Qtort inconveniencies which tbofe whom 
tbey eonCder as the enemies of their commerce would feel from it. 
Tbey may defire it, becaufc the experiment, if it fails, as it muj}* 
cannot injure them; and if itfucceeds, may produce great advan* 
taget to thcffl : tbey may wifli it, ;becaufe they will feel the immediate 
benefit, and the detriment will fall upon others. 

I Oull not enquire whether our merchants are inclined to look with 
malevolence on all tbofe who cultivate the fame branches of com- 
merce with themTclves, though they have neither the violation of na« 
tural rights, nor the infringement of national treaties, to complain 
of. I fliould be unwilling to fulpcA a Eritifb merchant, whofe ac- 
quaintance with the conftitution of bts own country ought to fliew 
him tbe value of liberty, who ought to be above narrow fchemes, by 
tbe knowledge which hi* profeffi6n enables him to gain, of a defire 
lo eocroKh upon the rights of others, or toengrofs the general bene- 
fit* of nature} and (hall only obferve,- that feveral otber nations can 
plead a claim to tbe Eafl India trade, a claim of equal validity wilh 
our own t that the Danes have their fettlement there, and that the 
Portuguefe difcovercd the way to tbofe regions of wealth, from which 
fome perhaps are inclined to exclude them. 

But nothing is more vain than to attempt to exclude them by re- 
fufing to enfure their fliips, becaufe the opinion that they can be in- 
fured by no other nation is entirely without foundation. There are 
at this time offices of infurance along the whole coafts of the Mid- 
land lea, among the Dutch, and even among the French, Nothing 
can debar any nation ftota the trade of infurance but the want 
Pa ot 
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of money, and that monef 1* not wanted by foreigners for thii 
purpofe, appears from the great fuma vriuch they have dep<)fitcd iD 
our funds. 

That thii trade is now carrikd on chiefly by this nation, though 
not folely, is inconuftiblei but what can be inferred from that, but 
that we ought not to obArud jour own gain ; that we ought not to 
make a Uw to deprive ouifelvef of that advantage of which either fa* 
vourable accidents or our own fagacityb^ve put us in pofleffion* 

For this rcafon it appears (bat it would not contribute to tbe wealth 
ofthepublick to-debar uslroni infuringthefhip* even of ihofc with 
whom we are at war, for it is always to be remembered that they will 
receive no detriment from fuch prohibitioni, nor will feel any other 
confcquence from them thin a neceffity of transferring taJbine other 
nation the profit which we reccirc from iu 

What [he profit is which arifes to the nation from the trade of in* 
furance it is not poffible exaflly to determine, but that the trwle » 
really advantageous may be reafonabty conceived, hccaufe after manf 
years experience it is diligently followed, and a law wat never ac- 
celLry to prohibit the purfuit of a bufinefa by which nothing was to be 
gained. But could tbe gain of the infurer be a doubtful point, there 
isaceruinadvanuge to the nation by the money paid for coinimiffion ^ 
brokerage, ftamps, and the credit of the premium depoCtcd here. 

I might add. Sir, another confiderable fum yearly atiiing to the 
government from the additional letters, occaGoned by thia trade, 
which cncreafe the revenues of the poft-office, without any de- 
duction for additional charge. 

That the lofs of this profit, and the gain of infuring, will enfue 
upon the ratification of this bill, cannot be denied; nor doe* h ap- 
pear, that this lofs will be counterbalanced by any advantage that 
will be gained over our rivals or our enemies. 

Whether this bill. Sir, would produce to the merchants of that 
city by which it ii promoted, the advantages which they exped from 
it, or remove any of the grievances of which they oimplain, I am 
not able positively to determine ; but know, that it is not uncomtoon 
for merchants, as well as other men, to qonfound private with pub- 
lick grievances, and to imagine their own intereft the intereft of the 
nation. 

With regard. Sir, to thepradiceof infuring, imerifitr ntiite-e/ty 
as the term is, wheil' an imaginary value is put upon the fbip or 

cargo. 



I 

«. 1740-1.] t H s u It I ir o SHIPS. aij 

cs^o, often much above it* real worth, It cannot be denied, that 
feme opportunitiet may be given by it for wicked prances, fiuc 
there will alwayt be circamfbnces in which there can be no fecurity 
againfl fraudt, but common faith } nor do I fee how we can fecure 
the infwerB againfl the poffibility of bung defrauded. . 

I cannot indeed difcover. Sir, how thii method of infuring can 
fte prevented j for how can tlw value of a cargo be eftimated, which 
it to be cdlleAed. in a long myage, at difiisrent ports, and where 
the fuccCls of the adventurer! often depends upon lucky accidents, 
wbich are indeed always hoped lor, but feldom happen. An imagi- 
aary value mult therefore be fixed upon, when the ihip leaves the 
port; becaufethe fuccefs of that voyage cannot be foreknown, and 
die contraAing partiet may be fafely trufted to fet that value, with> 
•ut any law to direfior reftrain theni 

If the merchants are opprelled by any peculiar inconveniences, 
aod can find means of rcdreffing them without injuring the pub- 
lic commerce^ any propofal for that purpofe ought to be favour- 
ably received t but as the bill now before us propofes general re- 
ftraints, and propofes to remove grievances, which are not felt, 
by remedies, whiih tfaofe, upon whom they are to operate, do not 
ipprovca I think it ought not to be referred to a committee, but re- 
jefied. 

Mr. SouTHWiLL rpoke next in terms to this purpofe*: — Sir, when 
I Sttt propc^ed this bill to the houfc, I lamented the abfence of that 
honourable gentleman, from whofe difcuffions and arguments I 
ezpe&ed great information; and for whofe judgment, in all com- 
■lercial queAions, 1 have the hrghell e3eem, a his penetration not 
ody enables him to difcover the confe^uences of methods which 
have not yet been tried, but as his extenfive acquaintance with 
aany branches of trade, cannot but have informed him of the fuc- 
ceb of many expedients tried, as well in other nations as our own, 
Jbr tbe advancement of it. 

Trade, Sir, is a fubjeft, of which it has been juHly obfervcd* 
that very few gentlemen have attained knowledge fuSicient to qua* 
lify tbemfelvcB to judge of the propriety of any new regulation; 
and I cannot but confefs* that I have no uncommon (kill inthefe 
qucfiions. What I have to offer on ihis'occafion, has been fuggelted 
Co ne, not fo much by my own obfervations, as by the intelligence 
wkid I have very induftrioully fought, tuid by whicbj as I endca- 
P J. youred 
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voured to enquire of thofe whofe opinbn was teaft likely to be per- | 
verted by tbcir intcrcft. I h(^w I have not been milled. j 

• The mercbanta, ^ir, to whom it has be«i my fonuoe to ^ipljr, ; 
have generally concurred in the opinion that the prclent praAice of ! 
inTuring ii prejudicial to our commerce, nor have I found ttsj 
diragreement between my coaftituenn and the trader* of Uiit grtit 
metropolis. 

I am unwilling to imagine that there can be iny evil, for which 
thewifdomof this aJT^mbly cannot difcovcr a remedy* andltntber^' 
fore of opinion, that if the grievance is real, fome cxpei)i«it tuf 
be difcovered for reinoving ic ; and that it it real, I cannot bat bt 
convinced by the decUrstiqns of (b many men, who can have aoio- 
tereft in complaining when they fuffer nothing, and whofe known 
abilities exempt them from the fufptcion of imputing any part of 
their uneafinelstoacaufe which cannot produce it. 

The hill bffore us, Sir, requires, in niy op'"'**"* Ibme soea4' 
ments, and in its prefent ftate might, perbapa, produce moR de- 
triment than advantage ; but Ifnce it is neceflary at Icafi to atieapt 
Ibmcthing for the relief af men (o ufeful to this nation, it sppeut 
to me necefTary to form a comnittef, and to deliberate on tlui fob- 
jcA with more attention, ' 

Mr. Lock WOOD fpolce next to the following e£kd: — Sir, tboagh 
I am not of opinion that the bill in its prefent Hate ought to Ix 
pafied into a jaw, yet I am far from thinking it (bimperftfiain* 
eafily to be amended, and, therefore, am defiious that it ftoald ■>• 
confidered in a committee. 

I have not, indeed, Sir, often obfenrcd, that bills iojudfcioilf 
drawn up at firfl have received great improvements froma ftcood a»- 
(ideration, and have found it more e^fy to form a q«w bilU than n 
make alteratipm in one that Is laid before us, for fome original atot 
vill commonly rcfpafn, aq^ the (cnt|ments of different toes pot* 
fuing different views, can feldom be modeUed into one con&Sot 
fch?mf . Bnt I aoi far from fonfidering this hill as one of *<* 
that c?nnot t>e atnended, for lean difcoter hut few oljeflioii*'" 
the regulations propqCed in it, and thofc not telatiog to any of ••* 
elTential parts, but flight and ciieu(nft?nttid, f4ch » will etGly l>* 
fcmot ed,- or perhaps 9nfwcred. 

The grievance. Sir, for which this hill propofes a remedyi •• ^ 
^enwaHy known, vfi (o vnivvfaHy lamwtcd^ tbWs I '*''**' 
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there it not any thing more worthy of the attention of the legif- 
lature than an enquiry into thecaufe of it, and the proper method 
cf redreffing it. 

In our enquiry into the caules of thij obftruAion of trade, I am 
of opinion, Sir, that the prance of infuring, inttrefi ar m itittrtft, 
win appear to be the foundation of thi> general uneafinefs, it will be. 
foand a pradice of fo natural a tendency to fraud, and £> eafUy fuf- 
ccptibJe of diflioneft artificeif that I believe, every membei of thi) 
boafe will defire its fuppreffion. 

To confirm my aHcrtion, Sir, and illuftrate the queftJon before 
na, I fliall mention fome particular infhuices of ftaud to which this 
citftom has given occaiion, of fraud fo evident and fo deteftable diat 
it cannot be related without indignation. 

The Royal George waa a targe fliip belonging to the South-Tea 
oompany, which having been a voyage to Vera Cruz, put in at Ja* 
muca in her return; and being there refitted toproceed on her voyage 
boaiewardt,' lilt fail, and came within a week'* failing of the port, 
when upon a fudden the officer* entered into 2 confuluiion, and 
detennincd to go back a month's voyage to Antigua, for what rea- 
ibo. Sir, may eafily be gue^d, when it was told that a fliip was in* 
iiired upon a fupp<^f«i value of fixiy thoufand pounds. 

Thii refolution. Sir, was no fooner formed, than ordeia wara 
given to change the courle and fteer to Antigua, in oypofition to all 
the remonftrancei of the carpenter, who is the proper judge of the 
OQodition of a velTel, and who declared with honefty and refolution 
^unft their whole procedure. But they purfued their new fcheme 
without any regard to bis murmurs or afienions, and when they 
arrived at Antigua, found fome method of influencing the officers 
of that ifland to declare the fhip unfit for the profecution of the 
voy^e. 

Their defign. Sir, 'was now happily compleated. To confirm the 
determination which had bectf pronounced in their favour, they 
ftranded the fhip upon a bank of fand, forced out the iron that 
grapples the timber together, and having firft taken away the mads 
ai^ rigging, and whatever elfe could be ujcd or fold, threw the bal- 
laft to each end, and fo broke the veilel in the middle. 

By this well-contrived fhipwrcck, having as they imagined railed 

their fortunes, they came home triumphantly from their profpcrous 

vvyage, and claimed thf money for which the ibip v» infured. 

P 4 The 
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The infuVen flarlled at a demand lb unci paAed, enqwnd 10^ die 
ifiUr with til the induftiy which ita impwtance might aatnrallj in- 
cite, and after fome coarultation detennined to try wbetlier the 
ikip might not be refitted and brought to Biitaii). 
. In purAunce of thii rdblution, they fent workmen ud matedalf, 
ftod without much expeoce, or any dificultf, brought it hither. 

I believe. Sir, thh relation it Sufficient at onoe to prove the prac 
tkc> and explain the natute of the frauds to whkfa this method of 
jnfurance givet occafion ; but at the frequmcy of them is fucb, that 
miny inftancea may be produced, I ihall oSa another Ihort nar- 
rative of the fame kind. 

A fliip that belonged to the Eaft India coapany, infured after tkii 
method, waa run afhore by the captain, in Aicfa a manner that be 
imagined bone but himfelf able to recover it, and therefore, Ifaough 
it cofl five thoufand poundi, fold it for five hundred, but the pur- 
chafer, no left cgcpert than the captaifl, fouad means very ^edity to 
dtfcngage it, toreftore it to a proper condition with little expeoce, 
and wat much enriched by bit fortunate bargain. 

I cannot but obierve, Sir, that thii kind of fraud ii more fimni- 
daUe, at it may be prafiiled without a poffibility of detefiion : bad 
the captain, inflcad of ftranding, dejlroyed bit veflel, bow could bia 
wtckcdneff ever have been dilcovered j or how could the Soutb-fea 
company'* (bifhave been brought hom^ had it been funk in fboK 
diAant corner of the vrotld. 

Thii prafiice. Sir, and the frauds which it hat occafioncd, and 
the fufpicioo* which the eafy practice of fraud* alwayt creatn, havt 
produced To many trial*, and filled the couru of juftice with fiich 
intricate contentions, that the judgei, who know petbapi nothing of 
this praAicebutfromittefle£ls,have often declared it to be fo pr^nant 
with contefts and cheati, that it ought not to be fuffcred, and that 
a Uw for fuppreffing ir would much contribute to the eftablifliment 
of peace, and thefccuiity of property. 

I am not infenfible. Sir, of tbe force of the argument made ule of ' 
by the honourable genilrman nha fpoke in favour of thii praAice, 
and cannot but allow it that regard which hit reafonrngs alwayi d^ 
fervei it ii lbcfb'ongeft,and perhaps the only argument, that can be 
produced. HiialTerrion of tbe impolfibilityofeftimatiRgtbe real value 
of a (hip, or of forekitowing tbe fjccefs of a voyage, ii ioconteC- 
tible : but perhapi it will follow fton thence, oat that an iiaagt- 

■ary 
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maty ralae ought to be ^dnitiwd, but that ao ioAiraoce ought to be 
alioved, where there ii no rational method of KT^rtuaiog it ; or 
at leafi th^ all fuch iafuraoce ought to be mher below the ptobable 
nlue, than above ic 

If the grievance complained of faaa beeo proved not to be imm- 
ginary, we ought doubdcft to confulthow it may beremedieds 
Dor do I believe that ouf' conflilutiooa will be ioeffedual, if we en- 
gage in theoif not with ao intention to perplex, but to inform ath 
other. I am of opinion. Sir, that the importance of the qacftioa 
re()uiret a committee t nor can I dtlcover any eflential itk£t in the 
bill, which flwuld hinder it from paffing into a law. 

Mr. BoKKBLL rpoke to this tSSeSk :— ^ir, I am convinced bj ck* 
perience, ai well aa teafon, that lb many inconveniencie* arifi; 
fnom thi* method.!^ infurance, that itafibrdi fo many opportnnitie* 
of fraud, and gtvei fuch encooragcment to negligence, that I Aall 
willingly concur in any stcafurei that may eSedually fupprela it. 
• It i9> Sir, too well known to require proof, that intereft it die 
parent of diligence, and that men attend to the performance of 
tbcitduty, in prpportion as they muft fuBoi by the negledof it; 
and therefore every pra^ice that deprives hooefty of its reward, ia in- 
jsrious to the publick* 

But that this is the confequence of efiimating fhipi at an imaginary 
value in the offices of infurance, is to the higheft (degree evident. 
"Wlien a Ihip ia eflimated above iu real value, how wilt the com- 
jnaader fuffer by a wreck, or what fhall reftrain him from dcAroy- 
i«g bis veflcl, when it may be done with fccurity to himfelf, except 
that integrity which indeed oughtto be generally diffufed, but which it 
not always to be found, and to which few men think it fafe to truft 
upon occalions of far Icfs importance. 

To fliew. Sir, that I do not indulge groundlefs rufpicions, or 
magnify the bare poffibility of fraud into reality ; that I do not 
Uacken human nature, or propofelaws againfiwickednefs that has 
not yet exified j it may be proper to mention Tome letters, in which 
i have been informed by my correfpondent at Leghorn, of the flate 
of the fbips which have arrived there ; {hips fo weakly mann'd, and 
' [0 penurioufly or negligently ftored, fo much decayed in the bot- 
toms and fo ill fitted with riggings that he declares bis aftonUhment 
at tbeir arrival. 
It may deferve our coa&deratioa, Sir> whether the fuccefs of the 

Spaailli 
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Spaniflt privateen may not be in great pirt attributed to this per- 
nicious pnfiice ; whether captains, whea tbetr vcllela are inTured 
fi» more than their value, do not raihiy venture into Icnown danga f 
Whether they do not wilfully atiA the fecurity of conroys ? Whe- 
ther they 4o not direfi their courfei where piivateeri may moft fe-> 
curely cruize i Whether they do not furrender with left reCftance 
than inteieft. would excite i And whether they do not nuCe clamoura 
againS the government for their iU fucceli, to avoid the fufpidon of 
negligence or Fnuid i 

Tlat. other frauds, are committed in the praSice of infurixig, is 
well known to the honourable gentleman ; it is a common pra£Uce 
10 take money upon bottomree, by way of pledge, for the captain's 
fidelity, and to deftroy this fecurity by infuring above the real valuej 
Jb that the captain may gain by n^lefting the care of his veflel, or 
It leaft fecure himfelf from lols, and indulge his eafe or his plealure 
without any interruption from the fear of diminilhing hi* fortune* 

.The whole pra^ceofinfurance. Sir, i» in its prcfent ftaie* Ibe* 
lieve, fo pe^lexed with frauds, and of fuch manifeft tendency to 
the obftruAion of conunetce, that itabfolutely requites fame legal 
regulations. 

Sir JoHK Barnard then fpoke to this purpofe :— Of frauds 
Sd the praflice of infurance, with regard- to which the honourable 
gentleman has appealed to me, I can confidently affirm that I am 
totally ignorant : I know not of any fraudulent practices openly 
carried on. or e&ablifhcd by cuflom, which I fuppofe are meant : 
for with regard to Cngle afls of fraud, committed by particular men, 
if is not to be fuppofed but that they have been detcSed in this, aa 
in all other branches of traffic : nor can I conceive that any 
argument can be drawn from them againft the praflice; for if every 
part of commerce is to beprobibiied, which has furnilhed villains 
with opportunities of deceit, wc fhall contrad trade into a narrow 
compafs. 

With regard. Sir, to the inftance of the Royal George, though 
the proceedings of the officers are not wholly to be vindicated, yet 
part of their conduA is left inexplicable than it has been reprefentcd. 
Their return to Antigua when they were bound for Britain, and 
vifere within a week's failing of their port, is cafily to be defended, 
if the wind was contrary to their intended courfe ; for it is not dif- 
ficult to conceive that tbey mlglu reach % difivit port with a favour- 
able 
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able wind, much fooner than one much neaier> with the wind againft 
tbem. 

I have always oblVrved, Sir, tbu the gentlcflwn engaged m the 
trade to the Eall-Indies, aflume an air of fuperiority, to which I 
know not what claim they can produce, and reem to tmaguie, that 
their charter givei them more extenGve knowledge, and more acute 
fagacity, than fallt to the lot of men not combined in their a&i>- 
ciation. 

- But howerer thefe gentlemen may difapprore my arguments, and . 
however they may mi&eprefent them, I fliall be fatisfied, that the/ 
will have with die difinterefled and impartial their jull weight, an4 
diat this affair will' not be haflilj determined upon an imperfe<ft exa- 
mination. 

Sir RoBBar Waipolb replied to this effefl :— Whether the 
merchants are fatisfied with the prefent methods of infuring, or what 
is the opinion of any feparate body of men, I think it abfolutelyun- 
neceflary to enquire. We are conSituted for the pnhlick advantage 
and are engaged by our fenatorial charaScr to confider, not the pri- 
vate iotereft of particular men> but the general advantage of onr 
country. 

' In our purfuit. Sir, of national interefl, we (hall be obliged fre- 
quently Co oppofe the fchemea which private men or feparate frater- 
nities hare formed for their own advantage, and wKich they may be 
cxpe^ed to defend with all their art ; both bccaufe every man is un- 
willing to imagine that the publick intereft and his own arc oppolite, 
iai becaule it it to be feared, that many may confider the pabiiclc 
only in fubordination to themletvet, and be very little fk>lIicitoua 
abcmt the general profperity of their country, provided none of the . 
calamities which a£Bi<ft it extend their influence to thcmfelves. 

We are in the difcuffion of thii que&ion, Sir, to confider that 
Ve are engaged in a war againfl a nation from which infuks, depre- 
dations, opprelGons, and cruelties, have been long complained of, 
>nd againft which we are therefore to aft with a refolutiun propor- 
tioned to the injuries which wc have furred, and to ourdefireuf 
vengeance. We are to praflife every method of diftrefllng them, am] 
to promote the fucceis of our arms even at the expcacu of prefent 
gain, and iheintcrcll of private men. 

Jt is well known. Sir, to all who have cither heard or read of the 
fpsniards, that tbey live in carclcflnefs and indolence, negleia all 
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tbe natural advuitages of their ownaMintry, derpire the gain <^ 
foreign commerce, and depend wholly on their American fett1eineiiti« 
for all the convcniaacie*} aad pcrliapi for moft of the necefiikrict of 
life. 

Thii it the particular circunftance that mak« a war wkh Britain 
fit much to be dreaded by them. A nation fuperior to tbem t^ fca 
holdi them belieged, lilce a garrilbn furrounded by an army, prtdudet 
tbem from fuppliea, intercepts their fuccoun, and if it cannot force 
dieir walla by atuclc, can at leafl by a blockade ftarve tbem to a ca- 
pitulation. 

Thus, Sir, by a naval war with au' enemy of fuperior ftrengdi, 
they muSt at length be fubdued, and fubdued perhaps without a battle, 
and without the poffibility of refiftance i ^ainft fuch an enemy 
their raurage or their difciptine is of no ufe i they may form armies 
indeed, but which can only Aand upon the fliorc, to defend what thdr 
enemies have no intention of invading, and fee tbofe Qiips feixed 10 
which their pay is treafured, or their provifions are ftorcd. 

Such, Sir, is our natural fuperiority over the Spaniards, a Ipems 
of fuperiority that muft Inevitably prevail, if it be not defeated by 
our own folly, and furcly a more eitc^ual method of defisating it, 
the Spaniards themfelves could not have dilcovcicd, than that of in* 
furing their fbips among our merchants. 

When a ibip thus infured is taken, which notwithllanding all pre- 
cautions mull fometimes happen, we examine the cargo, find it ex- 
tremely valuable, and triumph in our fuccefs ; we not only count 
the gain to ourfelvei, but the lofs to our enemies, and determine 
that a fmall number of fUcb captures will reduce them to oficr us 
peace upon our own terms. 

Such are the conclultons which ate made, and made with reafon, 
by men unacquainted with the fecret practices of our merchants, 
and who do not fufpeA us to be Hupid enough to (ecure por enemies 
againll ourfclvcs { but it is often found upon a more clofe examination, 
that our fbips of war have only plundered our merchants, and that 
our privateers may indeed have enriched themfelvea, but impoveriflted 
their country. It is discovered that the lofs of the Spaniards is to be 
repaid, and perhaps fometimes with interell, by theBritiihinfurers, 

If it be urged, that we ought not to enad any laws which may 
obfiiuct the gain of our fellow fubje^, may it not be afked, wb;^ 
all trade with Spain ii prohibited, may not tkc trade be equally gain- 
ful 



fill with the inrurancci and may not the gain be more generally dif- 
tributed, and ihererore be more properly national? 

But this trade wat prohibited, becaure it was more necellary to 
our enemies than to ourfelves ; it was prohibiced, becaufe the laws 
of war require, that a lefs. evil Should be fu&cred ra inllid a greater ; 
it it upon this principle that every battle is fought, aud that we fire 
our own ihips to confume the navies of the enemy. 

For this reafbn. Sir, it appears to me evident beyond contradi3ion> 
that the infurance of Spanifli fhips ought to be prohibited: we 
fliall indeed lofe the profit of the infurance, but we fliall be reim- 
burfed by the captures, which is an argument that cannot be pro- 
duced for the prohibition of commerce. < 

It is urged. Sir, that they may infure their {hips in other countriea* 
an allertion of which, whether it be true or not, I am not able to 
decide i but it is acknowledged, that the neceffity of eftabliihing 
new corrcfpondence will be at leaft a temporary obftru£lion of their 
trade, and an obftnidion of even a (hort continuance may lay them 
at our mercy. 

But let us, Sir, refleA upon the weaknefs of this argument, tttf 
amfi it aUewtd tt infuri btrtt bieauft thtj may iajirt in atber plata t 
will it not be equally juft to urge, that tbij nuft tradt with kit 
Wtamft thij may trad* with ttbtr natians f And may it not be 
anfwered, that though we cannot wholly fufpend theti commerce, it 
it yet our bufinelt to obftruA it at far as we are able i 

May it not. Sir, be farther affirmed, that by infuring in other ns< 
ticHii, they may injure their allies by falling into our hands, hut do 
not the lefs benefit us i that if they do not grow weaker, we at leaft 
are ftrengthened { hut that by infuring among us, whatever fteps ar« 
taken, the equilibrium of the war it preferred always the fame ? 

It is aflerted, and I fuppofe with truth, that we infure at a lown 
rate than others, and it will therefore follow, that the Spaniards, 
wbenevcrtheir {hips fliall efcape ut, will fuSer more by having infured 
amoogft fo;eignera, than if they hadcontraded with our merchants. 
Thus it appears. Sir, that there are ftronger reafoos for prohi- 
biting the infurance of Spanifb Ihips, than for putting a ftop to our 
commerce with them ; and that whether thdr {hips are taken by us» 
Of efcape us, it is the general intereftof the nation, that they {hall bs 
infured by foreign merchants. 
With tcfpefi. Sir, to the Eafi India compapft I bm no legard 
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fo their intereft, conTidcml a* diftiii£t firom tbit of the refi of the 
nation; nor have leceived any folicitations from them to promote 
din bill, or to erpQufe their inteieft, but cannot, without concealing 
my real fentimcntB, deny that as they have the grant of an exclufive 
trade to the Eaft Indie*, to enfure the tbips that are lent thither 
without their permiflion, ia to invade their rights, and to infringe 
Ihcir charter, and that the pntdice, if the raliJity of their charter 
le admitted, is illegal and ought to be difcountenanced. 

The prafiicc. Sir, of infuring, inttrtft tr iw tMirifi., or of affigning 
to (hips an imaginary value, is nothing more than a particular game, 
a mere (blemn fpecies olhezard^ and ought therefore to be prohibited* 
for every reafon that can be urged againft games of chance. 

With r^ard to thia bill in general, it is in my opinion highly oe- 
ccfiary, nor can I discover any important obje^ion that can be made 
xrainfl it. Some lav of this kind, and to this purpofc, I have long 
intended lo oKr to the confideration of this afTcmbly, and fince it ia 
■otp before us, I think we ought to coofider it with the atteotioa 
which may be juflly expelled from us. 

Lord Baltimore fpoke thus: — Sir, I know not how properly 
thepra^iceofiafuring may bctcrmed a fpecies of hazard, nor do£ 
Aink any thing more is to he confidered, than whether the game be 
fainful to the nation, or not, for I cannot difcover that there is any 
abfurdicy in enriching ourlclves at the expeoce of other nation*, 
whether enemies or allie*. That wc ought to prefer the general good 
to the advantage of individuals, is undoubted, but I cannot conceive 
that in this cafe there can be any oppofition between private and 
pubtick intereft. If our infurers gain by fccuring the dips of our 
enemies, the nation is benefited, for all national gain mufi circulate 
Arough the hands of individuals. 

^o man will aScrt that we ought to aSft our enemies, nor will 
arty man imagine that we affift them by imporerifhing them, and 
if our infurers gain by their pra^ice, the Spaniards mull undoubtedly 
be lofcrs. 

A4r. -WiitiMOT fpoke next, to the following purpofe : — Sir* F 
have converged oh the qucflion to which this bill relates, with men 
engaged in various kinds oftiaffick, and who have no common in- 
Ccrcft but that of their country. 1 have dil'perfed among the mer- 
chants, moft eminent for their acquaintance with the whole extent 
of mmoierce, and for their knowledge of the true intereft of the 

nation. 
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Mtion, copiea of tbit bill, and cannot fiai any of tbem Ib'lenfible of 
tbe grierance of nhicb we bavc fo loud complaints, as to delirc that 
it ihould be redreHed by the meafures now propofed. 

That frauds' ate prafiifed on every fide, in this, u well as in other - 
trades, tbe general corruption of our age gives us fufficicnt reafon 
tofnfped, but what is common to every fort of irafficic, cannot be 
produced as an argument for the prohibition of any. 

That the prafiice of infuring an imaginary value may give oppor- 
tunity for greater frauds than can be pradifed in common dealings, it 
likewife evident, but I cannot difcover fucH frauds to require the in- 
terpofition of the legiflature. 

If they are pradifed only by thole of our own nation, tbe publick 
does not fufier; for property is only transferred from one futjcA to 
another: tbe fraud ought indeed to be feverely punilhed in the courts of 
criminal juftice, but the cuftom which gave tbe opportunity of prac- 
tifing it, ought not to be refiraincd, any more than any other profef- 
fioo not criminal in itfelf, but liable to accidental abulet. 

If our infurers are defrauded by foreigners, the nation is then, tD' 
deed, more nearly affeded, but even in that cafe, it is to be remem- 
bered, that tbe private intereft of the infurers, who muft be immedi- 
ately mined, ta a fufficient fecurity for the publick. Foi it cannot. 
Sir, be conceived that any nun will obftinately cany on a bufinefs, 
by which he becomes every day poorer, or, that when he defifts 
he will be fucceeded by another, who cannot but know that he en- 
gages in that traffick to his certain ruin. 

The true ftaie of this tBa'ir is, that frauds are, indeed, often 
committed, and are for thst rcafbn always fufpeded, and that the in- 
furers, when tbey infure the ihip and cargo againfl accidents, reckoa 
among other chances the probability of being cheated, and pro- 
portion their demands, not only to the length and danger of the 
voyage, but to the charaSer likewife of the man with whom they 
contrad. 

This, Sir, is always the prafiice of thole whom experience hu 
made acquainted with the danger of implicit confidence and unfuf- 
pe£ting credulity, nor do any but tbe young and unfkilful fuffer them- 
felvcs to he fo expofed to frauds, as that their fortunei (hould be 
injured, or the general gain of their bufmefs over-balanced, by x 
few deceits. 

Thus it appears, that notwitbftanding^ the cafe and fafety with 

wjiich 
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wfaicfi tin prdcnt methodi of inrorance adtait friuid ' to tw pnSUki, 
Ac hrforen by a proportiofnte d^;ree of ctntioo, fecnre tbemlelvM 
film bring injured, and by coflfeqUence tbe nztioii. 

The iortmiice of foreign fliipt it now to be confidered, by which 
giot prvfit arifi» to tbe nation. We faifure, Sir, u it has been ob- 
ftrved. It tower rites than other natimis, becaufe we have nme bv 
Bcft of thi) kind, and the fmallnefs of our profit is conpenfatcd by ibc 
fieqnency; the che a pne f s of infarancea, and eagernefs of foretgners 
•p infare hrre, redprocally contribute to each other ; we aie oftea 
^flitd to, becairie we inAire at an eafy rate* and we can infnie at aa 
cafy rate, becaufe we are often applied to. 

Mot is the chcapneri of Britifli infunnce tbe only motive ta the 
picfercBoe which it prefenres among foreigncn, who arc induced (V 
apply to this nation, by the reputation which our mercbanti have de> 
IsmAy gained for probity and pundnalily fuperior to that tXmf 
aibcT naders. Our mercbaots. Sir, bvgain without artifice, p^ 
vidwut fubtetfuge;, and are ready- on all eccafioas to preleiTC their 
dMrafier at tbe hazard of their profit. ' 

From thefc two confiderations we may draw unaofwerabte »giF 
■cuts agaiaft any reftraints upon the pradtce of inrurin^: if fo* 
xeignersare oncedifappoimcd intbeir applications to us, onrbufinds 
will in a great part ceafe, and as we fhall not then be able to infiire 
at lower rates than other nations, we fball never recorer that hraach 
«f out trade. And a* the charafier of the Britifli merchants exempts 
then from any furpicion of praflices pernicious to the puUick, why 
ibould tbey be reftrained ? Why, Sir, fliould they appear to be fuf- 
pcfied by the legiflatute of their own country, whom foreigners truft 
without hefitation ? 

It has been ol^e^ed to them with great warmth, and urged with 
noch rhetorical exaggeration, that they affift the enemies of their 
country, that ihey prolong the war, and defeat thofe advannga 
which our fituation and commerce have given ui ; imputations fuf- 
ficiently atrocious, if they were fouaded upon truth. 

Bat let us, Sjr, examine the arguments by which this acculatioo 
has been fupported, and enquire whether this triumph of eloquence 
bas been occafioned by any real liiperiority of evidence or reafoo ; rt 
it urged, that we have already prohibited commerce with the Spani- 
ards, and that therefore we' ought likewilc to prohibit the infurance 
of their Ibipi. 

It 
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' It will not requirej Sir, tn inugtnation verj tsrtWt, or a know- 
Jsdge very eztenlive, to fupply argumenis fufficicnt to refute the fop- 
poled demonftration ; in opporuion to vhich it may be urged, that 
this kind of commerce is of a peculiar nature, that it fubfilU upon 
opinion, and is prefervcd by the reputation of our infurere; a repu- 
tation that the infurera of other nations may obtain by the fame 
nwaoii and from whom we fliall theteforc never recover it. 

It may be obferved, Sir, that other commodities arc the peculiar 
produd of dtfierent countriet, and that there is no danger of lofing 
our other' trade by fufpending it, becauli: it depends upcMi the ex*' 
celtence of our manufaduret ; but that infurancc may be the com- 
modity of any country, where money and common bonefty are 
to be found. 

This argument may periupi he yet more efFiidually invalidated^ 
or perhaps entirely . fubverted by denying the expedience of that pro- 
hibition which is produced as a precedent for another reflraint. Nor 
indeed does it appear why we fliould preclude ourfelves from a gain- 
ful trade, becaufe the money is drawn by it out of the hands of ouf 
enemies J or why the produfl of our lands fliould lie unconfumcd, of 
our manu&3ures ftand unemployed, rather than we fliould fell to < 
our enmies what they will purchafe at another place, or by the jnter- 
Tention of a neutral powbr. 

• To fell to an enemy that which may enablebim to injure us, that 
which he muft necef&rily obtain, and which he could buy from no 
other, would indeed be, to the laft degree, abfurd ; but that may 
fiirelybefold them without any breach of morality or policy, which 
they can want with lefi inconvenience than we can keep. If wa 
-were beCeging a town, I fliould not advife our Ibldicrs to fell to the 
tnhabiunts ammunition or provilions, but cannot dilcover the folly 
of Admitting them to purchafe ornaments for their houfes, or bro> 
cadet for their ladies. 

But, without examining with the utmoft accuracy, whether the 
hte prohibition was rational or not, I have, 1 hope, fuggeflcd ob- 
jeftioai fufficient to make the <]ue({ion doubtful, and to incline us 
to try the fuccefs of one experiment before we venture upon another 
more hasardous. 

I am never willing. Sir, to load trade with renrainta ; trade is in 
ia own nature fo fugitive and variable, Uut no cooftant courfe can 
. Vol.. I, <i. be 
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bepreftriWdto it} ud thofe regvluJan>#hieVimc pr^itafwhen 
they vnn QHtfe, majr in afewmonrtnbccoiM difficultiv tnd ob* 
ftrufiioni. We well knoi», tb*t mvfj of th« med'urtt whkh our 
ftnceQors purTued for. the cnconngeqient of eomiacrce, have Keen 
found of peraiciout confequcnce [ tnA cv^d in tbiragc,- which ptr~ 
bap« experience mdrc ihut wiftbo) hM eidightenedy 1 hnr? known 
flew attempts of that Icind which hive not defeated tbe cfid for whicb- 
titey were made. 

It b more prudent to leave thb mcrchanti at Hbett^fO pnrfue tHofs 
flUeafuroi which experience fliall di^te upon every occalioi), and 
Cuflcr them to fnatch the prerent opportunity of boneft gain whenerer 
it fliall happen ; they Wi)t never injure their own intertfi by the itfe 
of this liberty, and by preferving ihemrelvci they will piererve the 
nation from dettiatent ; nor will they need to be reflrained by a law 
pn^fcd without their rolicitation, and of which they cannot dif> 
cover any benefici^ confeqiienccs. 

Mr< HoRACi WAtPOLi fpoke next \o thia purpofe :-~Sir, For tlw 
VU Qow b^fv? u* 1 b^iVe no particular fondnefc, nor deGre that it 
^vld he promoted by any other meau than r^tiotul ar^iuneiio ao4 
the repirefentalion of indubitable fa&a. 

I have no regard. Sir, in this em^uiry, to any privtfc interefi. of 
iny cfther def^re thu that of fccudng the intcreft of my eountry, 
vvhich, in my opioioni evidently requires that we Qiould give no 
^ftuce tQOitr enomiet* that our merchant) fliould co>operate witl^ 
9ur n»iet« and tbat we Ihould endeavour to with<hold every thing 
th«t may inak« the war left burthctUooK to tbetq, »nd eoqfei^utfutljt 
vf lo^gsr continuance. 

.\t wu abferved*. §iri, in the b^giiming of the <kbaie« by a gen- 
tleman eminently fkilled in mercantile ^ffit^is, that iofurance waa 
pra£tiftd by iqany naiioiU i hut he did not inform, ui of what ope o$ 
the ctiurei mai(ea it proper to enquire^ whether they allowed thq 
(Dcthod of i[\Oiring urff^ tr w i''ltrffi^ and rating Qiips at an iaa- 
gV>4Fy value. Thiaiij 1 know, prohibited tqr the dutch, anatioa 
^hpfe aucKority on commercial ^^eft(c^1t will not b« difputcds oot 
do they allow their £aft Indian ihip* to be infutcd at all. 

The difficulty of cf^imating the value of any cargo bai been uiged 
ja defence of this praflicc, nor is thedefence wholly without weight* 
kKUl''^ ^f ^^Q in IQtOf Yojra^^ CVta«( ^e a(;c(tai(tcd. I flull^ 
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digreCs from tbe prefent argument, how necefliry it a tha: fome of ■ 
our exported cargoes fliould be exa^y fpeciGcd. ■; 

I bare been lately ioformcd» Sir. tbtt fix fhtps laden with BritUfa' - 
wool, have eateicd at one time into a port of France i nor do I t 
know bow tbis praSice, whicb is juftly complaioed of as pernicious- ; 
to our trade, and Oiroatening tbe riiin of our counrry, can be pre- ; 
Tented but by a conftantand regular particularisation of every ear* - 
go carried to Frvace. 

I admit. Sir, that fome cargoes which are imported cannot b»^ 
particularly regiflered { fucb ii the gold with whicb we are daily : 
fnpplied by out commerce with the Portuf^uefe in oppofilion ta 
their laws, and which our meicbanta are therefore under the nccef-- 
fity of concealing. 

It is not indeed eafy to ferefee all the iaconveniences that may 
arife from new regulations of commerce, but the difficulty is not fo- 
grcat ai has been reprefented, nor can I conceive why all our coo- 
fiikationi on trade, fliould be without effect. Gentlemen may ob~ 
tain fome knowledge of commerce from their own obfervation,' 
whicb they may enUr^ by an uncoo5ned and indifferent conver- 
fatioiS with traders of various clafles, and by enquiries into the dif- 
ferent branches of commerce ; enquiries. Sir, which are generally 
neglefied by chofe whofe employments confine their, attention ro 
particular pan* of commerce, or i^hofe application to buftncfs hip- 
d|i;n them from attending to any opinions but thofe which their own 
fpitoaal experience enables them to form. 

From thefe informations impartially collefled, and diligently com- 
pared, a man not engaged in the profcffion of a merchant may form 
general priiKiplei, and draw confequences more ceruin, and more 
extenlive in their relations, than thofe which are llruck out onfy 
^om the obfervation of one fubdividcd fpccies of commerce. 

A member of this boufe. Sir, thus enlightened by enquiry, and 
wbofe judgment is not diverted from in natural re&itude by iheim- 
pulfe of any private confideration, may judge of any commercis 
debate with lefa danger of error or partiality than the merchants, 
of whom nevertheleft I have the htgheft efteem, and whofe know* 
ledge or pr(4>ity I do not intend to depreciate, when I declare my 
fean that they may Ibmecimes confound general maxims of trade 
^iih die opiniont of particular branches, and fwineCimes miQake cjieir 
•Wfl gain for the inteieft of tbe pubUck* 

0.1 Tht 
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ThelntercA of the merchants ought indeed always to be confidcred 
in this houfe ; but then it ought to be regarded only in fubordination 
to that of the whole community, a fubordination which thegenilemin 
who (poke laft feems to have forgotten. He may perhaps not tn- 
tenj long to retain bis fcnatorical charaSerj and therefore delivered 
his opinion only as a merchant. 

He has diftinguilhcd between the conduct of aqperienced and un- 
flcilful infurers, with how much jutlice I fhUI not determine. ] am 
afraid that a vigorons enquiry would difcovcr, that neither age nor 
youth has been able to rcfift flrong temptations to fome pradices, 
which neither law norjuflice can fupport, and that thotc, whofeex- 
perience has made them cautious, have not been always equally honeft. 

But this is a jubjcdl upon which I am not inclined to dwell, and 
only oiention as the leafon which convinces me of the propriety of 
the bill before us. « 

SirWiLLiAM YoNGE fpolceto this effcfl: — Sir, there appears no 
probability that the different opinions which have been formed of this 
bill will be reconciled by this debate ; nor indeed is there any reafon 
for wondering at this contrariety of fentiments. 

The fevera] claufes of the bill have relations and confcquences fo 
different, that fcarce any one man can approve them all ; and in our 
prefent deliberation anobJeiSion to a particular claufe isconfidered 
as an argument aginfl the whole bill. 

It is therefore neceflary, to prevent an unprofitable expence of timet 
to lefolve the houfe into a committee, in which the bill may be con- 
fideied by finglc claufes, and that part which cannot be defended may 
be reje<Eled, and that only retained which deferves our approbation. 
In the committee, when we have conGdered the firH claufe, and 
beard the objections againfl it, we may mend it ; or, if it cannot be 
amended, reje£t or popltone it, and fo proceed though the whole 
bill with much greater expedition, and at the fame time with a more 
diligent view of every claufe, than while we are obliged to take 
the whole at once into our confideration. 

I (hall for my part approve fome claufes, and make objedions to 
others ; but think it proper to referve my objections, and the reafoos | 
of my approbation, for the committee into which we ought to go on I 
this occafion. 1 

The bill was referred to a committee, but not forty ntmben 1 
ftaying in the hou{ir> It was dropped. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Marti 3, 1740-1. 

SEBATE ON THE BILL FOR. THE ENCOURACIMINT AND 
ENCREASE OF SEAMEN. 

Tbt }!ll was trdtrid te be read tie ftctmd ilnti^ and to he printed for the 
lift tf the irumberjt that it might be thorstigblf examined and tmdtr- 
fiaoi. 

On the ^\th day the fectnd reading aftbe bill was peftpaned te the ^Otb ; 
iat the grand metim being debated an that day, neibing elfi wai 

Ontht ^ifl it vtai again put iff"; hut 

Ontht%fith day, being read a fectnd time ^ it war, after fame tppefilitn^ 
rtftrrid to a cemmittee of the tuhel* boufe lafstfiut dayt after. In 
the nuan while. 

On the ^-jtb it wai ordered that the prtptr 0eert d» lay htftre tbh 
bauft an account afwhat ferfim were autborixtd by virtue of the aS 
intbt 4/A of quern 4nnt, for " the encaaragement and tntreaft ^ 
feamen, and far the better andfpeedier manniit^her fleet " ta cntduO 
feamtn ar feafatingnien taken upo^ privy fearcbet made by applica- 
tions tf jttflict:, and what number of ftamtn or feafaring men v/er$ 
returned^ alfa the charge attending the fame. 

On the 6t^ day, moved that the faid account fiiauld be read; wbich 
being dant, the koufe refolved itfelf into a grand cammittet an the prt- 
ftnt billi and the prji claufe being read, propeftng the blanke t» 
be filled thus, that every valuntier fiaman, after fioe years fervice^ 
he entitled tafsxpaunds per year, during life^ 

SiK J»BH Barnard rofe, and fpoke as follows: — Sir, as it i* 
our duty to provide laws, by which all frauds and oppreiBons may 
be puniflied, when ihcy are dcte£led, wc are no lefs obliged to 
obviate Tuch practices as fltall make punifhmcnts tteceflary ; nor are 
we only to facilitate the detefiion, but Ulce away, as far as it, is 
poffible, the opportunities tf guilt. It i* to no purpofc that punifli- 
Q_3 wentj 



'530 t> t B AT I 6 H fMARCHi, 

' nienta are threatened, if they can be evaded, or that rewards are 
offered, if they may by any mean artificei be withheld. 

For this reafon, Sir, 1 think it neceCitry to obferve, that the in- 
tent of this claufc, the mod favourable and alluring claufe in th^ 
bill, may lofe tts eSe& by a pradice not uncommon, by which aoy 
man, however inclined to ferve his country, may be dcfFaudod of 
the right of a voluntier. 

Many men have voluntarily applied to the oiGcers of fhips of war, 
Bnd after having been rejected by ihcm as unfit for the fcrvice, have 
been dragged on board within a few da^ s, perhaps within a few 
hours afterwards, to undergo all the hardfbips, without the merit of 
Toluntiers. 

When any man. Sir, has been rejected by the Tea-officers, be ought 
\o have a certificate given him which (hall be an exemption fh>m as 
imprefs, that if any other commander {hall judge more favourably 
of hisqualifications, he may always have theprivilcgeof a voluntier, 
and be entitled to the reward which hedefervcd, by bis readineb to 
•ttiter the fcrvice. ' 

If fuch provifions arc not made, this hateful praAIce, a pradice. 
Sir, common and notoriuis, and very difcounging to fuch a> wo^ld 
ttnter the fcrvice of the publick, may (o far prevail, that no man 
-fiiatl be able to denominate bimfelf a voluntier, or claim the reward 
propofed by the bill. 

Admiral Wagzh fpoke next to the following tSe& : — Sir, it il 
not common for men to receive injuries without applying for tedrcb, 
when ic may ccrtaihly be obtained. If any proceedings like tbole 
«hich are now complained of, had been mentioned at the board of 
admiralty, they had been immediately cenfuted and redreScd j but 
as no fuch accufations were offered, I think it may probably be con* 
eluded, that no fuch crimes have been committed. 

. For what purpofe oppreffions of this kind Ibould be pradifcd, it it 
not eafy to conceive ; for the officers are not at all rewarded for im- 
^preffing lailors. As therefore it is not probable that any man «& 
wickedly or cruelly without temptation : as I have never heard iny 
fuch injury complained of by thofe that fuSered it, I cannot but 
imagine, that it is one of thofe reports, which artfe from miftake, or 
^'re forged by malice, to injure the officers, and obftrud the lervice. 

Lord Baltimore rofencxt, and fpoke to the following effeS:— 

That 
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Tliat the pnQice now comidained of, Sir, U very frequent^ anil, 
whatever mj be the trmptation to ir, fuch as every day produce* 
fiune inftaoces of, I have reafoni for allerimg with great confidence. 
i have within thefe kw days, as I was accidentally upon the rivef^ 
' infomeil aiyfelf of two watennen ignominioully dragged by force 
into the ferv ice to which they had voluntarily offered tbemfelves k 
few days before. The reafons of fuch oppreffioD, it b the buGnefi 
of thoft gentlemen to enquire, wboiB his iiiajeft)f entrufts with, th* 
care of his fleet ; but to interrupt the coarfe of wickednefs, to hinder 
it from frufirating tbe reward* offered by the publick, is the provinc* 
of the reprefentative* of the people. And I hope. Sir, foine prtnife 
will be made in this cale. ' 

yidmiial NoKRts rofe and faid: — Sir, if any .fuch pradicet had 
bsen frequent, to what can it be imputed, that thofe who employ 
their live* in maritime bufincfs Ihould be ftnuiger* to them t Why 
have no complaints been made by thofe that have been injured f CJt 
^hy ftuHild olGcersexpofe themfelves to the hazard of cenfure, with- 
out advantage 1 I cannot difcover why tbcfe hard£btp* (bould be in* 
fli^ed, oor ho>r they could have been concealed, and therefore think 
tbeofficers of tfie navy nuy,be cleared from the imputation, without 
further enquiiy. 

SirJoHK Barnard fppke again to the following purpofe:— Sir, 
it is in vain that objcftiona are made, if the hSla upon which they 
jav founded may be denied at pleafure : nothing is, more cafy than to 
4leny, becaule proofs are not required of a negativev But as nega* 
lives require bo proof, lb th^y have.no authority, nor can any conle- 
^uencebe deduced from them. 1 might therefore fuficr the h&M to 
lemain ip ttieir prefent fiate, aflerted on one fide by thofe that have 
jfcafbni to bdieve them, and doubted on the other without reafon* i 
tw furcly he cannot be laid to reafon, who queflions an aQertioa 
only becauls he does not know it to be true. 

But as every qaeftion by which the liberty of a Briton may be 
tSeSttit i* of importance, fufficient to require that no evidence Ihould 
be fupprefled by which it may be cleared, I cannot but think it pro- 
fxr that a committee Ihould be formed to examine tbe condufl of 
tbe oficns lit this particular } and in confidence of the veracity of 
thofe from whom 1 received my Information, 1 here promife to pro- 
ducc fuch evidence as.flull put an end to controverfy and doubt. 

if tbia is n9t granted. Sir,, tbe {»& muQ ftand recorded and 
Q.4 fUnwedi 
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kllonred t for to doubt, and rcfule evidence, ia a 4%ree of prqudigs 
■ndobftinacy without example. Noi isthit tbetmlyofi^edioniothc 
t^ufe bcrore us, which appeals very imperfoft with regard to the 
qualifications fpccified as a title to the reward. The reward ought 
notto be Confined tothofe who fltall hereafter be invited by the pro^ 
unife of it to engage in the fervice, while diole viho entered into it 
without any fuch profpeA, are condemned to dangers and fatigues 
without a recompence. Where merit is equal, the reward ought to 
he equal ; and furely where there it greater merit, the reward pro- 
poTed by the fenate, as an enccuragement to bravery, ought not to 
be lefs. To be excluded from the advani^s which others have obt- 
tained only by avoiding the fervice, cannot but deprefs the fpirit of 
thofe whofe zeal and courage incited them at the beginning of the 
Xrar to enter into the fleet; and to dejed thofc from whom we expeft 
dcfcnceand honour, is neither prudent norjuft. 
• Nor is it, in my opinion, proper to offer the fame reward indlf- 
criminately to all that (hall accept it ; rewards ought to be propor>- 
tioned to defert, and no man can juftly be paid for whathe cannot 
perform ; there ought therefore to be fomc diftinAton made between 
a fitAnaikby profeffion, one that has learned his art at the cxpence of 
long experience, labour, and hazard, and a man who only enters the 
fliip becanfe tie is ufelefs on land, and who can'only incommode the 
failon till he baa been inftruded by them. 

■ It appears. Sir, to me a conlJderable defcfl in our naval regula- 
tions, that wages are not proportioned to ability j and 1 think it 
may not be now unfeafonably propofcd, that failors fliould be paid 
according to the fkill which they have acquired ; a provifion by whtd) 
•n emulation would be raifed ammg them, and that induftiy excited, 
which now languilbes for want of encouragement, and thofecapw. 
dties awakened which now ilumber in ignorance and floth, from 
the dcfpair of obtaining any advantage by fuperiority of knowledge. 
Sir RoBBRT Walpole then rofe, and fpokc at fdlowt: — That 
this charge, Sir, however pofitlvely urged, is generally unjuft, the 
.declarationt of thcfe hon. gentlemen are fufficient to evince, Jince it 
is not probable that the injured perfons would not have found fone 
friend to have reprefented thefe hardfliips to the admiralty, and no 
/uch reprefcnlations could have been made without their knowledge. 
Yet, Sir, I am far from doubting that by accident, or perhaps by 
malice, fomc men. have been treated in this mannerj foiitknotin 

the 
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Ide po#er of atff idtniniftruion to make all thofehonefl or wife 
«rttoni theyatre obliged toemnloy; and when great affairs are depend- 
ing, minute eircamftances cannot always be attended to. If the 
vigilance of thofe who are intrufted witK the chief dircdion of great 
aumbm of fubordiiute officers be Aich, that corrupt pradkes are not 
frequent, and their juftice fuch, that they are never unpuniflied wheA 
l^aily deleted, the moll ftriS enquirer c^n expcfl no moro. 
Power will fometimes be abufed, and punifliment fomettmes U 
clcaped. 

It is, Sir, eafy to be conceived that a report may become general 
though the pradice be very rzre. The iiGt is multiplied as often a> 
)X it related, and every man who hears the fame ftory twice, imagines 
that it is told of different perfons, and exclaims againft the tyianoy 
of the officers of the navy, . 

But thefe, in my opinion. Sir, aie quelHons^ if not remote from 
the prdent a^r, yet by uo means eflential to it. The queflion now 
before us is, not what illegalities have been committed in the execu.- 
tion of imprcfles, but how imprcflcs themfelves may become lets ne- 
ceSuy? bow the nation may bcfecured without injury to indviduals? 
and how the fleet may be manned with lefs detriment to commerce i 

Sir, the reward now propofed is intended to excite men to enter the 
fervice without compulfton t and if this expedient be not approved, 
another ought to be fuggcAed: For I hope geptleiQen arc united in 
their endeavours to find out fomc method of iecurity to the publiclc, 
aod do not obHru^ the proceedings of the committee, that when the 
fleets lie inaflive and ufelels, they may have ap opportunity to le- 
proach the miniftry. 

Admiral NoRRis fpoke next, in fubftance :— Sir, tboug)i it is not 
ncccllary to enter into an accurate examination of the gentleman's 
.propofal, yet I cannot but obferve, that by making it he dlfcovej^ 
bimfcif unacquainted with the difpoficion of (eamen, among whom 
nothing raifes To much difcontent as the fufpicion of partiality. Should 
cme man, in the fame rank, receive larger wages than another, be 
who thought himfelf injured, as he who is paid Icfs will always think, 
would be fo far from exerting his abilities to attain an equality with 
bis alTociate, that he would probably never be prevailed on to lay his 
band upon the tackling, but would fit fullen, or work perverfcly, 
though the fhip were labouring in a llorm, or finking in a battle. 

Mr. Goae then fpoke as follows: — Sir, the danger of introducing 

diftin^ions 
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(liftiaAioH amoag men in the piaw rank, i*bere cwry qua tbac 
Mugines lu> merit neglected may have ui«pport(uity of nJcntuie 

. yke injury, U douUkla Cvfih u no prudent copunandn will ytaiwet 

.,,|e incur. 

Every nun in tbiicafebeccmes the judge ofhis own merit; mud 
4« he will always dilcovei (bme reafoo for the preference of anoUier 
very diSeretit from fuperiority of defert, he will, by confequeoce, te 
cjtber enraged or difpirited, will cither rerelre to dcfcrt bis com- 
Bunder^ or betray him to the eoemiest or not dppofe tiiem, 

1 wmeaiber, Str, though imperfcAly, « flory vhtch I heard ia 
fBy<trftveIi, of an army in which fome troops received a penny a daj 
Jt6 than ;he icft i a paifimony which coft dear in the day of baltle{ 
^br the difgitScd troops laid down their armi before the eoeotjr, «ad 
iii^red their general to be cut in piece*. 

Genend Wadk then fpoke to thk *St& : — Sir, I cannot but coa- 
«ttr with the honourable gentletnan in hi* opinion, that ihofe who are 
already et^aged in the GErvice, who have borne the fatigues of a long 

. -wifage, aiul pefbapiareat thia hour expdiog their lives in banle to 
defcnd the tigbia of tbcir-comitty, ought to have the fame claim lo 
the .ninrd .propefed with ihofi: who OuJI hereafter offer themfclvn. 
■Mor in -my opinionoogbt thole who have biiheno been prefled iqto 
,«ar fleeta to be dtfcouraged from their duty by an exduGon from rbe 
.fame advent^. For if they were compelled to Icrw in the fieet, 
ibey were compelled when there waa not this encouragement for 
■volaaticrt which, perhapt, they would have accepted if it bad 
been- then pfopofed. -Every nan atteaft will allege, that he would 
have accepted it, and complain he fuffers only by the fault of the go- 
•vcrnmcnt; a govemmpnt which he will not be very zealous to de- 
'lend, while he is coniidered with lefs regard than ofhers from whom 

. no greater fcrvices are expefled. 

A profpeA of new rewards, Sir* will add new alacrity to all 
the forces, and an equal diftriburion of favour will ftcureanun- 
'0uken and inviolable fidelity. Nothing but union can produce fuc- 

• eefi, and nothing can fecure union but impartiality iidjuflice. 

Mr. Sandys rofe^ and fpoke as follows : -r^ir, the efficacy of 
-tewardc, and the neceffity of an Impartial diftrlbution, ate no un- 
•ftuilful Aibjeds for rhetoric ; bat it may perhaps be more ufeful 

• at prefent to coniider, with fuch a degree of atteotion.u.tbe ^ueAion 
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muft be acknowledged to defeirct n whom lliefe rewarda ire'te 
' he paid, ami from what fund tbey »re exuded to uiliB. 

With regard to thofe who are to claim «be remml. Sir, t^ 

Icon very negligently TpeciBcd ; for tfiey are diftiogaiflicd only by 

the chanAer of having ferved five jsari ; a diftinAios unintdligifalc^ 

without explanation. 

It is, 1 fupporc, Sir, the intent of ^ bill, ttntaoaaaflMU mUt 

At revard but by his own fault, and dierefore k ta*f be enquire^ 

what ii to be the fate of him ntbo (boll be difabied ia kia firfta4- 
venture, whom in the firft year or mondi of hii feirice, ui uii~ 
ludy fliot (hall confine for the lemalning part of bb lib to io«3^ 
Tity : as the bill is now fonned, be muft be m{lerd>le wkhoat a •*- 
xooipenle ; aitd hit Wounds, which make him unfile 40 fi^ipoit 

bifflfclfj will, though rcceifed in defence of hia coontrf, tMttfc 
-bim to no fupport from the pi^jlick. 

Nor ia this the only difficulty that nsy arifefitHB thefpediyiogtf 

fo long a lerrice ; (or how can any man that iball enier-m baud the 
fieet be informed that the war will continue for 'five yean i May we 
Aot all jollly hofK that alacrity, oMnimity, And prudence, may ia 

a mncfa ihorter time leduce our enemiei to h^ for psaee I And fl»U 
eur failois lofe the reward of their bazardt and their labonn, only 
^ecauJe they hare been fuccefiful ? Wiiat will dits -be Ids than ma- 
• king their bravery a crime or Mlft and puniOiiog them for n<ttpE»- 
Ira^ng the war by cowardice or treachery t 

But let us fuppofe, Sir, thole defitda fuppliedbyz moreexpHett 
and determinate fpecification, there wUl yet arife an objefiioa He 
mote formidable; an objeAion t^icltdie prelent ftsteoFouTieveiutca 
will notfufier to be anfwercd. The confideratlon <^ the greotneft 
«f the annual paymear which this propoftl requires, ought to incite 
every man to employ all bis Opacity in fearch of fome other method 
equally efficacious and left cxpenfiTe. 

We have already, Sir, fony thousand feanen in our pay, to whom 
right thoufand more are fpeedily to be added : when each of ihefe 
fliall demand bis flipend, a new burthen of two hundred and eig^t/ 
eight tboufand pounds muft be laid upon the nation i upon a nation, 
wboie lands are mortgaged, whofe revenues are anticipated, and whole 
taxescannotbe borne without murmurs, norencreafed without fedition. 
The naii*n has fbudd by experience, that taxes once hnpoled for 
}«ft reafoni) and continued upon plaafible pretences, till they are be- 
come 



ttjfi * D « » A: T- E ;_ O H '[uAKCli ^ 

come familiar,' are afterwards continued upon iriotivcs lefs laudable, 
are too prodtlQlve of influence, and too inftrumenta) towards faci- 
litating the nieafuresofthemiDiftry,tobe ever willingly remitted. 

' Mt.Bladbh fpoke ncxt,ai fbllowa:' — Sir, it is obvious that when the 
.klance ii unequal, it majr be reduced to air e<}uilibnum, as well bjr 
taking weight out of one fcale, as adding it to the other. The wages 
•^ed by the merchants overbalance at prefent thofe which are 
.propolcd by the crown ; to raife the allowance in the fhips of war> 
will be to lay new loads upon the publick, and will incommode the 
Merchants, whofe wages mud always bear the fame proportion to 
tbc ting's. . The only method then that remains, is lo lighten 
4lleoppofite fcale, by rellraiotng the merchants from giving wag^ 
(■'.time of war beyond a ceruin valuer for as the fervice of tfaf 
cmm is tbca more immediately neceflary to the general advantage^ 
than that of the merchants, it ought to be made more gainful. Sai- 
lors, Sir, are not generally men of very extenfive views ; and there- 
lore wc cannot expe^ that they Ihould preler the general good of 
-f beir country before their own prefent inierefi, a motive of fuck 
power,' that even in men of curious relearchea, refined fentimenis, 
anif generous education, we lee coo often that it furmounts every 
other conGderatiott. , , 

Lord Baltimore then fpoltc again : — Sir, to the expedient which 
Ae honourable gentleman who fpoke laft has fuggeltcd, and which 
be mud be conrefled to have placed in the ftrongeH light, many ob^ 
jeStons-may be raifcJ, which I am afraid will not eafily be removed. 
. 'The firff. Sir, whidi occurs to me on this <hort lefledioa is ncf 
Je&tbaathe impo£bilily of putting his fcbeme in execaiioo. The 
pie&nption' of wages whidi he propofes, may be cliided by a thou- 
fimd artifices, by advanced money, by gratuitous acknowledgments, 
the payment of money for pretended fcrvicee, or by fecret contrafts, 
which it will he the intercfl of both parties to conceal, 
r 'Bur if this objection coiild be fuimounted by feverity and vigilance, 
would not this expedient help to defeat the general intention of the 
'bill ? A bill not defigncd as an immediate refource, a mere tempo- 
rary projc^ to fuppiy our fleets for the prefent year, but as a method 
for removing the only obfh-udlion of the Britifli power, the difficulty 
of manning our Ihips of war. 

It is, I hope. Sir, the intention of every man who has oficied his 
fcritimcnts on this occafion, to contrive fome general encouragement 

fur 
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for feamen, which fliaU not only invite them to a£ft their country 
at the firft fummons, but ftall allure others to qualify themrelvcs foif 
the publickfervice, by engaging in the fame profcffioa. 
' This is only to be done hy making the conditioa of failori ]eA 
mirerable, by entitling them to privileges and honouring them witk 
diHin£Hons. But by limiting (he merchants wages, if Aicfa liinita-> 
tions are indeed poSble, though we may palliate the prerentdiilre^ 
we (hall diminilh the number of failors, and thereby not only coo- 
tii& our commerce but endanger our country. 

Mr. Tracey fpolce next to the following effcil : — Sir, I know 
not for what reafons the ptefent method of advancing rewards at en- 
trance is'praiElifed, of which, however Ipecious it might appear^ 
the fuccefi by no means encourages the contiouance. I'he failors, 
though not a generation of men much difpofed to reflei^ion, or qua- 
lified for ratiocination, are not yet fo void of thought as not cafilf 
to perceive that a fmal) encreafe of condant wages is of more value 
than feveral pounds to be paid only at once, and which are fquaodeted 
as foon as they are received. 

Inftead therefore of retraining the wage) of the merchants* it 
leems probable that by raifing thofe of the king, we may man die 
fleet with moll expedition ; and one method of raifiog the w«get 
will be to fupprefs the adv'anced money. 

' I'he Attorhbv-General fpoke next:— Sir, if the Turn ot 
money now paid by way of advance can be fuppofed to have any 
cfTe^, if it can be imagined that any number of feamen^ however 
iiiconfidcrable, are allured by it into the Reet, it is more ufefully cm* 
ployed than it can be fuppofed to be when funk into the current 
wages, and divided into fmall payments. 

* The advance money is only paid to thofe that enter : if no volun- 
tiers prefent themlclves, no money is paid, and the nation doth not 
fuffer by the olTer : but if the wages are raifed, the expcnce will be 
certain, wiihou^ the certainty of advantage ; for thofe that enter vo- 
luntarily ioto the fleet, will receive no more than thofe that ate 
forced into it by an imprefs; and therefore there will be no incite- 
ment to enter without compullion. Thus every other inconvenience 
will remain, with the addition of a new burthen to the nation j our 
forces wilt be maintained at a greater expeace, and not railed with 
lefv difficulty. 

' Lord Baltimors laid;— Sir, I cannot but concur la o^nion 
• ■ with 
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wHb ,th« hodcvHiUe gpndemui whb (poke Uft, fiom my o«b ae- 
^aivtanee witli the femimciiti and habiti that vnHutabij picvail 
amoEig thofe wbo have bwn lecnflomed to the fet, a race of men to 
the. tali degree neglig<enrof any future eyenti, aod carclcfs aboot aMf 
pTAvifMin againtt 4iftiiit evili) nca who have no tfaoughu atfca^ 
but 4iow to reacb the land, twr at land, but how to fq^uaoder what 
tlvey have ^nod at ba. To nen like tbcfe, it may eafily be iaugioed 
that od edcouragemeiit U equal to tbe temptattoa of prcfent gaio^ 
and the opportunity of prefent plcafurC' 

Of tbii any man. Sir, may convince bimfelff who (ball talk to s 
CfS* but balf an beiir t for be (ball find few among them, who will 
sot* fbr I fmal) fum of prefent inaney, fell any diftant profpeA q£ 
lAtBiice Of ha^pinefib 

Wbctbtr t am miftaken ia my oputon, tbe bouourable merabem 
who bKTC long coamaoded in tbe lumd fenice, can ea£ly determuK, 
«t4 i iotiA not but tbey will agree, that no motive can be propofcd 
to « faitor equivalent to ionaediate reward. 

Sir William Yohob fpoke next :— Sir, that Ibme diftiaAio« 
•ugbt to be made to the advantage of volunticra, if we intend toman 
•ar fleet without compulfion, ii obvious and inconteftable i and t» 
avoid tbt oeceffity of compulCon ought to be tbe chief cad of tbi* 
hiil i for nothing can be Icfi to the advaiAagc of the nation, than to 
continue tbe ufc of fucb ungrateful metbodt, and yet iocreaft tbe 
publick expcnce. 

We oug^t tbcrefbre, in my opinion, to determine upon (bme 
peculiar reward, eithei to be advanced upon their entrance into tbe 
jisrvice, or paid at their difmiffion from it. 

But as I tee. Sir, no rearon foe hopii^ that all tbe encouragenaent 
wbkbcan be offered, will raile roluntiera in a fuScient number to 
lecure oui navigation, and aJert our fovereignty, it (eems not proper 
to confine our confultatiops to tbii part of the bill } for fmce compul- 
fion n«n many occafioni apparently neceflary, feme method requite) 
tabe .conGdered, in which it may be legal. 

What new power ought to be placed in the magiAiate, for what 
Isnu* and with what lefiri^ions, I am (ar from aSumiog tbe pra> , 
vince of detcmiuiiiig ^ but that fame meafuict muft be ulcen for 
eompelliOg tbolc who cannot be peifuaded, and difcoveriag tfaofe 
tbvwiUootofferlbcmlclvea, cannot admit of doubt j aadattbetna- 
gil|tc4t« la at pnfut wUbout »; wUKwir^ for tliia purpofe^ it it evl- 

,- I 4Mt 



itat (htn his poifer ttiM be tictendei], fir the' fame reafon as it was 
givin iti its prrfeiH d^tee, the generid benefit 'of the whole com- 
nlimity. 

Sir JoHK Barnard then fpoVe to the following effefl -.—Sir, V 
tUt intent of this biti be to enable orti part of the nation to cnilave \ 
tfie other ; if the plaufible and inviting profefliont of encouraging 
add increafing feanen, arc to terminate in vtolencef conftraint, and * 
oppre&on ; it is unnecc&r^ to dwell longer upon particular claufei. 
The intention of the bill is dcteRable, and deferves not the ceremony 
of debate, or the forms of common regard. 

If a man. Sir, is liable to be forced from the care of his own pri- 
vate affairs, from bis GivourTtsfcbemei of life, from the engagements 
of domcftic tendernefs, or thti profpe£ls of near ^vantage, and 
fabjefled without his confent to the command of one whom be hates, 
or dreads, or perhaps defpires, it requires no long arguaieat to flteWa 
that by whatever authority he is thus treated, be is reduced to the 
condition of a Have, to thit abjeS', to that hate&l ftate, which every 
Bnglifimen has been tJiught to avoid at the hazard of bis \\k. 

It is therefore trident, that a law which tends to confer fuch X 
power, fubvert) our conftltuiion as far as its efie^s extend } a con- 
fthntiont which was originally formed as a barrier againft flaverf* 
and which one age after another has endeavoured to ftrengthen. 

Such a power, therefore, in whatever hands it may be lodged, I 
ihall always oppofc. It is dangerous. Sir, to intTuft any man witb 
abfcJute dominion, which is feldon) known to be impartially exer- 
cifed, and which often malces thofe corrupt and iofolent, whojn ic 
finds benevolent and boneft. 

The bill propofes only encouragement, and encouragement majp 
be given by his majcfly, without a new law; let ui therefore draw 
up an iddrefa, and ceafe to debate, v^tere there is no profpeA of 
apeement, 

Mr. WtNHtNGTOM fpoke aa followi :— Sir, the payment of'in 
annual falary wilj, in my opinion, be to the laft degree incenveatent 
and dangerous. The yearly expence has been already eftimateda 
vrrd arifes to a fum very formidable in our prefent ftate. Nor is the 
neceffity of adding to ihc public burthen, a burthen which already i*-"' 
hard to he borne, tbe only objeflion to this propbfal. 

Nothing can more cootrlhitte to dll)>irit tb« nation, than to {^a« 
trs^ tbe coaie^jucocn of a wztj and to foake tbe calamity fdf," 
' ■' »hM 
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«-hrn ihe pleafurcs of v'lStoiy and triumph h»e been forgotten ; we 
Aiall be inclined rather to bear opprelTion and infult tban cndenour 
after rediefs, if we fubjei^ ourfelves and our pofteritjr to endlcls 
cjcai^ions. 

The expences of the prefent provifion for fupcranouUed and dif- 
ablcd faitors, is no inconliderable tax upon the public, which 'u not 
kfs burthened by it for the manner of colledinf; it b/ a dedufiion 
from the failora wages j for whoever pays it immediatelya it » the 
ultimate gift of the nation, and the utmoft that can be allowed for 
this purpofe. 

It muft be confeiTed, Sir, the perfons entitled to the penfion are 
not fufficiemly diftinguiflied in the bill ; by which, as it now flandt, 
any of the worthlcfs fupcrfluities of a fbip, even the fervants of the 
captains, may, after five years, put in their demand, and plundci 
that tution which they never fcrved. 

Not do I thinlc. Sir, the efficacy of thii method will bear any pro- 
pprtion to theexpenceof it; for 1 am of opinion, that few of the 
failors will be much afTefled by the profpeA of a future penfion. I 
am therefore for dazzling them with fire pounds to be given them at 
their entrance, which will be but a fingle paymenti and probably fill 
our fleets with greater expedition, than methods which appear more 
tcRned, and the tffe£ki of deeper meditation. 

Lord Gage fpoke in the following manner: — Sir, nothing it 
more clear than that an yearly penfion will burthen the nation, with- 
out any advantage; and as it will give occadon to innumerable 
frauds, it is a method which ought to be rejected. 

As to the new power, Sir, which is propofed to be placed in the 
hands of the magillratcs, it undoubtedly reduces every failor to a 
flate of flavery, and is inconfiftcnt with that natural right to libeny, 
which is confirmed and fecured by our conftitution. The bill theie- 
Ibrc is, in my opinion, defe&ivc in all its pans, of a tendency gcne- 
xally*pernicioui, and cannot be amended but by rcjet^ing it, 

Mr. Hekry P£i.hah fpoltc next, to this effe^ :— Sir, I cannot 
but think it neceflary, that on this occafion at leaft gentlemen 
Ibould remit the ardour of difputation, and lay the arts of rhetoric 
alide,_ that they Oiould relerve their wit and their fatire for quefiioni 
of lefs importance, and unite, for once, their endeavours, that thii 
affair may meet with no obftru<£tioiu but ffom US natural dif- 
Acuity. 
■ . L .....Google Wa 
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We >re now. Sir, engaged in a war with a nation, if not of the 
firft rank in power, yet by no means contsmptibje in itfelf ; and, 
by its alliances, extremely formidable, Wc are expofcd, by ibe 
courfeof our trade, and the (iiuation of our enemies, to many !n- 
entable lofies, and hare no means of preventing our merchants from 
being feized, without any danger or expcnce to the Spaniards, btit 
by covering the fea wiih our fquadrons. 

Nor are we. Sir, to fatisfy ourfclvcs with barely defeating the Je* ' 
figns of the Spaniards ; our honour demands that we fhould fores 
them to peace upon advant^^ous terms ; thatne fhould not repulfei 
but attack them ; not only preferve our own trade and poiTeffioni, 
but endanger theirs. 

It is by no means certain, Sir, that in the profecution of thefe 
defigns we iball not be interrupted by the intcreft or jcaloufy of a 
nation far more powerful, whofc forces we ought therefore to be able 
to refift. 

A vigorous exertion of our Itrength will probably either intimidate 
any otherpower that may be inclined to attack us, or enable us to repel 
the injuries that (hatl be offered ; difcord and delay can only confirm 
our open enemies in their obftinacy, and animate thofe that have 
hitherto concealed their malignity to declare againd us. 

It is therefore, Siri in no degree prudent to aggravate the inconve- 
niencies of the meafures propofed for accomplifhing what every 
man feems equally to delire} to declaim againft the expedients 
o&red in the bill as pernicious, unjuft, and oppreflive, contributes 
very little to the produfiionof better means. That, our affairs will 
not' admit of long fufprnce, and that the prefcnt methods of ratfing 
feamen are not effedlual, is univerfally allowed i it therefore evi- 
dently follows. Sir, that fome other muft be fpeedily flruck out. 

I think it necefTary to propofe, that the houfe be refolved into a 
committee to-morrow morning ; and hope all that fhall afTemble oa 
this occalion, will bring with them no other palBon than zeal for 
Cheir coilntry. 

[The rpeaker having taken the chair^ the chairiban of the c«m- 
miitee reported, that they had made (bme progrefs ; and de> 
firing leave to fit again, it wai refolved to go into the com* 
ntittee again on the morrow.] 

Vol. I. R ' ■ Mnth 
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Marel>4, 17+0-1. 

On tbt f)ld Jay the affair v:ai put iff; Bui an Ihe f>-^J, th: boufe re- 
fahing irftlf inta a iammiiUe, a chufi was efftrtd^ hy v/bicb five 
psundi ivere prapofed ta be advanced ta an able feaman, ajid three 
pounds la every other man that jheuld enter voluntarily into bis ma- 
j'Ji/s fcrviee^ after 20 days, and within 6o- 

After which, Mr. Winningtok fpoke as follows : — Sir, this is 

I ft claufe in which no oppofition can be apprehendei), as thofe gbnilc- 

men who dedartd theic difapprobation of the former, n-erc almoll 

unanimous in propofing this expedient, as the lealt expenfive, and 

the mollliliely to fuccecd. 

The time for the reception of voluntiera upon this condition, is* 
Sir, in my opinion, judicioully determined. If it Vit extended to a 
greater length, or left uncertain, the reward would lofe its efficacy, 
the failora would neglei^ that which ibcy might accept at any time^ 
and would only have recourfe to the (hips of war, when they could 
find no other employment. 

Yet I cannot conceal ray apprehenflons, that this bounty will not 
alone be fufficient to man our fleets with proper expedition j and that 
M allurements may be ufeful on one hand, Ibrce will be found neccf- 
fary on the other; that the Tailors may not only be incited to engage 
in the fervice by the ht^s of a reward, but by the frar of having 
their negligence to accept it punilhed, by being compelled into the 
fame fervice, and forfeiting their claim by (lading to be compelled. 

Lord Baltimore tlien fpoke to the following efiefi :— Sir, to dw 
reward propofcd in this claufe, I have declared in the former con- 
ference on this bill, that I have no ol^e^ion, and therefore have no 
amendment to jvopole, except with regard to the time limited for the 
piyment. 

Asour need of feamen, Sir, is immediate, why fhnutd not a law 
for their encouragement immediately operate ? What advantage can 
arife from delays ? Or why is not that proper to be advanced now, 
that will be proper in twenty days ? That all the time between the 
ena3ion and operation of this law muft be loft, is evident ; for who 
will enter for two pounds, that may gain five by withholding bim- 
felf from the fervice twenty days longer ? 

Nor do I think the time now limited fufficient ; many failora who 
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are now in the (ervke of the merchants, may not retnrn Toon enough 
to Imy claim to the bounty, who would gladly accept it, and who 
will either not ferve the crown without it, or will ftrve with difguft 
and complaints ; as the lofs of it cannot be Imputed to their baclc- 
wardnefs, but to an accident againft which they could not provide. 

Mr, WiNNiNGTON replied :— Sir, though I think the time now 
fixed by the bill fufiicient, as I hope that our prefent exigency will be 
but of fhort continuance, and that we (hall foon be able to raife naval 
forces at a cheaper rate, yet as the reafons alleged for an alteration of 
the time nay appear to otbcn of more weight tban to me, I Ihall not - 
oppofe the amendment. 

Sir John Barnard next rofe, and faid : — Sir, with regard Eo the 
duration of the time fixed for the advancement of this bounty, we 
may have leifure to deliberate { but furely it mull be readily granted 
by thofe who have expatiated fo copioufly upon the prefent exigenciea 
of our affairs, that it ought immediately to commence. And if this 
bethe general determination of the houfe, nothing can be more pro* 
per than to addrefs his majelty to offer, by proclamation, an advance 
of five pounds, inRead of two which have been hitherto givenj that 
while we are concerting other meafurcs far the advantage of our 
country, thofe in which we have already concurred may be put ia 
execution. 

Mr. Pulteniy rofe up next, and fpoke as follows : —Sir, I take 
this opportunity to lay before the houfe a grievance which very much 
retards the equipment of our fleets, and which muft be redrelTed be- 
fore any meafurcs for reconciling the failors to the publick fervice caa 
be purfued with the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

Obfervaiion, Sir, has informed me, that to remove the deteflation 
of the king's fervice, it is not neceflary to raife the wages of the 
Teamen j It is necelTary only to fecure them; it is neceffary to deftroy 
thofe hateful infects that fatten in idlenefs and debauchery upoa 
the gains of the induftrious and honeft. 

When a fallor, Sir, after the fatigues and hazards of a long 
voyage, brings his ticltet to the pay-office, and demands his wage^, 
the defpicable wretch to whom he is obliged to apply, looks upon 
his ticket with an air of importance, acknowledges his right, and^ 
demands a reward fof prefent payment; with this demand, however 
exorbitant, the neceffiiies of his family oblige him to comply.- 
In this manner, S;r, arc the wives of the failors atfo treated when 
R 2 they 
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ibeycome to receive the pay or their bufbands ; women, diHrefled, 
fEicndlefs, and unfupported ; they arc obliged to endure ever; inrult, 
and to yield to every oppreflion. And to fuch a height ijo thcfe 
inercilcra exaflors raife their extortions, that romctimcj a thiitl part 
of ihe wages is deduced. 

Thus, Sir, do the vilcft, the meancft of mankind, plunder thofe 
who have the highefl claim to the cdccm, the gratitude, and the pro- 
tciSion of their country. This is the harddip which withholds the 
failors from our navies, and forces them to feek for kinder treatment 
in other countries. This hardfblp, Sir, both jullice and prudence 
call upon us to remedy ; and while we negledt it, all our delibera- 
tions will be ineffcAual. 

Mr. Southwell then fpoke to this effefl :— Sir, of the hardihips 
mentioned by ihc honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, I hare mylelf 
known an inflance too remarkable not to be mentioned. A Tailor in 
Ireland, after his voyage, met with fo much diiEculty in obtaining 
his wages, that he was at Icngtb reduced to the neccflity of fuboiit- 
ting to the leduiSion of near a fixih part. Such arc the grievances 
with which thofc arc opprefled, upon whom the power, fecurity, and 
happinefs of the nation are acknowledged to depend. 

Sir Robert Walpole, the prime miniver, then rofc, and fpoke 
as follows : — Sir, it is not without furprize that I hear the difguH of 
the failors afcribed to any irregularity in the payment of their wages, 
which were never in any former reign (o pun^ualiy difcbarged- 
They receive, at prefent, twelve months pay in eighteen mOnihs, 
without deduAion ; fo that there are never more than fix months for 
which any demand remains unfdtistled. 

But, Sir, the punctuality of the payment has produced of late 
great inconvenicncies ; for there has been frequently a neceffity of re- 
moving men from one fliip to another ; and it is the ftated rule of the 
pay-ofSce, to aflign every man fo removed his full pay. Thefc men, 
when the government is no longer indebted to ihem, take the firft 
opportunity of dcfcrting Ihc fervice, and engaging in bufinefs to 
which they are more inclined. 

This is not a chimerical complaint, founded upon rare inftances, 
and produced only to counterbalance an objeflion ; the fafl and the 
confetjuences are well known ; fo well, that near fourteen hundred 
failors are computed to have been lod by this praiElice. 

The prefident of the commons, who always in a committee takes hit 

feat 
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ftai as another memlscr, rofc here, and fpoke to the following tffc£l, 
his hoDour being pay-mafler of the navy :— Mr. Chairman, the na- 
ture of the employment with which I am entrulled malces it my 
duty to endeavour that this queftion may be .clearly undeiftood, and 
the condition of the feameiij with regard to the reception of their pay, 
juftly reprefented, 

1 have not been able to difcovcr that any fatlor, upon producing h!) 
ticket, was ever obliged to fubmit to the dedu^ton qf any part of hi) 
wages, nor fhould any cleric or officerunder my infpediion, cfcape 
for fuch oppreffion, the feverefl punilhment andmoQpublickcenfurc; 
I would give him up to the law without retervCt and mark him at 
infamous and unworthy of any trull or employment. 

Jlut there are extonions, Sir, by which thofe unhappy men, after 
having ferved their country with honeAy and courage, are deprived of 
the lawful gains of diligence and labour. There are men to whom 
it is ufual amongft the failorj to mortgage 'their pay before it becomes 
due, who never advance their money but upon fuch terms as cannot 
be mentioned without indignation, Thefc men advance the fum 
which ia llipulated, and by virtue of a letter of atioiney are re- 
imburfed at the pay-office. 

This corruption is, I fear, not confined to particular places, but 
has fpread even to 'America, where, as in his own country, the poor 
failor is feduced, by the temptation of prcfent money, to fell bis labour 
to extortioners and ufuters. 

I appeal to the gentleman whether the inltance which he mentioned 
was not of this kind, I appeal to him without apprchcnlion of 
receiving an anfwer that can tend to invalidate what I havcaiferted. 

This, Sir, is indeed a grievance pernicious and oppreffive, which 

no endeavours of mine Qiall be deficient in attempting to remove; for 

by this the failor is condemned, notwithilanding his induilry and 

fucccfs, to perpetual poverty, and to labour only for the benelit of 

his plunderer. 

[ Fheclaufes were then read, "empowering the juftices of the peace, 

&c. to iflue warrants to the conllablcs, &c. to make geneial 

privy fearches, by day or night, for finding out and fecuring 

fuch fcamen and feafaring men as lie bid or conceal themfelves ; . 

and making it lawful for the officers appointed to make fuch 

fearcheSj to force open the doors of any houfe, where they 

R3 Oiill 
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i^TiWfufptS fuch Iramcn to be coflcealed, if entrance be not 
rudily admitted ) and for puaUhing thofc who Ihall hubouror 
conceal any fcaman."] 

Sir John Barnakd upon thii rofe up, and fpolce to the following 
tCc£l:— Mr. Chaiiman, we have been hitherto dtliberattng upon 
quellions, in which dlvcrfity of opinions might naturally be expected, 
and in which every man might indulge his own opinion, whatever 
it might be, without any dangerous confequenccs to thepublick. 
But the claufea now before us are of a diiTerent kind ; claufes wfaicli 
cannot be read without altoniflimGnt and indignation, nor defended 
without betraying the liberty of the bcft, the braveft, and moll ufe> 
ful nf our fellow fubjeas. 

]f thefe claufca. Sir, Oiould pafs into a law; a failor and a flare 
vill become terms of the lame fignilicaiion. Every man who bas 
I devoted himfclf to the moft ufeful profeflian, and roofl dangerous 
fervice of his country, will fee himfelf deprived of every advantage 
vhich he his laboured to obtain, and made the merepafiive property 
of tbofs who live in fecurity by his valour, and owe to his labour 
that affluence which hanlens them to infeiifibillty, and that prida 
that fwL'lls them to itigratiiude. 

Why muD the fai lore alone, Sir, be marked out from all the other 
orders of men for ignominy and mifery ? Why muft they be ranked 
with thf enemies of foci^ty, Hupped like vagabonds, and purfued like 
the thief and ihc murderer by pubiick oJHceri i How or when have 
rtiey forfeiied the common privilege of human nature, or the general 
prote^ion of the law* of their country f |f it is ajuft maxim, itir, 
that he who contributes moA to the welfare of the pubiick, deferve^ 
moll to beprottfied In theerjoyment of hii private right or fonure; a 
principle which furely will not be controverted 1 where is the man 
that dares fland fonh and afljit, that he ha« iuftcr claim* tbao tbe 
brav^, the honed, the diligent failor } 

I am extiemcly unwilling, Sir, to engage in To invidious an under- 
taking as the comparifon of the hatmkfs, tnolTenfive, refolute fai- 
lor, with thofe who think themfclves entitled to treat him with con- 
tempt, 10 overlook hia merit, invade his liberty, and laugh at hit 
TemonArancei, 

Nor is it. Sir, nccelTary to dwell upon the peculiar merit of thb 
body of men j it it fufficient ibat ihcy bavc tbe fana duint, found- 

, ._ .t.oiwlc 
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td upon the fame reafons with our own, that (hey hire never 
forfeited them by any crime, and therefore, that they cannot be taken 
away without the moll flagrant violation of the laws of nature^ of rea- 
fon, and of our country. 

Let us condder the prcfent condition of' a failor, let u) ccRe£l a 
little upon the calamities to which cuftom, though not la v, has al- 
ready made him fubjeft, and it will furely not be thought that hi* 
unhappinefs needs any aggravation. 

He is already expofed to be forced, upon his return from a tedious 
voyage, into new hardfbips, without the intermiffion of a day, and 
without the Rght of his family ; he ii liable, after a coniraA for a 
.pleating and gainful voyage, to be hurried away from his pTofpeifts of 
intereft, and condemned amidft oppreflion and infolence, to labour 
and to danger almoft without the pofitbility of a recompcnfe. He 
1ms neither the privilege of chufing his commander, nor of leaving 
him when he is defrauded and opprefTed. 

Thefe, Sir, I fay, are the calamities to which he is now AibjeA, 
buc there is now a poffibility of efcaping; them. He is not yet de- 
prived of the right of refifiancc, of the power of flight ; he may 
DOW retire to his friend, and be protected by him, he may akt (bel- - 
ter in his own cottage, and treat any man as a robber, that fhall at- 
tempt to force his doore. 

When any crews are returning home in time of war, they arc ac- 
quainted with the dangers of an imprcfs, but they comfort them- 
felves with contriving Aratagems to elude it, or wich the profp^A of 
obtaining an exemption from it by the favour of their fiiends 1 prof- 
pc£\» which are often deceitful, and ftratagems frequently defeated, 
but which yet fupport their fpirits, and animate their induftry. 

But if this bill, Sir, fhould become a law, the failor, inllead of 
amuling himfelfon his return with the profpe^ts of eafe, or of plea- 
furc, will confider his country as a place of flavery, a relidence lefs 
. to be defired than any other part of the world. He will probably 
feek in the (ervice of fome foreign prince a kinder treatthent, and 
will not fail in any country but his own to fee himfetf at lealt on a 
level with other men. 

Nor will this bill. Sir, only give the feamen new reafans of dif- 
gufl, hut it will tend likewifc to aggravate thofe grievances, which 
already have produced a deteftaiion of the pubiick fcrvice, fcarcely 
to hs conquered. 

The oncers of the navy* Sir, will hardly be made lefs infblent by 
R. ^ an 
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an incrufe of power } tbey whofe tyranny has already alienated their 
fellow-fubjeas from the king's fervice, though they could only 
dspend upon thecharadler of probity and moderation for the prof- 
pea of manning their (hips in fucceeding expeditions, will probably, 
wh(;n tbey are animated by a law like this, and made abfolute both • 
by ]and and fea, indulge thcmfelvcs in the enjoyment of their new 
authority, contrive new hardlhipa and opprelGons, and tyrannize 
without fear and without mercy. . Thus, Sir, will the bill not only 
be tyrannical in itfelf, but the parent of tyranny ; it will give fccu- 
rity to the cruel, and conhdcnce to the arrogant. 

That any man, at halt any man bred from his infancy to change 
his lelldence, and accuflomed to difFcient climates and to foreign, 
nations, .will fix by choice in that country where he finds the worft 
leception, is hardly to be imagined. We fee indeed, that men un- 
qualified to fupport themfelves in other countries, or who have, by 
long cuilom, contrai^ed a fondnefi for particular methods of life, wiU 
bear very uncomfortable circumftances, without endeavouring to 
improve their conditions by a change of their habitations. But the 
temper of a failor, acquainted with alt parts, and indifTerent to all, 
is of another kind. Such, Sir, is his love of change, arifing either 
from wantonnefs or curiofity, that he is hard to be rcuined by the 
kindcft treatment and moA liberal rewards ; and will therefore never 
Aruggle with his habitual difpofitiQns, only to continue in a flato 
qf 11 a very. 

I thinkit therefore. Sir, very evident that this new method of maw 
raging failors will be fo far from tmrta/mg them, that it may probably 
drive them out of the empire, and at once ruin our trade and our 
pavy ; at once beggar and difarm ui. 

Let me now fuppofe, Sir, for a moment the bill lefs pernicious in 
its confequcnces, and confider only the diiBculues of executing it. 
livery f^afaring mm is to be feized at plcafure by the magiilrate ; but 
what definition is given of a feafaring man ? Or by what cliarafier- 
iftic is the magiflrate to diflinguifh himM have never been able to 
difcover any peculiarities in the form of a fe:iman that maik him out 
from the reft of the fpecies. There is, indeed, lefs fervility in his 
air, and lefs e(F«minacy in hi> face, than in thofe that arc commonly 
to be feen in drawing rooms ■<! brothels, and at reviews i but I 
know not that a feaman can b^ dKHngiiilhed from any other man of 
equal indudry or ufe, who has never enervated himfelf by vice, nor 
fclti^fd himfelf iax9 cgauptiQtii^ So tbat this billj Sir, if it ihall 

pali 
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piCs into a Uw, will put it at once in the power of Ihe magillrate to diC- 
poft of feamca at his pleafure, and to tcioi whom he picafes a Scmi- 

Anotber expedient. Sir, has been offered on this occalion not 
equally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the end in view. It iaptO' 
pofed to reflrain the meichants from giving wages beyond a certain 
late, on the fuppofiiion that the failors have no motive but that of 
largi;r wages, to prefer the fervicc of the merchantt to that of the 
ciown. 

This, Sir, is a miRalce which might eality arife from a partial and 
imperfeft knowledge of the affair, with which very fewgcntlemea 
hive opportuniiics of being well acquainted. The wages, Sir, ire 
the fmalleft inducements which fix the feamen in their choice. The 
profpeQ of kinder treatment, the certainty of returning home in « 
^ed lime, and the power of chuling what voyages they will imder* 
take, cannot but be acknowledged very reafonable motivcsof prefer ' 
rence. 

On the contrary. Sir, when they are once engaged in a fbip of 
war, they know neither whither they are going, what dangers they 
flialt encounter, what hardOiipi they Ihall fuffer, nor when they Ihall 
dediTmiUcd. 

fiefides. Sir, I do not think it pofHble by any law to limit the 
wages to he paid by merchants, fince they will change the term of 
Vages into that of a prefent, or admit the Tailors to a fmall (hare Jn 
the freight, and fo all the precaution wc can take will become in- 
eftflual. 

In the mean time. Sir, how much Ihall weembarrafs our own com- 
nierce and impair our natural flrengtb, the power of our fleets ? We 
fliatl terrify our failors on the one hand, and endeavour to flarve 
them on the other ; we ihall not only diive them from us by unheard 
of leveritiei, but take away every motive chat can induce them to 
'xpofe themfelves to the danger of fuffering them. 

If we confider. Sir, with what effeft methods neady approaching 
thefe were practifed in the reign of the late queen, we (hall find that 
not more than 1500 feamen iteic raifcd, and thofe at the expence of 
<hore than four thoufand pounds; (o that the effects bore no pro- 
portion to the means j our laws were infiinged and our coafiitution 
violated to no ptirpofc. 

But 
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But what reafon. Sir, can be alEgned for which it mult be more 
di£<fult to Cipp\y the fleet now wiih Tailors than at any other time I 
This war. Sir, was demand^ by the publick voice, in purfuance of 
the particular remonftranccs oF tbe merchants, and it is not to be 
fuppofed that the failors or any other body of men engage in it with 
a particular rclu^ance. 

I am thererore inclined to believe that the rufpicioD of great num- 
bers hid in. (he country, at a diftance from the coaft, is merely chi- 
merical } and that if we Ihould pafs this bill, we Ihould do nothing 
more than grant an opprelSve and unconflimtional power oflcarch 
for what in reality is not to be found. 

^ow opprefiive this power may become in the hands of a corrupt 
or infolcnt magiftrate, any man may difcover who remembers that 
the magidrace is made judge without appeal, of his own right to de- 
nominate any man a faiJor, and that he may break open any man's 
doors at any time, without alleging any other reafon than his owa 
fufpicion ; fo that no man can fecurc his houfe from being fearchcd, 
or, perhaps, his perfon from being feizad. 

It may indeed be alleged, Sir, that this will be only a temporary 
law, and is to ceafe with the exigence that made it neceflary ; ^ut 
long experience bas informed us, that fevere laws are enaded more 
readily than they are repealed ; and that mod men are too fond of 
power to fufFcT willingly the diminution of it. 
- But, Sir, though this law (hould not be perpetuated, every pre* 
cedent of an infringement of our contlifuiion makes way /or ita 
dilToIuiion i and the very celTation of an oppteJEve law may be a 
plea hereafter for the revival of it. 

This bill, therefore, mud be confefled to be at once violent and 
ineffedual ; to be a tranfgreOion of the laws of juQicc to particular 
men, without any profped of real benefit to the community } and 
thciefore cannot be pailed without deviating at once from prudence 
and our conJlitution. 

Captain Cornwall then rofc, and fpoke to this effea : — I have 
obfcrved. Sir, that every man is apt to think himfelf ill treated, who 
is not treated according to his own opinion of his defertti, and will 
endeavour todiiTufc his own notion of the partiality and tyranny of 
the naval officers j general clamours thereforcare little to be regarded. 
1 have bad, from my early years, a command in the fea fervice. 

and 
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and can adCett, that I never knew more than one iaftaoce of injiiftioc* 
and that was puniflied with the fevetity which it defcrved. 

The Prime Minister rofcncxt, and Tpoketo thiseSia ; — Mr* 
Chanmao, ii is with uncommon Tatisfiiaion that I fee every daub 
of this- bill legularly debated, without unbecoming impatience, at 
paffiooate exclamations. I am willing to coIlcA from this condud, 
that the difpofiiion of every gentleman is, on this occaRon, thq 
fame with my own ; and that every expedieiK here propoftd wil\ be 
diligently examined, and either be feiioufly approved, or be calmly ' 
rejeaed. 

Such coolneft and impartiality* Sir, Is certainly required by the 
importance of the prefent ilueftion -, a queftion which cannot butin< 
fluence the profperity of the nation for many yean. 

It is not necelTary to remind any gentleman of the importance of 
our trade, of the power of the enemy againft whom we have declared 
war ia defence of it, or of the necelQty of fhewing the world that our 
declaration! of war are not empty noifcs, or farces of refentmenU 
But it may be proper, Sir, to remark, that this is not the only enemy, 
nor the molV powerful, whofe attempts we have reafon to provide 
againft, and whomay oblige us to exertoui whole power, aodprac- 
tife every expedient to incrcafe our forces. 

The war has been hitherto profccutcd with the utraoQ vigour, with 
all the attention that its importance requires, and with fuccefs not 
difproportioned to our preparations ; nor will it ever be fuflered to 
languifh, if the powers neccflary for carrying it on are not denied* 

Nothing is more evident. Sir, than that the natural power of the na~ 
tion confills in its fleets, which are now, by the care of the government, 
(o numerous, that the united power of many nations cannot equal 
them. But what arc fleets unfutnifhed with men ? How will they 
maintain the dominion of the fea, by lying unadive in our harbours? 

That no methods hitherto ufed have been fufficient to man our 
navies, and that our preparations have therefore been little more than 
an ^xpenfive Ihow of war, the whole nation is fufliciently informed j 
it is therefore not doubtful that fome new mcabres muft be taken ; 
Whether any better can he fuggefled than are offered in this bill, muft 
be enquired. 

With regard, Sir, to the claufe now under our conliderstion, it 14 
to be remembered, that little more is ptopoled by it than to add the 
(u^Uoo of lej^ality to a power vtbUh has long been cxercifed by tbe, 

admiralty. 
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admiraltjr, without any other authority than that oFIong prcfcription, 
the power of iffuing warrants of imprefs upon emergent occafions, 
by which Tailors are forced into the publick fervtce. 

This power, in its prcfentftate, muft be allowei} to have no foun- 
dation in any law, and by confequence, to be unlimited, arbitrary, 
end eafity abafed, and upon the vrtiolc, to be juftifiable onlyby ne- 
cellity : but that neceflity is fo frequent, that It is often exercifed, 
[ and thcrtfore ought to be regulated by the iegiflature ; and by mak- 
ing fuch regulations, we may rather be faid to remove than intro- 
duce a grievance. 

Tht power of fearching for failors, however it has been repre- 

fented, is far from fetting them on a level with felons, murderers, 

or vagabonds J or indeed from diflinguiOiing them, to their difad- 

. Tantage, from the refl of the community, of which every individual 

is obliged to fupport t^c government. ' 

Thofc tbat poflefs eflatcs, or carry on trades,' transfer part of their 
property to the publick; and thefc ought, by parity of reafon, to 
ferve the publick in perfon, that have no property to traiufer. 
Every man is fecured by the conftitution in the enjoyment of his li&> 
bis liberty* or bis fortune; and therefore every man ov:ght reiiipro- . 
cally to defend the conllitution to which he Is himfelf indebted for 
fafety and protection. 

I am therefore. Sir, unable to difcover in whatconfids the bard' 
fhip of a law by which no new duties are enjoined, nor any thing re- 
quired, which is not already every man's duty. Everyman, indeed, 
who is dcfirous of evading the performance of any of the duties of 
ibciety, vrill confider every compulfion as a hardfbip, by which he is 
obliged to contribute to the general happinefsj but his murmurs will 
prove nothing but his own folly and ingratitude, and will certainly 
deferve no regard from the legiflativc power. 

There is in the bill before us, Sir, encouragement fufficient for 
voluntiers, and an offer of greater rewards than fome gentlemen 
think confident with the ptefent Aate of the national revenues ; and 
what remains to be done witb refpedt to thofe who are deaf to all in- 
vitations, and blind to all offers of advantage? Are ihey to fit at cafe 
' only bccaufe they are idle, or to be didinguifbed with indulgence only 
Sot want of deferving itf 

It fcems generally granted, Sir, that fuch drones are the proper 
objects of itn impTefs, Let us then fuppofs that every man who ii 

willing 
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villing to Terve hb country, has laid hold of the reward propttreJ,and 
catered a voluntier. The fleets are not yet fufficiently manned, and 
morcfailors muft be procuicd. Warrants are ilTuedout inthecommon 
form. The negligent, the imprudent, the ncccffitous are taken. 
The vigilant, the cunning, and tbofe that have more money, fiai 
Otelter and crcape. Can it be f^id, that thore whore circumflancMi 
or good fortune, enable them to fecure themTelves from the oSceri 
of the imprefs. defeive any exemption from the publick fervlce,' or 
from the hardfhips to which their companions arc expofed ? Hare 
they difcharged iheir debt of gratitude to the publick fo eSeQaatiy bj 
running away from its fervice, that no fearcb ought to be made after 
them ? It Teems evident, that if it was right to feize the one, it it 
likewife right to purfue the other, and if it be right to purfue hira* 
it is likewife right to hinder him from efcaping the purfuers. It is 
then right to veil fomc perfons with the power of apprehending him, 
and in whom is that power to be lodged, but in the civil maglftratc ? 
Every man. Sir, is obliged by compulfivc method) to ferve his 
country, if he can be prevailed upon by no other. If any man fliall 
rcfufe to pay bis rates or his taxes, will not his goods be feized by 
force, and fold before his face? If any particular methods are pro- 
pofcd for obliging feamcn to contribute to the publick fafety, it is 
only bccaufe their fervice is necefTary upon more prefling occalloni 
than that of others ; upon occafions which do not admit of delay, 
without the hazard of the whole community. 

I muH confefs. Sir, there are inftanccs in which the hardlhipa of 
the feafaring part Af the nation are peculiar, and truly calamitous. 
A failor, after the dangers and toils of a long voyage, when he is 
now in the fight of the port, where he hopes to enjoy that quiet 
which he has deferved by fo long a feries of fatigues, to repair the in- 
juries which his health has fuffered, by change of climatej and the 
diet of the Ihips, and to recover that ftrength which incefTant vi- 
gilance has worn away ; when he is in expe^ation of being re- 
ceived by his family with thofe carcOes, which the fuccours that he 
brings them naturally produce, and defigns to reft awhile from d<tn- 
ger and from care; in the midft of thefe pleafing views, he is on the 
fuddcn feized by an imprcfs, and forced into a repetition of all bis 
miferics, without any interval of refreOiment. 

Let no man who can think without compafiion on fuch a fccne 
u this, boa^ his zeal for freedom, his regard for bravery, or his 

gratitude 



354 DIBATK Oil (maRCB4». 

grathoie to t)i6lc who contribute to the wealth and power of tb«tr 
couDtry; let every man Who declares himlelf touched with the pitf 
iriiich the flighteft refleSbn upon Tuch a difappointcncnt muft ra- 
turtdljr produce, linceiety endeavour to obviate the neccffiiy of fiich 
opptcffive mcsfures, which may at Icafl in part be prcvehlej, by 
aiffigning to nugilbates the power of hunting out of their rcticata, 
tbofe wbo BcgfeSt ibe bu&ae($ of their callingSi and linger at once ia 
. Ixuneii and want. 

Theie are great numbers who retire not from weatinels but idle- 
ncf*, er an unreafonable prepodeffion agalnft the publickJervice; and 
fureljr nothing is more uoteafonable, than that bad diiftdittoitt 
Should be gratified, and that induftry fhould expofe any nao to 
pcnali icB. 

Upon the whole. Sir, I am tiot able to dilcorer, that any man 
flioutd be exempted from an impreis merely becaufe be finds means to 
c&ape it, or becaufe idlenefi or dllindioaiioa to the puUick fenrioe 
prompts hiai to abfcond. 

If any men defcrve inda^nce, inoppoCtion tolhedemandt-ofthe 
publick, they arc. rather thofe who have already in fome degree dif^ 
charged their duty to it, by contrihttting to bring in that Wealth 
which is tbeconfequeoce of a profpetou) and wfU' regulated com* 
merce, and without which war cannot be fupporced. 

Iris Hot without grief and regret, that lam obliged toreprefenton 
this occafton the obltru^iona which the war has fuSered from thofe 
at wbofe requeff it was nndert^en ; and to declare that the conduA of 
the merchants has afforded proof diat fome law of this tendency is 
abfoluiely neceflitry. 

The merchants. Sir, who have (bloudlycomptained of the decline 
of trade, theinterrupRon of navigatiorr, and the infolence, rapacity, 
and cruelty of the Spaniards ^ the merchants who filled the nation 
with rcprclcntations of their hardfliips, dirconragements, and miferics, 
and lamented in the moft pnblick manner, that they were the only 
body for whom the legiOature had no regard, who were abandoned 
lo the caprice of other nations, were foundered abroad and ne^lefl^d 
at home; the merchants, after having at length by their impor- 
tunities engaged the flate in a war, of which they have themfclvea 
certainly not the Icaft pretenfions to queftion either the juftice or 
neceAiiy, now, when by the natural cenfequencesof a naval arma- 
&.ent, failors become lefi numerous, and (h.ips more difficult to be 
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equipped, contrad in private with fuch Tailors Bl they tm inclined 
to employ, and conceal them in girreti hired for that purpose, ' till* 
the freight is rca^y, or the danger of an imprefs is paft, and tbM 
lecure their own private affairs at the hazard of the publicic, 
and hinder the operations of a war, which they, and they only« 
folicited. 

The danger of having other enemies .thzn the Spaniards, etitAnies, 
Sir, more aftive, more powerful, and (nore ambitious, has already 
been int;ntioned, a danger fo near, and (6 formidable, that be will not 
be thought very folliciious for bis country, whom the bare mention of 
it does not alarm. This clanger we zre therefore to obviate byvigo- 
rouE preparations, and unanimous lefolutioas ; nor do I doabt but 
both our enemies, If they find us united, will repent of attack- 
ing us. 

Sir, thfe moll efficacious method of manning our fleets, which law 
or cuflom has yet put into our bands, is that of fufpending our com- 
merce by an embargo, and yet the whole nation knows how much 
and by what means it has been eluded : no fooner was it known that 
an embargo was laid, than the failurs flew away into the country, or 
bid themfelves in corners of this great city, as from the mod formi- 
dable danger ; and no fooner did the embargo ceale, than the bank* 
of the river were again crowded with faitors, and all the trading vefTels 
were immediately fupplied. 

As I cannot doubt. Sir, that every gentleman is equally zealous 
for the fucccfs of the war, and the profperity of his country ; and as 
the infufficiency of the prefent methods of providing for them is ap- 
parent, I hope, that either the regulations propofed by this'blll, to 
which I fee no important objections, or fome other of equal ufe, will 
be eftabliflied by a general concurrence. 

Lord BALTiMonE fpokc next : — Though no gentleman m this af- 
fcmbly, Sir, can more arderitly wifli the fucccfs of the Britifli arms, or 
ftiall more willingly concur in any meafufe that may promote it, yet 
I cannot agree tolheclaufe now under our confideration j Idifapprove 
it both from moral and political motives j Idifapprove it as neither 
jufl nor prudent. 

Xhc inj'jflice of fo flagrant an Invallon of the liberty of particular 
men has been already cxpofed ; nor ts it, in my opinion, lefs eafy ct> 
difcover the imprudence of exhaufling all our fupplies at once^'and 
fwecping away all our failors> to fupply a fingle exigency. 

It 
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It bai of(en been remarked. Sir, io favour of a Aanding aruijr, 
tfiat it is rcquifite to have a number of regular forces, who, thongb 
loo weak tooppofe an invafion, .might be able to eftablilb difcipline 
m a. larger body. An obTcrvation vbich may, with much greater 
juflnefs, be applied to the fcamen, wbofc art b much more difficult 
to be attained, and who arc equally leccnary in war and peace. 

If our flock of fcameo, Eiir, be dcQroycd, if there is not left in 
jaac trading veflcis a fufficient number of experienced artjfts to initiate 
Rovicet, and propagate the profeSoa, not only our {hips of war muA 
lie uletels, but our commerce link to nothing. 

Nor have I reafon to believe the naval power of France To fionBi- 
dable, as that we ought to be terrified by the apprebenfioos of 
into any extraordinary methods of procedure, I am informed that 
they have now very few fbips of force left in their harbours ; and that 
tbey bzve uerted their whole fireagtb in the American fleet. 

I am not therefore. Sir, for providing againft prefent dingers, 
without regard to our future lecurtty ; and think nothing more wor- 
thy of the confideration of ibis aJembly, than the means of encou- 
raging and increafing our feamen, which will .not be effeded by the 
bill before us. 

Land force* may be bured upon emergencies ; but failors are oor 
own peculiar firength, and the growth of our own foil ; we are there- 
fore above all other regards to attend, if I may ufe the term, to the pre* 
fervation of tbe fpecies. 

Mr. Vyner next fpoke : — Mr, Qhairman, as there can be no 
ftronger objection to any law tban ambiguity, or indeterminate lati- 
tude of meaning, 1 think it necelTary to propofe, that fomc word of 
knowaand limited impoit, be fubdituted in the place of^^/imV^flMr; 
an expreffion which, if I was alked the meaning of il, I Ihould fiod 
it difficult to explain. 

. Ace fiafaring men thofe only who navigate in theyiaf The term 
. .is then fuperfluous, for all fuch aie evidently comprifed in the woid 
Utmun. Are they bargemen or watermen who ply on rivers, and tran- 
fport provifion or commodities from oiw inland town to another } In 
that fenfi: no body will affirm that it is a proper word \ and impro- 
priety in the expreffioa of laws, produces uncertainty in the execu- 
tion of tbem. 

Captain Cornwall rofc up: — Sir, the term fiafaring buh^ of 
which an explication u de&red, is intended to include all thole who 

Ji« 
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lireby conveying goods Of poflcngersupon thew^itcr, whethertbe Tea 
or ioland river* : nor can we rcfirain it to a narrower fcnfe, without 
exempting from the publick Icrvice great numbert, whofe manner of 
Jjfehas qualified them (ot it, an<i from whom their country may wiih 
equal jufliccexped afliftance> as from thofe who are engaged in fo- 
reign traSck. 

Mr. Vyker replied : — Sir, I am far from concurring with the ho- 
nourable gentleman in his opinion, that the inland watermen are bj 
their profeflEon in any degree qualified for fea fcrvice, orcan piopcdy 
becalld/eafaring men. 

All qualifications for the fcrvice muft confift either in fome know- 
ledge of the aics of navigation, or in fume familiarity with the dan- 
gen of the lea. With regard to any previous knowledge of naval 
bufinefi, it is well known that they have no ad vantage over any com- 
mon labourer ; for the manner of navigating a fliip and a barge have 
ftK the moft part nothing in common. 

Nor are thefe watermen, Sir, mote able to (land firm in the terror* 
of the ftorm, or the noife of a battle, than thofe who follow any 
other occupation. Many of them never faw the fea, nor have left 
dread of ilt danger than the other inhabitants of the inland counties. 
They are therefore ae'nhtr Jea/erins men, nor peculiarly capable of 
b«ng madejiam/ii, 

Bui the bardOiip upon particular men is not the flrongeft objec- 
tion to this daufe, which by obAruding our inland narigation, may 
make our rivers ufelefs, and fct the whole trade of the nation at a 
Hand. For who will bring up his fon a waterman, who knows him 
expofed by that profeflion to be imprefied for a feaman i 

It fecms thereibte nccefliiry. Sir, either to omit the term • /ra- 
fitring mrwt or to CHplain it in fucb a manner, that inland watermen 
may not be included. 

Loci Gage fpoke next :— Sir, fo much has been urged againft the 
compuliive methods propofed in this claufe, aitd fo little produced in 
favour of them, that it may fcem fuperfluous to add any thing, or to 
endeavour, by a multiplicity of arguments, to prove what common 
reafbo muft immediately difcover. But there is one confequence of 
ihia claufe which has not yet been obferved, and which is yet too im- 
porUot not to be obviated by a particular provifo. 

* Agreed to be omilicd. 
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It is well known. Sir, that many of thofe to whom this ad will ex- 
tend are freeholders and voters for clefling the reprefcntatives of the 
nation ; and it i; therefore apparent, that eleftions nn2y be influenced 
by an ill-timed or partial execution of it. How eafy will it be wheir 
an elc^ion approaches to raifs a falfe alarm, to propofe fome fecret 
expedition, or threaten us with an invafion from fome unknown 
country, and to feizc on all the feafaring voters whofe aRe^lions arc 
fufpcfled, and confine them at Spitbead till the conteft is over. 

I cannot therefore. Sir, but think it neceflary, that if this claufe 
be fufFered [o.pafs, fome part of its hateful confequences (hould be 
prevented by an exception in favour of freeholders and voters, which 
furely it no lefs than what every mnn owes to his own fecurity, tothe 
welfare of his country, and Co thofe by whom he has been honoured 
with the care of jheir liberties. ' 

Mr. Hekry Pelham then faid as follows : — Sir, I do not rile in 
oppofiiion to the propofal made by that right honourable member, ndr 
do 1 think this the proper time either for oppofing or approving it. 
Method is of the higheft importance in enquiries like thefe ; and if 
the order of the debate be interrupted by foreign queftions or iiici- 
dcntalobjei^ions, no man will be able to conflder the cfaufes before us 
with the attention nccefTary to his own fatisfaiftion, or to the con- 
viflion of others ; the mind will be diflipated by a multiplicity of 
views, and noihingcan follow but perplexity and confufion, 

Tlie great end. Sir, for which we are now ifTembled, is to flrikc 
out methods of manning the fleet with expedition and certainty. It is 
thercrore proper in the firfl place to agree upon fome general meafures, 
to each of which there may undoubtedly be particular obje^ions raifed, 
that may be afterwards removed by exceptions or provifioi^s j but 
thci'e provifions Diould, for the ,fake of order, be infened in parti- 
cular, claufes, to be feparatelyconfidered. 

Of this kind is the exception now offered, to which I have no ob- 
jeSion but its prefent improprieiy, and the interruption of the debate 
which it may now occafion j for I fee at prefent no reafon againft 
admitting it in a particular claufe. 

When it is confidered how much the fuccefs of the war may depend 
upon [he determinations of this day, and how much our future hap- 
pinefs and fecurity may depend upon the fuccefs of our prefent un- 
denakingp, I hope my .f&llici[ude for regularity and expedition will 
be cjfiiy cxcufcJ. 

U.,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIe 
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Sir Hind Cotton anfwcred : — I am not ible. Sir, todifiover 
any imDiinent'danger to the nation io fufpending our attention lo the 
cUuffl before u% for !i few moments i nor indeed do we ojafe to at- 
tend to it, while we ue endeavouiing Co mollify it, and adapt ii to 
curconftitution. 

The exception propofed if, in the opinion of the honourable gen> 
tleman, fo rea fun able, that hedeclares hioifelf ready to approve it in 
another place i aodtome, no place feems more ptoper of its making 
puCof this bill than this. As a conneiflion between the claufe and 
exception appears necefTary and immediate, I cannot fee why ii fhouid 
be poftponed, unlefs it is hoped that it may be forgotten. 

Mr. PuLTEtiEY then fpoke : —Sir, that this exception fliould be 
forgotten there n no danger ; for how long foever it be delayed, I will 
■ never agree to the ad till I fee itinferted. if wefulFcrihe liberty of 
the fteholders to be infringed, what can we expefl but to be charged 
with betraying our tmn, and giving up to fervitude and oppreffion 
thofe who deputed us to this aHembly, as the guardians of their privi- 
I^C] ^nd the affcriers of their birthright ; a charge too jult to bc 
denied, and too atrocious to be botne. 

Sir, the tight of a freehulderis independent on every other circuni- 
fiance, and is neither made mote or lefs by wealth or poverty : the 
edate, however fmall, which gives a right of voting, ought to ex- 
Cflnpt the owner from every leflraini that may hinder the exertion of 
bU right J aright on which our conltiCution is founded, and which 
cannot be taken away without fubverting our whole eftablilhmeni. 

To overlook the diftiniElions which the fundamental laws of our 
country have made in refpeift to different orders of men, and to regard 
only the atxtdents of affluence and neceflity, is furely unjuH in itfelf, 
and unworthy of this aJTonbly i an aflcmbly. Sir, inllituted princi- 
pally to proted the weak againft the flrong, and depJted to rcprefcnt 
thofe in a colleSive ftate, who are not confiJerable enough to appear 
fi"g'y> *'^'^ claim a voice in the tegifl^ture. 

Tocxpofe an honeft, a laborious, and an ufefulman, tobercized 
by the hands of an intolent officer, and dragged frum the enjoyment 
of his right, only becaufe he will not violate his confcience, and add 
bis voice to thofe of fycophanis, dependants, and proftiiutes, the 
flavesof power, the drudges of a court, and the hirelings uf a fac< 
tion, is the highell degree of injullicc and cruelty. Let us rather, 
Sir, fwcep away with an imprefs, the drones of large fortunes, the 
S a tyrant! 
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tyrants of villages, and the oppreflbri of the poor ; let us oblige tbofe 
to ferve their country by force, wbofe fortunes have bad no other 
effcd th«n to make them iafolent and trorthlers ; but let fucb wbo, 
bycontnbuctng to commerce, make every day Ibme addition to the 
publiclc wealth, be left in the full enjoyment of the rights which diey 
dcferve : let thofe by wbole labour the expences of the war are 
furnifhed, be excufed from contributing to it by perfonal fcrvice. 

It is neceflary, Sir, to have our laws cfiabliflied by the reprefen- 
tatives of the people i it is neceifary that thofe nprefentativcs (bould 
be freely elcQcd j and therefore every law that obftruds the libcny of 
voters, is contrary to the fundamental laws of our conflitution ; and 
what multitudes may by this law be either hindered from giving their 
votes, or be terrified into fuch a choice as by no means corrcfponds 
with their jud{.'mentt or inclinations, it is eafy to forefec. 

I am indeed of opinion, Sir, that this claufe cannot he adapted to 
'our conftitution, nor modified by any expedient into a law, which 
will not lay infupportablc hardfliips upon the nation, and make way 
for abfolute power. But as it is necclTary that a confbtnt fupply of 
feamcn fhould be provided, I think it not improper to obferve, that 
there is one expedient yet remaining, by which, though it will not 
much affift us in our prefent exigence, the fleets of this nation may 
hereafter be conftandy fupported. 

We have at prefent great numbers of charity fchools eUabltihed in 
this nation, where the children of the poor receive an education dif> 
fJropoitioned to their birth. This has often no other confequences 
than to make them unfit for their (lations by placing them in their 
own opinion above the drudgery of daily labour, a notion which ii 
too much indulged, as idlenefs co-operating with vanity, can faardi/ 
fail to gain the afeendant, and which fomecimes prompts them to fup- 
port themfelvcs by prai^icrs not only ufelefs but pernicious to focicty. 
' This evil. Sir, cannot be better obviated than by allotting a rea- 
fonable proportion out of every fchool to the fervice of the fea, in 
which by entering early they cannot fail to become proficients, uid 
where their attainments, which at prefent too frequently produce 
lazinefs and difbonefty, might enable them to excel, and entitle 
them to promotion. 

Mr. WjNNiNGTON replied:— Sir. nolwiihftanding the confidence 
with which fome gentlemen have propofed this amendment, and Ac 
cafinefs with which others have confented to it, I declare, without he- 
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fiution, that I oppofc It now, and intend to oppofe it whenever it 
fliall be offered, bccaufc it will defeat all the other provifions i^hich 
fhall be made in the bill. 

£ will venture to Tay, Sir, that if every man, who has by what- 
ever tenure the right of voting, fhall be exempted from the neceffity 
of contributing to the piiblick fafcty by his perfonal fervice, every 
roan qualified for the fea will by fome means acquire a vote. 

Sir, a very fmall part of thofe who give their votes in this nation 
for reprcfcntatives in fenate, enjoy that right as the appendage of a 
freehold j to live in Tome towns, and to be born only in others, 
gives the unalienable privilege of voting. Any gentleman, to Cecure 
his own intereft, orobflrud the publick fervice, may, by dividing a 
fmall piece of barren ground among a hundred failors, exalt then 
all to freeholders, and exempt them from the influence of this law. 

However, Sir, I am not lefs a friend to the freeholders than thofe 
who propofe the exception in their farour, but in my opinion the 
great incereA of the freeholders is the prefervacion of their freeholds, 
which can only be fecured by a vigorous exertion of the power of the 
nation, in the war which is now declared agaii}ft the Spaniards. 

Mr. Barrington fpoke next: — Sir, by the obfervations which 
1 have opportunities of making at the place which I have the honour 
to reprefent, I am convinced of the inBuence that this law will have 
upon all the boroughs along the coaRs, There moft of the voten 
are, in one fenfeor other. Sir, feafaring men, being almoft all of 
thecti owners of velTels, and in fome degree ac({U3inted with naviga- 
tion j they may therefore be hurried away atthechoiceof an officious 
or oppreHtve magi(lra[e, who may by partiality and ir^juflice obtain 4 
majority, contrary to the general inclination of the people, and de- 
termine the clei^Ion by his own authority. 

Sir William Yonce then faid: — Sir, if evefy freeholder and 
voter is to be exempted from the influence of the law, the bill that we 
are with fo much ardour endeavouring to draw up and reftify, and of 
which the neceffity is fo generally, acknowledged, will be no other 
tban an empty found, and a determination without an objeflj for 
while we are empoweririg the govetnmcnt to call feamen into the fer- 
vice, we are exempting almoft all that are able to fcrve from the de-s 
nomination of feamen : what is this but to difpute without afubjcfi? 
to raife with one hand and demolifli with the othcrf 
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In th« weflcrn parts of the nation, Sifi where I tcMc, many who 
vofe at cleiaions claim their privilege by no other title ttun that of 
boiling a pot> a title which he who has it not, may eafily obtain, 
Vhen it will either gratify his lasineri or his cowardice, and which, 
though not occalionally obtained. Teems not fuf&cicnt to let any iBait 
out of the reach of a juft and necelTary Uw. 

It is therefore, Sir, undoubtedly requlfite that the terms of theex- 
^eptio^ Ibould be explicit and definitive, and that only thofe Ihould 
be exempted who have fuch pofTeflions or qualiHcations as this 
aflembly (hall think a juft title to exemption. For on the wcfVern 
coaft, from whence gre^t fupplitfs may be expeflcd, almoft ever/ 
f^ilor has a vote, to which nothing is there r<!quired but tohircalodg- 
ing and boil ft pot; after which, if this exception be admitted in all its 
latitude, he may Tit at cafe amidll the diilrclTes of his countrji 
ridicule the law which he has eluded, aiid [m the magiftrate at open 
defiance- 

The Prim* Minister fpoke next :— As I think. Sir, fome excep- 
tion may be juft and proper, fo I fuppofe every gcnileman will concur 
with n^e in rejecting one of fuch extent as fhall leave 00 objc«5l for 
the operation of the law. 

It is in my opinion proper to relVrain the exemption to thofe free-> 
holders who are polTefTed of fuch an cflaie as gives a vote for therepre- 
fentative of the county, by which ihafe v^hofe privilege arifes front 
their property will be fecurcd; and it feems reafunable that thofe 
who have privileges without property, Qiould purchafe them by their 
(er vices. 

Counfellor Brown fpolce next: — Sir, the exception propofcd wiH 
not only defeat the epd of the bill, by leaving it few objefts, but will 
rbftrufl the execution of it on proper occafions, and involve the ma- 
cidrate in difficulites which will either iniimiJate him in the exertion 
pf his authority, or, if he perfilh in difcharging his duty with firin- 
nefs and fpirii, will petha{,s oblige him fometimes to repent of hU 
fidelity. 

It is thenccelTary confeqaencc. Sir, of a feacpan's profeffion, that, 
he is often at a great diHancc from the place of his legal fettletnent. 
or patrimonal pollefliqns; and hcrr.^ therefore afiert of hisown cir- 
fumftanccs what is moft convenient witliout danger of dei^iiion., 
piAant:? is a fequtiiy that pion^pis, many n^ea (o f^Choods by wh<^^ 
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only vanity is gratified, and few men will cell truth In oppofition 10 
their intereft, when they nfay lie without apprchcnfian of being 
convi<^d. 

When therefore a magiflrate receives diredions to imprefa all the 
feamen within his diftri<El, how few will he Und who will not de- 
clare themrdves freeholders in fome diftant county, or freemen of 
fame obrcure borough. It is to no purpofe, Sir, that the magtHrace 
difl>elieves what he cannot confute ; and if in one inllancc in a hun- 
dred he (hould be millaken, and, acting in confcquence of hi^ error, 
forcfc a freeman into the fervice, what reparation may not be de- 
manded i 

I therefore propofe it to the conftderation of the committee, whe- 
ther any man ought to claim exemption from this law by a title, that 
may fo readily be procured, or fo fafely ufurped. 

The Attorney-Gemeral fpolce next: — Sir, the praflicc of im- 
preQing, which has been declaimed againft with fudi vehement exag- 
gerations, IS not only founded on immemorial cuftom, which makes 
it partofthe common law, but is likewife eftablifbed byourftatutes; 
for I remember to have found it in the Hatutes of queen Mary, and 
therefore cannot allow that it ought to be treated as illegal, and 
anti-conRitutional. 

That it is not inconGftcnt with our conllitution may be proved 
from the pra^ice of ere£ling the royal flandard, upon great emer- 
gencies, to which every man was obliged immediately to repair ; this 
pra£licc is as old as our conllitution, and as it may J^ revived 
atpleafure, maybe properly mentioned as equivalent to an imprefs. 

Mr. ViNER anfwcred: — This word. Sir, which the learned mem- 
ber hat by his wonderful diIigcnce;difcovered in the Hatutes, may per- 
haps be there, but in a fignificaiion far different from that which it 
bears atprefent. The word was, without doubt, originally French, 
prit, and implied what is now exprefled by the term reatty; and to 
Jmprefs any man was in thofe days only to make him reoifyf or engage 
him to bold himfclf in rtadinffi, which was brought about not by 
compullion, purfuit, and violence, but by the allurements of a pe- 
cuniary reward, or the obligation of fome antieat tenure. 

P4 HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

March q^ 1740-r. 

On tbt b6tf> daj, tbt cnfideratian vf ibt till far rating fttmen UW r*- 
Jtmed, andaclaufi read, bj which tvtryetnfiabU, headier eugh, tything- 
taen, ir otbtr perfoa, vjm liabU to bt txamitud upon oeth by thejujlictt 
tfptacf, who vjtri tmptwcrtd U l^ a fine upon themfv any tu^£l^ 
tffemiy ar cnaivaiue. 

Sir John Bakhard rofc up and fpokc to the following effcfl: — 
Mr. Chsirmao, it is the peculiar happ^nefs of the Britons, that no 
law can be made without the confem of (heir rcprefcntatives, and 1 
hope no fuch infatuation can ever fall upon them as may influence 
them to cbufe a repicfentativc capable of Concurring in abfurditici 
like this. 

The folly, the iniquity, the flupidily of this claufe, can only be 
conceived by hearing it repeated ; it is too flagrant to be extenu- 
ated, and too grola to admit exaggerations : to oblige a man to make 
oath againft himfelf, to fubjed himfelf by his own voice to penalties 
and hardfhips, k at once cruel and ridiculoui, a wild complication of 
tyranny and folly. 

To call upon any man to accufe himfelf, is only to call upon him 
to commit perjury, and has therefore been always accounted irrational 
and wicked: in thofe countries where it is pridifed, the cunfcSoa 
II extorted by the rack, which indeed is fo neceStry on fucb occa- 
Cons, that I Aould not wonder to hear the promoters of this dattfe 
openly declaring for the expediency of tortures. 

Nothing is more evident than that this bill, however the import- 
ance of the occafion may be magnified, was drawn up without re- 
flexion, and that the claufes were never underftood by thofe tiat 
offered them : errors like thele muft arile only from precipitation and 
negleft, for they arc too grofs to be committed either by ignorance 
or defign. 

To expofe fuch abfurditica is indeed eafy, but not plealing ; for 
what end is anfwered by pointing 2C fallvi or how is the puhlick fcr-* 
vice advanced by (hewing that the mcihods propofed aie totally to 
be reje^ed i Where a proportion is of a mixed kind j and only crnv*' 
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iteous in part, it is an ufefbl and no difagTCoabte taflc to feparate 
truth from error, and difeatangle from ill conrcqnencet Aidi iim»> 
fttra as may be purfued with advintage to the publiclc ; hut mere 
ftupidity can only produce compafllon, and afibrd no opportunitiei 
for enquiry or Afpute. 

Admiral Wager replied: — Sir, This chufe, however contemp- 
tuoully treated, has been already paflcd into a law by a fenate which 
brought no diOionour upon the Britilh nation, by a fenate which waa 
coJhed and dreaded by the greatcft part of the unirerfe, and waa 
drawn up by a miniflry that have given their poflcrity do reafon to 
treat them with derilion and contumely. 

In the reign of (he late great queen, this method of proceeding 
was approved and eftabliQied, and we may judge of the propriety of 
the meafures followed in that war by the fucccfs which they pro- 
cured. 

I^le therefore by whom this bill was drawn up have com- 
mitted no new abfurdities, nor have propofed any thing wbidi was 
not enaded by the wifcft of our predeceBbrs, in one of the moft il> 
Inftrious periods of our hiftory. 

Mr.GvBBoH anfwered, — Sir, I am far from thinking a propoli- 
tion fufficiently defended by an aflertion that it was admitted by our 
predeceflbrs, (or though I have no inclination to vilify their memory, 
I may without Icruple affirm that they had no pretenfions to infal- 
libility, and that there are in many of ourftatutes inAances of fuch 
ignorance, credulity, weaknefi, and error, as cannot be conliiiered 
without aftonifliment. 

In quellionso^n ablhufe and complicated nature, it is certain, , 
Sir, that experience has taught uj what could never have been dif- 
covercd pteviouHy hy the wifdom of our anceftors, and we have 
found by their confequcnces the impropriety of many practices which 
they approved, and which we fliould have equally applauded in the 
fame circumftances. 

Butto whatpurpofeisobfervation, ifwemufllhut our eyes againll 
it, and appeal for ever to the wifdom of our anceftors ^~if we muft 
fall into error, merely becaufe they were miflaken, and rufli upon 
rocks out of veneration to thofe who were wreck'd againft them ? 

In quefttons caftly to be examined, and determinations which com- 
prized no perplexinj contrarieties of intcreft, or multiplicity of cir- 
CumfVances, they were equally liaMe with ouirdvcs to be ftipine and 
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negligent, to 5ai into fecurity* or be furprized by hafle. That the 
cUufe now before us was cna^ed by them, muft be afcribed merely 
to the hurry of the TeiEoris in which it was brough.t before them^ a 
time in which fo many enquiries of the higheft importance were to 
be made, and great diverfity of views to be regarded, that it ism 
wonder that fome abfurdities fliouid efcape without detection. 

In the fourth of ihe rdgn of the queen, this bill was brought in, 
at now, at the latter end of a feifion, when the attention of the 
f^nate was fatigued and diAra^ed, and it was hurried through both 
houfes, and ratified by the queen, with very little coarideraiion. 

But then, as this circumftance may be jufily termed an extenuation 
of their error, it ought to be .a lefTun of caution to us, that we may 
not be in the lilce manner betrayed into the fame weakncfs. 

Mr. HcNKv PfLHAM next rofeup: — Sir, the condu£t of ourprc- 
dccclTors feems not to Hand in need of any excufe ; for it might be 
eafy to vindicate {t by arguments, but that it is more ptoperto ap- 
prove it by imitation. 

Whenever the bill was paficd, or how haflily foever Ihe law was 
, cnadtcd, it was, I believe, rather the efFeft of neceffity than of inad- 
vertency i of the fame necellky which now prcflcs, and which is 
very ill confulted by tedious debates. 

They were then involved in a war, and were not fo diftrafied by 
private incereds as not to unite in. the moll vigorous oppoQtion of 
their enemies. They Icr.ew that the publicic good is often promoted 
by the temporary inconvenicncies of individuals; and when affairs 
of the higheft importance demanded their attention, when the fccu- 
lity of the whole nation and the happtnefs of their apflerity were the 
fubje^ of their enquiries) they wifely fufTered Icfs coniiderations to 
pafs without fuperfluous and unfeafonable folliciiude ' 

Howjuftjy they reafoned. Sir, and what vigour their refolutions 
gave to the military operations, our victories jrc a fuScient proof: 
and if experience be the fureft guide, it cannot be improper to imiiaie 
thofe. who, in the fame circum fiances with onrfclves, found means 
to raife the honour, and improve the commerce of tbeir gountry. 

That our circumjlances are the fame with ibofe of the fcnate by 
which this law was made, is obvious beyond difputc ; or where tfaey 
vary, the difference is perhaps to our difad vantage.- We have, Sir, 
the fame enemies, or, at Icaft, have reafon to apprehend the fame ; 
but have liule hope of the fame allies. Theprefeat wai is to be, 
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carried on at a greater diftance, and in more places at the Tame in- 
flanti we cannot therefore fupply our fliipi occarionatly, but ntuS 
raife great numbers in a (hort time. 

ir thercFore it was then concluded, that the method tinder our ex- 
amination was ufeful ; if meafures, not eligible in thcmrelves, miy 
be authorized by neccSty, why may not we, in compliance with 
the fame exigencies, have tecourfe to the fame expedients ? 

Sir William YeNCS then fpolcc:— Sir, bow much wei^t is 
ad<fed to the determinations of the fenate> by the dignity of their 
procedure, and the decency of their difputations, a flight knowledge 
of mankind is fufilcient to evince. It is well known that govern* 
nient is fupported by opinion ; and that he who deftroys the reputa- 
tation, dedrbys the authority of the legillaitve power. Nor is it left 
apparent, thai he who degrades debate into fcurrility, and deSroyt 
the folemnity of con ful tat ion, endeavours to fink the fenate into con- 
tempt. 

It was therefore. Sir, with indignation and furptize that I heard 
the claufe before us cenfured with fuch indecency of language, and 
the authors of it treated with contumelies and reproachei that 
mere error does not def>;rve, however apparent, but which were now 
vented before any error was deteded, 

I know not. Sir, why the gentlemen who are thus indecently attack- 
ed have fufFered fuch reproaches without ccniurc and without reply, t 
know not why they have omitted. to put the honoufabie gentleman 
in mind of the refpe£t due to this alTcmbly, or to the charaAen of 
-thofe whom he oppofcs ; gentlemen equally billed with himfelf in the 
fubjeci of our etquiries, and whom hia own attainments, however 
large, or his abilities, however compreheafive, cannot give him jl 
light to charge with ignoTance or folly. 

To reproach men with incapacity is a cheap method of anfwering 
their arguments, but a method which the rules of this houfe ought to 
exclude from out debates, a< the general civility of the world has 
banidied it from every other place of concourfe or converfation. 

I, for. my part. Sit) fliall always endeavour 10 confine my atten- 
tion to the quefiion before us, without fuftering my reafon to he. 
^infled,.or. my enquiries diverted by low altercations, or pcrfonal, 
animufuies; nor when any Other pian deviates into reproachful and 
qonipmptuous language, fh«li 1. be induced to think more highly of 
', f«t«r fes %rgim5siu «r cspwty. ; . 
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Sir John Barnard replied :— Sir, I have always heard it repre- 
ftnted as an inftance of integrity, when the tongue and heart moTC 
in concert, when the words are reprerehtations of the fentiments- ; 
and have therefore hitherto endeavoured to explain mjr arguments 
with peifpicuity, and imprefs my fentiments with force; I have 
thought it hypocrify to treat flupidity with reverence, or to honour 
nonfcnfe with the ceremony of a confutation. As knavery fo foOy 
Aat it not reclaimable, ii to be fpcedily difpacched, bultnefi is to ba 
freed from obllruflion, and fociety from a nuifance. 

Nor, Sir, when I am cenfured by thofe whom I may offiind by the 
nfe of terms corrcfpondent with my ideas, will I by a tame and 
fllent fiibmiffion give reafon to fufpedt that I am confdous of a fauir, 
h»t will treat the accufation with open contempt, and fliew no 
^ater regard to the abettort, than to the authors of abfurdity. 

That decency is of great ufe in publick detiatea, 1 fliall readily 
allow} it may fometimes fbclter folly from ridicule, and prcferve vi)'> 
laiay from publick deletion ; nor is it ever more carefully fupponed, 
than when meafures are promoted that nothing can preferve from 
contempt, but the folemnity with which they are cftablifbed. 

Decency is a proper circumftance ; but liberty is the eAcnce of 
fenatorial difquifltions : liberty is the parent of truth ; but truth and 
decency arc fometimes at variance : all men and all propofittoos are 
to be treated here as they defcrve } and there are many who have no 
claim either to teCpeSt or decency. 

Mr. WiNNiKCTON then rofe : —Sir, that it is improper in its own 
nature, and inconiiQent with our conftitution, to lay any man under 
an obligation to accufe himfelf, cannot be denied ; it is therefore 
evident, that fome amendment is neceflary to the claufe before vs. 

I have for this reafon drawn up an amendment. Sir, which, if ap- 
proved by the committee, will, in my opinion, remove all theob- 
jefiions to this part of the bill, and by reconciling it with our natural 
and legal rights, I hope, induce thofe to approve it, who have hitherto 
oppofid it- 

I therefore propofe that thefe words fliould he fubftituted inftead of * 
thofe which are the fubjeA of the debate, or fome other to this pur- 
pofe ) That nt perftn JbiUl be liable U be fined by virtue ef ihie aS^ tinlefi 
a witmtfi being examined, Jhall make aatb eftkt mfdttmanaui or negk3. 

Thus the neceffity of examining men upon oath in their own 
caufe will be entirely ukea awafi an4 at the daule wiU tbea ftud, 
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there will ranatn no fuTpicton of injullice, or opprcSion, becaufe 
none can be praAired without the concurrence of many perfons gf 
different Jnterefti. 

[This cUufe, though agreed to in the committee, was at laft re- 
jeaed.] 

Mr. HoKAcKWALP0LEfpokenexttothi8eflea:-»Mr. Cbsiroian, 
It docs not yet appear that the gentlemen who have engaged in this 
. debate have fufficiently attended to the exigence of out affaire, and the 
importanoe of the queftion. They have lavilhed their oratory in de> 
claiming upon the abfurdity of the methods propofed, and difcovered 
thdr fagactty, by Slewing how future navies may be fupplied from 
charity fchooli, but have fubllituted no expedients in the place of thofe 
wbicb they fo warmly condemn, nor have coodcfcended to inform ut, 
bow we may now guard our coafls, or man our fleets for immediate 
'fervice. 

There are Ibme ciicumftances, Sir, of the prefent war, which make 
our neceffity of raifing fea forces greater than in thofe of William and 
Anne that fucceededhim. The chief ad vantages that we gained over the ' 
French in their wars were the confequencei of our vidorits by land. 

At fei, Sir, the balance was almoft equal, though the Dutch fleet 
and ours were united ; nor did they quit the fea becaufc their fleets 
were deftroyed, but becaufe they were obliged to recruit their land 
forces with their Tailors. Should they now declare war againft us, 
they would be under no fuch neceffity of defrauding the fea fervice, 
for they have now on fool an army of 160,000 men, which are main- 
tained at no greater espence than 40,000 by the Britifh government i 
as they are therefore. Sir, fo formidable by land, we have no way of 
oppoling th^m but by our fea forces. 

Nor is their navy fo contemptible as fome have either by conjedure 
or milinformation reprefented it. Thf fleet which they have dif- 
patched to America, confiftsnoloffewer than twenty (hips, of which 
' the leaft carry lixty guns, and they are tttting out now an equal num- 
• ber in their own ports ; befides, their £aft India company Is obliged to 
futnifli ten Ibips of theline, at the demand of the government. 

Thus it appears that we have neighbours fufficiently powerful to 
alarm us with the fenfe of immediate danger j danger which is made 
more imminent by the expeditious methods by which the French man 
their fleets, and which we mufl imitate if ffc hope to oppofe them 
with fucccft. 

I need 
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I iKed not fay faow little we can depend upon any profeffiona of 
neutrality, which will be beft obferved when thev cannot be Iccurely 
violated ; or upon the pacific inclination of their miniller, wb:ch 
intereff, perfuafion, or caprice, may alter, and to which it is not very 
bunourablc to trufl for fafety. How can that nation finlc lower, which 
is only free becaufe it is not invaded by its neighbours, and' retains 
its poflel&ons only becaufe no other baa Ictfureot inclination to take 
themt away i 

If it be afked what can provoke the French to interrupt ns in the . 
pTofecution of our defigns, and in the punifbmcnt of thoic who have 
f lundcred and Lnruttcd Us, it is not oidy eafy to urge the ftrifi al- 
liaacsbetween the two cromms, the tie of blood, the conformity of 
iatcrefis, and their equal hatred of the Britons, but another more 
inmwfwe reafoB may he added. It i»fulpcdcd that under pretence 
-of vindicating our own rights, wc arcendeavouring to gain the pof- 
leffion of the Spanifli dominions, and engrofs the wealth of the nev 
wof|4 ■ '"d that thcicferc it is the iotcfcft of every power wbofe fub- 
je^ traffic to thofe qountries to <^>poie »>• 

Thus, whether wefucceed or fal in our attempts on Aniciica, we 
bave the Frcncb power to apprehend. If we make conquefls, they 
may pfobably think, it neccHary to obviate tbe torrent of our vifiories, 
and to hinder the increafe of our dominions, that they may (ccuie 
their own trade, and maintain their own influence. 

If we fliould be defeated, of which no man. Sir, caa deny the 
poffitnlity, the inclination of all to infult the dcprei£;d, and to puQi 
down tbe falling is well known ; nor can it be expected that our hc- 
xcditary enemies would, negled fo fair an opportunity of attacking us. 

How they might ravage our coafts,aiid obfiruA our trade, how they 
might triumph in the channel, and block us up in our own ports, 
bombard our towns, aild threaten us with invallous, 1 hope I need but 
barely mention, to incite thie aflembly to fuch difpatch in manning 
eur fleets, as may fccure us at once ftooi ilifults aad from terror. 

It is undoubtedly. Sir, in our power to ralfe a naval force fufficiest 
to awe the ocean, and reftrain the mod daring of onr enemies from 
any attempts againft us, but this cannot be efFcdcd by harangues 
objeflions,' and difputations. 

There is nothing, Sir, more frequently the fubjefl of raillery or 
declamaiion than tbe ufclefsncfs or danger of a ftanding army'i to 
which 1 diclaie myfeil" no oihcrwife inclined than by my concern tor 
the common fafety; 1 wi-linjiy allow thai not one (viiiiti ought »o 
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be fupported by ihe public, whofe fervice ii ndt neccOary ; bu( furely 
none of thofe wbo declare (o warmly Tor the honour and privilege! of 
their country, would expofe it to the infults of foreign powers with- 
out defence. If therefore they think the danger of land forces more 
than equivalent to tho benefit, (hey ought unanimouHy to concur in the 
itkcreafe of our naval itrengtb, by which they may be proCe^cd, but 
cmnot be opprelled : tEtey ought willingly to give their affillance to 
any propofitions for making the fleet formidable, chat their declarationi 
againft the army may not be thought to proceed from a refolution to 
obftruS the meafures of the government,, rather than from zczl for 
the conftitution. For he that equally oppofes the eildblitbmcat of the 
xnny, and the improvement of the navy, declares in effeSt agarnft the 
fecurity of the nation ; and though , perhaps, without delign, expofei 
his conntrymen to the mercy of their enemies. 

Mr. PuLTBNEY fpdce next : — Sir, i cannot difcoTcr for what rea- 
ibn the bill before us is fo vigoroufly fupported, but mud obferve that 
I have feldom known fuch vehement and continued efforts produced by 
mere pubtick fpirit, and unmingled r^rd for the happinefs of the 
nation. Nothing, Sir, that can be urged in ^vour of the meafures 
now propofcd has been omitted. When arguments are confuted, 
precedents are cited ; when precedents fail, the advocates for the bill 
have recourfe to terror and necefEty, and endeavour to frighten thofe 
whom they cannot convince. 

But perhaps. Sir, thefe formidable phantoms may foon be put to 
flight, and, like the other illufions of cowardice, difappear before the 
light. Perhaps this neceflity will be found only chimerical ; and 
thefe dangers appear only the vifions of credulity, or the bugbears 
of impoRure. 

To arrive at a clear view of our prefent condition, it will be ne- 
cefTary, Sir, not to amufcourfelves with general alTertJons, or over- 
whelm our reafon by terrifj'ing cxaggerStions : let us confidcr dif- 
tinflly the power and the conduft of our enemicf, and enquire whe- 
ther they do not affiight us more than they are able to hurt us. 

That the force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to be dreaded, no man 
will affjrt ; for that empire, itjs well known, has long been fcized 
with all the fymptoms of declining power, and has been fupported, 
not by its own firength, but by the Jnterefls of its neighbours. The 
vaft dominions of the Spaniards are only an empty Ihow ; they are 
lands without inhabilaiits, and by conTequence without defence ; they 



S71 DEBATE OK [UAIM^I 9, 

are rather cxCTcrcencei than membcra of the monarchy, and ncrive fop- 
port rather than communicate. In the ^iftant branches* of their empire 
the government languifttei, as the vital motion in an expiring body ; 
and tbeftnigglcs which th^ now nuke, may be termed rather ago- 
nies than cffofti. 

From Spain, therefore, anaffifted, we have nothing to apptdtend, 
and yet from thence we have been tbteateoed with infalts and in- 
vafions. 

That the condition of the French is far difierent, cannot be de- 
nied i their commerce flourilbes, their dominions are conneAed, dieir 
wealth incicafa, and their government operates with full vigoor : 
their influence is great, and their name -ibrmidablc. But I caanot 
allow, Sir, (bat they have yet attained fuch a height of power sa 
ihould alarm us with conftant apprchenfioni, or that we otigbt to f^ 
cure ouifetvesagainft them by the vicriatioo of out liberties. Not 
to urge that the lofs of freedom* and the deftrufiion of oar confiitn- 
tion, are the worfi conrequencet that can be apprebended from a cod- 
qucft, and that to a flave the change of -his mafter ia of no great iin- 
portaace, it is evident* that the power of the Ficoch is of fttch 
kind a* can only afieQ us rcttiotely, and confequeniialty. Theyaaay 
fill.the continent with alarms, and ravage the teiritories of Germany 
by their numerous armies, but can only injure us by means of tbeir 
fleet*. We may wait, Sir, without a panoicic terror, thoagh not 
without fome degrecof anxiety, tbeevent of their attempts upon the 
naghbouring princes, and cannot be reduced to fight for our 
altars and our houres, but by a fecoiid armada, which, even then, the 
windj nnuH favour, and a thoufand circumflances concur to capediie. 

But that nofuch fleet can be fitted out by the united endeavourairf 
the whole world i that our navy, in its prefent Hate, is fuperioi- 
to any that can be brought againft us, our minilters ought not to he 
ignorant: and therefore t(^ difpiric the nation with apprebenfions of 
armies hovering in the air, and of conquerors to be wafted over b^ 
fupernatural means, is to dellrby that happine6 which government 
was ordained to prefcrve ; to fink us to tamenefs and cowardice j atid 
to betray us 10 infultiiand to robberies. 

If our danger. Sir, be fuch as has been reprefenied, to whom muft 
we impute it } Upon whom are our weakoefs, our poverty, and our 
miferies to be charged? Upon wrhom, but thofe who have ufurped 
thediiedion uf afFairs which they dtdnot underfiond, or which ih«r 

foUicitude 
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follicitude far the prefervation of their own p'owei hiadereJ them from 
attending i 

That the Spaniards, Sir, are now enabled to milte refinance, and 
perhaps to infult and depopulate our colonies ; that the French have 
dirpatched a fleet into the American Teas to obftruiil, as may be con- 
je£lured, the progrefs of our arms, and that we are in danger of meet' 
ing oppolition which we did not cxpcS, is too evident to be con- 
cealed. 

But, Sir, is not the fpirit of our enemies the conlcquence rather 
of our cowardice than of their own ftrength ? Does not the opppfition 
to our deligas, by whatever nation it fliall be made, arife from the 
contempt which has been brought upon us by our irrefolution, for- 
bearance, and delays f Had we refented the tirft infult, and repaired 
our earlicft lolTes by vigorous rcprizals, our merchants had longago 
carried on their traffick vith fccurity, our enemies would have 
CouivC d us with refpei!), and our allies fupported us with confidence. 
Our negotiations, treaties, propofals, and concelHons, not only 
afforded them leifure to collet their forces, equip their fleets, and 
fortify their coaJis ; but gave them likewife fpirit to refift [hofe who 
could not be conquered but by their own cowardice and folly. By 
' our ill-timed patience, and lingering preparations, we encouraged 
thofe to unite againll us, who would otherwife have only hated us in 
fccret ; and deterred thofe from declaring in our favour, whom in- 
tereft of gratitude might have inclined to alfift us. For who will 
fuppott thofe from whom no mutual fupport can be expe^ed f 
And who will expei^ that thofe will defend their allies, who defcrc 
themfelves i 
But, Sir, however late our refentment was awakened^ had the 
' war been profecuted vigoioudy after it was declared, we might 
have been now fecure from danger, and freed from fufpence, nor 
would any thing have remained but to give laws to our enemies. 

From the fuccefs of Vernon with fo inconliderable force?, we 
nay conjecture what would have been performed with an armament 
proportioned to his undertaking ; and why he was not better fupplied, 
BO reafon has yet been given ; nor can it be calily difcovcred why 
we cither did not begin the war before our enemies had concerted 
their meafures, or delay it till we had formed our own. 

KotwtthAandtng fome opportunities have been negleflcd, and all 

the advantages of a fudden attack have been iriccovcrably loft ; not- 

Voi. X. T wi.hllandirg 
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withltandifig our rnends^ Sir, hare learned to derpife and atg\e€t tu» 
^nd our enemies are animated to confidence and obftinacy, yet our 
real and intrinfick ftrengtb eontinues the fame ; nor are there yet ' 
fmy preparations piade againft us by the enemy» with views beyond 
their own Security and defence. It does not yet appear. Sir, that 
Dur eninnies, however in/blent, look upon us as the proper oI^eAt 
of m ctHiqueft, or that they imagine it poffible to befiege us in our 
ewp ports^ or (o confine us to the defence of our own country. Wa 
fve not therefore to have recourfe to mcafureS} which, if they are 
ever to b^ admitred, can be juftified bynothingbut the utmoftdil^ 
trefj, and can only become proper, a> the laft and defpeiate expe- 
dient- Tbe enemy. Sir, ought to appear not only in ouf fcas^ but 
in our ports, before it can be neceflary that Qne part of thi nation 
piould be enflavcd for the prcfervation of the reft. 

To dcRioy acy part of the community, while it is in our power 
to prcferve the whole, is certainly abfurd, and inconftHent with the 
equity and tendeniefs of a good government : and what is flavery 
lels than deftruQton ? Wbai greater calamity has that man to expe^ 
who has been already deprived of his liberty, and reduced to 
the lev<:l with thieves and oiurdereri ? With what fpirit. Sir, will he 
draw bis fword upon his invaders, who has nothing to defend i Or 
why fliould he repel the injuries which will make no addition to his 
Hiilcry^ and will fall only on thofe to whom he isenflaved ? 

It if well l^noiAn that gratitude is the foundation of our duty to 
our country^ and to our fuperiori, whom ^e are obliged to proteA 
upon (am* occafiont, becaufe upon others fre receive protri5tion from 
thenl, and are maintained in the quiet poQclHon of our fortunes, and 
the fecurity of ourjives. But what (gratitude is due tohis country 
from a man diftinguiffaed without a crime by the legiflature, from 
the reft of the people, and marked out for hardlbips and oppreffions i 
From a inan who is condemned to labour and to danger, only that 
others may fatten, wiih indolence, and flumber without anxiety? 
From a man who is dragged tp mifery without reward, and hunted 
from his retreat, as the property of hif mailer f 

Where gratitude, Sir, is not the motive ofafiion, which may 
eafily happen in mipds not accuflomcd to obfcrve the ends of govern- 
^ei^t and relations of fociety, intercil never fails to prefide, which 
fnay'bc diflinguiflied from gratitude, as it regards the immediate ccn- 
ffq.cnccs of alXlqm, qnd CQpfincj ^hc yiew to prcfent advantages. 
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But what intereft can be gratified by a man who is not mafter of his 
own adioni, nor fecure in die enjoyment of his acquifitlons i Why 
fliould he be folllcitous to iacreafc his property, who may be torn 
from the pofleffion of it in a mometit i Or upon what motive can he 
»£t who will not become more happy by doing his duty } 

Many of tbofe to whom this bill is (vopofcd to extend, have raifed 
fcMtiHiei at tbeexpenceof their eafe, and at the hazard of their lives ; . 
and now flt at reft, enjoying .the memory of their pa& hardfhips, and' 
inciting others to the profeciilion of the fame adventures : how will 
it be more mfonable to drag tbefe men from their houfes, than to 
feize any other gentleman upon bis own ellale f And how negligently 
will our navigation and our commerce be promoted, when it is dif- 
coreied that cither wealth cannot be gained by them ; or^ if fb gain- 
ed, cannot be enjoyed. 

But it is flill urged. Sir, that there is a neceffity of manning the 
fleet ; a neceffity which indeed cannot totally be denied, -though a 
Ifaort delay would produce no frightful confequenccs, would cxpofe 
ui to no invalions, nor difable us from profccuting the war. Yet, as 
the neceffity at Icall deftrvet the regard of the legillature, let us con- 
iider what motives have hitherto gained men over to the publick fcr- 
vice i let us examine bow t>ur land forces are raifed, and how our 
merchants equip their Ihips, How is all this cffe^ed without mur- 
murs, mutinies, or difcontent, but by the natural and eafy method 
(^ offering rewards i 

It may be objefied. Sir, that rewards have been already propofcd 
without cSt& ; but, not to mention the corrupt arts which have 
been made ufe of to elude that promife, by reje^ing thofe that came 
to claim them, we can infer from their incfficacy only, that (hey 
were too fmall ; that they were not fufficicnt to dazzle the attention, 
and withdraw^ it from the profpefl of the dlftant advantages which 
may arifc from the fervicc <^ the merchants. Let the reward there- 
fore be doubled, and if it be not then fufficient, doubled anew. Tiiere 
is nothing but may be bought, if an adequate price is offered j and 
we are therefore'to raife the reward till it fliall be adjudged by the 
Jailor^ equivalent to the inconveniencies of the fervice, 

I^et no man urge that this is profufion ; that it is a breach of our 
truft, and a prodigality of the publick money. Sir, the money thus 
paid is the price of liberty ; it is difburfed to hinder Havery from en- 
croaching, to prcfeive our natural rights from infraction, and the 
Cctnftitu;ioQ of our country from violation. If we vote away the 
T a Ptivilc=>e 
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privilege of one clafs among us, thofe of another may quickly be de- | 

manded ; and llavery will advance by degicei, till the Htt remains of 
freedom Ihall be loll. 

But perhaps, Sir, ic will appear upon reflexion, that even this mo- 
thod needs not to be pra^lifcd. It ii well known, that it is not oe- 
cefTary for the whole crew or a fhip to be expert Cailors ; there muft 
be. Tafnc novices, and, many whofe employment faM mora of labour 
than of art. We have now a numerous army which burthens our 
^Untry, without defending it, and from whom we may therefore 
draw fupplics for the fleet, ^nd diflributc them anlongft the Ibips ia 
juftpropoitions J thoy may immediately alfid the feamui, and will 
become able in a fhort time to^train up others. 

It will doubtlcfs, Sir, be objc^ed to this proporal, that the con-? 
tincnt is in conTuCDn, and that we ought to continue fuch a' force ai 
may enable ui to affift our allies, maintain our influence, andiiirn the 
fcatc of affairs in the neighbouring countries. 1 know not how w« 
are indebted to oi^r allies, or by what tics we are obliged to affift 
thofe who never aflifted ui ; nor can I, upon mature conitde- 
ration, think it neceffary to be always gazing on the continent, watch- 
ing the motions of every potentate, and anxioully attentive to every 
revolutlojit There i; no end, Sir, 0/ obviating contingencies, of 
attempting to fecure ourfelves from every polEbtlity-of danger. I 
am indeed defirous that our friends, if any there be that deferve that 
name, fiiould fucceed in their dcligns, and be protedcd in theif 
flaims ; but think it ought always to be rcmcrabcred, that our own 
affairs aiFe^t us immediately, theirs only by coofcquence ; and that 
the nearefi danger is to be firfl regarded. 

With refpect to the amendment oitered to this claufe, I cannot 
fee that Jc\vil] produce any advaotagCt nor think any evidence fttSi- 
f ient tp judify (he breach of our conflitutipn, or fuhje^ ^qy man to 
fhe hqrd(bip of having his dwelling entered by force. 

And, Sir, I am not entirely fatisfied of the impaniii'ily and fruity 
Vith which it is promifed that this law will be put in exccutinn, or 
\vhat new inguence is to cooperate wi:h this law,' by which cor- 
Tuption and opprcGion will lie prevented. 

It is well kn<lwn. Sir, that manyothcrbws are made inefefiunl 
by partiality or negligence, which remarkably appears liy the im- 
(nfnTe quantities ot corn that are daily carried into foreign coun:rJe:, 
by illegal ^Kpprtattopfi, by which traffic I am informed that we ob- 
tsin n-icft cf our forctj:r> geld, which in reality is i-aid us for corn hy 
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the Dutch ; though it is fludioufly reprefentcd to the nation as gain«l\ 
by our traffic with Poriugal. Who cin aJTure us that this law will not 
bepcnrerted after theexamplcof others? And that there will not be 
wntches found that may employ it to the extoition of money, or 
tb« gratification of revenge f 

Thus, Sir, I have £hcwn by what means our l^eet may now be 
equipped, and how afupply of failors may be perpetuated ; fi.-r I can- 
DOt think how the boys which arc educated in charily rcho:)ls cail 
be DMre properly employed i a propoition may be eafily fela&ei for 
the feme*, who will benefit the publick much more than by ferving 
fharpcrs and attorrtics, and pilfering either at low gaming houfes, or 
in the inns of coutt. 

Since therefore it is not pretended. Sir, that this hilt can be julli' 
fiedotherwife than by necelEty, and it appears that fuppHes may b4 
railed by other means } fmce, inftead of increafing and encouraging 
leamen, nothing is propofed that docs not manifellly tend, by de- 
preffing and harraffing them, to diminifh their numbijrsi I thinlc 
it teafonable to declare that I fliatl continue to oppsfe it, and hopti 
Ih^t every friend of liberty, ot <:omtnerce, will concur in the op- 
pofition. 

Sir Robert Walpole fpote next, to the following efleft : — Sir, 
I have con&dered the bill before us with the utmoft impartiality, and 
1 can fee no reafon to apprehend that it will produce fuch univerfjl 
difcontent, and give occafion to (6 many abufes, as the honourabld 
gentlemen by whom is is oppofed, appear to fufpei^. It is not un- 
common. Sir, in judging of future events, and tracing effects from 
caufea, for the rooH fjgacioils to be miilalcen. 

The fafeft.method of conjeiSuring upon the future, is to confider the 
paft, for it is always probable, that from like Caufes Hlce confequences 
wilt arife. Let us therefore. Sir, examine what injutlice or oppref- 
fion has been hitherto produced by laws of the fame kind. 

The power of fearching, however it is now become the fubje^i of 
loud exclamation and pathetic harangues, is no new invafion of the 
rights of the people, but has been already granted in Us utmoll extent, 
for an end of no greater importance than the prefervationofihegamc : 
ihii forroidabic authority has been already trufted to the magiftrate, 
and the nation has been already fubjcftcd to this iiifupportable tyran- 
ny, only left the hares and partridges fliould be dcftrojed, and gtntle- 
' nen be obliged to difbaod their hounds and difmifs their fettin^ <.!ogs. 
T 3 f=<. 
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Yet, Sir, even with regard to this power thus exorbitant, and tbiu 
lightly granted, 1 hare heard no general complaints, nor believe that 
it is looked upon as a grievance by any, butthofewhom it rc:flrains 
ffom living upon the game, and condemns to nuintain tbcmielves 
by a more honcft and ufefiil industry. 

I hope, Sir, thofe that think this law for the prefervation of their 
amufement rational and juft, will have at lead the fame r^ard to 
the defence of their country, and will not thiak their venifon de- 
ferves greater foUicitude, than their fortunes and their liberties. 

Nor is it difficult, Sir, to produce tnftanccs of the exercife of this 
power for the end which is now propofed, without any confequen- 
ccs that (bould difcourage us from repeating the experiment. I have 
now in my hand a letter, by which the mayor and aldermen of Briftot 
are empowered to fcize all the lailors within the bounds of their 
ju[ifdi£lion, which order was executed without any outcries of op. 
preirion,or apprebenfions of the approach of flavery, 

I'hat this law. Sir, wilt be always executed with the ftri^eft impar- 
tiality, and without the leall regard to any private purpofcs, cannot 
indeed be demonflratively proved ; every law may po£ib1y be abufcd 
by a combination of proKigates ; but it muft, I think, be granted that 
it is drawn up with all the caution that reafon, or juftice^ or the cor- 
Tuption of the prefent age requires. 1 know not what can be con- 
trived better than an alTociation of men unltlcely to concur in tbeit 
views and interefti: ajuflice.of the peace, a lieutenant of afliip, and 
a commiffioner of the navy, three men probably unknown to each 
other, and of which no one will be at all follictlous to deiire the reft 
to unite to commit a crime to which no temptation can be readily 
imagined. 

This caution. Sir, which cannot but be approved, and which 
furely is fome proof of judgment and con li deration, ought in my 
opinion to have exempted the bill, and thofe by whofc aJEfiance it 
was drawn up, from the reproachful and indecent chai^ of abfur- 
dity, ignorance, and incapacity j terms which the dignity of this 
aflembly does not admit, even when they arc inconteftably juft, and 
which furely ought not to be made uli; of when the queftioa is of a 
doubtful nature. 

The gentlemen. Sir, who are now intruded with publtck em- 
ployments, have never yet difcovered that they arc inferior to their 
prcdscfSurs in knowledge ot intregrityj nor do their ^b'ara^lers 

fuffcr 
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fuffer any diminution by a comparifoD with thofe who vilify and tra- 
d uce thcni> 

Thqfe, Sir, that treat othar* with fuch lieentious conteinpt, ought 
furely to give fome illifllrious proof of their owii abilities ; and yet 
if we examine what has been pi'oduced on this qucftion, we Diall 
find noreafon to admire their fagacity or their knowledge. 

We have been told, Sir, that the fleet might properly be manned 
by a detachment frOm the army, but it has not been proved that we 
have any fupcrflnous forces in the kingdom, nor, indeed, will our 
^rtny be found fufficiently numerous, if by negle^ing to equip our 
fleet, we give our enemies an opportunity of entering our country. 

If it be enquirod what necefEty;there is for our prefcnt forces ? What 
expeditions are dcligned i Or what dangers are feared ! I (hall not ' 
think it my duty to return any anf*er. It is, Sir, the great unhap- 
pinefs of our conftitution, that our determinations cannot be kept 
fecret, and that our enemies may always form conjectures of our 
ddjgns, by knowing our preparations ; but furely more is not to be 
pyblilbed than neceffity extorts, and the government hat a right to 
conceal what it would injure the nation to difcover. 

Nor can I, Sir, approve the method of levying Tailors by the in* 
cttement of an exorbitant reward, a reward to be augmented at the 
pleafurc of thofe who are to receive it. For what cart be the con- 
fequcnce of foch prodigality, but that thofe to whom the largefl fum 
ia ogcrcd, will yet refufc thetr fervice in expedatlon of a greater. 
The reward already propofcd fs,> in my opinion, the utmoft ftretch 
of liberality} and all beyond may be cenfured ai profufion* 

It is not to be imagined. Sir, that all thefc obje^ions were not 
made, and anfwered, in the reign of the late queen, when a bill of 
the fame nature was propofed j they were anfwered at Icaft by the 
neceffity of thofe times, which neceSity has now returned upon us. 

We do not find that it produced any confequenCcs fo formidable 
and deflruCtive, that they Ihould for ever difcouragc us from attempt-* 
ing to raife forces by the fame means ; it was then readily enaiSed, 
and executed without oppolition, and without complaints } nor do I 
believe that any meafures can be ptopofed of equal efficacy, and lefs 
fcverity. 

Mr, SAt*DYS repKed In-fubflance a* follows ;— Sir, whether the 

precedents produced in defence of this bill, will have more weight 

than t(ie arguments, muft be (hewn by a careful examination, 

T i I whicir 
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which will perhapi dilcovcr that the order Tent to the magifirates of 
Brillol conveyed no new power, nor fucb as is in any nfpeSt parallel 
to that which this bill is intended to confer. 

They were only enjoined to enquire with more than ufual RnSt- 
jiefs, after llrollers and vagabonds, fuch as the law has atWays fub- 
je^d to punifhment, and fend them to the fleet, inftcad of any 
other place of correction; a method which may now be purfued 
without danger, oppoJilion, or complaint. 

But for my part, I am not able, upon the clofeft attention to the 
prefent fcene of affairs, to find out the nccelGty of extraordinary 
methods of any kind . The fears of an inva/ion from France, are, 
in my opinion. Sir, merely chimerical ; from their fleet in America 
the coafts of Britain have nothing to fear, and after the numerous 
levies of feamen by which it was fitted out, it is not yet probable 
ihat they can fpecdily fend out another. We Icnow, Sir, that ihc 
number of feamen depends upon the extent of commerce, and 
furely there is as yet no fuch difproportion between their trade and 
ours, as thjt they Qiould be able to furnifh out a naval armament 
with much greater expedition than ourfelvej. 

In America our forces are at leafl equal to theirs, fo that it is not 
very probable, that after the toial deflruflion of our fleet by them, 
they fliould be fo little injured, as t* be able immediately to fet fail 
, for the channel, and infult us in our own ports ; to efFe^ this. 
Sir, they muft not only conquer us, but conquer us without refill- 
ancc. 

Iftbey do not interrupt us In our attempts, nor expole thcmfelves 
to an engagement, they may indeed return without fuffering great 
damages, but I Icnow not how they can leave the fhores of America 
unobferved, or pour an unexpeded invafion upon us. If they con- 
tinue there, Sir, they cannot hurt us, and when they return, we may 
|)repare for their reception. 

There arc men, I know. Sir, who have reafon to think highly of 
the French policy, and whofe ideas may be exalted to a belief that 
they can perform impoffibllicies; but I have not yet prevailed upon 
myfclf to conceive that they can afl invifibly, or that :hry can equip 
a fleet by forcery, colIcA an army in a moment, and defy uS on our 
own coaft, without any preceptible preparations. 

Then Admiral Wacer fpoke thus : — The calamities produced by 
£ifcc:d and centcntion, need not to be pointed out, but it may be 

proper 
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proper to refled upon the-confequencesoFa houfe divided agktnft it- 
felf, that we may endeavour to awoid them. 

Unanimity is produced by nothing more powerful than by impMd- 
tog danger, and therefbtt it may be ufeful to fliew thoTe who (etm aC 
prefent in proToond fecurity that the power of France is more form!-, 
dable than they are willing to allovr. 

My age, Sir, enables me to remembcf many tranfaSiona of th* 
wars in the late reigns^ to which matiy gehttemni are ftrangera, 
or of which they have only imperfefl idead from hiftory and tra- 
dition. 

In the fecond year of the reign of William, the French gained 
a vidory over the united Seels of the matititne powers, which gSM 
tbefn for the fummer followiAg the dominion of the channel, ena* 
bled them tofhut up our-merchants in their porta, and |itoduoDd a 
total fuf^enAon of our commerce. -' • '.■■ 

Thofe, Sir, to whom the importance of trade-is fb wdl laioimt 
will eafily apprehend the weight of thii calamity^ and will; I IfopCt 
rcjed no meafures that have a manifeft tendency to prevent iti 

Our Ihipa, Sir, do not lie ufetefi btomfe there is any want of 
Icamen in the nation, but becaufe 'any fervice is preftrred to that of - 
the publick. 

There are now, to my knowledge,* inoietovnon theweficoaft, no 
fewer than twelve hundred Tailors, of which furely a third part may be 
juftly claimed by the publick intereft; nor do I know why they who 
obftinately refufe to ferve their country, -Aould be treated with l<k 
much tendernef*. It is more rcafonable that they ffaotild fuSer by 
their refufa), than that the general happinefs Ihould be endangered. 

Mr. Sot^THWiLL fpoke next, to the following piirpofe:— ^ir, 
when any authority (ball be lodged In my h^nds to be excrcifcd for 
the publick benefit, I Iball always endeavour to exert it with honefty 
and diligence ; but will never he made the inftrument of oppreffion, 
nor execute any commiffion rf tyranny or injuflice. 

As therefore the- power of fearching is to be placed in the hands 
of juClices of the peace, I think it neceflary to declare that I will 
never perform fo hateful a part of the office, and that if this bill be- 
comes a law, I will retire from the place to which my authority 
is limited, rather than contribute to the'miferies of my fellow-fub- 
jefls. 
Mr. Littleton fpoke at follows ;— Sir, all the arguments which 

ha« 
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have been oKred in fupport of thic bill> are leduced at laft to one 
* confiant alleition of the aeetS&tj of paffing it. 

We bave been told. Sir, with great acutenefs, that a war cannot 
tecariied od without men, and that fiiipa are ufelefi wttboiu lailon; 
and from thence it is inftrrcd that the bill u aeceflaiy. 

That forcei are by fome means neceOary to be raifed, the wanneft 
■pponeotaof the fail] will not deny, but they cannot therefbre aUoW 
the inference, that the methods now prt^fcd are neceflaiy. 

They are of opinion. Sir, that cruel and oppreffive meafuict can 
sever be juflified, tiU all others bave been tried without efieft s they 
think that the laW| when tt was fonnerly paficd, was unjuft, and *e ' 
cenvtnced by oUerving that it never was revived, and that it was 
Vy expeucDce difcovered to be ulcleft. 

Neceffity, afalblute neccffity, ia a fionnidable found, and may 
ttrri^ the weak and tkoroM into filence and compliance ; but it 
wiD be foand upon refltftoa, to be often nothing but an idle feint, 
to amu(e and to delude us, and that what is reprefeated' as necd&iy 
to the publick, is only fiMoethiBg convenient to men in power. 

Neceffity, Sir, has heretofiire been produced as a plea for that 
wbicb coutd be no oUtcrwUe defended. In the days of Charles the 
Firll, fltip-money was declared to be legal, becaufe it was neceflary. 
Such was the reafbning of the lawyen, and the determination of the 
judges ; but the fenatc, a feiiate of patriots I without fear, and 
without corruption, and influenced only by a ItocCre regard for the 
public, were of a different opinion* and neither admitted the lawful- 
nefs noF neceffity. • 

It will become us on thii occafion to a& with equal vigour, nd 
Convince our countrymen, that we proceed upon the lame principJa, 
and (hat the liberties of the people are our chief care. 

I hope we fhall unite in defeating any attempts tbat;may impair tbe 
lightj wbicb every Briton boafis as his birth-right, aod rejea a law 
which will be equally dreaded and detefied with the inqutiition of 
Spain. 

Sir W11J.IAM YoNCB fpoke next, to this cffcS :— %> though 
many particuUr claufes of this bill have been difapprovtd and op- 
pofed, fome with more, andfome with lefs reafon, yet the committee 
has hitherto agreed thata bill for this purpofe is necciGiry in the pn^ 
fent ilate of our affairs ; upon this principle we have proceeded thin 
fUf feveral gentlemen have ptopofed their (tpiaioas, contributed 
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their (Ailervatiana, and laboured asiDanafiairnnivetrally adniltedto 
be of high ioiporunce to the general prorperity. 

Bat nofPi Sir, whenfonieof the difficulties are rurmounted, fonte 
expedient* luckily ftruck out, Ibine obje£tions removed, and the great 
dcGgn brought nearer to execution^ we art on a fuddcn informed, 
that all oar labour ii fuperfluous, that we are amufing ourfelves wiib 
aleldi confultations, providing againll calamities that can never bap* 
pen, and ratfing bulwarks witbout an enemy ; that therefore the 
^ueftktn before ui it of no impcrtancc, and the bill ought without 
Cirdier examination to be totally rejedcd. , 

I fuppofe, Sir, I fliaU be readily believed, when I declare that I 
fliall willingly admit any arguments that may evince our fafety ; but 
in proportion as real freedom from danger is to be dclifed, a ru[Mne 
ud indolent negled of h is to be dreaded and avoided ; and i cannot 
but fear that our enemies are more formidable, and more malicious, 
than the gentlemen that oppofe this biU haVe reprefenced them. 

This bill can oaly be oppoGal upon the fuppoliiion that it gives a 
CmAicn to fevcritiet more rigorow than our piefent circumftances re- 
quire i fat nothing can be nuve ftUacious or invidious than a compa- 
rifott of this law with the demand of Ibip-money, a demand contrary 
to all law, and enforced by tbemanifeft exertion of arbitrary power. 
How has the condud of his prefent majetty any reTeoiblance with 
tbatof Charles the Firft i Ii any money levied by order of the coun- 
cil f Are the determinations of the judges fet in oppofition to the 
decrees of the fenate i Is any man injured in his property by an un- 
limited extension of the prert^tive I or any tithunal eftablilhed fu> 
perior to the laws of the nation i 

To draw parallels, Sir, where there is no refemblance, and to ac- 
cnfe by inftnuatioBs where there is no fliadow of a crime, to raife 
outcries when no injury is attempted, and to deny a real occeflity be* 
caufe it was once pretended for a bad purpofc, is furcly not to advance 
the pnblick fervice, which can only be promoted by jult reafonings 
and calm reflexions, not by fophiltry and fatire, by infmuaiions with- 
out ground, and by inftanccsbefide the purpofe. 

Mr. LiTTiiToK anfwered ;— Sir, true zeal for the fervice of the 
publkk is never difcorered by colhilive fubterfugcs and malicious re- 
prefentationi : a mind attentive to the common good, would hardly on 
an occafion like tfais, have been at leifure to pervert an harmleTs iUuf- 
tratioi), lod extras difaSeAion from a cafual remark. 

It 
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It i>* indeed, not impoSUe, Sir, thn I atgkt exprefft tajetAftA- 
icureljr, tad it may be tkercibre neoettuj to dfclkre that I intended 
BO dtfrefpedfal rcdefiioo' on the cotidiiA of hii nufefiy, but muft «b- 
ferre at the lame time that obfeure or Jnucerate cXpreSons ott^e at* 
w^ to be iflteipreted ia the moft toofienfive meaning, and that t» be 
aoo £igacMMtt in di&overiog coaceiled iofinuaitons, is no gtcM proof 
mt raperiai tntegtitjr. 

WiOon, Sir, is (eldooi capcioM, end bonrfl^ fddoa fu^»aoi» % 
a siBD capaUe of comprehending the whole extent of a qncftionT dif- 
dains to divert his attcotioa b; trifling obfetvatiaos, and be ihac ii 
above tbc pnftice of little am, or tbe motions of petty mebce^daes 
not eaSiy imagine Ifaem incident toanotlKr. 

That iathequeftianof fkipHBwncynaceffity w*tpnteRded, cimec 
be dnied ; anddwcdbreall that laftited^wbicbwasMily chnt tkm 
BttioQ had been onw terrticd wttbeut fcaJixH fay the fdrKidahte 
found ot neceffity, is evidsnt and uncMitefledk 

When aftaud has once been ps^fiiled, it isefiifeKkreniembeT it, 
that we aoj not twice be deceitei-by the fame Kitifice, atti tiief»f 
fore I meottmod the pka of aeceSty, that it stay be enquiied «Ae-> 
, iher it is now more tnie than biifaeeJ . 

That the fenate. Sir, and not tkp judges, is now applied to, isno 
proof of the nlidi^ of the arguoients which have becb prtdp c tad ; 
for in tbe days of ihip-awncy, tbe conftnt of tbe (cnatc bad been 
aiked had chcre been any profpcia of obtaining it i but ibe ootrt had 
been convinced by freqiMnt axpetimenti, of the ioflothiiil? of tte 
fonate, and dcfpuied of iafliHUiqiag ^en by pco^>e£b of advantage, 
or intimidating them by frowns or mtnacea. 

May this and eve^ futiuc feam« imitate their condaAk and, Bfce 
them, difliogui& between real attd'prctendcd neccSty ; and kt Ml 
us be terrified by idle clamours into the eftabliboMPt'Of a law tt 
once urelcfs and opprefEve. ' ' 

Sir Wu. YoMOK replied :— Sfr, that I did not totend lo mifreprcfcnt 
tbe meaning of tbe honourable gentleman, 1 hope it is not ncceflary 
to declare ; and that I hM«e in rcaliqr been pnlty «f any mifrepre- 
icntatioo, I in not yet convinced. If he did not intend a parallel 
between fltip^moncy and the prefent bill, to what pnrpofe was hii 
obfeivation i And if be did intend it, was it not premier t» fiiew there 
was no rcremblance, and that all vrtiicb could be infened from it was 
therefore falUcjous and incondufive ? 
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Nor do I onlf H^Ty Sir, in opinion with the honourable gentle* 
man with relation to hii conDparifon of mearurea, which have nothing 
in common with each other ; but wilt venture to <laclare, that he i* 
not more accurate tn his citations from hidorj'. The king did not 
»pply to the judges, becaufe the fenitc would not have granted hia 
the money that he demanded, but becaufe hii chief Mnbitien was I* 
govern the nation by the prerogative alone, 4nd td free himrdf and 
bit dercciidanti from fenaiorial enquirlei, 

Thatthis account, Sir, ii juft, 1 am confident the hiS«riCB rf 
ibofe timet will difcov^ j and therefore any invidioua comparifbn be- 
tween (hat fenatc and any other, is without foundation in rcafon or 
in truth. 

Mr. Bathiiret fpoke as ibllows*. — Sir, that this law will e^ly 
admit, in the execution of it, fucb tbufet as will over>balance the 
bencRti, may readily be proved { and it will not be confiftent with 
that regard to the publicic expe^ed from us by thofe whom we repre- 
fent, tocna^ a law which may probably become an infiiumeotofop- 
preOion. 

The fervant by whom I am now attended, tnay be termed, accord- 
ing to the determination of- the vindicators of this bill, a feafaring 
man, having been once in the Wefl-lndies, and he may therefore be 
forced from my fervice and dragged into a (hip by the authority of a 
juftice of the peace, perhaps of fome abandoned profiicute, dif;nificd 
with a commifEon only to influence elections, and awe thofe whom 
excifes and riot a^s cannot fubdue. 

I thinic it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I would by force op- 
pofe the execution of a law like this ; that 1 would bar my doors and 
defend them ; that 1 would call my neighbours to try afBftance ;-and 
treat thofe who Oiould attempt to enter without my confent, as 
thieve'!, ruffians, and murderers. 

Lord Gage fpoke to this cfFcfl :— Sir, it is well known that by 
the laws of this nation poverty is in fomc degree confidered as a 
crime, and- that the debtor has only this advantage over ihe felon, that 
he cannot be purfued into his dwelling, nor be forced from the Ihcl- 
ter of his own houfc. 

I think it is univerlally agreed, that the condition of a man In debt ii 
. already fufficiently roiferable, and that it would be more worthy of the 
legislative power to contrive alleviations of his hardlhijis than additions 
^ ihcii\; ifii, it fcCQ^s thcrcfsic na incoufidcrabic objeilion to thia 
- ' ■ ■ ■ bilj. 
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[ bill, that hy conferring the power of entering houfes b)* force, it majr 
give the harpies of the lav zq opportunity of entering, in the tumult- 
of an imprefs, and of dragging a debtor to a noifeme priTon, under 
■ pretence qf forcing (ailors into the ferricc of the crown. 

Mr. Tracby then faid ;— Sir, that fonc law for the ends prepo- 
(ad b}r the hill before us is neceflary, I don't fee how we can doubly 
after the declarations of the admirals, iriio are fulljr acquainted with 
the lervicc for which provifioa is to be made, and of the miniftry, ' 
whofe knowledge of the prefent ftate of our own'ftrength, aitd the 
dcfigns of our enemies, isdoubtlefs more tx*£k than they can acquire 
who are iwt engaged in publick employments. 
' If therefore thcmcafures now propored are neceflaiy^ihough they mt; 
not be agreeable to the prefent difpoGtioni of the people, for wbofe 
prefervation they are intended, I (ball think it my duty to concur 
in jhem, that the publick fervice may not be retarded, nor the iafe> 
ly of a whole nation hazarded, by a Icrupulous attention to minute 
c^je^ons. 

Mr. Campbell fpoke as follows :—^ir, I have often amidft lof 
elogtes on BritlO) liberty, and my declarations of the excellence of 
our conftitution, the impartiality of our government, and the effi- 
cacy of our laws, been reproached by foreigners with the praQice 
of impreflcs, as an hardfhip which would raife a rebellion in abfo- 
lute monarchies, and kindle thofe nations into madncfs, that have for 
many ages known no other law than the will of their princes. A 
hard(hip which includes imprifonment and Uavcry^ and lo which 
therefore no aggravations ought to be added. 

But if jullice and rcafon, Sir, are to be overborne by neceffity ; if 
nccellicy is tp flop our cars againft the complaints of the opprelled, 
and harden our hearu at the Bght of their mifery, let it at Icaft not 
dellroy our memories, nor deprive us of the advantages of experience. 

Let us encjuire. Sir, what were the ei{ie£ls of this hateful authority 
when it was formerly configned to the magiftrates. Were 6ur.£ci(s 
mann'd in an infiant ? Were our harbours immediately cfouded with 
lailors^ Did we furprize our enemies by our expedition, and make 
conquefls before an invafion could be fufpei^ed .' 1 have heard. Sir, 
of no fuch confequences, nor of any adrantages which deferved to 
be purchafed by tyranny and opprclTion. We have found that very 
few were procured by the magillratcs, and the charge offeizing and 
fonvcyin* was very conUdcrable, anJ therefore caaoot but concludg 

L .. ,C.oo-(lc *« 
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tiiat ill^al meaTures ^ich have been once tried without fucce^ 
Ihould, for a double reafon, never be revived. 

Sir JoHK Barhard fpoi^e to this efied :— 'Sir, it is not wiibout' 
regret that I rile fo often on thii ottaGoo : for to difptite with thofe 
whofe determinationi are not inSiieoced by reafon, itaridiculoustalk^ 
a tirefome labouft without profped of reward. 

But as an honourable geatleman has lateljr remarked, Att by ie- 
Bjiog the neceffity of the bill, ixifiead of making obje^ons to par- 
ticular claufes, the whole defigo of finding expedients to fupply the 
fea Icmce is at once defieated ; I think it neceflary to remind him* 
that I have made many objeSions to this bill, and fupponed them by 
reafont which have not yet been anfwered. But I fliall now no lon- 
ger confine my remarks to Jingle errors, but obferve that there is one 
general defe^, by which the whole bill is made abfiird and ufelefs. 

For the foundation of a law like this. Sir, the defcription of a 
feaman ought to be accurately laid down, it ought to be declared 
what ads (hall fubjed him to that denomination, and by what racatii* 
^ter having once inlittcd himfelf in this unhappy claft of men, he 
may withdraw into a more fecure and happy Aatc of life. 

Is a man, who has once only loft fight of the Qiore, to be for ever 
hunted as a feaman ? Is a man, who by traffic has enriched a family, 
to be forced from his poDeflions by the auihority of an imprefs f Is a 
man, who has purchafcd an eflate, and built a feat, to folicit the 
^miralty for a proiefiion from the neighbouring conHable ? Such 
queQIons as tbefe. Sir, may be aOted, which the hill before us will 
enable no man to anfwer. 

If a bill for this purpole be truly necelTary, let it at leaft be freed 
from fuch ofienllve abfurdities, let it be drawn up ia a form as dif- 
ferent as ii poffible from that of the bill before us, and at laftl am 
far from imagining that a law will^ contr>ed not injurious to in- 
dividuals, nor detrimental to the publick ; not contrary to the lirft 
principles of our eftablilbment, and not loaded with folly and abfur- 
dities. 

Mr. Vynek then fpoke; — Sir, a definition of a feaman is fo nc- 
ceOary in a bill for this purpofc, that the omifGon of it will defeat all 
the methods that can be fuggened. How Ihall a law be executed, 
or a penalty infli£led, when the magiftrate has na certain marks 
vrhereby he may dillinguiOi a criminal? and when even the man 
^at is pruffcut^ may not be confcious of guilt, or know that 

the 
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(he law extended to him, which he is charged with h»ing of- 
fenifed. 

ir, in defining a reatilan' on the preTent occafion, it be thought pro- 
per to have any reganl tbthe example of our predcccfibrs, whoTewiC- 
dom has in this debate been fo much magnified ; it may be obferred 
that a Teaman has been formerly defined, d man who bannti tht Jta$^ 
« (tdinitiOQ which feems to imply habit, and continuance, and not 
to comprehend a man vho hak perhaps never gone more than a fingle 
voyage. 

But though this defihition. Sir, fliouM be added (o the amend- 
ments already propol^d, and the bill thereby be brought fomeiriiat 
nearer to the conftltutional principles of our government; I cannot 
yet think it fo much reflified, as that the hardlbips wilt not out* 
weigh the benefits, and therefore fliall continue to oppofe the bill^ 
though to fome particular claufes I have no objedlion. 

The term feafarlng ihan was left out, and the feveral amendments 
were admitted in the committee, but the claufes themfclvcs, ta 
the number of eleven, were given up od the report. 



HOUSE OF C.OMMONS. 

March 10, 1740-1. 

Tht cmmtns refihed their houfe intt a ummiltee, ta unjidtr theliUfir 
the ineBuragtmmt o/fiUort, whin admiral V/ Ada. a^ered a (laaji 
t] which it was /• bi tna£led, ;* That no merchants, or bodies cerpt- 
ratt or petitic, Jhaii bin faikrs at higher wages than thirty-frn 
Jhillings for the Month, on pain of forfeiting the trebU value tf the 
fumfo agreed for ; which law was to ttmmmce after ffttm dijs, and 
continue far a time to be agreed on bj the houfe :" and then fpiie it 
tbt following purpofi ;— 

Sir, theneceffity of this claufe mull be fo apparent to every gen- 
tleman acquainted with naval and commercial affairs, that as no op- 
pofuicn can be apprehended, verj few arguoKnts willbeiequifiie to 
introduce it, 
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How much the publick calamiiies of war are improved by the 
failon to their own privtte advantage^ how gemrally they ihun the 
publick fervtcc, in hopes of receiving exorbitant wages from ihe 
merchants, and how much ihey extort from ihe merchants, by 
tbreaicning to leave their fcrvice for that of the crown, is univeifally 
known 10 every officer of the navy, and every commaoder of s 
trading vefiel. 

- A law therefore. Sir, to reflrain them in time of war from fuch 
exorbitant demands, to deprive them of thofe profpefh which have , 
often no other efFed) than to lull ih'em in idlenefs, while they ikuib 
about in expeOation of higher wages, and to hinder them from de- 
ccivingthemrelves, cmbarraffing the merchants, and negtefiing the 
genera] intcreft of their country, is undoubtedly juft. It is juft, Sir, 
becaufe in regard to the publick it is necelTary to prevent the greaicft 
calamity that can fall upon a people, to preferve us from receiving 
laws from the moft implacable of our enemies ; and it is juft, becaufe 
widi refped to particular men it has no tendency but to fupprela 
idlenefs, fraud, and extortion. 

Mr. Henry Fox fpoke next :— Sir, 1 have no objefiion to any 
part of this claufe, except the day propofed for the commencement ( 
to make a law againA any pernicious prafHce, to which there are 
ftrong temptations, and to give rhofe whofe intercft may incite them 
to it, time to efiefi their fchemes, before the law (hall begin to ope- 
rate, feems not very confillent with wifdom or vigilance. 

It 13 not denied. Sir, that the merchants are betrayed by that re- 
gard to private intereft which prevails too frequently over nobler 
views, to bribe away from the fervicc of the crown, fay large rewards, 
thofe failort whofe alBftance is now Co neceflarj to -the publick, and 
therefore it is not to be imagined that they wilt not employ their ut- 
Biuft diligence to improve the interval which the bill allows in making 
ctmtrads for the enfuing year, and that the failors will not eagerly 
engage themfelves before this law fliaU preclude their profpeds of ad- 
vantage. 

As therefore to make no law, and to make a law that will not be 
obferved, is in conlequence the fame, and the time allowed by the 
claufe, at it now fiands, may make the whole provifion ineffedual, 
it is my opinion, that either it ought to begin to operate to-morrow, 
or that we ought to leave the whoU affair ia its prcfant liate. 

Vol. I. U TIWB 
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Then Sir Robert Walpolb fpoke as fblldws :-^ir, nothing 
has a gTcater appearance of injullice, than to punilh men'^j virtue 
oflawE with which they were not acquainted ; the law therefore is a|. 
Ways Aippofed to be known by thofe who have offended it, becaufe il 
h the duty of every man to know it ; and certainly it ought to be the 
care of the tegiflature, th.:! thofe whom a law will aSe&, may have 
a poffibility of knowing it, and that thofe may not be puoiflied for 
failing in thdrduty, whom nothing but inevitable ignorance has be- 
trayed into offence. 

But if the operation of this law fliould commence to-morrow, 
what numbers may break it^ and fuffer by the breach of it involunta- 
rily, and without defign ; and bow (hall we vindicate owfclves from 
having been acceflary to the crime which We cenfure and puniAi f 

Mr. Fox replied : — Sir, I Iball not urge in defence of my motion 
what it generally known and has been frequently^inculcaled in all de- 
bates upon this bill, that private confiderations ought always to give , 
way to the neceffitics of the publick ; for I think it fufficient to db- 
fcrve, that there is a dillinAion to be made between punilbments and 
reftraints, and that we never can be too early in the prevention of per- 
Bicious prt^ices, though we may fometimes delay to punifli them. 
_ The law will be known to-morrow to far the greatefl nuinber (^ 
ihofe who may be tempted to defeat, it, and if there be others that 
break it ignorantly, how will they iind themfelves injured by being 
only obliged to pay lefs than they promifed, which is all that I fhonld 
propofe without longer warning. The debate upon this particular 
will be at length reduced to a queftion, whether a law for this pur- 
pofc is juA and expedient Mf alawbe neceflary, it is necefliirylhM 
, it Ibould be executed, and it can be executed only by c(»nmeacii^ 
to-morrow. 

Lord Baltimore fpoke thus :— Sir, it appeara to me of tw great 
importance how foon the operation of the law commences, or tiow 
long it is delayed, becaufe I fee no reafon for im^lning that it will 
at any time produce the effe^s propofed by it. 

It has been the amufemcnt, Sir, of a great part of my life, to 
converfe with men whofe irclinations or employments have made 
them well acquainted v.r^h maritime affairs, and amidfi innumcfsUe 
other fcfaemes for the promotion of trade, have heard fomc for the 
regulation«f wages in trading fliips ; fcheme«, at the fiiA appearance 

pUulible 

U.m,l,i.:db,.G00gIe 



A. t7'^-l-] t t A It i Vt, fi^I 

plaufible and likely to Tucceed, buC upon a nearer enquiry evidently 
enungled with inrupcrable difficulties, and never to be cxccwed 
without danger of injuring the commerce of the nation. 

The claure, Sir, now before us contains, in my opinion, one of 
thofe vifionary provilions, which however infallible they may appear, 
«rfll be ealiiy defeated, and will have no other effe^ than to promot« 
cunning and fraud, and to teach men thofe a£la of collufion, witb 
which they would othertvlfe never have been acquainted. 

Mr. LoowiCK fpoke to this eSc£t :— Sir, I agree with the ho- 
Donrabte gentleman by whom this claufe has been offered, that the 
end for which it is propofed, is worthy of the clofeft attention of the 
legiflativc power, and that the evils, of which the prevention is no# 
endeavoured, may in fome meafure not onlyobltiuft our traffick, 
hot endanger our country j and (ball therefore very readily concur 
io any meafures for tbis purpofc, that flull not appear either unjuft 
.-•r ineffe£tual. 

Whether this claufe Will be fufficient to retrain all elu/ive con- 
tra^a, and whether all the little artifices of intereft are fufficiently 
obviated, I am yet unable to determine ; but by a reflexion upon 
the multiplicity of relations to be conlidered, and the variety of 
circumftances to be adjuded inaprovifton of this kind, lam inclined 
tothiok that it is not the bufinefs of a tranfient enquiry, or of a fin' 
gle claufe, but (hat it will demand a feparate law, and engage the 
deliberation and regard of this whole aflembly. 

Sir JoMK Barnard faid :-^Sir, notwithftanding the impatience 
tud refentment with which fgme men fee their miftakes and ignorance 
4etcded, notwithfUnding the reverence which negligence and hafte 
are faid to be intitled to from this alTembly, I Iball declare once more, 
without the apprehenfion of being confuted, that this bill was drawn 
up whhout confiderationijind is defended without being underflood i 
that after all the amendments which have been admitted, and all the 
sddtitong propofed, it will be oppreffive and ineSeSual, a chaos of 
Surdities, and a moounient of Ignorance. 

Sir ROERT Walpolh replied :— Sir, the prefent bufinefs of tbis 
al&ntbly is to examine the claufe before us ; butto deviate fiom/onc- 
ceflary an en<|uiry into loud exclamations agaioft the whole bill, is 
taohikiuA the couife of the debate, to perplex our attention, and 
interrupt the feaate in its deliberation upon queftions, in the dc- 
U i termiiutioa 
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teiminatioa of which the fecurity of the publi'ck is nearly con- 
cerned. 

The war, Sir, in which we are now engaged, and, I may add, 
engaged by the general requeft of the whole nation, can be pro- 
feculcd only by the alfiflanceof the feamen, from whom it is not to 
he expefted that they will facrifice their immediate advantage to the 
fecurity of their country. Publick fpirit, where it is to be found, is 
the refulc of reflei^ion, refined by fiudy and exalted by education, and 
is nut to be hoped fur among thofe whom low fortune has condemned 
to perpetual drudgery. It mull be therefore necelTary to fupply the 
defc£ts of education, and to produce by falutary coercions thofe efie3s 
which it is vain to expefl from other caufes. 

• That the fcrvice of the failors will be fet up to fale by audion, and 
that the merchants will bid againft the government, is incontelhible ; 
nor is there any doubt that they will be abtc to offer the bigbeft 
price, bccaufc they will take care to repay themfelvcs by raifingths 
va'iue of their goOda. Thus, without fome reRraint upon the mer- 
chants, our enemies, who are not debarred by their form of govern- 
ment from any method which policy can invent, or abfolute power 
put in execution, will preclude all our dcfignsj and fet at defiance a 
nation fupcrior to themfelves. 

Sir John Baknard then faid : — Sir, I think myfelf obliged by my 
duty to my country, and by my gratitude tothofcby whofe indufiry 
we are enriched, and by whofe courage we are defended, to make 
once more a declaration, not againft particular daufes, not againft 
fingle circumllances, but againll the whole bill; a bill unjult and 
opprcHive, abfurd and ridiculous ; a bill to barrafi the induftrious and 
diflrefs the honej), to puzzle the wife and add power to the cruel ; a 
bill which cannot be read without adonifliment, nor palTed witbont 
the violation of our conftiCution, and an equal difregard of policy and 
humanity. 

All there atTertions will need to be proved only by a bare perufal of 
this hateful bill, by which the meanefV, the moft worthlefs reptile, 
exalted to a petty ofEce bj* ferving a wretch only fupenor to him in 
fortune, U enabled to fliifh his authority by tyrannizing over thofe 
who every hour deftrvc the public acknowledgements of the commu- 
nity; to intrude upon the retreats of brave men, fatigued and cx- 
haullcd by honefl indullry, to drag them out with all the wantonne(« 

of 
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of groveling authority, and chain them to the oar without a momem's 
refpite, or perhaps oblige them to purchafe, with the gains of a dan- 
gerous voyage, or the plunder of ao enemy, lately conquered, 2 
ihort interval to fettle their affairs, or bid. their children farewel. 

Letanygentlentin inthishoufe, letthofe, Sir, who now lit at cafe, 
preceding lawsof opprcffioO) and conferring upon theirown Haves fuch 
licentious authority, paufe a few momenta, and imagine themfelvcs 
expofcd to the fame hardfliips by a power fuperior to their own ; let 
th«n conceive themfelves torn from the lendernefs and carefTes of their 
families by midnight irruptions, dragged in triumph through the 
fireeta hyii defpicable officer, and placed under the command of thofe 
by whom they have perhaps been already opprefle.! and infulted. 
Why ihouid we imagine that the race of men for whom thefe 
cruelties are preparing, have lefs fenfibility than ourfelves f Why 
(bould we believe that they will fufFcr without complaint, and be in- 
jured without refentment? Why Ihould we conceive that they will 
not at once ddiver themfelves, and punilh their oppreflbrs, by dcfert- 
ing that country where they are cooTidered as felons, and laying hold 
on thofe rewards and privileges which no other government will deny 
them ? 

This is indeed the only tendency, whatever may have been the in- 
tention of the bill before us } for 1 know not whether the moft re- 
fined fagacity can difcover any other method of difcouraging navi- 
gation than thofe which are drawn together in the bill before us. 
We iiift give our conftablei an authoii[y to hunt the failors liliie 
thieves, and drive ibem by inceflant purfuit out of the nation; but 
left any man Qiould by fricndlbip, good fortune, or the power of 
money, find means of flaying behind, we have with equal wifdom 
. condemned him to poverty and miferyj and left the natural coui age 
of his profelHon fliould incite him to aflill his country in the war, 
have contrived a method of precluding him from any advantage 
that he might have i;he wealtnefs to hope from his fortitude and 
diligence. What more can be done, unlefs we at once prohibit 
to feamen the ufe of the common elements, or doom them to a ge- 
neral profcription. 

It is juft that advantage, Sir, fliould be proportioned to the hazard 

by which it is to be obtained, and therefore a failor has an honeft 

claim to an advance of wages in time of war j it is aeccllkry to ex- 
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cite expe£tationi and to fire ambition bf tht profptA of great scqui- 
Ctions^ and by this profpe^ it is that fuch numbers tre daily alWcd 
to naval bufinefs, and that our privateers are filled vtih advemufen. 
The large wages which war makes nccclTary, are more powerful in- 
centives to thofewhom impatience of poverty determines to change 
their ftate of life, than the fecure gains of peaceful commerce, Soi 
the dangeris overlooked by a mind intent upon the profit. 

War is the harveft of a fatlor, in which he ia to ftore provifions foe 
the winter of old age, and if we blaft (hia hope, be will umitaUf 
fink into indolence and cowardice. 

Many of the failors are bred up to trades, or capable of any labo- 
rious employment upon land ; nor is there any reafon for which they 
expofc thecnfe!ve$ to the dangers of a feafaring life, but the hope of 
fudden wealth, and fome lucky feafbn in which tbey may improve 
their fortunes by a fingle effort. Is it re^fonable to believe that all 
thefe will not rather h^ve recourfe to their former callings, and live 
in fecurity, though not in plenty, than encounter danger aai 
poverty at oncei and face an enemy without any profped of recoi»> 
pence? 

Let any man recoiled the i<leas that arofe in his mind upon heut 
Ing of a bill for encouraging and incrcafmg Tailors, and cxamins 
whether he had any expe£)ati<m of expedients like Ihefe. I fuppofe 
it was never known before ^at men were to be encouraged by fnb- 
l*£ling them to peculiar penalties, or that to take away the gains oF 
i prdfefTion, was 9 method of recOmmendii^ it more gcnetally to 
the people. 

But it is not of very great importance to dwell longer upon the tm* 
propriety of this ctaufe, which there is no poffibility of putting i* 
execution. That the merchants will try every method of eluding 
a law fo prejudicial to their intereQ, may be eafily imagined, and a 
mind not very fruitful of evafions, will difcover that this law m^y be 
eluded by a thouf^nd arti&cea. If the merchants are retrained from 
allowing men (heir wages beyond a certain fum, tbey will make con- 
trafls for the voyage, of which the tim= may very eaf;Iy be computed, 
they may offer a reward for expeJi(ton and fidelity, they may pay* 
large fum by way of advance, they may aHqw (he faiktri part of the 
profits, or may offer mo^ey by a third hand. To fix the price a£ 
iny (ommodityf of whifb the quafitity and the ufe may ytfj thMf 
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proportions, is tbe nufi exccffiv^.degtcc of ignar^nce. No ^an ca^ 
dearmine tbc price of corn, unlefs be can regulate theharvcll, and 
Ifcep tbe number of the people forever at a ftand. 

But let us fuppofe tbcfe methods as efficacious as tbrir tnoft faa- 
guine vindicators are deCrous of reprefenting them, it does not yet 
appear that they are nect|flary, and to infill hardOiips without ne- 
ceflity, is by no means the pra^icc of either wifdooi or benevolence. 
"Fo tyrannize and compel is the low pleafure of petty capacities, of 
narrow minds, fwetled with the pride of uncontrolable authority, tbe 
wantonnefs of wretches who arc infenfible of the confeqiicnces of 
their own a£lions, and of whom candour may perhaps determine, 
that they are only cruel becaufe they are Aupid. Let us not exalC 
into a precedent the moft unjult and rigorous law of our pred^ceflors, 
of which they themfelves declared their repentance, or confcQed the 
inefficacy, by never reviving it ; Jet us rather endeavour to gain the 
bailors by lenity and moderation, and reconcile them to the fervice of 
the crown by real encouragements [ for it is rational to imagine, that 
in proportion as men are difguAed by injuries, they will be won by 
kindnefs. 

There is one expedient, Sir, which defbrves to be tried, and from 
which at leaA more fuccefs ii)Ay be hoped than from cruelty, hunger, and 
perfecutlon. The Oiips that arc now to be fitted out for fervice, are 
tbofe of the fitft magnitude, which it is ufual to bring back into tbe 
ports in winter. Let us therefore promife to all Teamen ihat fliall 
voluntarily engage in them, befides the reward already propofed, a 
difcharge from the fervice at the end of fix or fevcn months. By 
this they will be releafed from their prefent dread of perpetual llavery, 
and be certain, as they are when In the fervice of tbe merchants, .of 
a refpiie from their fatigues. The trade of the nation will be only 
intcrrup-.ed for a time, and may be carried on in the winter months, 
and tkrge fums will be faved by difmifling the feamea when they cap-' 
not bu employed. 

By adding this to the other m^hods of encouragenfent,and ihrov- 
jng afide all rigorous and oppreffive fchemes, the navy may eafily be 
manned, our country proteSed, our commerce re-eftablilhed, and 
our enemies fubdued ; but to pafi> the bill as it now ftands, is to de- 
termine that trade fliftli ceafc, and tbat no Ibip {hall fail out of the 
liver. 

Mr. Pitt fpoke to the foUowiqg purpoit :— Sir, it is common for 
U 4 ihbfc 
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thole to hxve the greateft regifd to tbeir own inierefl who dtTcover 
the leaft for thtt of others. I do not, therefore, defpair of recalling 
the advocstn of this bill from the profecutioii of their favourite mea- 
sures, by arguments of greater efficacy thin thofe which are founded 
on reafon and jullice. 

Nothing, Sir, is more evident, than that fome degree of reputa- 
tion is abfolutely necelEiry to men who have any concern in the ad- 
- ininiftration of a government like ours ; thfy mull eithbr fecure 
the fidelity of their adherents by the affillance of wifdom, or of vir- 
tue ; tbeir enemies mu(( either be awed by their honefty, or terrified 
by their cunning. Mere arilefs bribery will never gain a fufficienc 
majority to fet them entirely free from apprehenfions of cenfure. To 
differenctempers dlfierent motives mull be applied : fome, who place 
their felicity in being accounied wife, are in very little care to pre- 
ferve the chancer of honefly j others may be perfuaded to join in 
meafures which they eafily difcover to be weak and ilUconcened, be- 
caiile they are convinced that (he authors of them are not corrupt 
but miflakcn, and are unwilling that any man (bould bepuniflied 
lor niitural defers or cafual ignorance. 

I cannot by. Sir, which of thefe motives influence the advocates 
for the bill before us ; a bill in which fucb crusltiet are propofcd at 
Ire yet unknown among the moll favage nations, fuch at flavery hat 
not yet borne, or tyranny invented, fuch as cannot be heard wlth- 
(lut refenttnent, nonhought of without horror. 

It is. Sir, perhaps, not unfortunate, that one more expedient baa 
been added rather ridiculous than fhoclcing, and that tbcfe tyrants of 
the admin itlratjon, who amufe tbemfelves with opprcffing their fcl- 
iow fubjcAi, who «dd without relu3ance one hardlbip to anothtr, 
invade the liberty of thofe whom they have already overborne with 
taxes, firft plunder and then imprifon, who take all opportunities of 
heightening the publick djdfeQes, and make the tniferies of war ihe 
inlVruments of new oppreiTions, are too ignorant to be formidabh, 
and owe their power not to tteir abilities, but to cafual prolpeiiiy, or 
to the influence of money. 

The other chtufei of this bil!, compliuted at once with cruelly 
and folly, have been treated v^ith becoming indignation ; but this 
nay be confidered «vitb lefs ardour of Kfeniment, and fewer emotions 
of zeal, b^caufe, though perhaps c<^ually iniquitous, it will d? no 
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That it will conrume the manufadure of paper, and fwcll the 
booka of Aatnies, u all the good or hurt that can be hoped or feared 
from a law like this ; a law which fixes what is in i» own nature 
mutable, which prcfcribes, rules to the fealbns and limits to the win<l. 
I am too well acquainted. Sir, with the dirpofiiion of its two chief 
fupporters, to mention the contempt with which this law will be 
treated by pofterity, for they have already (hewn abundantly their 
difregard of fuccceding generatioiu j but 1 will remind them, thtt 
cbey o^ tiow venturing their whole intereft at once, and hope tUtey 
mill recoiled, before it i* too late, that thofe who bclicre them to in- 
tend the happinefs of (heir country, will never be confirmed in their 
opinion by'<^n cruelty and notorious oppreJIuin ;and that thofe who 
have only their own intereft in view, will be afraid of adhering t* 
tbofe leaders, however old and pra£l:fed in expedioits, however 
Arengt bene J by corruption, or elated with power, whohaveootcafiMi 
to hope for fuccefs from either their virtue or abilities. ■ 

Mr. Bathurst next fpdce to this eile^:— Sir, the claufe noar 
uttder our confideration i« fo inconliderately drawn up, that it n im- 
poffible to read it jn the mod curfory manner, without difcoverins 
the neceffity of numerotii amendments : no malicious fubtiltiei or 
artful dcduSioni are re<}uired in raifing objections to this part of the 
bill, they croud upon us without being fought, and, inftcad of cxer- 
cifing our fagacity, weary our attention. 

The firft error, or rather one part of a general and complicated 
error, it the computation of time not by days but by kalendar monthi, 
which, at they are not equal one to another, may embarrafs the ac- 
count between the Tailors and thofe [hat employ them. In all coii> 
tra& of a Ihort duration, the time is to be reckoned by weeks >nd 
days, by certain and regular periods, which has been fo conftantif 
the praAice of the Yeafaring men, that perhaps many of them do not 
know the meaning of a kalendar monih : this indeed is a negled of 
no great importance, becaufe no man can be deprived by it of more 
than the wages due for the labour of a few days ; but the other part 
of this claufe is more feriouHy to be confidered, as it threatens the 
Tailors with greater injuries : for it is to be enaiQed, that all con- 
trafls made for more wages than aie here allowed fliall be lotalljr 
void. 

It cannot be denied to be pofTible, and in my opinion it is very 
likely, that many coatrads will he made without the knowledge of 
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Ai« lav, aai confcquentl^ wubout any defign of violating iti but 
i^enncx, incritable igowance, though it ii a valid excufe for cfcrr 
9tb« nun, it no plea for the unhappy Jailor ; he muH fuffisr, though 
innoccfit, the penalty of a crime ; mufi undergo danger, faardOiips, 
asd labour, without a recompenfe, and at the end of a ruccefaful 
voyage, after having enriched bii country hy fait indufiry, retam 
kene to a ncceffitous family without b«ng able to relieve thecB. 

]t isfcarcely neceffiiry. Sir, to raife any more objeAions to a cl»iie 
in which nothing is right ; bat, to fhew how its impcrfe^cMii mDl* 
tiplf upon the £ighteft conGderation, I take the opportunity to ob- 
fcrve riiat there is no provifion made for regulating the voyages per- 
formed in lels time than a oionih, fo that the greatcft part of the 
aku&s, which have been reprclentcd as the occaJion of this claufe, 
•re fct without remedy, and only thole failors who venture far, and 
•re cxpqled to the greateft dangers, are reftraincd irom rcceiviog an 
adequate reward. 

Thus much. Sir, I have laid upon the fuppoTition that a regnl»* 
Hon «f the 'Tailors wages is either accefTary or jufl, a fuppofiiioa of 
which I am very far from difcovering the truth. That it is jufi to 
opprefs the moft ufeful of our fellow fubje^s, to load thole meo wiA 
|wculiar hardfiiips to whom we owe the plenty that we enjoy, the 
power that yet remains in the nation, and which neither the folly nor 
the cowardice of miniflers have yet been able to deflroy, and the 
fecufity in which we now fit and hold our confultatians ; that it ii 
juft to lefien our payments at a time when we increafe the labour 
of thole who are hired, and to expofe men to danger without recom- 
penfe, will not esfily be proved even by thofe who are mod accuf^ 
tomed to papadoxes, and are ready to underuke the proof of »nj 
polition which it is their intereft to find true. 

Nor is it much more eafy to (hew the neccffity of this expedi«it 
in our prcfent Hate, in which it appears from the title of the bill, that 
our chief endeavour {hould be the increafe and encouragement of 
failors, and, I fuppofe, it has not often been difcovered, that by 
talcing away the profits of a profcJHon greater numbers bavt bees 
allured to it. 

The high wages. Sir, paid by merchants are the chief inciteraents 
that prevail upon the ambitious, the neceffitous, or the avaricious, 
to Forfalte the eafe and fecurity of the land, to leave eafy trades, and 
healthful cmploymeDts, and expofe tfaemfclvea ta ait element where 



A. 1740-1.] S .B A U E. N. a.39 

they arc ivot certain of an hour's fafety. The Tcrvice of Ac raer- 
cfaints is the nurfery in which Teamen are trained up for his majcQj's 
niries, and from (hence we muft, in tiaie of danger, exptd ibcrfb 
forces by which aloM we can be protected. 

If, therefore, it is necellary to encourage lajlors, it is neceOaCf 
to rcje^ all meafures that may terrify or difguft them ; and 3fi their 
numbers mull depend upon our trade, let us not embarjrafs the mcr^ 
chanu with any other difficulties than tbofe which au infcparable 
frcNtn war, and which very iiule care ha» boen hitherto taken to al- 
leviate, 

Mr. Hay replied :— Sir, the obje£lions which have been argedt 
with fa much ardour, and difplayed with fuch power of eloquence, 
arc not, in my opinion, formidable enough to difcourage us Uoa 
piofecuting our meafures ; fome^f them may be perhaps readily aa- 
iwered, and the refteafily removed. 

The computation of time, as it now ftands, is allowed not to pro- 
duce any formidable evil, and theieforc did not require To rhetorical 
a cenfute; the incoaveniency of kalcndar months may eafily be re- 
moved by a little candour in the contra^ing parties, or that the 
ol^eAian may not be repeated to the interruption of the debatCtwedti 
or days may be fubduuted, and the ufuaJ reckoning of the failors be 
Hill continued. 

That lame contrail may be annulled, and inconveniencies or d&> 
Uy* of payment arife, is too evident to be qu^fiioncd ; but in that 
*C4fe the (ailor ma/ have his remedy provided, and be enabled to ob- 
tain, by ai eafy procefs, what be fhall be judged to have deftrvidi 
for it mud be allowed tcafbnable, that every man who labours in 
honeft and ufcful employments, ihould receive the reward of his dili- 
gence and fidelity. 

Thus, Sir, may the claufe, however loudly cenfured and vio^ 
lently oppofed, be made ufeful and equitable, and the publick fer- 
«icc advanced without injury to individuals. 

Sir Robert Wai.pols next rofe and fpoke as follows:— Sir, 
every law which extends its influence to great numbers in varlbui re- 
lations and ctrcumAances, muA produce fom: confequznces ihal were 
never forefcen or intended, and is to be cenfured or applauded as the 
general advantages or ;inconveniencies are found to preponderate. 
Of this kind is the law before us, a laW enforced by the neceiGty of 
4V fffaira, ifiA ilntwq up witl* 99 Qther iiuc9tioQ than to fecure the 
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publick happinefs, and produce that rucccls which every man't in- 
tueft mufl prompt him todclire, 

]f in the execution ot this lair. Sir, fooie mconvenienciei fliould 
aiife, (hey are to be remedied as fuft as they are difcovered, or if not 
capable of a remedy, to be patiently borne in conGderatioo of the ge- 
neral advantage. 

That Ibme temporary difturbances may be produced is not tmpro- 
^ bable ; the difcontent of the failors may for a fliort time rife high, 
and our trade be fufpended by their obflinacyi but obftinacy bow- 
ercr determined mull yield to hunger, and when no higher wages can 
be obtained they will cheerfully accept of (hofe which are here al- 
lowed them. Short voyages ihdeed are not comprehended in the 
claufe, and therefore the failors wilt engage in them upon thetr own 
terms, but this objeflion can be of no weight with thofe that oppofe 
the claufe, becaufe, if it is unjuft to limit the wages of the failors, 
it isjufl to leave thofe voyages without reRridion ; and thofe that 
thiolc the expedient here propoled equitable and rational, may per* 
haps be willing to make fome conceffions to thofe who are of a dif- 
ferent opinion. 

That the bill will not remove every obilacle tofuccefs, nor add 
weight to one part of the balance without making the other lighter j 
that it will not fupplytbe navy without incommoding the merchants in 
fome degree; that it may be fometimetevadedby cunning, and fome- 
timcs abufcd by malice J and that at laft it willbe lefs efficacious than 
is defired, may perhaps be proved ; but it has not yet been proved that 
any other meafures are more eligible, or that we are not to promote 
the publick fcrvicc as far as we are able, though our endeavoun may 
not produce effects equal to out wilhes. 

Sir John Barnard then fpoke to this effefl :— Sir, I know not 
by what fatality it is that nothing can be urged in defence of the 
claufe before u^ which docs nottend todifcover its weaknefs and in- 
cfficacy. The warmeft patrons of this expedient are impelled by th« 
niBte f<}rce of conviflion to fuch conceffions as invalidate all their ar- 
gument), and leave their opponents no neceffity of replying. 

If fliort voyages are not comprehended in this provilton, what arc 
we now controverting ? What but the expedience of a law that will 
never be executed ? The failors, however they are contemned by 
thofe who think them only worthy to be treated like beafts of bur- 
then, arc not yet fo flupid but that they can eafily find out, that 
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to fcrve a fortnight for greater wages 19 more eligible than to toil a 
month for lefs ; and as the numerous equipments that have beea 
lately ma<le have not left many more Tailors in the fervice of the mer- 
chants than may be employed in the coalling trade, thofc who traffic 
to remoter parts, mud {hut up their books and wait till the expiratlod 
oCthis »&, for an opportunity of renewing their commerce- 
To regulate the wages for one voyage^ and to leave another with- 
out limitation in time of fcarctty of Teamen, is abfolutcly to prohibit 
that trade which is Co reltrained, and is doubtleli a more efiedua) ' 
embargo than has been yet invented. 

Let any man but fuppofe that the Eaft India company were obliged 
to give only half the wages that other' traders allow, and con- 
Cder how that part of our commerce could be carried on ; would not 
their goods rot in their warehoufes, and their Hiips lie for ever in 
tbeharbour? Would not the failorsrefufe tocontra^ with them? Or 
defert them after a conlrad, upon the firft profpeA of more advan- 
tageous employment? 

But it is not requifite to multiply arguments in a queflion which 
may not only be decided without long examination, but in which 
we may determine our conclultons by the experience of our anceflort. 
Scarcely any right or wrong meafures are without a precedent, and 
amongft others this expedient has been tried by the wifdom of former 
times ; a law was once made for limiting the wages of taylors, and 
that it is totally inelfe£lual we are all convinced. Experience is a 
very fafe guide in political enquiries, and often difcovers what the 
moft enlightened rcafon failed to forefee. 

Let us therefore improve the errors of our anceftors to our own 
advantage, and whilft we ncglcA to imiutc ihcir virtues, let us 
at leaft forbear to repeat their follies, 

Mr. Pelt ft r fpoke to thispurpofe: — Sir, there is one obje^ion 
more which my acquaintance with foreign trade imprefles too ftiongly 
upon my mind to fufPer me to conceal it. 

It is well known that the condition of a Teaman fubje^ him to 
the neccffity of fpending a great part of his life at a diftance from 
bis native country, in places where he can neither hear of our deCgns 
nor be infiruSed in our laws, and therefore it is evident that no law 
ought to sffeSt him before a certain period of time in which he may 
> reafonably be fuppofed to have been informed of it. For every man 

ought 
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ettglit to liave it in his pover to avoid punifliment, and' to fuffit orilr 
for negligence or obfliftacy. 

It isquiwunnccetTary, Sir, to oblerve to this aflembty, that there 
are now, as at all times, great numbers of Tailors in ererjr pattofthe 
irotld, and that they at lead equally deferve our regard with thole 
whoare under the more immediate influence of the government. 

Tliele feamen have already contra£lcd for the price of their labour, 
ud ibe recompenfe of their hazards, nor can we, m my opinion, 
wiiAoiit m'anlfeft ihjuftice, dilToIve a contrail founded upon equity, 
•nd conlirmed by lav. 

It is, Sir, ah undifputed principle of government, that no per- 
fen Cioiild be punilbed without a crime ; but js it no punilbmem'to 
deprive a man of what is due to him by a legal ftipulation, the con- 
dition of which is on his part honellly fulfilled f 

Nothing, Sir, can be imagined more calamitous than the disap- 
pointment to which this law fubjeda the unhappy men who are noir 
promoting the intcrefl of their country in diftant places amidft dan- 
gers and hardfliips, tn unhealthy climates and barbarous nations, 
where they tomfort themfelves under the fatigues of labour and the 
niferics of ficlcncfs, with the profpcd of the fum whi>:h they Oiatl 
gain for the relief of their families, and the refpiie which their wages 
wilL enable them to enjoy j but upon their return they find their 
liopes blafted, and their contra&s difiblved by a law made in their ab- 
Icnce. 

No human being, I think, can coolly and deliberately infliA a 
hardfhjp like this, and therefore I doubt not but thofe who have bj 
inadvertency given room for this objeition will either remove it by »a 
amendment, or what is, in my opinion, more eligible, rcjed the 
dauleas inexpedient, ufelefs, and unjuft. 

Sir WILLIAM YoNGB fpolce next to this effe£t : — Str, this debate 
ha^ been protra^ed, not by any difficulties ariUng from the nature of 
the que{lioDs which have been the TubjeA of it, but by a negleiQ with 
which almoft all the opponents of the bill may be juftly charged^ 
ttie n^Ied of dillinguilbing between meafurcs eligible in themfclves, 
and meafures preferable to confequences which arc apprehended from 
particular conjunctures ; between laws made only to advance the pab- 
lick happinera, and expedients of which the benefit is merely occa- 
£onaI, and of which the fole intention is to avert fome national 

ckUnity* 
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calamtt]f, and which sre to ceafe with the ntceffitjr that prodoced 
ibem. 

Such trt ihc meafurc*. Sir, which are now intended'; mcafures, 
which in days of eafe, Tccurity, and proTperily, it would be the 
higheft degree of weaknefs to propofe, but of which I cannot fee 
the abfurdity in times of danger and diflrds. S\ich laws are the mck 
dicine* of a ftate, ufelefs and naufeous in health, but preferaibFe to 
» lingering difeafe, or to a miferable death. 

Even thofc meafures, Sir, which hare been rrtetitioned as moft 
grofsly abfurd, and reprefcntcd as parallel to the provilbn made in fhia 
daufe only to expofe it to contempt and rtdicute, may in particular 
circumftances be rational and -juft. To fettle the price of corn ifl 
the time <^ a hmiat, may become the wifeft ftate, and multitudes 
might in time of publtck mifery, by the benefit of temporary faws^ 
he preferved from deflrudion. Even tht^e tnafts, to which, with « 
prorperous gale, the Ibip owes its ufefulneft and its fpecd, are oTten 
curdowo by the Tailors in the fury of a Itoria. 

With regard to the fliips which are now in diftant places, whither 
no knowledge of this law can poffiblybe conveyed, it cannot be de^ 
Bted that their crews ought to be fecured from injury by fomeparti* 
cular exception ; for though it is evident in competitions betweeti 
publtck and private interell, which ought to be preferrsdt yet we 
ought to remember that no unneceflary injury is to be done to indivi- 
duals, even while we are providing for the fafety of the nation. 

Mr. Fasakisly fpoke to thisefieft:: — Sir, though I cannot be 
fuppofed to have much acquaintance with naval s&irs, and there*- 
fore may not perhaps difcover the full force of the arguments diat 
have been urged in favour of the claufe now under confideratton, 
yet I cannot but think myfelf under an Thdifpenfable obligation to ex- 
atnioe it as far as I son able, and to make ufe of the knowledge which 
I have acquired, however imhrior to that of othen. 

The argument, Sir, the only real argument, which has been pro> 
duced in favour of the reftraint of wages now propofcd, appears to me 
by QO meatus condulivej nor can I believe that the meanefl and moft 
ignorant Teaman would, if it were propofed to him, heiltate a mo* 
ment for an anfwer to it. Let me fuppofe, Sir, a merchant urging it 
as a charge againft a feaman, that he raifes bts demand of wages ia 
time of war, would not the failor readily, reply, that harder labour 
required larger pay i Would he not alk, why the general praftice of 

mankiod 
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mankipdis chargedas acrim« uponhim only? Enquire, fitysbcfof 
the workmen la the docks, have they not double wages for dobUe 
laboBT I and ii not their lot fafe and eafy in coropatifon with tntnc, 
who at once encounter danger and fuppott fatigue, carry on war and 
coninierce at the fame timet conduA the (hip and oppofe the coc- 
mjt and am equally expo(ed to captivity and Ibipwreclc ? 

That this ii in reality the ftatc of a failor in time of war, I think, 
Str, too evident to require proof i nor do i fee what reply can be made 
to the {ailor's artlefi expoflulation, 

1 know not why the failors atone iboold ferve their ooantry to their 
dHadvantage, and be expeded to enconnter danger withtrnt the in- 
citement of a reward. 

Nor will any part of the bardlliips of thi* claufe be alleviated by 
dte expedient fuggefled by an honourable member, who fpokc (boe 
time ago, of granting, or allowing, to a failor, whofe coalraA flalJ 
be void, what our court* of law fliould adjudge him to dcfcrve, a 
fmamtum mtmit : for, according to the general interpreiatioa of out 
Aatntci, it will be determined that he baa forfeited his whole claim 
.by illegal contra^. Toioflance, Sir, thcftaiuccornfury. Hcdut 
Bipulates for higher intcrell than ii allowed, is not able to recover 
bu l^al demand, but irrecoverably forfeits the whole. 

Thus, Sir, an unhappy failoTr who Ihall innocently ttaD%re& ths 
law, muft lofe all the profit of his voyage, and have notbii^ to re- 
lieve him after his fatiguc» ; but when he has by his courage repelled 
tbc enemy, and by bis fliiU efcapcd fiorms and rocks, muft fufier yet 
fevercr bardlbips, in being fubjed to a foriciturc where be aipc£led 
afq^laufe, comfort, and recompenfe. 

The Attorney Gekbral fptJce next to this purport : — Sir, ih« 
claufe before u* caniiot, in my opinion, produce any fuch dreadful 
confequencea as the learned gentleman appears to imagine : however, 
to remove all difficulties, I have drawn up aa amendment, which I 
Iball beg leave to propofe, that the contrads which may be afiedcd 
as the claufe now Hand:, JbeU it veid onij at It fa mtcb §f the uugn 
m Jball excttd tbt fum te wh'ub tbt bfa/e Jball egret U rettuee tbt/tamim't 
faji and as to the forfeitures, they are not to be levied uptm die 
failors, but upon the merchants , or trading companies, who employ 
ibcm, and who are able to pay grrater fums without being involved 
in povetty ami difirefs. 

With rc^^rd, ^ir, ts Che ttiinai for introducing Uiii daufej ihty 
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sre> in my judgment, valid and equitable. We have fouhd it ne- 
cdTary to fix the rate of money at intetefl, and the rate of hbour in 
icvcral cafes, and if we do not in this cafe, what will be the confe- 
quence i A fecond embargt) on commerce, and perhaps a total ftop to 
all military preparations. Is if reafbnable that any man fhould rate 
his labour accotding to tbe immediate neceflities or thofe that employ 
him f Or that hie fboutd raife his own fortune by the publick. ca- 
lamities i If this has hitherto been a pradice> it is a pratEl ice contrary 
to the general happinefs of fociety, and ought to prevail no longer. 

Ifthcfailor, Sir, is expofed to greater dangers in timeofwar> is 
not the merchant's trade carried on likewife at greater hazard? Is not 
the freight equally with tbe failors threatened at once by the ocean and 
the enemy ? And is not the owner's fortune equally impaired, whether 
tbe Otip is dalhed upon a rocic, or feized by a privateer f 

Themercbant> therefore, has as much reafon for payinglefi wages 
in time of war, as the failor for demanding more; and nothing re- 
mains but that the I^iflative power determine a medium between 
their difFcrcnt inlerefls, with juftice^ ifpolBble, at leaft with im- 
partiality. 

Mr. Horace Walpolb, who had ftood up IWeral times, but 
uras prevented by other members, fpoke next, to this purport :— Sir, 
I was unwilling to interrupt the courfe of this debate while it was 
carried on with calmnefs and decency, by men who do not fufFer 
the ardour ofoppofition to cloud their reafon, OT tranfport them to 
fuch expreflions as the dignity of this aflembly does not admit. I 
have hitherto deferred to anfwer the gentleman who declaimed againft 
the bill with fuch fluency of rhetoric, and fuch vehemence of gefture, 
who charged the advocates for the expedients now propolbd, with 
having no regard to any interefi but their own^ and with making 
laws only to confume paper, and threatened them with the defefiion 
of their adherence, and the lofs of their influence, upon this new 
difcovery of their folly and their ignorance. 

Nor, Sit} do I now anfwer him for any other purpofe than to re- 
mind him bow little the clamours of rage and petulancy of invei£iives 
contribute to the purpofes for which this aSembly is called to- 
gether; how little the difcovery of truth is promoted, and the h- 
curity of the nation eftablifhed by pompous di£lion and theatrical 
- emotions. 

VuL. t X ForfflidabU 
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Formidable founds, and Turioiis declamationi, confident aflertioiu, 
and lofty periods, mty aiTeS the young and unexperienced, and per- 
haps the gendcman may have contraScd bis habits of oratory by coo- 
Krling more with thofe of his own age, than with ftich as have had 
more opportunities of acquiring knowledge, and moie fuccelsful me- 
thodiof communicating their fenttmentB. 

}f the beat of his temper. Sir, would fulFer him to attend to thofe 
whofe-age and long acquaintance with bufineft give them an indif- 
putable right to deference and fuperiority, he would learn, in time, 
to reafon raiher than declaim, and to prefer juftaefs of argument, and 
an accurate knowledge of fafts, to founding epithets and fplendid fu- 
perhtives, which may di&urb the imagination for a moment, but 
leave no lafting imprei&on on the mind. 

He wilt learn, Sir, that to accufe and prove are very different, and 
that reproaches unfupported by evidence, affeQ only the charaSer of 
him that utters iheni, Eacurlions of fancy, and flights of oratory, are 
indeed pardonable in young men, but in no other ; and it would 
furely contribute moie, even to the purpofc for which Tome gentle- 
men appear to fpeak, that of depreciating the condu<5t of the admini- 
ftration, to prove the inconvenienciesand injuAiceof this bill, than 
barely to adlert them, with whatever magnificence of language, or 
appearance of zeal, honelly, or compailion, 

Mr. Pitt replied; — Sir, the atrocious crime of being a young - 
man, which the honourable gentleman has with fucb fpirit and de- 
cency charged upon me, I fliall neither attempt to palliate nor deny, 
but content myfelf with wifbing that I may be one of thofe whofe 
follies may ceafe with their youth, and not of that number, wboafc 
ignorant infpite of experience. 

Whether youth can be .imputed to any man as a reproach, I will 
not. Sir, aHume the province of determining ; but furely age may 
become juftly contemptible, if the opportunities which it brings have 
pa&edaway without improvement, and vice appears to prevail when 
the pafHons have fitbfided. The wretch that, after having fccn the 
confequences of a tboufand errors, continues flill to blunder, aitd 
whofe age has only added obilitiacy to flupidity, is furely the ol^ed of 
either abhorrence or contempt, ^nd dcfcrves not that his grey bead 
Ibould fecure him from infults. 

Much more, Sir» is he to be abhorred, who, as he has advyoced in 

U.,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIe 
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■ge, has receded From virtue, and becomes more wicked with lefs 
temptation i who proftiiutes himfclf for money which he cannot. 
CDJo^, and fpcnds the lemains of his life in the ruin of his country. 
But you lb t Sir> is not my only crime t I have been acctifed of 
a£ling » theatrical part— A theatrical part may either imply fome 
peculiarities of ge{lure, or a dilGmulation uf my real rendmentE, 
aad an adoption of the opinions and language of another man. 

In the iirft fenfe, Sir, the charge is too trifling to be confuted, and 
deferves only (o be niemioned, that it may be defpifed. I am at 
liberty) liice every other man, toufemy own language; and though. 
I may perhaps have fome ambition to pleafc this gentleman, I fhal) 
not lay myfelf under any reHiaint, nor very foilicltoufly copy hii 
di&ion, or his mien, however matured by age, or modelled by ex- 
perience. 

If any man fiiall, by charging me with theatrical behaviour, imply 
that i utter any fentimcnts but my own, I OuOl treat him as a ca- 
lumniator and a villain; nor Ihall any prote^ion Oielterhim from. 
the treatment which he deferyes. 1 {ball, on Aich an occafion, 
without fcruple, trample upon all thofc forms, with which wealth and 
'dignity iotrcnci) themfelvcs, nor fhall any thing but age reftraio my 
rcfentment ; age, which always brings one privilege, that of being 
inrolem and fupercilious without punilhmeni. 

But, with regard, Sir, to thole whom I have offended, I am of opi- 
nion, that if I bad a^ed a borrowed part, I fitould have avoided their 
cenftire ; the heat that offended them it the ardour of convitSion, and 
that zeal for the fervice of my country, which neither hope nor fear 
Aiall influence me to fupprels. I will not fit unconcerned while my 
liberty is invaded, nor li>ok in Glence upon publick robbery.— I will 
exert my endearours at whatever hazard, to repel the aggrel}br, and 
drag the thief to judice, whoever may prcteAihem in their villainy^ 
and vhoerer may partake of their plunder.— And if the honourable 

gcntlwjan 

Here Mr. Wiknihoton called to order, and Mr. Pitt fitting 
down'} he fpoke thus :— It is neceflary. Sir, that the order <)f this 
ajQembly be obferved, and the debate refurhed without perfonal altera 
cstiont. Such expreffions as have been vented on this occafion b:- 
cooie not an aflembly entrulled with the liberty and welfare of tbei/ 
country. To interrupt the debate on afubje^fo imponant as that be^ 
foti ut, is, in foioc Daeafure, to obAru£t the publick bappinefs, and 
X 2 violate 
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violate our trull : but much more heinous ii the crime of expofing 
our determinations to contempt, and inciting the people to furpicioa 
or mutiny! by indecent reflections, orunjuftinflnuattons. 

1 do not. Sir, undertalcc to decide the controvcrfy between the two 
gentlcmetit but muft be allowed to obferve, that no djveriity of opi- 
nion can juftify the violation of decency, and the ufe of rude and 
virulent exprellions ; cxpreffions dilated only by refentment, and 
uttered without regard to 

Mr. Pitt called to order, and faid: — Sir, if this betoprefcrre 
order, there is no danger of indecency from the moff licentious 
tongue ; for what calumny can be more atrocious, or what reproadi 
more fcvere, than that of fpeaking with regard to any thing but truth. 
Order may fomctimcs be broken by paflion, or inadvertency, but 
will hardly be re-eftablifhed by monitors like this, who cannot gover^ 
his own pailton, whilft he is rcllraJning the ImpetuoHty of others. 

Happy, Sir, would it be for mankind, if every one knew his owa 
province ; we Ihould not then fee the fame man at once a criminal and 
a judge. Nor would this gentleman alTumc the right of diflating to 
others what he has not learned himfelf. ' 

That I may retilrn in fome degree the favour which he intends 
the, I will advife him never hereafter to exert himfelf on the fubjed 
of order j but,' whenever he finds himfelf inclined to fpeak on fuch 
occafions, to remember bow he has now fucceedcd, and condemn in 
filcnce what his cenfures will never reform. 

Mr. WiSNiNCTOH replied :— Sir, as I was hindered by the gen- 
tleman's ardour and impetuofity from concluding my fentence, none 
but myfelf can know the equity or partiality of my intendona, and 
therefore as Icannotjudly becondemned, I ought to be fuppofed in> 
nocent ; nor ought he to ccnfure a fault of which hft cannot be cer- 
tain that it would ever have been committed. 

He has indeed exalted himfelf to a degree of authority never yet 
aOumed by any member of this houfe, that of condemning others to 
ftlence. 1 am henceforward, by his inviolable decree, to fit and 
hear bis harangues without daring to oppofe him. How wide he 
may extend his authority, or whom he will proceed to include in the 
fame fcntencc, I ftull not determine; having not yet arrived at the 
fame degree of fagacity with himfelf, nor being able to foreknow 
what another a going to pronounce. 

If I had given oficace by any improper failles of piffiOD, I ought 
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to have been (xnrured by the concurrent voice of the afiembly, or 
lure Fccnved a feprimand, Sir^ from you, to which I fliould have 
fubmitted without oppofition ; but I will not be doomed to filence by 
one who has no pretenfions to authority, and whofe arbitrary deci- 
sions can only tend to introduce uproar, dilcord, and confullon. 

Mr. Henry Pelham next rofeupand fpoketo this effed:-~Sir, 
when, in the ardour of controverfy upon interefting queftions, the 
xeal of the difputants hinders them from a nice obfervation of de- 
cency and regularity, there is fome indulgence due to the common 
weaknels of our nature ; nor ought any gentleman to affix to a negli- 
gent e^qireffion a more oSenfive fenfe than is ncceflarily implied 
by it. 
To fearch deep. Sir, for calumnies and reproaches is no laudable 
^or beneficial curiolity ; it muft always be troublefome to ourfclvea 
by alarming us with imaginary injuries, and may often be unjuft to 
others by charging them with inveSivea which they never intended. 
General candour and mutual tendernefs will bell preferve our owe 
quiet, and fupport that dignity which has always been accounted 
clleniia] 10 national debates, and fcldom infringed without dangeroui 
coofequeoces. 

Mr. Lyttleton fpoke ai follows : — Sir, no man can be more 
zealous for decency than myfelf, or more convinced of the neceSity 
of a methodical profecution of the queflion before us. i am well con- 
vinced how near indecent^ and fa<5lion are to one another, and how 
inevitably confufion produces obfcurity ; but I hope it will always be 
remembered, that he who lirft infringes decency, or deviates froia 
method, is to anfwer for all the confequcnccs that may arife from the 
neglect of fenatorial cuftoms : for it is not to be expected that any 
man will bear reproaches without reply, or that he who wanders fKint 
the queflion will not be followed in hisdigreffionsand hunted througb 
bis labyrinths. 

It cannot. Sir, be deniedi that fome infinuations were uttered in- 
jurious to thofe whofe zeal may fometimes happen to prompt them to 
warm declaration!, or incite them to paffionate emotions. Whether 
I am of importance enough to be included in the cenfure, I defpifc 
it too much to enquire or confider, but cannot forbear to obferve. 
tbit zeal for the right can never become reproachful, and that no 
man can fall Into contempt but thofe who deferve it* 
The cUufe was amended, and agreed to. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mareb 13, 1740-I. 

Tbt jotb day rf tht ftffian^ biing appttiitid fvr thi rtfert from tht 
ctmmiU* en tb* biU for lb* iinreaft and taauragrment af/ailim. 
Sir John Barnaid frtftnttd a paitun from tht mtnboBti tf 
London, mdfpoh aifaltntit >^ 

SiK, this petition I am djre^ed to lay before this houfe by nunyof 
the principal merchants of that great city which I have the honour t« 
reprcfent ; men' too wife to be terrified wiih imsgiriary danger's^ ind 
too honeft to endeavour the obllru^ion of any meafurc* that Tatty 
f>robably advance thepubltck good, merely becaufe they do not con* 
eur with their private interefl ; men, whoft knowledge and capacitjF 
enable them to judge Hghcly, and whofc acknowledged ini^ity aad 
fpirit fet them above the fufpicion of concealing their feniimtnti, 

I therefore prefeni this petition in the name of the merchant of 
London, in full confidence that it will be found to dderv«thc re^ 
gard of this aflemWy, though I am equally with Ae other tnentberj 
a flranger to what it contains ; for it is thy opinion that a reprefen. 
tative is to lay before the haufe the feiltimenta of his conftituents. 
whether they agree with his own or not^ and that therefore k wouM 
have been fuperfluous to examine the petition, which, thOBgh I might 
not «*olIy have approved it, I had no right to alter. 
The petition was .read, and ii as follows j 
" The humble petition of the merchants and traders of ihe city 
«)f London— ftieweih, thai your petitioners arc informed a 
bill is depending in this honourable houfe, for the encourage- 
ment and incre»fe of feamen, and for the better and fpccdier 
manning bis majefly's fleet, in which are claufcs, that, Oiould 
the bill pafs into a law, your petitioners apprehend wili be 
highly detrimental to ibo trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
by difcouraging perfons from entering into or being bred 10 the 
lea fcrvice, and entirely prevent the better and Jpeedier manning 
hiamajcfty's fleet, by giving the fcamcn of Great Britain, and 
of all other his majcfty's dominions^ a diflaAc of fcrvtng on 
board the" royal narv?, 1 
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*' That year pctitionera conceive nothing can bp' of (a bad 
confcquence to the welfare and defcDce of this nation, as the 
tceaiing fo ufeful and valuable a body of men, who are its. na- 
tural ftrength and fecurity, lilce criminals of the higheft nature^ 
and fo diSerentty from all other his majefty's fubjeds j and at the 
fame time are perfuaded, that the only cffcfiual and fpeedy me- 
thod of procuring, fat the fcrvice of his majcfly's fieet, a pro- 
portionablenumber of the failors in this kingdom, is to diftin- 
guilh that body of men by bounties and encouragements, both 
prefent and future, and by aboli(hing all methods of feverity 
and ill ufage, particularly that pra^ice whereby they are de- 
prived, after long and hazardous voyages, of enjoying for a '^ 
ihort fpace of time the comforts of their ^milles, and equal 
liberty with other their fellow fubjeds in their native country, 

** That your petitioncri believe it will not be difficult to have 
fuch methods pointed out as will tend to fupply the prefent 
necclEties, and at the fame time e£Fe£lually promote the increafe 
of feamen, when this honourable houfe Oiall think (icto enquire 
into a matter of fuch high importance to the naval power, trade, 
and riches of this kingdom. 

** That your petitioners are convinced this bill will not only 
be incffe^ual to anfwer (he ends prbpofed by it, but will be de- 
Urudiveof the liberties of all his majcfly's fubjei^s, as it cm- 
powers any pariOi officer, accompanied with an unlimited num- 
ber of perfonst at any hour, by day or by night, to force open the 
dwelling houfes, warehoufes, or other places, provided for the 
fecuriiy and defence of their lives and fortunes, contrary to the 
undoubted liberties of the people of Great Bfitaio, atid the 
laws of this land. 

** In confideration .therefore of the prcmifes, and of ihe par- 
ticular prejudices, hardlhips, and dangers, which muft inevi- 
tably attend your petitioners, and all oiben the merchants and 
traders of this kingdom, fhould this bill pafs into a law, your 
petitioners- mofi humbly pray this honourable houfe, thai ihey 
may be heard by their council againft the faid claufes in the faid 
bill." 

Mr. Bathurst then prefented a petition, and fpokc as follows : — 

Sir, the alarm which the bit! now depending has [jfifed, is not con< 

X 4 . fined 
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fintd to the city of London, or to any particular province of the 
king'-s dominions ; the whole nation is thrown into commotions* 
and the effeSkM of the law now propofed are dreaded fiir and wide as 
ti geqerai calamity. Every town which owes its trade and its- provi- 
fions to navigation, apprehends the approach of poverty and (carcity, 
and tbofe which are lefs immediately aSeded, confider the infrac- 
tion of our liberties as a prelude to their deftru^ion. Happy would 
it be, if we who are eniruDed with their intereft, could find any 
argutnenis to' convince them that their terror was merely panic 

That thefe fe^rs have already extended ihcir influence to the county 
which I reprefent, the petition which I now beg leave to lay before 
the houfe, will fufEciently evince, and I hope their remonltrarKc; 
fvill prevail with this afTcmbly to remove the caufe of their difquiet, 
by rejeSing the bill. 

This was entitled << a petition of fcvcral gentlemen^ freeholders, 
and other inhabitants of the county of Gloucefter, in behalf of 
themfelves and all other the freeholders of the faid county," 
Siting forth in fubRance, 

** That the petitioneri being informed that a bill was depending 
in this houfe, for the encouragement and incieafe of fcamcn^ 
and for the better and fpeedier manning bis majeRy's fleet, con- 
taining fevera] claufes, which, (hould the bill pafs into a law, 
would, as the petitioners apprehend, impofe hardOiips upon th? 
people too heavy to be borne, an^ create difcontents in the 
piinds of his majefty'^s fubjefls ; would fubvcrt all the rights 
and privileges of a Briton, and overturn Magna Charta iifelf, 
the bafis oh which they are built ; and by thefe means deftroy 
that very liberty, for the prcfervation of which the prefent royal 
family was eDabltflied upon the throne of Britain ; for which 
reafons fuch a law could never be obeyed, or muck blood would 
be fhcd in confequcnce of it.'' 

Mr. HeNRV Pelham thenfpolte to this purport:— Sir, I havcat- 
fefided to thjs pciiticin w'cb (tit, utiqolt imp^tialtty, and have endea- 
voured to affix to every period the moft innocent ienfe, hut cannot 
forbear ^o declare iuas my opinion, that it is far diflantfrqm the flile, 
f)^ Tu^'i^i^if!!! and (eguefl: i^ifiead of peiQiadiqg, they attempt to 
iil'f™'^,"? ^^» *?^ P?".^ H' ^■^^. ^P ^'^ '^'^ Uoodibed »nd ur. 

facUion. 
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bellion. They make ttiemfclves the judges of our proceedings, and 
appeal from our determinations to their own opinion, and dedare 
that they will obey no longer than they approve. 

iriuch petitions as thefe. Sir, are admitted, if the legillaturs Ihall 
fiibmit to receive laws, and fubjefts refunie at pleafure the power with 
which the government is veiled, what is this alTemblv but a conven- 
tion of empty phantoms, wbofe detoinunations are nothing more than 
a mockery of ftatc ? 

Every infult upon this boufe ii a violation of our conftitutlon, and 
the conftitution, like every other fabrick, by being often battered, 
muft fall at laft, it ia indeed already deftroyed, if there be in the 
nation any body of men who {hall with impunity refufe to comply 
with the laws, plead the great charter of liberty againil thofe powers 
that made it, and iix the limits of their own obedience. 

I cannot, Sir, pafs over in filence the mention of the king, whoie 
title to the throne, and the reafons for which he was exalted to it, 
are let forth with uncommon art and fpirit of diif^ion, but fptrit; 
which, in my opinion, appears not raifed by zeal, but by fedition* 
and which therefore it is 0141 province to reprcfs. 

Thathis majefly reigns for the pre'ervation of liberty, will be rea- 
dily cpnfefied ; but bow fliall we be able to preferve it, if bis laws 
arc pot obeyed ? 

Let us therefore in regard to the dignity of the aflembly, to the 
efficacy of our determinations, and the fecutity of our confiitution, 
difcourage all Uiofe who (hall addrefs ua for the future, on this or any 
ether occafiqn, from fpeaking in the ftile of governors and dilators, 
by rcfufmg that this petition fhould be laid on the table. 

The queftion was put, and it was agreed by the whole houfe that 
itfliould not lie on the table. 

Mr. Henry Pzlham rofe up again, and fpoke thus :~-Sir, I can- 
not but congratulate the houfe upon the unanimity with which this 
petition, a petition of which I fpeak in the foftell language when I call 
it irruerent and difrerpe^tfut, has been refufcd the regard commonly 
paid to the remonftrances of our conftituents, whofe rights 1 am fv 
from defiring'to infringe, when I endeavour to regulate their con* 
^u^, ajai ^ecal theca to their di^ty. 

This is an occaGon, on which it is in my opinion necelTary to exert 
^ur authority \^ith conBdeiice and vigour, as the fpirit of oppofition 
ipuft aliyays. bq proporiioped to that of the attack. Let us thetcfoje - 
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not only refitCe to this petition the ufual place on our uble, bot re- 
jtA it u un#orth]r of tfai* houre. 

Thequeftion wupat, and the petition rejected, with (e»Tct}yaBf 

ttppotnion. 
The houre then entered ufton the confideration of the bill, utd 
when the report waa made from the committee, and the Uanks 
filkd up. Sir William Yonob {poke io the following mui- 
aer: — 
Sir, The bill has been brought bjr fteady perfeverancc and diligent 
Mtention to facb perfefiion, that much more important eSe^ majr 
be expeded from it than fiom any former law for the famepurpofe, 
if it be executed with the fame calmn'efs and refolution, the Imk 
contempt of popular damour, and the fame invariaUe and intrepid - 
adherence to the puklick good, that has been Ihewn in forming and ^ 
dtfending it. 

But what can we hope from this or any' other law, if particular 
men, who cannot be convinced of Iti expedience, fliiU not only refufe 
to «hey it, but declare their defign of obftruSing the execution of it ? 
Jhall determine [Q retire from chc fphere of their authority, rather than 
cxercife it in compliance with the decree of the fcnate, and threaten 
in plain terms to c^ the country into their aSftancc, and to pour 
the rabble by thoufands upon thofe who Qiall dare to do their duty, 
and obey their governors i 

Such declarations as thele, Sir, are little lefs than falties of rebel, 
lion, and, if they pafs without cenfure, will perhaps produce Aidi 
commotions as may require to be fupprcl&d by other means than 
forms of law and fenatorial cenAires. 

Nor do I thinlc, that, hy rejcAing the petition, we have fufficiemly 

ellablifhed our authority ; for in my opinion wc yielded too much in 

receiving it. The bill before us, whatever may be its title, is in 

reality a money-bill, a bill by which aids are granted to the crown, 

and wc have therefore no neceiEty of reje^rng petitions on this oc- 

calian, becaufc the (landing orders of the houfc forbid ua to admit 

them. 

They then proceeded to the amendments, and when the claufe fat 

limiting the wages of Teamen was read. Sir John Barnakd 

tofe up, and fpoke to this efkSk ;— 

Sir, we are now to conlider the claufc to which the petition relates 

which I have now prelitnted, a petition on a fubjed of fo general im- 

ponance* 
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portance, and offered hj men fo ffell acqutintod with enrj argamenc 
^ihatcan be offered, and everjr obje^ion wfaicb can be railed, tbat 
their rcqueft of being heard by their c«iincil cannot be ^lenied, 
without cKpofing; ub to the cenfuie of adhering obAinatcly to ouro«w 
•pinions, of fliutting our cArsagainft information, of pfcferriogez> 
pedition to fecurity, and difregarding the welbreof our co u niry. 

It will not be neceflary to defer our determination! on thia daufe 
for more than three days; though we fliould gratify this juQ and coa- 
mon requcQ. And will not thia lofs be amply compenfated by the 
fatitfafiion of the peoj^, for whofe fafeiy we arc debatiug, and bf 
the confcioufnefs th^t we have negleAcd nothing which might cott* 
tribute to the efficacy of our meafures 1 

The mcichantE, Sir, do not come before ua with loud remosOfaa- 
^ CCS and harraffing complaints, they do not apply to our paffions buC 
our undcrOandingG, and offer fuch informations at will very mndi 
CbciliraK the publJck letvicc. It has been frequent in the coutfe of 
t^ia debate to hear loud demands for better expedients and more «£• 
cacious than thofe which have been prc^fed ; and is it to be coo- 
ceived that thofe who called thw ea^rly for new propofalg intended 
sot to inform themfelves but to filence their opponents I 

From whom, Sir, aie the belt methods for the profecution of na- 
val affain to be cxpeQed but from ihofe whofe lives arc fpent in the 
ftudy of commerce, whole fortunes depend upon the knowledge 
of the ba, and who will moft probably exert their abilities in con- 
triving expedients to promowthe fuccefs of the war, than they wboia 
the mifearriagc of our fleets muft irreparably ruin ! 

The merchants, Sir, are enabled by their profedion to inform us^ 
are deterred by their intereft from deceiving us ; they have, like all 
other fut^fls, a right to be heard on any qucAion, and a better right 
than any other when their intereft is more immeJiately aSeded j aod 
therefore to refufe to hear them will be at once impoliticlc and cruclj 
it wiH difcover at the fame time a coniempt bf themofi valunhlcparc 
«f our fellow fiibje£ls, and an inflexible adherence to our own opi- 
nions. 

The expedient of a0crtiflg (hit to be a money- bill, by which the 
juftremonftrances of the, merchants are intended to be eluded, is too 
trivial and grofa to be adopted by this aflcmbly : if this bill can be 
termed a money-bill, and no petitions arc therefore to be admitted 
sgainli Ui X Ihow not any till relating to the geoetal aSairs of the 

oacioa 
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nation whldi niaj not plead the fame title to an exemptioo from 
petitiona. 

I therefore defire that the fonfideration of this claufe may be de- 
ferred for two days, that the arguments of the nerchants may be 
examined, and that this afiair may not be determined without thfl 
cleareft knowledge and exaSeft information. * 

Sir Robert Walpolb fpake next to this tffeEt : — Sir, .thcpeti< 
tion, whether juHifiablcor noti with rcgardto the occalion on which 
it is prefented, or the language in which it is cxpreflcd, ts certainly 
offered at an improper time, and therefore can lay oo claim to there* 
gard of this aiTembty. 

The time prefcribcd by the rules of this houfe for the reception of 
petitions is that at which the bill is firft iDtroduccd, not at which iC 
. is to be finally determined. 

The petition before us is faid not to regard the bill in genera], but 
a particular claufe ; and it is therefore aflerted, that it may now 
properly be heard : but this pica will immediately vanifb, when it 
fliall be made appear that the claufe is not mentioned in it, and that 
there is no particular relation between that and the petition^ which I 
fiiall atcempt^^ 

- Here Sir John BAaNARo, remarking that Sir Robert Walpole 
bad the petition in his hand, rofc, and faid : — Sir, I rife thus abruptly 
to preferve the order of this aflembly, and to prevent any gentlcmaai 
from having in this debate any other advantage above the reft, thaa 
that of fuperior abilities, or mmv cxtenfive knowledge. 

The petition was not ordered by the houfc to be placed in the right 
honourable gentleman's hand, but on the table ; nor has he a right 
to make ufe of any other means for his information, than are in the 
power of any other member : if he is in doubt upon any particulars 
contained in it, be may move that the clerk ihould read it to the 
houfe. 

Sir Robert Walpble laid down the paper; Mr. Pelham rofe, and 
bid : — Sir, I am fo far from thinking the rules of the houfe aQcrtod, 
that, in my opinion, the right of the members is infringed by tbic 
peremptory demand. Is it not in the higbcft degree requifite, that 
he who is about to reafon upon the petition, Ihould Bcquajiit himfctf 
with the fubjed on whi^ he is to fpeak. 

What inconveniencies can enfue from fuch liberties as this, I am 
Qpt^ablc to difcoverj ao^asajl the ord^rt of tbcbouft aredoubtlcls 
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JItade formore cafy and expeditious difpatch, if an order be contrarjr 
to this end, it ought to be abrogated for the rcafons for which others 
are obfcrvcd. 

The confidence with which this petition was prefented, wilt not 
fafFcr us to imagine that the perfon who offered ,it fears that it can 
fuSer by a clofc examination, and> I fuppofe, though he has fpoken 
fo warmly in favour of it without perufing, be does not expeSt that 
others fiiould with equal confidence admit-- — 

Str John Barhard obferving that Sir Robsrt Walpole leaned for- 
ward towards the table, to read the petition as it lay, role, and faJd : 
— Sir, I rife once more to demand the obfervation of the orders of 
the houfe, and to hinder the right honourable gentleman from doing 
by flratagem what he did more openly and honefily before. 

It was to little purpoTe that he laid down the petition, if he placed it 
within reach of his infpedion ? For I was only defirous. Sir, to hin- 
der him from reading, and was far from furpefting that he would take 
it away. I infift, that henceforward, he obey the rules of this 
afltnnbly, with bis eyes as well as with his hands, and take no ad- 
vantage of his feat, which may enable him to perplex the queftion in 
debate. 

Then the Presidknt fpoke thus : — Sir, it is undoubtedly re- 
quired by the orders of the houfe, that the petitions fbould lie upon 
the table, and that any member, who is dellrous of any farther fatif- 
fa^on, Ihould move, that they be read by the clerk, that every 
member may have the fame opportunity of underftanding and con- 
fidering them, and that no one may be excluded from information by 
the curiofity or delays of another. But the importance of this affair 
feems not to be fo very great as to require a rigorous obfeivance of 
the rules ; and it were to be wilhed, for the cafe and expedition of 
our deliberations, that gentlemen would rather yield points of in- 
difference to one another, than infift fo warmly on circumftances of 
a trivial nature. 

Sir Robert WalpoH then defired that the clerk might read the 

petition, which being immediately done, he proceeded in the 

following manner : — 

Sir, having fat above forty years in this aflembly, and never been 

called to Older before, I was fomewhat difconcerted by a cenfure fo 

new and unexpe3ed,.and, in my opinion, undeferved. So that I am 

fomewhat at a lofs, with regard to the train of arguments which I 

bad 
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kad Jbrmeif, and which I will now endesvoiir to recovu. Yet X 
cvinot but Temaifc, that thofc gentlemen who are to follieitoiu for 
•idcr in other*, ought themfetves invariably to obfervci it ; and 
tint if I have once given an uoTiappy precedent of violating the ra)cs 
of this houfc, I have, in Tome mcafure, atoned for my ina dvcttencc^ 
by a patient attention to reprpof, and a leady fubmiffion to au- 
Oority. 

I hope. Sir, I may claim fomc indulgonce from the metivo of my 
offence, which wat only a dcfire of accuracy, and an apprehcoGon 
(hat I might, by miOaking or forgetting fome paflages in tbc petf- 
sion, lofe my own time, and int£irupt th( proceedings of the bout to 
Boporpofe. 

But having now, according to order, heard the petition, ini 
feond no mfon to alter my opinion, I Oiall cndcavonr to convince 
■he boitfe, that it ought not to be granted. 

The petition. Sir, iafo far frmn bearing any particnlar rdatioM to 
4ie claafc now before us, that it doc* not in any part mention the 
Cvpedient propofcd in it, but conuina a general declaration of di£- 
content, fiirpicioa, apf^cheniions of daogprou proceeding!, and dtf- 
likeofour proceedings; infinuations. Sir, by no means confifteot 
with the reverence due to this aflembly, and which the nature of 
civil government requires always to be paid to ibe IcgiSative power. 

To fufpefl any man. Sir, in common life, is in fome degree to do* 
tra£t from his reputation, which muft fuScr io proportion to the f|ip< 
pofed wifdom and integrity of him who declares bis fufpicion. To 
fufpe£)thecotiduftofthisfenace, is to invalidate their deciCoiu, and 
fitbjeft them to contempt and oppofition. 

Such and fuch onlyappears to be the tendency of the pctitim wbid 
has now been read } a petition. Sir, very unfktlfuily drawn, if it wtf 
intended againft the claufe under our confideration, for it hat not a 
fingle period or exprcSoo that does not equally regard all the other 
daufes. 

.If any particuhr objedioo is made, or .any linglc grievance nore 
dill[,ni91y painted a.(, it is the pia^ice of ioiprefla, a hardlbip I own 
peculiar to the failors ; but it muft be obfervcd that it is a praflice 
efl;d>lilhed by immemorial cuflom, and a train of precedctus oot to 
be numbered ; and it is well known that the whole common law of 
this nation, is nothing more than cuftom, of which the beginning 
cannot be traced. 
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IjnprelTesa Sir, have in all ig«a bten i0ued out 'oy virtue of the 

imperial prerogative, and have in all aget been obeyed, and iftbu. 
excrtioD of ific authority had been confidereii u a method of leverity 
not conipenfated by the beoclitt which it prodpcet, we cannot ima- 
g^ne but former fenates, amidft all their ardour for liberty, alltheir 
teodernefi for the people, and all their abhottence of the power of dtc 
crown, would have obviated it by fome law, at thole timet whetf no- 
thing could have been refufed them. 

The proper time for new fchemei and long deliberationtf Sat 
amending our confiitution, and removing inveterate grievances, ara 
the dayi of ptofperity and fafcty, when no immediate danger preflci 
upon us, nor any publick calamity appears to threaten ui ; but when 
war is declared, when we are engaged in open hoflilities agunft ooA 
nation, and cxpcA to be fpeedily attacked by another, we are not to 
try experiments, but apply to dangerous evils tbofe remedies, which, 
Aough difagreeable, we know to be efficacious. 

And chough, Sir, the petitioners havebeeo more particular, I can- 
not difcovcr the reafonableners of hearing them by their council ; for 
' to what purpofc are the lawyers lobe introduced? Not toinftrud ue 
by their learning, for their eoiptoyment is to underlland the laws that 
have been already made, and fupport the pradlces whieh they fiad 
cflabliflied. But the quedlon before us relates not to the paft but the 
future, nor are we now to examine what has been done in former 
ages, but what It will become us to eftablifli on the prefent occafion ; 
a fubje£l of enijuiry on which this faoufe can expeA very little infor- 
mation from the pfofeflbri of the law t 

Perhaps the petitioners expcGt from their council, that they fhoold 
difpUy the fecundity of their imagination, and the elegance of their 
language i that they Ibould amufe us with the illufions of oratory, 
daazle us with bright ideas, affed us with ftrong reprefentations, 
and lull us with harmonious periods ; bat if it be only intended that 
juft fails and valid arguments fliould be laid before us, they will be 
received without the decorations of the bar. For this end, Sir, it 
would hawc been fuflicienc had the merchants informed their repre- 
fcntatives of the methods which they have to propofe; fortheabllitiea 
of the gentlemen whom the city has deputed to this aflembly, are well 
know^ to be fuch as Hand in need of no aflUtance ftx)m occafional 
orators. Noi can it be expe^ed that any men will be found more 

capable 
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apabteoflinderfiandingthcargumeota of the merchants, or better 
qualified to lay them before the fenate. 

Iliat every petitioner has (except on money bills) aright to be 
beard, is undoubtedly true ; but it is no lefs evident that this right is 
limited to a certain time, and that on this occafion the proper ttme 
B elapfed. Juftice is due both to individuals and to the nation; if 
petitions may at any time be ofiercd, and are whenever ofiered to be 
beard, a rmall body of men might, by unfcafonable and impor- 
tunate petitions, retard any occaiional ,law, till it fhould become 
naoecefliiry. 

Fetitioni, Sir, are to be ctfered when a new bill is brought into 
the boufe, that all ufcful isfonnation may be obtained ; but when it 
bas paflcd through the examination of the committees, has been ap- 
proved by the collective wifdom of the fenate, and requires only a 
formal ratification to give it the force of a law, it is neither ufual nor 
decent to oficr petitions, or declare any diflilce of what the fenate has 
admitted. 

We are not, when we have proceeded thus lar, to fulTer pleaders 
to examine our conduct, or vary oui determinations, according to 
the opinions of thofe whom we ought to believe lefs acquainud with 
the quefiion than ourfelves. Should we once be reduced to alk advice, 
and fubmit to dilators, what would be the reputation of this-alTembly 
in foreign courts, or in our own country? What could be expc3ed 
but that OUI enemies of every kind would endeavour to regulate our 
■determinations by bribing our inflru^ors. 

Nor can I think it oeceHary that lawyers fitould be employed in by- 
ing before us any fchemt which the merchants may propofe, for fup- 
plying the it&Ets and redrelEng the inconveniencies of the laws, by 
which failors are at prefent levied for the royal navy; for how 
fhould lawyers be more qualified than other men, to explain the par- 
ticular advantages of fuch expedients, or toanfwerany objetSiont 
which may happen to rife I 

It is well known that it is not eafy for the moft happy fpeakcr to 
imprefs his notions with the ftrength with which he conceives ibem, 
' and yet harder is the talk of tranfmittlng imparted knowledge, of con- 
veying to others thofe fentiments which we have not ftruck out by out 
own rcScdion, nor coUeSed from our own experience, but received 
■Dcrely from the dilates of another. 

Yet 
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Yet filch muft be the inrormatlon that lawyers can gtv-e us, who 
can only idate what they have implicitly received, and weaken the at- 
guntents which they have heard, by an imperFect recital. 

Nor do I only oppofe the admiflion of lawyers to our bar, but 
tbink the right of the merchants themfelves in [he prefent cafe very 
qudlionable; for though in general it mult be allowed, that every 
petitioner has a claim to our attention, yet it is to be enquired whe- 
ther it is likely that the publick happlnefs is his chief concern, and 
whether his private imereft is not too much affeflod to fuffcr him to 
give impartial evidence, or honeft information. Scarcely any law 
cain be made by which fome man is not either impoverillied, or hin-- 
dered from growing rich j and we are not Co lillen to complaints, of' 
which the foundation is (6 eafily difcovcred, or imagine a law left 
ufeful, hecaufe thofe who fuSer fome immediate inconvenience from 
it, do not approve it. 

The queflion before us is required by the prefent exigence of out 
affairs to be fpeedily decided, and though the merchants have with 
great teodernefs, companion, and modefly, condefcended to offer us 
their advice, I think expedition preferable, to any information that 
can reafonably be expeiied from them, and that as they will fuiFer in 
the firft place by any mifconduS of our naval affairs, we Oiall Qievf 
more regard 10 their intereft by manning our fleet immediately, than 
by waiting three or four days for farther in(lru£iions. 

Mr. Sandys anfwered to this eSeSt: — Sir, the merchants of Lon- 
don» whether we conltder their numbers, their property, their in' 
tegriiy, or their wifdom, are a body of too much importance to be 
thus comcmpcuoufly rejo^cd, rejected when they a(k nothing that 
can be juftly denied to the meanett fubjed of the empire, when they 
propofe to fpeak on nothing but what their profeflion enables them to 
underftaod. 

To no purpofe is it urged, that the bill is far advanced, for if we 
have not proceeded in the right way, we ought to be in more hade to 
icturn, in proportion as we have gone farther) nor can I difcover 
why we fhould expedite with fo much aOiduity meafures which are 
judged incff'eftual, by thofe who know their confequences heft, and 
forwhofe advantage they are particularly defigned. 

That we have already fpcnt fo much time in confidering Ittethodt 

for manning the fleet, is furely one reafon why we Ihould endeavour 

at lad toellablilh fuch aj may be cffc^ual, nor can we hope t« fuc- 

VoL. I. Y «eJ 
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ceed without a patient attention to their opinion, who muft necef- 
farily be well experienced in naval affairs. 

It is furely therefore neither prudent nor juft to fl»ut out intelli- 
gence from our aflemblic!, and ridicule the good intention of thofc 
that offer it, to confult upon the heft expedients for encouraging and 
encreafing failors, and when the merchants offer their fcbeme to treat 
them as faucy, impertinent, idle mcdiers, that affume-^— 

Here the Attorney General called him to order, and fpokcafter 
this manner: — Sir, it is tiot very confiDent to prefs the difpatch of 
bulineft, and to retard it at the fame time by invidious infinuations, 
or unjuft reprcfentations of arguments or cxprefGons : wheiKver any 
exprellion is cenfured, it ought to be repeated in the fame words ; for 
othcrwifc, does not (he animadverter ratfc the phantom that be en- 
counters? Does he not make the ftain which he endeavours with b 
much officious zeal to wipe away. 

That no epithets of contempt or ridicule have in this det>ate been 
applied to the merchants, nor any violation of decency attempted, it 
'a unneceffary to prove, and therefore it is neither regular nor candid 
to reprefent any man as aggravating (he refufal of their -petition w'th 
ccproachcs and infults. But not to dwell longeron (his incident, I will 
takethe liberty of reminding the gentleman, that perfonatinvedives 
are always at leaft fuperfluous, and that the bufinefs of the day Yequires 
lather arguments than fatire. 

Mr. Sandys then fp6ke as follows :— Sir, T am by no means con- 
vinced that the learned gentleman who charges me with irregularity, 
is better acquainted than myfclf with the rules and cuftoms of this 
houfe, which I have ftudicd with great application, allt:led by long 
experience. 1 hope, therefore, it will beno inexcufableprefumption, 
if, inftead of a tacit fubmilQo!! to his cenfure, I aflt-rt in my own vin- 
dication, that I have not di'viatcd from the cftabliflied rules of 
^the lenate, that I have fpoken only in defence of merit inful:ed, and 
that I have condemned only fuch injurious inliniiations. I did nor, 
Sir, attempt to repeat exprclBons, as ought not to be heard without 
repl^ 

Then the President faid: — I believe the gentleman either heard 
imperfcflly, or mifunderftood ihcfe exprcffions, which he fo warmly 
condemns, for nplhing has been uttered that could jullly excite hii 
indignation. My oSice obliges me on this occafion to remark, that 
the regard due to the iijnity of the houfc 6ught to reflratn every 

- member 
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tDcmber from digreOions into private Tatire; for in proportion as we 
proceed with lels decency, our determinations will have lefs in- 
fluence. * 

Mr. Pelham fpoke next, in fubftancc as follows :— Sir, the re- 
putation which the honourable gentleman has acquired by his un- 
common knowledge of the ufages of the'fenate, is too well founded 
to be fhaken, nor was any attack upon his character intended, when 
he was interrupted in theprofecutionof hisdefign. To cenfure any 
indecent exprcfllon by whomfocver uttered, is doubikfs confiflent 
with theftri£teft regularity; nor is it lefs proper toobviate any mifre- 
prefcniation which inattention or mlftake may )voduce. 

I am far, Sir, from thinking that the gentleman's indignation wai 
excited rather by mulice than rnidakc ; but miflikes of chis kind may 
produce confequences which cannot be too cautioufly avoided. 
How unwillingly would that gentleman propagate through the nation 
an opinion that the merchants werefnfulted in this houfe, their in- 
tereft neglefted, and their intelligence defpifed, at a time when no 
afperlton was thrown upon them, nor any thing intended but tender- 
nefs and regard i And yet fuch had been the reprefeniation of thii 
day's debate, which this numerous audience would have conveyed to 
the populace, had not the miftikebecn immediately rei^ihed, and 
the rumour cruQied in the birth. 

Nothing, Sir, can be more injurious to the charaSer of this af- 
fembly, by which the people are reprefentedi than to accufe them of 
treating any clafs of men with infolence and contempt^ and too much 
diligence cannot be ufed in obviating a report which cannot be fpread 
in the nation, without giving rife to difcontcnt, clamoufi, and fe- 
dition. 

Thpfe who Ihall be inclined to reje^ the petition, thay perhaps a£t 
with no lefs regard to the merchants, and may proriiote their intereft 
and their fecurity with no lefs acdourthan thofe who mod follicitoufly 
labour for its reception: for. If they arc not allowed to be heard, it 
43 only becaufe the publickintereft requires expedition, and becaulj; 
every delay of our preparations is an inj ur^ to trade. 

That this is not a proper time for petitions againft the bill to be 
beard, is univerJally known, and 1 can difcover nothing in the pe- 
tition that reltrains it to this particular claufe, which is fu far from 
being fpecified, that it appears to be the only part of the bill of which 
they have had no intelligence. 

V2 Let 
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Let tbe warmeft advocates for the petition point out any part of it 
that relates to this finglecUufe, and I wiUreiraflmy aflcnion; butw 
it appears that there are* only general declarations of the inexpediency 
of the meafures propofed, and the pernicious tendency of the metbodi 
now in ufe, what is the petition, but a complaint againft the bill, 
and a requ^ll that it Qiould be laid aflde. 

The praAice ofimpreflea. Sir, is particularly cenfured, as fevere 
and opprellivei a charge which, however true, has no rehtion to thii 
claufe, which is intended to promote the voluntary engagement of 
failors in the fervice of the crown; yet it may not be improper toob- 
ferve, that as the pratSiceof impreiTing h, in itfelf, very cilicacious, 
and well adapted to fuddcn emergencies, as it has been edablifhed by 
a long I'ucccOion of ages, and is therefore become almofl a part of our 
conftitutlon; and as it is at this time necelTary to fuppty the navy 
with the ucmoft expedition, it is ndther decent nor prudent to com- 
plain too toudly againft, or to heighten the difcontent of the people 
at a necefTary evil. 

We have. Sir, examined every part of this bill with the attention 
which the defence of the nation requires, we have foftencd the rigour 
of the methods tiift propofed, and admitted no violence or hardihip 
that is not abfolutely neceflary to make the law cfFeftual, which like 
every other law mult be executed by force, if it be obflrudled or op- 
pofed. We have inferted a great number of amendments, propol«l 
by thofe who are reprefented as the moft anxious guardians of the pri- 
vileges of the people, and it Is notfurelyto no purpofe that the great 
council of the nation has fo long and fo {ludioufly laboured. 

Thofewhoarechofenby the people to reprefent them, have undoubt- 
edly, Sir, fome claim as individuals to their confidence and refpcA; 
for to imagine that they have committed the great charge of fenato- 
rial employments, that they have trufted their liberties and their faap- 
pine& to thofc whofe integrity they fufpcft, or whofe underftandJngs 
they defpife, is to imagine them much more ftupid than they have 
been reprefented by thofewho are cenfured as their enemies. 

But far diSerent is the regard due to the determinations formed by 
the collcflive wifdom of the fcnate } a regard which ought to border 
upon reverence, and which is fcarcely confident with the leaft mur- 
mur of diflatisfaclion. 

If we are to hear the prefent petitioners, is it not probable that be- 
fo; c we have dlfpatcbcd them, we fball be folicited by other, who will 

then 
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then plead ihe fame right, fupported by 2 new precedent? Anil is it not 
poSble that by one Inierruption upon another, our mearurcs may be 
delayed, till they fliall be incfieaual f 

It feems to me to be of much more importance to defend the mer- 
chants than'to hear them, and I Ihall therefore think no concelEons 
at this time expedient, which may obftrui^ the great end of our en- 
deavours, the equipment of the fleet. 

Mr. PuLTBNEv then fpoke as follows : — Sir, notwithfianding the 
art and eloquence with which the grant of the merchants petition has 
been oppofed, I am not yet able to difcover that any thing is a(ketl 
unreafonable, unprecedented, or inconvenient, and I am confident, 
that no real objcflion can have Ijeen over-looked by the gentlenieo ■ 
who have fpoken againft it. 

I have fpent. Sir, thirty five years of my life in the fenate, and know 
that information has always upon important queftlons been willingly 
received, and it cannot (iirely be doubted that the petitioners arc bcft 
able to Jnform us of naval bufinefs, and to judge what will he the 
right method of reconciling the failors to the publick fervice, and of 
fupplying our fleets without injuring our trade. 

Their abilities and imporuncc have been hitherto fo generally ac- 
knowledged, that no fenate has yet refufed to attend to their opinion, 
and (urely we ought not to be ambitious of being the firft aflcmbly 
of the reprefeniatiKS of the people, that has lefufcd an audience to 
the merchants. 

With regard to the expedience of delaying the bill at the prefent 
conjunflurej he muft think very contemptuoufly of the petitioners, 
who imagines that they have nothing to offer that will counter-ba- 
lance a delay of two days, and muft entertain an elevated Idea of the 
vigilance and aflivity of our enemies, enemies never before eminent 
for expedition, if he believes that they can gain great advanUges in 
to Ibort a lime. 

The chief icafon of the oppofition appears, indeed, not to be either 
the irregularity or inexpediency of hearing them, but the ofronce 
which fomc have received from an irreverent mention of the power 
of imprefling, a power which never can be mentioned without com- 
plaint or deteftation. 

It is not, indeed, impoffible that they may intend to reprefcnt to 
the houfe, how much the failors are opptefFed, how much our com- 
merce U impeded, and how much the power of the nation is exhaufted 
Y 3 ^l 
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by thii cruel metboij. They may propore to ihew that failon, not 
having the choice of iheir voyages, are often hurried thioltgh a fud- 
d en change of climates fiom one extreme to another, and that no* 
thing can be exp;£led from fuch viciffitudes, but lickne^, lameoefs, 
ind death. They may propbfe, that to have juft arrived from the 
fouth may be pleaded as an exemption from an immediate voyage to 
the north, and that the feaman may have fomc time to prepare him- 
felf for fo great an altt-Tation, by a refidence of a fcvr uonihs in 
i temperate climate. 

If this flioulil be their intention, it cannot, in my opinion, SiVi 
be called either unreafonable or difiefpedlfti), nor will their allegauons 
be eafily difprovcd; 

But it is infmuated, that their grievances are probably fuch aa 
\!k& theoi only as diilin^ from the rcfl of the community, and that 
ihey have nothiqgtpcomplainof but a temporary interruption of their 
private advantage. 

I have, indeed, no idea of the private advoniageotz legal trader : 
for unle(t. Sir, we neglcfi our duty of providing that no commeicc 
(hall b? (Tarried on to the detriment of the publick, the merchants 
profit muft be the profit of the nation, and their tntcrefts infcparably 
combined. 

It may, however, be poflible, that the nierchanls may, like other 
men, prefer their immediate to their greater advantage, and may be 
impatient of a painful remedy, though neceflary Co prevent a more 
grievous evil. But let us not cenfurc them by fofpicion, and punifli 
fhct^ fur a crime which it is only polTibIc they may commit ; let ui* 
Sir, at lead have ^l] the certainty that can he obtained, and allow 
them an audience ; let us nciiher be fn pofitivc as not to receive in- 
formation, nijr fo rigorous as not to liflcn to entreaties. 

If the nierchants have nothing to offer, nothing but comphims, 
and can propufe no better mcafures than thofe which they lamcnr, if 
their arguments (hould be found to regard only their prffent ipierell, 
and to be formed upon narrow views and private purpofes, it will be 
cafy to deteii the impofture, and rcjcifl it with the indignation it fliall 
defcrve ; nor will our proceeJings be then cenfurcd by the nation, 
■whiph requite? not that the raerthants fliould be implicitly believed, 
\hou^h it expels that thry (hould he heard, l^t (is at-leafi have t, 
^onvimionx though we fhould noi; be able to conciude a treaty. 

I know not, -Bir^whj vfc have not taken care to obviate all th^fe 
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di^culties, and to remore the neccHity of petitions, debates, fearchee, 
and imprelleS) by the plain and eafy method of a voluntary regiller ; 
by retaining fuch a number of Teamen as may probably be retTuifite 
upon Hidden emergencies. Would not the nation with more chear- 
fulncfs comribuie half'pay to thofe who are daily labouring for tbe 
publiclc good, than to the caterpillars of the land fervice, that grow 
old in lazinefs, and are difabled only by vice ? 

Let ten thoufand men receive daily a fmall falary, upon condition 
that they fliail be ready, i^henever called upon, to engage in the fer- 
vice of the crown> and the difficulty of our naval preparations wilE be 
at an end. 

That it is necefTary to exert ourfelves on this occafion, and iq 
ilrike out Come meafures for fecuiing tbe dominion of tbe ocean, 
cannot be dented by any ons who confiders that we have now no 
other pretenfiont to maintain ; that all our influence on the continent, 
at whatever ex pence gained and fupported, is now in a manner lofl, 
and only the reputation of our naval llrength remains to preferve us 
from being trampled and infulied by every power, and from finding 
Spaniards in every climate. 

Sir William Yonce fpoke in Atbflance, as follows : — Sir, the 
violence and feverity of imprefTes, fo often and fo pathetically 
complained of, appears to be now nothing more than a punifliment 
infliiflcd upon thofc who negleift or refufe to receive the encourage- 
ment offered with the utmoll liberality by the government, and de- 
cline the fervice of their country from a fpirit of avarice, obllinacyi ■ 
or refentment. 

That fuch men dcfervc fomc leverities, cannot be doubted, and 
therefore a law by which no penalty fliould be enabled, would be im- 
perfeQ and inefFcSual. The obfervation. Sir, of all Jaws is to be 
enforced by rewards on one fide, and punilhmcnts on the other, that 
every paHioo may be influenced, and even our wealcnefs made inflru- 
mental to the performance of our duty. 

in the bill before us no punilhment is indeed exprefsly decreed, be- 
caufc the failors who (hall difregard It, arc only left to their former 
.hardfliips, from which thofc who engage voluntarily in [he fcivicc 
of the navy are exempted. 

Why fo many rewards and fo much violence fliouId be nt:cellary 

to allure or force the failors into the publiclc fervice, I am unable 

to comprehend : for, excepting the fuddcn change of cliouics, which 

Y 4 may 
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nay doubtlers fotnetimes bring on diJlempers, the lervice of the king 
has no difadvamages which are not common to that of the mer- 
chants. 

The wages in the navy are indeed Icfs, but then it is to be re- 
membered, that they arc certainly paid, and that the Tailor is in lefs 
danger of loling by a temped, or a wreck, the whole profits of his 
voyage, becaufe, if he can preferve his life, he receives his pay. Bat 
in trading voyages, the Teamen mortgage their wages, as a fecurity 
for their c^re, which, if the (hip is loft, they arc condemned to for- 
feit. 

Thus, Sir, the hardfhips of the navy appear not fo great when 
compared with thofc of the merchants fervicc, as they have been 
hitherto reprcfented; and I doubt not, that if counfcllors were 
to be heard on both fide^, the meafures taken for fupplying the fleet 
would be found to be reafunable and jull. 

Sir John Barnard rofe to fpeak, when Mr. Fox called to order, 
and proceeded. 

Sir, it is well known to ba one of the (tanding and nnvariable 
orders of this houfe, that no member fhall fpeak twice in a debate 
on the fame quefiion, except when for greater freedom we refolve 
ourfelves into a committee. Upon (his quefiion the honourable gentle* 
man has already fpoken, and cannot ihcierore be heard again without 
fuch a tranfgrclBon of our orders as mu(V inevitably produce cunfufion. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke thus ;.— Sir, I know not for what rea- 
fon the honourable gentleman apprehends any violation of the order 
of the houfe ; for as I have not yet fpoken upon the prefent quellion, 
I have ^n undijubted right to be heard', a right which that gentleman 
(annot take away. 

Sir William Yomce next fpoke to this effcft: — Sir, I know 
pot by what fecret diftinition the gentleman fupports in his own 
tnind this declaration, which, to the whole houfe, muft appear very 
difficult to be defended ; for we m\iR, before we can admit it, allow 
our memories to have forf^ken us, and our eyes and ears to have 
been deceived. 

pid he not, as foon as the claufc before us was read, rtfe and 
affcrt the chaiaflers of the petitioners, and thiJr right to the atten- 
tion of the houfe ? Did he not dwoll upon their importance, their 
ibilitieS) ajid thtir integrity ; and enforce, with his ufual eloquence, 
fVcry motive ';o ttc teccptioit of th^ peuiioiv^ How then can be 

»ffe(% 



A. 1740-1.3 S E A M E K. 319 

it&it that he has not fpoken in the prerent debate, and hov can he 
expci^ to be heard z fecond time, fince, however bis eloquence ma^ 
pleafi:. and his arguments convince, that plearurc and convi^on 
-cannot now be obtained, without infringing the ftanding ordert of 
the houfe. 

Then the President rofe, and Tpoke to this purport:— It ia 
not without uneafincfs that I fee the time of the houfe and of the 
publick wafted in fruitlefs cavils and unneccQary controverfies. 
trerjr gentleman ought now to con£der that we arc confulting upoa 
no trivial queftion, and that expedition ia not lefs necellary than ac- 
curacy. It cannot be denied, Sir, [to Sir John Barnard,] that you 
have already fpoken on this queftion, and that the rules of the houfe 
do not allow you to fpeak a lecond time. 

Sir RosBRT Walfolb faid: — >Sir, I am far from thinking the 
order of the houfe lb (acred, as that it may not be neglected 00 fome 
important occafions, and if the gentleman has any thing to urge fo 
momentous, that, in his own opinion, it outweighs the regard due 
to our rule), IQiat) willingly confcnt that he {ball be heard. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke as follows : — Sir, I am far from being 
inclined to receive as a favour, what, in toy own opinion, I may 
claim as a right, and deflrc not to owe the liberty of fpeaking to the 
condefcenfion of the right honourable gentleman. 

What I have to urge is no lefs againft the bill in general than the 
particular claufe now immediately under our confideraiion, and though 
the petition ftiould relate likcwife to the whole bill, I cannot dif- 
cover why we fliould refufe to hear it 

Petitions from men of much inferior rank, and whofe iniereft is 
m^ch lefs clufely connefled with that of the publick, have been 
thought neceflary to be heard, nor is the mcanefl individual to be 
injured or reltratned without being admitted to olFer his arguments 
in his own favour. Even the journeymen flioemakers, one of the 
loweil clafles of the community, have been permitted to bring their 
council to our bar, and remonftrate againft the inconveniencici to 
which they were afraid of being fubje^ed. 

Mr. WjNNiKCToN fpokcthus: — Sir, I am always willing to hear 
petitions, when rcfpc£tfully drawn up, and regularly rubfcribed, but 
can by no means difcover that this is a real petition, for I have 
lieard of no names affixed to it ; it is therefore a re^uell from no- 
tKKfya and by reie^irg it no mao i> refufcd. Itmayi fo far as can Ve 

difcovcred) 
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difeoveitd, be drawn up hj the gentliman who offered tt, and pcrliafw I 
no other perfon may be acquainted with it. 

Mr. Hay fpolce to the foUowiitg purport : — Sir* it is, in myopU 
nion, neceflary that a petiUon in the name of the merchants of hoa- 
don Qtould be fubfcribed by the whole number, for if onlya 6 
fhould [Tut their names to it, how does it appear that it ti any ihiog 
more than an apprehenfion of danger to their own particular imcrcft, 
which perhaps the other part, theiriivals in trade, may conTidcras an 
advantage, or at leaft regard with indiflferencc. This fufpicioo is 
much more reafonable, when a petition is (ubfcribed by a finaiier 
number, who may eafily be imagined to have paitial views* and de- 
£gns not wholly confident with the intereR of the puUick. 

Admiral Wagek then fpoke thus :— Sir, if t am rightly in&nned, 
another petition is preparing by feveral eminent merchants, that this 
claufe may Hand part of the bill ; and certainly they ought to be 
heard as well as theprcfem petitioners, which will occalion great 
and unnecdTary delays, and therefore I am againd the motion. 

Advocate Campbell anfwered to this effedl : — Sir, I agree with 
that honour^ible gentleman, that if the merchants are divided in-opi- 
nion upon this point, one fide ought to be heard as well as the other, 
and hope the houfe will come to a rcfolution for that purpofe : for I 
fiiall invariably promote every propofal which tends to procure the 
fultefl infotmatiun in all affairs that Ihall come before us. 

Then the queRIon was put, that the further confideratton of the 
report bq adjourned for two days, in order to hear the mercbaats. 
And it paOed in the negative, ayes 14a, noes igi^ 

On the report this day the eleven claufes of fevctity were given up 
without any divlfion, and a claufe was added, viz. " Provided 
that nothing in this bill fball be contlrued to eictcnd to any con- 
Irafis or agreements for the hire of feamen [or perfons employed 
as fuch-}. in voyages from parts beyond the fcas, to aoy other 
parts beyond the feas, or to Great Britain." 

The engrofled bill *' for the encieafe and encouragement of fea- 
men," was read, accoiding to order, when Mr. Digby role> 
and fpoke as follows :— 

$ir, I b4vc a claufe to be offered to the houfe as ncceflary to be in- 
farted 
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jerted in the bill before us, which was put into ttij bands hy a mem- 
ber, whom a fuddcn mtslbTturre has made unable to attend his dul)r, 
and which in bis opinion, and mine, is of great ilBportaac«> and I 
ftall therefore take the liberty of reading it. 

** Be it enabled, that every feaman offering himfelf to ferve his majefty, 

fliall, upon being refufed, receive from fuch Apcain, lieutenant, 

or judiceof the peace, a certiiicaie, Tetdng forth the rcafons 

for which he is refufed, which certificate may be produced bjr 

him, as an exemption from being feizcd by a warrant of im- 

prefs." 

I hope the reafonablenets and equity of this claufe u Co incon- 

teftably apparent, that it will find no oppdition ; for what can be 

more cruel, unjufl, or opprelBrc, than to punifli men for negleS of 

a law which they have endeavoured to obey. To what purpofe are 

rewards offered, if ihey are denied to thoTe who come 10 claim tbem i 

What is it lefs than theft, and fraad, to force a man into the fervice 

who would willingly have entered, and fubjed him to hardfltips 

without the recompence which he may juftly demand from the foleont 

ptomife of the legiflature. 

Admiral Wages next fpoke to this c9ed:— Sir, to thisdaule, 
which the gentleman has reprefented a^ fo reafonable and jud, objec- 
tions may, in my opinion, be eaQly made, of which he will bimfelf 
acknowledge the force. The great obftru^ion of publick meafurei 
is partiality, whether from friendlhip, bribery, or any other motivo; 
againft partiality alone the daufe which is now offered, is levelled* 
and indeed it is fo dangerous an evjl, that it cannot be obviated with 
too much caution. 

But this claufe, inllead of preventing private correfpondence, and 
illegal combinations, has an evident tendency to produce them, by 
inciting men to apply with pretended offers of fervice to thofe who are 
ttcfore fuborned to rcfufe them, then malcc a merit of their readine^ 
and demand a certificate. 

By fuch artifices multitudes may exempt themfelres from theira* 
prefs who may be known to be able failors, even by thofe that con* 
duel it, and may, under the protedion of a certificate, fallacioufly 
obtained^ laugh at a)! endeavQitrs to engage tbeoi in the publick 
fervice. 
^r. picar f|toke thw ;^ir, if du> tuttvoitty, lodged in the 

^nds 
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hands of thofe who are propofed in the claufe to be entruQed with it» 
be in danger of being executed, without due regard to the end for 
which it is granted, let it be placed whete there ii neither lemptatioa 
tior opportunity to abufe it. Let the admiralty alone have the power 
of granting fuch certificates, the officers of which will be able to 
judge whether the Tailor is really unfit for the fervicc, and deliver 
J thofe whom age or accidents have difablej from the terror of ha- ' 
prefics [ for furely, he that is fit to fcrvc, when taken by violence, 
ti nolefs qualified when heenters vtJuntarily, and he who could not 
be admitted when he tendered himfelf, ought not to be draped 
away, when perhaps he has contra^d for another voyage. 

Mr. Wagbk replied : — Sir, it ii, doubtlefs, more proper to place 
fuch authority in the ofBcers of the admiralty, than in any other ; but 
k does not appear that the benefit which the failors may receive from 
if, to whatever hands it is entrufted, will not be over-balanced bf 
the injury which the publick will probably fuScr. 

Sailors are frequently levied in remote parts of the kingdom^ in 
pwts where the admiralty cannot fpeedily be informed of the reafbns 
fer which thofc that may petition for certificates have been rcfufcd, 
and therefore cannot grant them without danger of being deceived by 
iiraudulcnt accounts* 

The grievance for which the remedy is propoled cannot frequently 
occur { for it is not probable that in a time of naval preparations, 
any man qualified for the fervice fliould be rcjedcd, iince the officers 
gain nothing by their refufal. 

Mr. Hay fpoke as fallows :— Sir, it is very poflihic that thofc in- 
fiances which may be produced of men, who have been imprefled by 
one officer, after they have been rejefled by another, may be only 
the confequenccs of the high value which every man is ready to fet 
upon his own abilities: for he that offers himfelf, no doubt, de- 
mands the higheft premium, though he be not an able faJlor ; and, if 
it^e&eA, and aftciwardsimprefled asa novice, thinks himfelf at li- 
berty to complain, with the moft importunate vehemence, of fraud, 
partiality, and opprcffion. 

The queflion being put was rcfolvcd in the negative, almoft una- 
nimouQy. 

Mr. Southwell offered a claufe, importing, '* That all Tailors 
who Qiould take advance- money of the merchants, ibould be 

obliged 
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obligcfil to petform their agreenients, or be liable to be taken up 
by any magiflrateorjufliceof the peace, and deemed defertcrs, 
except they weic in his majcfiy's Ihips of war." 
He was feconded by Lord Gage : — Sir, as this claulchas no other 
tendency than to promote the interelt of che merchants, without ab- 
Arufting the publickpieparations ; as it tends only to confirm legal 
contraSs, and facilitate that commerce from whence the wealth and 
power of this nation arifes, I hope it will readily be admitted, as we 
may, by adding this fan^ion to the contrafts made between the 
metchants and failors, in fome degree balance the obftruflions where- 
with we have embar railed trade by the other claufes. 

Admiral Wager replied:— This ciaufeisunqueftionablyreafonable^ 
but Dot necellary ; for it is to|be found already in an a£t made for- the 
encouragement of the merchants, which is ftill in force, and ought, 
whenever any fuch frauds are committed, to be rigoroufly oblerved. 
Sir RoBBKT Walpole then deftred that the clerk might read the 
a.&, in which the claufe was accordingly found, and Mr. South- 
Well withdrew his motion. 

Then the queftion was put, whether the bill " for the encreaie 
and encouragement of failors" do pals, which was re&lved 
in the affirmative, 153 againft 79. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

March 13, I740-T* 

Tie heuft he'ing nfohid intt a tommittee fir the emfideratioa of the US 
fir the panijbment ef mutiny and dtftrtim, and fir the better pajimat 
cf the armj and their ^uarterSf i^e. Sir William Yonc£ tUfirtJ 
that the 2cth and 2.bth cUmfei ef the latt a& might 61 read, vtbitk 
tuere read asjtliawi : 

XX. It is hereby enalted^ that the tffieri and feldieri, fa quartered 
and billeted, Jhall be received by the ewnert eftheinns, Uvery-fiahUiy 
eie-heufes, •oiiiualling-heufei, and ether btufes in tubieh they are at- 
levied ta ie quarttrtdand billtled hj thit aH j and Jhall p<y fuch rea- 

fenabie 



fmflbU prices as /kali bt appaintti, Jrvm tinu la timty fy the ptflicn 
»f the peace, in their general and quarter-fijfteni »f each camty, aly^ 
or d'lv'tjim, viitbin their rifpeSivi jurifSSitnt : and tht juflieis if the 
peace aferijaid^ are herchy impnvered and required t»fet and appeint, 
in their general er quarter -ftjfions afartfaidf fucb rtofemblt ratti, fgr 
ellneciffary previfioni far fuch effcers and ftldiers, far one or more 
wights, in the fiveral cities, towns^viileges, andether plates, which- 
they Jhalt come tain their march J or which JbalJ be appeintci far their 
rejideiue and quarters, 

XXVI. That the quartersyhttb of ajicirs and filiim in Great Britme, 
aay be duly paid and fatisfied, he it enaSfei, that every tfieefy I* 
Vihmi it bthags to receive the pfty tr fubjiflemi-mmey, either far a 
v/hoU regiimntf^ar particular troops and cemponies^ Pail imwudiatefyy 
fifien eaeb receipt af evtry particular /ufn, on qccaiintof.p/rf tr/mb- 
jyijmv, give publitk notice therecf to all perfins kteping iwsu, or 
^ther placiS where affiars ar foldiers are quartered hy mrtut §f this 
aS : qlfo appoint them and others « rtpair to tbdr quarttn, with-. 
in/euT days at thefarthijf, after the receipt af the Jawu, it dtttare 
the accounts ar dihts (if any fhalt be) between them and the affjeers end 
pldiers quartered in their -rtfpeSipe houfts : which afiasmts tbefaid 
e^er^r affietrsore hereby required itnmediattlf ta difiharge, btfart any 
part af the faid pay or fuhfiflence be diflrihuted ta the officers or fal- 
di.rs: provided the faid accounts exceed nat for acammifjion affteer af 
harfe, under a enptain, far ane day's diet and fmall bfcr, two /hil- 
lings ; for one eommifjian officer of dragoans, under a captain, ont 
fhiUing { far cue eemmlj^^n effictr of f oat, under a captain, one fit/' 
Ung ; and for hey and /.raw, for me htrfe^ fix pence ; far out 
dregaon or light horfeman's diet and fmall beer, each dayfix penct, and 
hay and Jiraiu for his hirfe, fix pence ; and alfa not ta exceed four 
pence a day, for one foot foldiei's diet and fmall beer. 

He then fpote to the following effeft : — Strj wh«her there is any 
real drfficulty in the rbufes which you have now heard read, or whe- 
ther there 3i« fuch palT-ges as may be«afily undcrflood by thofe who 
have no intcrcH to mistake them, and which are only clouded by an 
aTciGcial obfcuriiy, wheihct tbcy^rc Jn themfelm <ai>fble of difiennt 
meaiungB, or whether avarice or poverty have produced unreafonobie 
interptctatianf, and found amhigui^ies only becaufe they wereilc- 
Wrmtned not to be difappointed in their fearcb ; whether this law ii 

difobeyed. 
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dtfobryed, bccaufe it ii oiiAindciftood, or only m'lIuadtTtttoi by thole, 
who had refolved to.difobey it, the committee nufl determiae. 

It has been for many years underftood' that inn-holden and 
keepen of ptiblick boulcs were obliged by thii-Iaw 10 fupply fDldiert 
({iiBrtered upon them with diet and fmall beer, and bay and fttaw for 
their horfes, at Cuch rates ts are mentioned in the aA ; nor caa I 
difcorer that .there claufes admit of any other intcrpretaiioii, or 
that any other could be intended by the lenatc by which it moi 
ena^ed. 

The pay of the foldiers, Sir, was well known to thole who gavo 
fhcir confent to this law, it was intended by them that the fbldiera 
ibould be fupplied with necelTaries, and it could not be msaat tha( 
riiey ifa6iild pay for them more than they received ; they tfaer^ore 
tftablifhed the rate at which they were to be furnilbed, and Axed 
the higheft rate which the wages of a foldier allow him to pay. 

This interpretation was* as I fuppofe, from its apparent confo* 
nance to reafon, univerfally allowed, till the inhabitants of Ledbury, 
whither foldiers had been fcnt to fupprefs a riot and enforce the 
bwi J found their apprebcnilons fo Sharpened by their malice, that 
they difcOvcred in the sR an ambiguity, which had, till that time* 
efcaped the penetration of the moft fagacious, and, upon conparifoa 
of one circumftance with another* found themfclves under no obli' 
gation to give any alHAance to the foldiers. 

They (herefore. Sir, not only refufed to afford them vifluals at the 
accuflomcd rates, but proceeding from one latitude of interpretaiioA 
to another, at length denied them not only the priril^c of diet, but 
the ale of kitchen utendii, to drefs the provilions which they bought 
for themfelves, and at laft denied their claim to the fire itfelf. 

The foldiers, exafperated. not only' at the breach of their efta- 
hlilhed and unconteflcd privileges, but at the privation of the necef- 
laries of life, began to think of methods more fpeedy and efficacious 
than thofe of arguments and remonftrances, and to form refolutions 
of procuring by force, what, io their opinions, was only by force 
withheld from them. 

What might have been the event of this controverfy, to what eic- 
treinities a conteft about thit^ fo neceflary might have been canied, 
how wide the conteft might have fpread, or how long it might have 
lafted, we may imagine, but cannot determine i had not a fpeedy de- 

ciJion 



336 D B » ATE OK" I^UARCH X J» 

ctfion been prdcurtd, its confequences might bare been fatal to muI-> 
titudcs, and a great part of the nation been thrown into coofufbn, - 
Having received an account of the affair from the officers who cam- 
jDsadcd at that place, I confulted the attocney gcperal what was the 
defignof the law, and the extent of the obligation enforced by it, and 
wai anfwered by him, that the funis which were to be paid for the diet 
of the men, and the hay and ftraw for the hotlcs, being fpecified, it 
nnft necefTarily be intended, by the legifiatore, that no higher rates 
iboiildbc demanded j— that the power granted to the juflices of peace 
was wholly in favour of the foldier, and that they might leflen the 
payment at difcreiion in places of uncommon cheapnefa, or yean of 
extraordinary plenty, but could nctt cncresTe it on any occaGon. 
' Another dirpute. Sir, of tbe like nature wai occafioned by the tate 
fcareiiy at Wakefield, where the jufiicca, upon the application of 
the inn-keepers, made ufe of the authority which they fuppofed to 
have been repofed in them by the a&, and raifed the price of hay 
a«d flraw to eight pence, which the foldiers were not able to pay* 
vithout fuffering for want of vifluals. 

On this occaGon likewife I was appRed to, and upon confulting 
tbe prclent attorney general, received the Dme anfwer as before ; 
and tranfmitting his opinion to the place from whence I received the 
complaint, !t had fo m'udi regard paid to it, that the additional de- 
mand v/as thenceforward remitted. 

The letters which thofe two learned lawyers lent to me on this fuh- 
je£t I have now in my hand ; and hope their opinion will be thought 
fufficicnt authority for the interpretation of an a& of (be fenate. 

Nor is their authority. Sir, however great, fo ftrong a prot^ of 
thejultncfsof this interpretation, as the reafonablencfs, orrathernc- 
ccSty of admitting it. The -only argument that can be produced 
againft it, is the hardJhip impofed by it on the inn-holder, wfao> as 
it is objc3ed, mufl be obliged by the law^ fo undetfiood, to fumilh 
the fotdiers with provifians for a price at which he cannot a^rdthem. 
But let it be confidered, how much more eaftly the landlord can 
furniih them at this price, than they can provide for themfdvcs« aod 
the difficulty will immediately vaniOi. If foldiers are ncceflary, they 
muft neceflarily be fupported, and it a[q>cars, upon rcfie^ioo, thtt 
their pay will not fupport them by any other method. 

If they arc obliged to buy their victuals, they m<ift likewife biiy fire 

aod 
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kad implements to drela them ; and what ii (till a greater hardOiip; 
thty mud fell them, and buy new, at every change of their quarters : 
if this is impodible, it will be atlawed not to be th^ meaning of tha 
Jenate, upon whofe wifdom it would be 3 cenfure too leveri to {ii^ 
pofe them capable of etla£ticlg inipbiBbilitiet. 

But to the inn~holder, Sifj whofe utenfils are alwayi in ufe, and 
whofe Gre it always btirning, the diet of a foldier cofts only the ori- 
ginal price paid to the butcher, an<J in years of common plenty 0137 
be afforded without lofs at the price mentioned in the aft. It canootj 
indeed, be denied that, at prefentj fcvery foldier is a burthei) to the 
family on which be is ijuartered) in many parts of the kingdom) btiC 
it may be reafonably hopcA, that the prefent (carcity will quid:!/ 
ceafe, and that proriQoni will fall back to their former value ; and 
even, amidil all the complaints with which the fevefity arid irregu- 
larity of the lale feafons have filled the nation, thwe are many placet 
where foldiers may be maintaitied at the flated tatesi with very little 
hardfhip to their landlords. 

However, Sir, as this interpretation of the ad, though thus Tup- 
ported both by authority and rcafon, has been difputed and denied; as 
fome lawyen may be Of a different opinion from thofe whom I haV« 
confulted, and as it Is not likely that the praSice thus in- 
terrupted will now be Complied with as a prefcription i I think i( 
neceffary to propofe, that the price of a foldier's diet be rhorc ex- 
plicitly afccruined, that no room may remain for future contro' 
terfies. 

Mr. Sandys then roft and fpoke s fw)]ows:-LSir, I am very fat 
from thinking the authority of ihefe learned gentlemen, whofe letter) 
<re produced, incontrovertible proof of the jufinefs of an interpreta> 
tion of an ad'of the fenate, where that interpreiation is not in iifetf 
warranted by rcsfon, nor conftftent with the prefervation or enjoy- 
ment of property. Much lefs (hall I agree to fupport their interpre- 
Ution by a new law, or eftablifh^ by an a£t of the legiflature, a kind 
of opprellton, for whichf however tacitly fiibmitted to; nothing 
couldbe pleaded hitherto but cudom. 

The burthen. Sir, of a ftartdlng army^ is tiready too heavy to be 
much longer fuppo^ted, nor ought we to add weight to it by new ira- 
poGtions { it furely much better becomes the reptefentatives of the na- 
tion to attend to the complainu of their conQHutfnts, and where they 

rot. I, " I ■ h6 



33? .D.E B A T E OH [march I J, 

are found to arife from real grierancet, to contrive foae cxpedimt 
for alleviating their calamines. 

A heavy and dreadful calamity, Sir, lies now in a pMicular man- 
nee upon the people ; the calamity -of hmine, one of the (ereicft 
fcourges of Providoice, faai filled the whole land with nifery and la-> 
■lentation, and lurely nothing can be more inhuman than to cbufe 
out this feafon of horror, for new eacroacfamentg on their privileges, 
and new invafion* of the rights of nature, the dominion of their own 
boufes, and the regulation of their own tables. 

The hoo otir^le gentleman. Sir, has mentioBed places wkete pro- 
vifions, as he fays, are ftill to be bought at cafy rates. For my parti 
1 am fixed in no fucb tixppy comer of the kingdom, I (ee nothing 
bot fcarcity, and hear nothing but comptainU, and fliall therefore he 
very far ftom admitting now fuch me t hod* of fuf^Kxting the amy, 
as were thought too burthenfome in timet of plenty, itor will com- 
bine in laying a new ux upon any clal's of my countrymen, when 
they are finking under an enormous load of impofts, and in want of 
the neceffariei of life. 

Sir William Yokgb replied in the manner following :— Sir, no- 
thing ii more eafy than outcry ind exsggeration, nor any tlung left 
ufeful fbr the difcovery of truth, or (be eftsblifliment of right. Tbe 
moft mceflary meafures may olten admit of very florid exclamations 
againft them, and may furnith very fruitful topics 9f invedive. 

When our liberties. Sir, are endangered, or our country invaded* 
it may be very eafy, when it is propofcd that we (hould have r«cour<e 
to our fwords for fecurity, to bewail in pathetic language tbe miferies 
ef war, to defcribe the defolaiton of cities, the wafte of. kingdoms, 
tbe infolence of vtdory, and the cruelty of power inflamed by bef- 
tilittes. Yet to what will thole reprefentations contribute, hut to 
make that difficult which yet cannot be avoided, and embarrals mea- 
fures which muft however be purfucd. 

Such, Sir, appear to me to be the objection made to the method 
now propofed of providing neceflaries for the foldiers, methods not 
eligible for their own fake, but which ought not to be too ' loudly 
condemned, till fome better can be fubftituted : for why ihouldthe 
publick b: alarmed with groundlefs apprehenfions, or why fliould we 
make thofe laws which our affairs oblige ui to em&, lefs agreeable 
to the people by partial reprcfentations t 

U 
L i,_ .Coojilc 

. t ' ■ 



A. 174O-I.3 MUTINY BItL. 539 

In the difcuffion bf thif queftion. Sir, ii to be conS^red whether 
foldiert are to be ftipporterf, and whether it will be more proper to 
maintain them by the method of aroertaining the ratct at which thcjr 
sre tobefupplied, or by encreaSng their pay. 

One of thcfc two ways it h neceffary to take, the provifions are al- 
ready fixed at B3 high a price as their pay will allow ; if, therefore, 
they are expc3ed to pay more, their wages muft be enereafed. 

For my part I fbalt comply with either method, though I c;inDot 
but think it my duty to declare that in my opinion it i» fafer to fix 
the price of provifions, which muS link in their value, than to raife 
the pay of the army, which may never afterwnrds be reduced, 

Mr. Gybboh then fpoke to this effefl: — Sir, I agree with 
the honourable gentleman, that if feldlera are ncceOary, we mull 
make provifion for their fupport. This is indifpuCabty eertain, but 
it is no lefs certain, that where foldiers are neceflsty, reftraints and re- 
gulations are ncceflary likewife, to preferve tholb from being in- 
fulted and plundered by them, who maintain Ihetn for tb« fake of 
protection. 

T^e ufefitlnefs. Sir, of this caution feemi not to be known, or not 
regarded, by the gentleman whofe propofaV gave occaAon ta this de.> 
fcate; for by enafimg laws in general terms^ as he Aams to adviAi, 
■we (bould leave the unhappy inn-keeper wholly at the mercy of hi* 
gnefts, who might plunder and infitlt him under the pfAttiSion'of th« 
legifiature, might riot as in a conquered ewintry, afld fay— To this 
treatment you are fubjeSed by the determination of the fcnate. 

The unhappy man. Sir, could have A* profpiefl either of quiet or 
fafe^, but by gratifying all the expeSatfons of his maAcrs, returning 
civilities for infolence, and receiving their commands with the 
fame fuljmifnon that is paid in capitulating towns to the new gitrrifon. 

If it be neceiTary to alcertain the price, is it not neceflary at the 
fame time to afccriain the fpecies and quantity of prtivifions to be 
allowed for it? Is a foldier to fatten on delicacies,' and torcvcl in fuper- 
fluities, for four-pence 1 day? Ought not fome limits to be fet to his 
expectations, and fome reflraintt prefcribed to his appetite? Is he to 
change his fare with all the capricioufnefs of luxury, and relieve by 
variety the fqueamiOiners of cxcefs? 

Such demands as thefe. Sir, tnay bethought ludicrous and trifling, 

ty thofe who do not rcfleft on the infolence of fl.vves in authority, 

who do not confidef that the liccnfe of a military life is the chief 

Z 2 inducement 
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inducement that brings voluntien into the army ; an inducement 
which would, indeed, malce all impreflf) fuperfluousj were this pro^ 
pofal to be adopted : for how readily would all the lazy vid volup- 
tuous engage in a ftate of life which would qualify them to live upon 
tbe labour of others, and to be profufe without-expeocc ? 

Our army may by this method be cncfcafni* hut tbe number of 
thofe by whom they are to be maintained, muQ quickly dimintlh : 
for by eza^lion and opptcffion tbe poorer inn-keepers muft quickly 
become bankrupts, and (be foldiers that lofe their quarters mijft be 
added to the dividend allotted to the more wealthy, who by thisad-~ - 
ditional burthen will Toon be reduced to the (ame flatc, and then our 
army muft fubfift upon their p^, becaufe they will no longer have 
it in their power to encreafe it by plunder. 

It will then be ineviubly neceflary to divide the army from the reft 
of the community, and to build barracla for their reception ; an ex- 
pedient, which, though it may afford prcfent eafe to the oatioDa 
cannot be put in prance wi.il»oij.t danger to our liberties. 

The realbn, for which fo many nations have been inllaved b^ 
ftanding armies, is owhing more than tbe di^rence' of a foldier's 
condition from that of other men. Soldiers are governed by par? 
licular laws, and fubjcdto particular authority ; authority, which, in 
the maancr of its operation, has fcarccly any refemhlance of the ctvi} 
power. Thus they fooii learn to think themlclves exempt from all 
other laws ; of which* they either do not difcoirer the ufe, and there* 
fore calily confent to aboIUh them ; or envy the happlncfs of thofe 
who are protefied by them, and fo prevail upon themrelveg to deftroy 
thoft privil^n which have no other effefl, with regard to them, but 
to aggravate their own dependence. > ' 

Thefe, Sii^, are the natural confequences of a military fubjeflion; - 
and if thefe confequences are not always fpeedtly produced by it, 
they muft be retarded by that tendcrnefs which conflant inter- 
courfe with the reft of tbe nation produces, by the exchange of re^ 
cipiocal aAs of kindnefs, and by the frequent inculcation of the 
wickednefs of contributing to the propagation of Slavery, and the 
fnbverlion of tbe rights of nature; inculcations which cannot be 
avoided by men who live in cooAant fellowfliip wiib their country- 
men. 

But foldien fhut up in a banack, excluded from all converfatioa 
with fuch as are wiferand faonefler than themfelvcs, and taught that 

noihiiig 
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nothing is a virtue but implicit obedience to the commands of tbetr 
officer, will foon become foreigners in their own country, and 
march againft tbe defenders of their conlUtution, with the fame ala- 
crity as againft an army of invaders ravaging the coaft)} they will 
lofe all fenfe of focial duty and of focial happincfi, and thinic no- 
thing illifftrious but to inllave and deftfoy. 

- So fatal. Sir, will be the e(Fe£ls of an eAablifhment of barracks, 
or petty garrifons, in this kingdom ; and therefore, as batracktf mull 
be built when inn-kccpers are ruined, and our concurrence with this 
propofal muft produce tbeir ruin, I hope it will not be neceSary to 
prove by any other argament, that the motion ought to be rejected. 

Mr. p£LHAM fpoke next in terms to this purpore: — Sir, though 
I am not inclined by loud exaggerations and affeStci expreffions of 
tendernefs to deprels the courage, or inflame the fufpiclons of the pco- 
pIe>'to teach them to complain of mifenes which they do not feel, 
or ward againft ill deligns which were never formed, yet no man is 
more really follicitous for their happinefs, or more dcfirous of remov- 
ing every real caufe of fear and occafton of hardfhips. 

This affection to the people, an affedion fteady, regular, and un- 
Ihaken, has always prompted me to prefer their real to their feeming 
intereS, and rather ttf confute the fecurity of their privileges than the 
gratification of their paffions} it has hitherto determined me to vote 
for fuch a body of troops as may defend us againft fuddcn inroads 
and wanton infults, and now incites me to propole that hate effica- 
cious method may be ftrucic out for their fupport, without exafpera- 
ting either the foldiers or (heir landlords by perpetual wrangles, or 
adding to the burthen of a military eftabliOiment the necel&ty of con- 
tentions in courts of law. 

I know not with what view thofe have fpoken by whom tbe propo- 
fal firll made has been oppoled ; ihcy have indeed produced objec- 
tions, fomeof which are fuch as m^y be eaflly removed, and others 
fuch as arife from the nature of things, and ought not therefore to be 
meniLoned, bccaufe they have no other tendency than to inflame the 
aiinds of thofe that hear them againft an army, at a time when it is 
allowed to be necelTary, and prove only what was never denied, tbst 
no human meafures are abfolutely perfe<£t, and that it is often im- , 
^olBble to avoid a greater evil but by fuiTering a lefs. 

The queftion before us, Sir, is in its own nature fo limple, fo little 
^nnqtfled with circus^nces that may diftraA our attention, or in- 
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duce different men to different confiderations, that when I reflet^ ' 
upon if, I cannot caltly conceive by what art it can be made the 
CubjeSt of long baranguea, or bow the moft fruitful imagination cm 
expatiate upon it. 

It is already admitted that aa army is Deccfiaryi the pay of that 
army is already "eftablKhed; the accidental fcarcity of for^e and 
visuals ia fuch, that ibe pay ia not fufficient to maintain them ; how 
thenmuQ the deficiencies be fupplicd? It has been propofed either 
to iix the price of provifiona with refped to them, or to adrancs 
their wages in fbme proportion to the price of provifions. Both 
thcfe methods fcem to meet with difappiobation, and yet the anny 
is to be fupportsd. 

Thofe who reafon thus, do furely no^ expeS to be anfwered, or 
at le^ft expc£i from a reply no other ratisfaSioathan that of feeing 
the time of the feflion wafted, and the adminiftration harrafletf with 
trivial delays; for what can be urged with any hopeof fuccefi tohim 
who will openly deny contradictory propotltions, viiio wilt neither 
move nor Hand flill, who will neither difband an army nor fup* 
port it ? 

Whether thefe gentlemen conceive that an army may fubfifl with- 
out viSuaJs till the time of fcarcity is over, or whether they have 
raifed thofe forces only to ilarve them> I am not fagacious enough to 
conjecture, but Qiall venture to obferve, that if they have fuch a con- 
lidencc in the moderation and regularity of the foldiers. as to ima- 
gine that they will flarve with wcapona in their hands, that they 
will live within the fight of full tables, and languish with hunger, 
and periih for want of nccelfarics, rather than diminifh the fuperfluiiks 
of others, they ought forever to ccafe their outcries about the JicCQ* 
tiouiiiefs, infolence, and danger of a flgnding aimy. 

But, not tQ fink into levity Mnwonhy of this afTembry, may I be 
permitted to hint that thefe arts of protraSing our debates, are by no 
means canfillent with the reafons for which we are a^mbled, and that 
\t ii a much better proof, both of ability and integrity, to remove ob- 
jei^ions, than to nife them, and to facilitate, th^Q to r^vd, the bu- 
iinffs of the publick. 

The prcpofJ made at firtl was only to elucidate t law which had 
bcFD re f>ijiarly obfervcd for f.fcy years, and to iremove fuch ambiguiticf 
l& icniied only to c-rbarrafs the inn-bolders, not to relieve them. 

Te this mmj cbjeflions har? ^e^n m^4?t ^^^ 'i'^^ declamation 



A. 1740-1.] MUTIJfY BltL^ ^4;J 

has been employed to dirpUythe hardQiip: of maintaining foldiere, 
but no better method has been yet difcovered, nor do I expect that, 
any will be ftarted, not attended with greater difficulties. 

In all political quellions, qiieflions too extenAvc to b,c Tully com- 
prehended by fpeculative reafon, experience is the guide which a wile 
man will follow with the leafl: diltrufl, and it is no trivial recommen- 
dation of the prefent method, that it has been fo long purfucd with- 
out any formidable inconvenience or loud complaints. 

Hardftiips, even when real, are alleviated by long cuftom ; we bear 
any prefent uneafinefs with lefs regret, as we lefs remember the time 
in which we were more happy ; at leail b^ long acquaintance with any 
grievance we gain this advantage, that we Icnow It in its whole ex- 
tent, that it cannot be aggravated by our imagination, and that there 
is no room for fufpeding that any miicry is yet behind more heavy 
than that which we have already borne. 

Such is the prefent Hate of the pradice now recommended to this 
&(Iemblyt a prafiice to which the inn-Iceepers have long fubmilted, 
and found it at leaft tolerable, to which they knew themfelves expofed 
when they took out a licence fw the exercife of that profeffion, and 
which they condder as a tax upon them, to be balanced againft the 
advantages which tbey expert from their employment. 

This tax cannot be denied at prefent to be burthenfome in a very 
uncommon degree, but this weight has not been of long continu- 
ance, and it may bereafonably hoped that it will now be made every 
day lighter. It is indeed true, that no unneceflary impoiitions ought 
to be laid upon the nation even for a day, and if any gentleman caa 
pzopofe a method by which this may be taken off or alleviated, I (halt 
readily comply with his piopofal, and concur in the eflablifhment of 
new regulations. 

"With regard to barracks,! cannot deny that they are juflly names of 
tcrfor to a free nation, that they tend to make an army feem part of 
dur conftitutioo, and may contribute to infufe into the foldiers a dif- 
tegard of their fellow fiibjeAs, and an indifference about tbe liberties 
of their country; but I cannot difcover any coonedion between a pro* 
vifion for the fupport of foldiers in publick-houfcs. In a fiate of con- 
ftant familiarity with their countrymen, and theereflionof barracks, 
by which tbey will be, perhaps for ever, feparated from them, nor 
can difcover any thing in the method- of fuppoiting them now re« 
Z ^ commendei 
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cammended that does not tend rather to the promotion of mutual 
good offices, and the confirmation of friendlhip and benevolence. 
The Advocate Campbell next fpoke, in Tubftance as FjIIows :— 
. Sir, whencetheimpropriet)^orTaifing objefiions to any meafuTes that 
are propofed is imagined to arife I am unable to difcovcr, having hi- 
therto admicied ai an incontrovtrtible opiniori, that it it the duly of 
evcy member of this afl<.-mbjy to deliver, without referve, his fen- 
timents upon any qiieftion which is brought before him, and to ap> 
prore or cenfure according to his convidion. 

If it be his duty. Sir, to condemn what he thinks dangerous or in- 
convenient. It feems by no means contrary to hjs duty, to (how the 
feafon of his cenfure, or to lay before the houfe thofe objL-3ion« 
which he cannot furmount by his own reReSion. It certainTy is not 
ncceflary to admit implicitly all that is aflerted ; xnd to deny, or dif- 
approve without reafon, can be no proof of duty, of of wifdom ; and 
ijow Oiat] it be known, that he. who produces no objcfttons, afis from 
May other motives, than private malevolence, difcontent, or caprice F 
' >JoT is it. Sir, to be imputed as a jufi reafon for cenfure to thofe 
Vrho have oppoled the motion, that no other meafures have been 
offered by thim to the confideration of the committee. It is neceSary 
to dcmoliDi a ufcleli or fhattered edifice, before a firm and habitable 
building can be ereded in its place : the firft ftep to the amendment 
^f B law is to fliow its defeats ; for why fhould any alteration be 
made where no inconvenicncy is difcovered f 

To the chief objeAion that was oiTercd, no anfwer has yet been 
made, nor has thealTemhly been informed how the inn-keeper (halt 
be able to difcover when he has paid the tax which this law lays u poa 
hm. This is inileed a tax of a very particular kind, a tax without 
limits, and to be levied at the difcretion of him for whofe benefit it is 
piid, ' Soldiers quartered upon thcfe terms, are more propbrly raifing 
contributions in an enemy*-* country, than receiving wages in tbctf 
own. 

Is it intended byibia motion, that the inn-keepers (halt judge what 
ought to be allowed the foldier for his money ? 1' do not fee then that 
any alteration is propofed in the prefent condMion of our army ; for 
prbo ba^ ever refiifeci to fell ihem food for ibeir money at the common 
price, or w^iat ncceffity is tfaere (or a law to ertforce a pradice equally 
to the advantage of all parties 7 If it be fr^pofffd that tbe (bl<iiet 
" " " ''■*■■'■ ' ■; •-'•^ ■■■■■• ■ j^^j 
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Iball judge for himrclF, th2t he Ihall fet what value he (hall think £t 
on his own money, and.'th^^t he Ihall be at once the interpTcter and 
executioner of ihii new law, the condition of (he inn-Iccepcr will 
then be Tuch a> no Have in the minet of America can envy^ and fuch 
as he will gladly quit for better treatment under the moEl arbitrary 
and oppr^ffiwe government. 

Nor uill the inTo'ence of the foldier, thus invefted with unlimited 
authority, thus inti:Ied to implicit obedience, and exalted above the 
reft of mankind, by feeing hm claim only bounded by his own mo- 
deration} be confined to hit unhappy landlord. Every gucfi wUl 
become futietS to his intrufion, and the pafienger mufl be' con- 
tent to want his pinner, whenever the lord of the inn fltall like it 
better than his own. 

Thiit thel'e apprehenfions, Sir« are not groundlefs, may be proved 
from the conduQof thcfe men, eveo when the Jxw was not fofavour- 
at>le to their deligns ; Tome of them have already claimed the fole do- 
tninion of the houfes in which they have been quartered, and infulted 
perfoos of very high rank^ and whom our anticnt laws had in- 
tended to fet above tbeinfultsof a turbulent foldier. They havefeen 
the provifions which they had ordered taken away by force, partly 
perhaps to pleafe the appetite of the invader, and partly to gratify his 
infolcnce, and give him an opportunity of boafting among hi* com- 
rades, howfuccefsfully hebluftered. 

If it be neceflary. Sir, to inferl a new claufe in the a.& to prevent 
lawfuits, which, however advantageous they may fometimes be to 
me, I fliall always be ready SD obviate, it is furely proper to limit 
the claim of one party as well as that of the other, for how elfe is the 
ambiguity taken away i The difficulty may be indeed transferred, but 
^ by no means removed, and the inn-kccper mufl wholly repofc 
' faimfelf upon the lenity and juftice of the fuldier, or apply to the 
courts of law for the interpretation of the *&. 

The queftioR between us is faid to be fo free from perplexity, that 
it can fcarcely give occafioR for harangues or difputations ; and indeed 
it cannot but be allowed, that the controvcrfy may foon be brought 
to a tingle point, and I think nothing more is neccfTary than to en- 
quire, if inn-holders fliall be obliged' to provide vifluals fijr fuidiers 
at a Hated price, what, and how much the foldier thall demand. 
Thf power of raifine mooey st pkafiiie, ha& been hithetto de- 
nied 
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nicd to our kings, and furcly we ought not to place that confidence 
in the towefl, that has been refufed to the ,mo(t exalted of mankind, 
or invcfl our foldicrs with power^ which neither the moft warlike 
of our monarchs could conltrain us, nor the moft popular allure us 
to grant. 

The power now propofcd to be granted, is nothing left than the 
power orieyying money, or what is exaflly equivalent, the power 
of ratfing the money in their own hands, to any imaginary value. 
A fotdier may, if thi« motion be complied with, demand for a pen- 
ny,! what another man mu(l purchafe at forty times that price. 
While this is the Hate of our property, it is furcly not very neceflarr 
to raife armies for the defence of it ; for why fhould we preferve it 
from one enemy only to throw it into the hands of another^ equally 
rapacious, equally mercilefs, and only d ill inguilhed from foreign in- 
vaders by this circumftance, that he received from our own bands the 
auihority by which he plunders us. t * ■ 

Having thus evinced the necelSty of determining the foldiers pri- 
vileges, and the iun-kcepers rights, I think it neccflary to recom- 
mend to this adcmbly an uncommon degree of attention to the re- 
gulation of our military ellablifhment, which is become not only 
more burthenfome to our fellow fubje£ls by the prefent famine, but 
by the encreafe of our forces j an encreafc whjch the nation will 
not behold without impatience, unlets they be enabled to difccrn for 
whai end they have been raifed. 

The people of this nation are for very jud reafons drfplcafed, evca 
with the appearance of a {landing army, and furcly it is not prudent 
to exafpetate them, by augmenting the troops in a year of famine, 
and giving tbcm at the fame time new powers of extortion and op- 
prefTion. 

Mr. WiNNiNGTOH fpoke to this purpofe :— Sir, I have heart} 
nnthtng in this debate, but doubts and objections, which afK^rd ito 
real information, nor tend to the alleviation of thofe grievances, 
which are fo loudly lamented,' 

It is not fufficicnt to point otit inconveniences, or to give ftrileing 
reprefentations of the hardlhips to which the people are expofed ; 
for unlefj Tome better expedient can be propofed, or Tome method 
difcovered by which we may receive the benefits, without fuffcnng 
ihe diladvaniages of the piefeat pia^ce» how does it appear that 

thefts 

U.,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIC 



A. 1740-1.] MUTINY Bllt. 347 

there hardOiips, faonrever (evere, tre not infeparabte from our pre- 
fent condition^ and fuch at can only be removed, bjr cxpoGng our- 
fclves to more formidable evils I 

As no Tcmedy, Sir, has been propoCed hy tbofe who appear di/Huif- 
iied with the prefent cuftom, it ia reafonable to imagine that none 
will be caTdy difcovered ; and therefore I cannot but think it reafon- 
able that the motion Ihould be compiled with, fie it no new im- 
polition is intended, nor any thing more than the cftablifliment of 
a prance which hai continued for more than fifty years, and never, 
except on two occafiona, been denied to be legal. It if only pro* 
pofed that the fenate Ihould confirm that interpretation of the zSt 
which has been ilmoft univerfally received, that tbey Ihould do whac 
can prdduce no difturbmce, becaufe it will make no alterations, 
but may prevent them ; becaule it may prevent any attempts of in- 
novation, or diverfity of opinions. 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next to the following eSeQ : — Sir, whe- 
ther the intepretaiiooof the ad which is now contended for, has 
been univerfally admitted, it isimpoffible toknow,but it is at Icaft cer- 
tain, that the practice which is founded upon it, hat in many places 
never been followed, nor indeed can it be made general without 
great impropriety. 

Many of thofe. Sir, who are fliled keepers of pubUck houfes, 
and on whom foldiers arc quartered under that denomination, have 
no conveniency of furniOiing provifions, becaufe they never fell 
them i fuch are many of the keepers of livery-flables, among whom 
it is the commoD method to pay foldiers a fmall weekly allowance, 
inilead of lodging them in their boufcs, a lodging being all which 
tbey conceive ihcmfclves obliged to provide, and all that the foldiers 
have hitherto rc<|uircd 1 nor can we make any alteration in this me> 
thod without jotroducing the licence and infolence of foldiers into 
private boufcs ; into houfes hitherto unacquainted with any degree 
of riot, incivility, or uproar. 

The reafon for which publick houfes arc alEgned for the quarters 
cS Ibldiers, is partly the greater conveniency of accommodating 
them in families that fubfift by the eniertaininent of Itrangcrs, and 
partly the nature of their profclSon, which by expoGng them to fre- 
quent encounters with the rude and the debauched, enables tbeoi 
f ithcr to bea( or leprcft the infolcon of a foldier. 

But 
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But with Ttg^Ti, Sir, to the peribns whom I have mentioBed, 
ticuber of thefc reafons have any place ; they have not, from their 
daity employment, any opportunities of fuinilhing foldiers with 
beds or visuals, nor by their manner of life are adapted to fupport 
intcufion or ftruggle'with perverfenefs. Nor Can I dtfcover whyznj 
mJn fhould force foldiers into their houfesj who would not wiUinglj 
admit them into his own. 

Mr. Cocks fpoke to this effeQ I— Sir» the pra^ice mentioned hy 
the honourable gentleman, I know to be generally followed by all 
thofe that Veep alehoufes in the fuburbs of this metropolis, who pay 
the foldiers billetted on them a compofition for their lodging, nor 
ever lee them but when they come to receive it ; fo far are they from 
imagining that they can dlaim their whole fublillence at any ftaced 
price. 

It is apparent, therefore, that by admitting this motion, we fboald 
not confirm a law already received, bat cllablilh a new regulation 
unknown to the people ; that we fhoutd lay a tux upon the nation, 
and fend our foldiers to collect it. 

General Wadb rofe, and fpolce to this purpofe ; — Sir, I have bcea 
long converfant with military afBirs, and therefore may perhaps be 
able to give a more exa£l account from my own knowledge of the 
antiquity and extent of this ptaflice, than other gentlemen have 
had, ftom their way of life, an opportunity of obtaining. 

It was, Sir, in the reign of king William, the conftant method 
by which the army was fupponed, as may be eaiily imagined by 
ihofe who reflefl, that it was common for the foldiers to remain for 
eight or ten months unpaid, and that they bad therefore no poffibi- 
lily of providing for themfclves the neceflariei of life. Their pay 
never was received in thofe times by themfelves, but tfltied in ex- 
chequer bills for large fums, which the inn-keepers procured to bo 
exchanged and divided among themfelves, in proponipn to their 
debts. 

Such wa& the prafitce. Sir, in that leign, which has been gene- 
rally followed to this time, and the rates then fixed have notfince 
been changed ; and as no inconveniency has arifen &om this method, 
1 can difcover no reafon againd conhrming and continuing it. 

Mr. PuLTEKEv fpoke next, in the manner following: — Sir, 
thofe that have fpokca io defence cf the motion, have accufcd theip 

Qj^aepn 
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opponents, with great confidence, of declaiming without arguments, 
snd of waiting the time of the feffions in a ufelefs repetition of 
ol^edions: 

I do not indeed wonder that the objedions which have been raifed 
(hould have given fome difguft, for who can be picafed with hearing 
his opponent produce arguments which he cannot anfwer? Buc 
fately the repetitions may be excufed ; for an obje^ion is to be 
urged in every debate till it is anfwered, or is difcoveied to be ub- 
aofwerable. 

But what, Sir, have thofe urged In defence of their own opinions, 
who fo freely animadvert upon the rcafonings of others ? What 
proofs, Sir, have they given of the fuperiority of their own abilities, 
of the depth of their refearches, or the acutenefs of their penetra- 
tion? 

They have not produced one argument in favour of their motton, 
but that it is founded on cuftom ; they have not difcovered, how- 
ever wile and fagacious, thai it is always nccefliiry to enquire whe- 
ther a cuftom be good or bad j for furely without fuch enquiry n<» 
cuftom ought to be conJtrmed. 

The motion which they would fupport, is indeed ufelefs in cither 
cafe, for a good cuftom will continue of itfelf, and one that is bad 
ought not to be continued, 'it is'thehulinefs of thelegiflature to re- 
form abufcs, and eradicate corruptions, not to give them new . 
flrength by the |^n£tion of a law. ' 

tt has been urged. Sir, that the law in reality exifls already ; 
that the ziX has been interpreted in this fenfe by the attorney ge- 
neral} and that his interpretation is generally received. This is then 
the ftate of the queltton : if the practice, founded upon this fenfe . 
of the a£t, generally prevails, there is no need of a new claufe (o 
enforce what ii already complied with; if it docs nor prevail, all 
that has been urged in defence of the motion falls to the ground. 

I do not doubt, Sir, that this cuftom has been received without 
many exceptions, and therefore think it ought ftill to remain a 
cuftom, rather than be changed into a law, becaufe it will be com- 
plied with as a cuftom, where there are no obltacles to' the obfer* 
vation of it ; and it ought not to be enforced by law, vben it it 
inconvenient and oppreffivc. 

While the foMier, Sii*, is moderate in his demands, and peaceable 
and modeft in fait behavjtnir, the inii'kceper will chearfully furoilh 
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him even more than he can afford at the fiated price • and certainly 
rudencrs, infolence, and unreafonaWe expc^htions, may jufily be 
purtifhcd by the foifeiturc of Tome conveniencics. . Thus, Sir, the 
inn-keeper will prefcrve Tome degree of auihorlty in his own houfe, 
a place where the laws of nature give every man dominion, and 
the foldier wilt continue a regular and inotFenRve member of civil 
fociety. 

The abfurdity of leaving the foldier at large in hia demands, and 
limiting the price which the inn-keeper is to require, ha been already 
cxpofed beyond the poffibility of reply; nor indeed hat the leaft at- 
tempt been made to Lovilidate this (^edioaj for it has been paSed 
in filcnce by thofe who have mofl zealoufly cfiKiufed the motion. 

The account gi?cn by the honourable gentleman of the reafon fqfr 
which this regulation was firft introduced in the reign of king Wil- 
liam* is undoubtedly jull I but it provet^ Sir* that there is no nc- 
ceffiiy of continuing it; for thefoldiers are now conftantly paid, and 
therefore need not that abidance from the inn-keeper, which .was 
abfolutcly requifite when they were fbmetimes Gx. months without 
money. 

It has heea urged* Sir* with great importunity and vehemence* 
that fome expedient flioald be propofed in the place of this, which ib 
many gentlem e n who have fpcAen on this occafioo feem inclined to 
tejed, and which indeed cannot be mentioned without contempt or 
abhorrence. That the feldiers Oiould know as well as their landlord 
their owa rights, is undoBbtedly juft, as well as that they fbould have 
fome certain means of pttKuring the neccflarie* of life ; it may there- 
fore he prtqier to eaa^ that the inn-keeper ihall either furnifli them 
with diet at the eftabliflied rates* or permit ihem to drefs the viduals 
which they ihall buy for themfelves, with his fire and utenfils, and 
allow tiiem candlet* fait* vi^gar, and pepper. By this method the 
Ibldicrs can never be much injured by the incivilitr of their landloid, 
nor can the inn-keeper be fubje&d to arbitrary demands. The fol- 
dier w31 ftiJI gain* by deeency and hunanity, greater convenicnciea 
than he can procure for himlelf by his pay alone, and all opportunities 
of oppteSon. on either fide will in a great meafure be taken away. 

I cannot but exprefs my hopes that this method will be generally 

approved. Thofe that hive oppofed the eftabliJhoKnt of an arny 

.will be pka&d to fee it made lefs grievous to the people ; and thofe 

that have declared la its favour* ought furely to adopt without oppo- 

< ~ Jiiion, 
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fition, any meafilrei, by the purfijit of vrhich it may ho borne with 
fieirer complsiints and \t(i reluAance. 

£Tbe confidentioo al ttiu quaitiofi was deferred, and tbe chair- 
man having movnl for leava to fit again, it wai refolved to pro- 
ceed on this bufinefs upon the next day but one, it a committee 
of the whole houb. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Martb 15, 1740-1, 

ffSr wAr rfthiJaj hmg riadfir tbe btufi te rifeh* itjilfint* a tommiua 
»f At Vibelt btufit to ctnfidtr tin bill far punifi'nig mutiny and dijtrt'tm^ 
^ud tbe tetter paying the armf tfud tbtir quarters^ 

Sir WitLiAM YoNCE rpoke in fubflancc as follows:— Sir, the 
laft day which wa* affigncd to the confideratlon of this bill, was fpcnt 
in long altercations, in vague and unneccllary difqulGtions, in retro- 
fpeSire teflcdions upon events long paft, and in aggravatlDg of grie- 
vances that may never happen ; much fagacity was exerted, and much 
eloquence difptayed, but no determination was attained, nor even 
that expedient examined, by which thofc objei3i6ns might be removed 
which appeared fo important, or thofe dangers obviated which were 
reprefcnted To formidable and fo near. 

I hope, Sir, part of the time which has intervened between that 
debate and the' prcfent day, has been employed by the gentle- 
men, whofc fcruples were To numerous, and whofe caution is fa vi- 
gilant, in contriving fome methods of maintaining the army without 
oppreffing the viduallers, and of providing for our defence againS 
foreign enemies without fubjedlng us to tbe evils of difcontent and 
difaffeflion, which they impute to the prcfent ftace of the military 
edablilhment. 

To objcd for ever and to advance nothing, is an eafy method of 
difputation upon any queftion, but contributes very little to the in- 
creafe of knowledge: an artful and acute obje£tor may confound, 
and darken, and diftutb, but never aJSflt enquiry, or illullratcs 
truth, 

la 
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In political queftions. Sir, ic u ftHI more eafy and lefs ingenaoui $ 
lor all political meafures arc in fome degree right and wrong m the 
fune time : to benefit fome they verj frequently bear hard upon 
others, and are therefore only to be approved or rejeded as adran- 
t^es appear to over-balance the inconvenienciei, or the inconVcni* 
cncics to out-weigh the advantages. 

It 11, Sir, the proper province of a fcnator to promote, not t6 ob- 
ftni£l the publick couafelsi and when he declares his difapprobation 
of any expedient, to endeavour to fubfiitule a. better : for how can 
be be fald to fuftain his part of the general burthen of publick affairi* 
who lays others under ihe necelSty of f<yrming every plan, and in- 
lenting every expedient, and conlenta himfelf with only ceofuriDg 
what he never endeavours to amend f 

That every man, who is called forth by his country to lit here at 
the guardian of the publick happinefs, is obliged, by tbenati/rcof 
bis office, to propofe in this aflembly whatever his penetration or ex- 
perience may fuggeft to him as advantageous to the nation, I doubt 
not but all that hear me are fufltciently convinced j and therefore 
cannot but fuppofe that they have fo far attended to their duty, as ta 
be able to inform us how the prefent inconveniencics of this bill may 
be remedied, and ixs defeCls fupplied. 

Xo fliew. Sir, at lead my incHnati m to expedite an affair (a im- 
portant, Ifhalllay before the houfe ag amendment that I have made 
to the claufe, purfuant to a hint oScred the Ull day by an honour- 
able member, That all I'm-hoIJeri^ vi£lual/iri, i^e. Jball tt thSgtd ti 
furmjb plditn wlhfall, vinegars/mail har^ caitdlei, firt, anduttnfiU t» 
drtfi their vtiiuats, and fa doing JbaU nat he ahliged tt fupplj the tratfi 
Viith fTOviJionSy except an a march. 

I am far. Sir, from tbinlcing the claufe, as it will lfan<^ after this 
amendment, compleat and unexcepiionable, being ctinlbious that 
fome articles in ic may require explanation. The quantity of fmatl 
beer to be allowed to each foldier mull necefliirlly' be afcerfaincd in 
order to prevent endlefs and indeterminable difpules; for one man. 
Sir, may demand a greater q'uantity than another, and a than may be 
promptedby malice or wantonnefs to demand more than health re- 
quiresj it will therefore be proper to limit the quantity which muft 
be furnilhed, that neither the foldier may fuffer by the avarice of 
bis landlord, nor the laodloid bcopprefTed by the gluHony of tb« 
ioUier. 

*ili 
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With re^rd to tbis quellion. Sir, I expciflto Bai iiffenat opi> 
nions rij this aflembly, which every matt is at liberty to offer atid to 
viiulicate: and I fliall take this opportunityof propofingon my part, 
that every man may have a daily allowance of thtee quarta. One 
quart to each meal may be allowed in my opinion to bs fufficient, and 
fure no gentleman can imagine that by tbis limitation much Tupcn 
fluity is indulged. 

There are fome parts, Sir, of thU kingdom, in which cyder Is 
more plentiful, and cheaper than fmall becrt confequemly it may bt 
for the eare of the vi^ualler to have the choice allowed him of fur- 
nifiiing one or the other; it will therefore be a very proper additioa 
to this claafe, that the inn-keepers fliall allow the foldier every day 
three quarts of either fmall beer or cyder. 

That penal fanflionS, Sir, are eflential to la«s, and that Qo man will 
fdbmit to any regulations inconvenienttohimfdf, but that hemay avoid 
fome heavier evil, requires not to be proved } and therefore to comi 
pleu this claufc, I propofe that the viftualler who fliall neglc3 or re-> 
fufe to obfcrve U iball be fubj«£t to fome fine for his non-com'> 
pliance. ' 

Mr. Pblham fpoke to this eSieO. : —Sir, I cannot omit this oppor* 
tuoity of .obfetving how much the bi|rthen of ihe army is diminiflied 
by the judicious regulations invariably obferved in the late reigns* 
and how little the a&gnmeiit of troops is to be dreaded by the 
vi^aller. 

(n the reign of king-William, Sir, before funds were eltabliflied» 
while the credit of the government was low* the meafures of the 
. cojit were often obviated or defeated by the fuperiorityof the dif— 
contented party, and the fupplies denied which were neceflary to 
fupport them, and in expeflation of which they had bees undertaken* 
it was not uncommon for the towns in which the troops were Ra- 
tioned, to murmur at their guefts) nor could they be charged with 
complaining without juA reafons; for to quarter foldiera upon a 
lioufe, was in thole days little lefa than to fend uoopt to live at 
difcretion. 

As all fuppties, Str> were then occaiional and temporary, and no* 
thing was granted but' for the prefent exigence, the prevalence of 
the oppofition &r a fingle fcffion embarraOcd all t^e meafures of the 
court in the bigheft degree, their defigiu werf at a fland, the forcd> 
..Vol. I. A a w«« 
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were unpaid, and they were obliged to wait till anotfaer feffion for m 
opportunity of profecuting their fchemcs. 

Thus, Sir, the foldienwereromctinies fivemonths without tbeir psiy» 
and were necellarily fupported by the inn-lcccper at his own expcnce^ 
with bow much rclu^lance amd difcontcnt 1 need not mention. It 
cannot but be immediately confidered, upon hearing this account of 
the foldier's condition, with how many reproaches be would receive 
bis visuals, how roughly he would be treated, bow often be would 
be intuited ai an idler, and frowned upon as ah intruder. Nor can 
it be imagined that fuch atFronts, however they might be provoked, 
would be borne without return, by thofe who knew themfelres not 
the authotk of the provocation, and who thought themfelres equal 
fuffcrers with thofe who complained. When the inn-keeper grtiwled 
at the foldier, the foldier, it may be fuppofed, feldom failed to 
threaten or to plunder the inn-keeper, and to rife in hit demands a» 
his allowance was retrenched. 

Thus, Sir, the landlord and his gueft were the conftant enemies 
of each other, and fpent their lives in mutual complaints, injuries, and 
- infults. 

But by the prefent regularity of our military eftablifliment, this 
great evil is taken away } as the foldier requires no credit of the vidu- 
aller, he is confidered as no great Incumbrance en his trade, and being 
treated without indignities, like any other member of the commumty, 
he -inhabits his quarters without violence, infolence, or rapacity, 
and endeavours to recommend himfelf by oScioufncfs and civility. 

In the prefent method of payment, Sir, the troops have always 
one month's pay advanced, and receive their regular allowance on 
the ftated day i fo that every man has it in his power to pay his land- 
lord every night for what he has had in tiie day ; or if be ima- 
gines himfelf able to procure his own proviHons at more advantj^e, 
he can now go to jnarket with his own money. 

It appears therefore to me. Sir, that the amendment now propoAd 
Is the proper mean between the different interefh of the inn-keeper 
and foldier, by which neither it m^c the Have of the Other, and by' 
which we fitall leave to both opportuiiities of kindnefs, but take from 
them the power of opprdffion. 

Mr. Cakbw next fpoke as follows: — Sir, the amendment now 
offered is not, in my opinion, fo unreafohablfi or unequitable as to 

dnaand 
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demafxl a warm and Itrenuout oppofition, nor To compleat as not to bs 
Aibjed to fome objcClions; objedions which, however, may be cafiiy 
removed) and which would perhaps have been obviated, bad thejr 
bflcn fbrefcen hj the gentleman who propofed it. 

Thb allowance. Sir, of fniall liquors propored, I cannot but 
think more than rulficient ; three quarts a day arc furely more than 
the demands of nature make neceflary, and I know not why the 
legillature Ihould promote, or confirm in the fuldlcry, a vice to which 
tbcy are ab-eady too much inclined, the habit of tipling. 

The inn-keeper, Sir, will be heavily burtbei;eJby the obligation 
to fupply the foUier with fa many of the neccH'aries of life with- 
ont'paymcnt, and therefore it may-be juBIy expelled by him, that 
no fuperfluities fliould be enjoyed at his expcnce. 

But there remains another objedTion, Sir, of ht more importance, 
and which rauft be removed before this claufe can be rcafonably palT- 
ed into a law. It is not declared, or not with fufficient perfpicuiiy, 
that it is to be left to the choice of the inn-keeper, whether he will 
furnifh the ibidicr with provifionsat four pence a day, or wiih the 
neccflaries enumerated in the ctaufe for nothing. If h is to be left 
to the choice of the foldier, the vidualler receives no relief from 
the amendment, to whore option, fince he mud fufFer in either cafe, 
it bugbt to be referred, becaufe he only can tell by which method 
be fliall fufler teaR. 

Mr. Cornwall fpokc in the manner following: — Sir, it is not. 
without the greateft diGBdeiicc that I rife to oppofe the gentleman, 
who oflered the amendment, for his abilities are fo far fuperior to 
oiine, that I objedt without hope of being able to fupport my ob* 
jefiion, and contend with an abfoiute certainly of being ovetcomr. 
1 know not whether it may be allowed me to obferve, thnt the dif- 
ference between our faculties is with regard to ftrength and quick- 
nefs, the fame as between the cyder of his country and that of mine, 
_ except that in one part of the parallel the advantage is on our fide, 
and in the other on his. 

The cyder. Sir, Of our county is one of our mofl valuable com- 
modities, lb much efteemed in diltant places, that our merchanu 
often fell it by the bottle, ft>r mote than the foldier lias to give for 
the provifion of a day, and of fuch ftrength, tbat I, who am accuf- 
tomed to the life of if, never was able to dii|ik three quarts in any 
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If therefore, Sir, the foldicr it to have three quarts of this cyder, 
when fmall beer is not eafity to be procured^ not only the inn-keeper, 
but the army will be injured } for what greater harm can be done 
to any man, than to initiate himin a habit of intemperance i and 
what outrages and infolencies may not be expefled from men truftcd 
with fwoi6f, and kept from day to day, and from month to month, 
in habitual drunlcenQefs by a decree of the lenate i 

Sir WilliamYonge replied to this purpofc; — Sir, I know not why ' 
the gentleman ha$ thought this a proper opportunity for difplaying 
his eloquence in the prajfe of his own cyder. That he loves bis 
own county cannot be wondered, for no palSon is more univetTal, 
and few Icfs to be cenfured ; but he is not to imagine that the pro- 
duce of his native foil will be generally allowed to excel that of other 
counties, bccaufeeaily habits have endeared it to him, and familia- 
rifed i[ to his particular pahte. 

The natives of every place prefer their own fruits aud their own 
liquor, and therefore no inti:rence can be drawn from approbation 
To apparently partial. From this prejudice I am far from fufpcfiiag 
myfclf free, nor am defirous or induflriout to overcome it : neither, 
am I afraid of expodng myfelf to all the cenfure that lb innocent a 
prepoHelTion may bring upon me, by declaring, that, in my opinion^ 
the cyder of ray native county is of equal excellence with that which , 
this gentleman has fo liberally extolled. 

Mr. Cornwall anfwered to the following eff^cl;— Sir, bow 
little I expert vifiory in this controverfy I have already declared, and 
I need not pbferve of bow fmall importance it is what foil produces 
cyder of thegreateft excellence and value, fince if thci;e be other 
places where the cyder is equally efteepied, and ptirchafed at the 
fame rate, it is yet more nccelTary to provide by fome exception,., 
that the foldier fball not be intitled to demand, of the vi^ualler*. 
liquor to more than thrice the value of his pay, nor be allowed to 
revel in continual dtunkennefs, and to corrupt his morals, and ener- 
vate his limbs by incefljint debauchery. 

But ftncc, Sir, the preference due to the cyder of my county has 
been denied, in my opinion, with great partiality and iniuflice, I 
think myfelf obliged, by all the laws pf honour and gratimde, to 
flajid up once more to vindicate its iupcriority, and dTert its v<>lue. 
, The laws of honour. Sir, require this froi;».mc,.as |hcy oblige 
ever) man to ftand forth a viodicator of merit flighted and qppr^ffed i. 
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and gratitude calls loudly upon me to exert myfelf in the protefiion 
of that to which I have been often indebted for a pleafing fufpenife 
of care, and a welcome flow of fpirit and gaiety. 

The cyder, Sr, which I am now refcuing from contemptuouj 
comparifons, has often exhilarated my fecial hours, enlivened the 
freedom of converfation, and improved the tendernefs of friendfliip, 
and fliall not therefore now want a puiegyrift. It is one of thofe 
few fubje^ on which an encomiail may expatiate without deviating 
from the truth. 

Would the honourable gentleman. Sir, who has thus vilified this 
wonder-working nedar, but honour my table with hit company, he 
would quickly he forced to retraft his cenfurcs, and, as many of 
his countrymen hare done, confefa that nothing equal to it is pro* 
duced in any other part of the globe, nor will this confeffion be the 
eSed of his regard to politenefs, but of his adherence to truth. 

Of liquor like this. Sir, two quarts is undoubtedly fufficient for 
a daily allowance, in the lieu of fmall beer, nor ought even that to 
be determined by the choice of the foldier, but of the inn-keeper, 
for whole benefit this claufe is faid to be inferted, and from whofc 
grievances I hope we {ball not fuffer our attention to be diverted 
by any incidental queftions, or ludicrous difputcs, 

Mr. Gore then fpoke to the following efftfl :-^Sir, that the al- 
lowaiKe of two quarts a day is fufficient, and that to demand more 
is a wanton indulgence of appetite, is experimentally known, and 
therefore no more ought to be impofed upon the inn-keeper. 

Nor is this. Sir, the only part of the claufe that requires our 
confideiation, for fome of the other particulars to be provided by 
the viiflualler, may eafily furniOi pervcrfe tempers with an oppor- 
tunity of wrangling : vinegar is not to be had in every part of the 
kingdom, arid where it cannot be procured, ought not to be re- 
quired ; for neither reafon nor experience will inform us that vi- 
negar ought to be ranked among the neceffaries of life. 

Sir William Yonge made the following reply : — Sir, by the 
alteration now made in the claufe, the inn-keepers arc efFeilually 
relieved from a great part of the burthen which, in my opinion, 
this a3 has hitherto laid upon them; the neceScy of furnilhing the 
foldiers quartered upon them with provifions at the Rated price, 
'whatever might be the fcarcity of the feafon or of the country. That 
this Was the intention of the i£t, is affertcd b; thofc whole reputa- 
Aa 3, lion 
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tion tni promotion are ruScicnt evidences of their ability io rhe 
inrerprerarioii of our laws. 

The inn-keeper may now either accept or rcfuTe the limited price, 
as it flial) appear to him mo[t confilEeut with his intercft; tior will 
there be for the future any room for muroiuring at unrearonable de- 
mands, fincc he may oblige that foldier whom he cannot fatisfy, to 
ple^fc himfelf better at his owa expence. 

Tlte choice of the liquor is likewife whoily referred to the inn- 
keeper; for the words in the claufe requiring that he flull furnifh 
three quarts of fmall beer or cyder, he complies indifputably wiA 
the law by fupplyin^ either ; and therefore the value of cyd^r in any 
particular county is not of much importance in the queftion before 
us ; if cyder be more valuable than fnaall beer, it may be with-bcld; 
if it be cheaper, it may be fubHituted in its place ; fo that the inn- 
keeper has nothing to confult but his own intcrcl):. 

That this is the meaning of the claufe, is, I fuppofe* obvloui to 
, every man that hears It read, and therefore I fee no reafonfor any 
alterations, becapfe [ know not any efFe^ which they can polBbly 
have, except that of obfcuring the fenfe which is pow too clear to 
be niiflaken. 

Sir JoHn Barnard fpoke next to the e&e£l following : —Sjri 
though it ftioultj be granted, that the claufe befijre us is igtell^ble 
to every member of this aHembly, it will not certainly follow, that 
there is no neceflity of further elucidations j for a law very eafily 
undcrdood by thofe who make it, may he obfcure to other* who 
are lefs acquainud with our general intention, le& £kille4 in the nice- 
ties of language, or lefs accuftomed to the fiile of lavs. 

It is to be confidered, that this law will chiefly affect a dafs of 
men very little inllru£led in literature, and very unable to draw inf 
fcrences ; men to whom we often find it neceiTary in common cafet 
to ufe long explanations, and familiar illuftrations, and of whom it 
mSy be not unreafnnably fufpeded, that the fame want of education, 
which makes thein ignorant, may make them pstulant, and at once 
incline them to wrangle, and deprive thcai -of the means ot decid- 
ing their controverfiec. 

That both inn-holders and foldierg are for the grcatcfl part of 
thii rank and temper, I fuppofe. Sir, every gentleman knows froift 
daily obfervation ; gnd therefore it will, 1 hope, be thought neccf- 
liry to defcen4 to ttwr undcrftandings, wad to give them Jaws in 

term* 
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terms of which they will Icnow the meaning ; we fliall otherwife more 
confult the intereft of the lawyers than the inn-holders, and only by 
one alteration produce a neceffity of another. 

I am theieforc de&rous, Sir, that all the difficulties, which have 
been mentioned by every gentleman on this occalion, fhould be re- 
mored by clear, familiar, and determinate exprelBoni ; for what 
they have found difficult, may eafily be to an inn-holder or foldier 
^folutely inexplicable. 

I cannot but declare, while I am fpeaking on this fuhjed, that 
in my opinion, two quarts of liquor will be a fufficient allowance. 
If we confider the demands of nature, more cannot be required j 
if we examine the expence of the inn-holder, he ought not to fupply 
Jbldiers with a greater quantity for nothing. It is to be remembered, 
that fmall beer, lilce other liquors, is charged with an excifc in pub- 
liclc boulet, and that two quarts will probably coft the landlord a 
penny, and as we cannot fuppofe, that 6re, candles, vinegar, (id t, 
pepper, and the ufe of uienfils, and lodging, can be furniflted for 
lefa than three pence a day, every foldier that is quartered upon a 
publick houfe, may be confidered as a tax of fix pound* a year ; 
a heary burthen, which furely ought not to be aggravated by unne- 
ceflary impolitions. 

The committee having gone through the bill, and fettled the' 
amendmenu, the chairman was ordered to make his report the 
next day. 
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AforfA 16, 1740-1. 

Tht rtpartwatrtad,anJtbt ammdmeMj ttlbtelaufis in dtiatiywmcb 

tbm ran thus : ' 

TT>al tbt tffictrt and fddiin n bt ftuittrrd and hiUtttd at afirifaid, 

Jhall it reaivtd, andfumifiitd tuiibditt and /mall biir by tbe owntrs 

»f tbi iims, Svtry JiMtty alt baufit, viatmllii^ btujttt i^t. paf~ 

tng and alUviingftr tbifamt tbtfivtral ratit rntntiintd. 

provided^ that tit tafi tbt imi'btldtr »n vibtm anj ntn'tsmmiffim 

tffctrnr/Mtrifitillbt juartirtd bj virtMt ^ tbii a& (t»itpttn» 
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marth) Jhtill hi J'Jinui to fumijhfueh affiirt pr f tidier % viith tam- 
dleSf vinegfir, and fall, and wilb iithir fmoH bttr »r ejdtr, not tx- 
tetding three quarts fir each man fi day graiis, and to alioiv them tbt 
njet/ fi'e, and the necejfarj m:nfiis fer dr effing and tatlngthe'tr meat, 
endfljallgtVt notice »/ fuck ^'n dejire it tbt cammtmding effieersy and 
Jhall ftirnljh and allow them ihi fame aaerdingly ; thin, andinfueb 
tafe the tton-eommijjicn officer 1 and filditn fi quartered fi>aU fr»- 
Vidt their nun viilua/t, and tbt offiier to vihim it belongs ta reuivt, 
fr that dteiailuallj rtctive the pay and fuhji/lence of fuch noa-tun- 
miffion cfficen andfoldlers, Jhall pay tht ftvtral ju^u, payable ait af 
the fubjijleace-momy for diet and fmall beer, it the non-ammij/i^ 
officers andfoldiirs afarefatdy and ml to the inn-bolder er ether frr- 
Jon ftf v^hqmfuch ntn-cemmiffiH offceri or fgldiers are quartered. 

The quctlion b«ing put whether ibis cUufe {hould ftaot} thut, 

Mr. Carbw fpoLe to (his tSuR :— Sir, though it mfy perhaps be 
jillowed, that the drcumAai)cei of our prefent fituation oblige 119 to 
fupport 2 more numerous army in former years, furely 00 argu- 
tneot can be drawn from them that can Ibow the neceiCty of a pro- 
fufe allowance to our foldiers, or of gratifying their defirei by tfag 
opprcflionof the inn-hoMers. 

If, Sir, the, icfigns of our enemies arc fo malicious, and their 
power fo formidable, as to demand augmentations of our troops and 
additions to our natural fecurltics, they aught furety to imprefs upon 
tis the neccOhy of /lu^fiicafures, tbw ))0 uielefs burthens may be 
impofcd upon the people. 

To furatfli two quarts of beer. Sir, every day for iiothing, is un- 
doubtedly an impolition funVciciiily grievous, and 1 can therefore 
dlfcovcr no reafoii for which an allowance of three (hould be efta- 
bliflied I a propofal injurious to the viiStualler, becatife it exa&s more 
tKaf he pan afFord to allow, and of no \Kbe&l tC tb« f<4dier, bccaufe 
{[ ofFers him more than he can want. 

Sir William YDNG£.rpQkenext to this purppA : — Sir, if it is an 
inHance of mifcondud to Ipend upob any a|Fair mo^e time than the 
importance of it defcrvps, I »0> afrajd that th^cljiufe to wbich our 
attention is now recalled may espafe'us to ^cn/urc, and tb^c ^f Ri^y 
' be charged with negl«5tu>(t- weighty controvcrfiei, and i^aiio^al queft 
tionS} tp detr^tf itpon mflcs j of vrafling Ofir fjfiinV u^u fubje^s un- 
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worthy .of contention ; of defeating tboexpcaaticmipf thepdMick; 
and diverting our enemies rather than oppofmg them. 

^ut, £ir, as nothing has.9 more immediate tendcncfto the fecuritf 
of the nation than a proper eftabliOiinent of pur forces, and tlie rc« 
gulaiion of their quarters is one oT (he mod ncc^ryand difficult 
parts of the cft^HQimeot; it ti requiflte that w«thinknoqu«IKDa 
of this kind too trivial for our coRfidcration, fince ?ery datrgeroin 
difturbances have often been produced by petty difputes, 

Thej]uantity, Sir, of fmall beer to be allowed by the v^fiaxNiyto 
thofc foldieis who Qiall provide their own visuals, was dtTpAed 
yellerday, and as I thought agreed upon j but fmoe this tpitltion 11 
revivqdj I mull lakq the opportunity to declare that we Olight not to 
affign Icfs than three quarts a day to. each man { for it b tolie re- 
Qiemtiered hy thpfe who cftinute the demands by their own, how 
much their way of ]ife is different from that of a common fbldier, 
and how little he can be charged* with wantonneTs and fuperflnity, fcr 
drinking more fmall liquor than themfblvej. 

There are few members of this bonis, 'who do not, more tbu 
once a day, drink tea, coffee, chocolate, orlbme odier cooling and 
diluting infuCon ; delicacies which ibe foldler cannot purcbafe, to 
which be is entirely allranger, and of' which the place nufi bs fup- 
plied by fome other cheap and wholefome liquon. 

If, Sir, thofe gentlemen whofedofe attention to tbeintertll of A* 
inn-holder has perhaps abftra<Aed them, in fome degree, fma tmy 
regard to the*neceffities of a foldier, w^l confent to allow bin five 
pints a day, I fliall contend no longer ; for though 1 cannot agree 
that it is a fuQicient proyifion, yet, la other gentlemen^ equally 
ablf to jiidge in this fubje£t with mylelf, are of a dIfFeienc opinioD^ 
I (hall Ihow my regard for their fentineots by defiding from op- 
pofitlon. 

I.ord Baltimore fpoke in fubftanoe as follows :•— Sir, I anhnoQ 
vUe to ctifcover any necefEiy of compromifmg ihii debate, by taking 
tbe mean between the two dif^rent opinions, or for denying to the 
fbtdiers what every labourer or farvlng-man would murmur to beta* 
fufed for a ftngle day. 

I bclici-e. Sir, every gentleman, whoexanwn** tbeexpeticeof bit 
fiiailly, wilt find that each of his JjEryanu confui«cs daily at leaft 
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three quarts of fmall'beer, and fareljr it it not to be itquired that a 
Ibldier Ibould live in a perpetual ftate of war with bis conftitotioa, 
and a conAant inability to comply with the calls of nature. 

Gene»I HakdasVo fpoke to the following purpofe: — Sir, the 
inclination fliown by fereral gentlefflcn for a penurious and fcanty 
provifion for the foldiers, muft, in my opinion, proceed fnm an ia- 
*ltteDtiveconJiderationof their pay, and will therefore be removed 
by laying before them an account of his condition, and comparing 
ttta duly pay with his dail^ expences, ' 

The whole pay of a foot foldier. Sir, is Gx pence a day, of wliich 
he is to pay four pence to his landlord for his diet, or, what is very 
nearly the Ijune, to carry four [tcnce daily to ibe market, for wludi 
bow fmall a fupply of provifions he can bring to his quarten, elpecl- 
ally in timp of fcarcity, I need not mention. 

There remain then only two pence. Sir, to be difburfed for 
things not immediately nccefTary for the prefeivauon of ]ife,but which 
no man can want without being dcfpicable to others and burthea- 
foDie to himfclf. Two pence a day is all that a foldier has to lay out 
upon cleanlinefs and decency, and with which he is likewife to keep 
bit anw in order, and to fupply himfelf with Tome part of hit clotuh- 
ing. If, Sir, after thele dedu£lions, be can from two pence a day pro- 
cure himfelf the means of enjoying a few happy momenta in the year 
vith his companions orer a cup of a]c,ts nut his oeconomy much more 
to be envied than his luxury ? Or can it be charged upon him that he 
enjoys more than his fliare of the felicities of life ? I«be to be btir- 
thened with new expences left he Ihoutd hoard up the publick money. 
Stop the circulation of i»io, and thia broker or ufutei with two 
yence a day i 

I have been fo long acquainted. Sir, with the foldier'i charader, 
that I wit) adventure to fecure him from the charge of avarice, and to 
premifc Aat whatever he (ball poITels not neceflJry to life, he will en- 
joy to the advantage of his landlord. , 

Then the Advocate Camfb&i.i> fpoke in fubfianc* as follows:— 
Sir, I am far from intending to oppofe this pcopofal of five pints, 
though, upon a rigorous examination, it might appear more than 
the mere wants of nature require ; for I cannot but declare that this 
queftion has too long engaged the attention of the houfe, and that the 
leprefenutives of a mighty nation befet with euemies,.and encumbered 

, with 
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wiib dtiieulties, Aem to forget their importance and their digoitjr, 
by wnngling (rom day today upon a pint of fmiU-beer. 

t conceive the bill, which we are now conlldering. Sir, not n ■ 
perpetual and ftanding law, to be interwoven with out conftitution, 
or added, to the principle* of our governoient, but aa a temporarjf 
eRablilbmeht for the prefent year ; an expedient to be Iiid afide when 
our affairs ceafe to require it ; an experimental ellay of a new prac* 
tica which tnay be changed or continued according to its Cuccelt. 

Toall«w, Sir, five pints of fmall beer a day to our (bldien for a 
fiogle year, can produce no foimidaUe inconveniency, and may, 
though it ihould not be entirely approved, be of left diGidvantag» 
to the publiclt, than the wafte of another day. 

An alteration was made to five pints inftead of three quarti ; and 
the bill, thus amended, was ordered to be engrofled, and a few 
days afterwards, being read t third time, was paffed, aad oc- 
deted to the Iiords, where it occafioncd no debate. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Jpril lit "74** 

A copy of bis majeflj's/peech leing rtaJ, Mr. CiUTT£RBDCK r<^e, eni 
fpakt atfoUaws:— 

Sir, the prefent confufion in Europe, the known dcfignt of die 
French, the numerous claims to the Auflrian dominions, the amies 
which are levied to fupport them, and theprefentinability of thequeev 
of Hungary to maintain thofe rights which del^cend to her from her 
ancestors, and have been confirmed by all the folemnities of treaties, 
evrdcntty require an uncommon degree of attention in our confulli' 
tions, and of vigour in our proceedings, 

Whatevcrmay be the proFeiGons of the French, their real deligns are 
cafily difcovered* deligns which they have carried on, cither openly, 
or in private, for near a centuryi and which it cannot be expefted 
that Ihey will lay afide, when ihey are fo near to fuccefs. Their view. 
Sir, in all iheir wars and treaties, alliances and intrigucst has been 
the attainment of univcrlal donunioA) the deftrudion of the rigbti 

of 
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pf wiarc; and the AibjeSion sf ill the reft of MttokiliS ; nor bxre 
we any ruTon ib inutgifM that they are cot equally zealotu for tbe 
^•tnotioii of this pernicioiu Ichemoa white they pour troops mco 
(Seniuayi for the KSOtooe of their ally, at When they mftcd Hag- 
dooMs lui cities in aflMi, and plunged million* into sa'tfcry and 
w»n^ ibitboM any other motiTe than the ^ory of their king. 
V fiuttbe French are not the only Dation at this time labouriog for 
ibc Aibmfifln of oar conmon liberties. Our liberties, Sir, ari 
mtangered by ihofe etjudry interdttd with ourfelvei in ttieir prefer- 
v^tlOHf for in what degree foenr any of the princes *h6 are now 
«B(i«a*o«rMg to divide among theoifelres the dduinions of Auftria 
nay be pieafed with the acquifition of netv territories, and an ima- 
ginary increafe of influence and power, it muA be evident to all 
who ate not dazzled by iomediate intereS, that they are only fight- 
ing for France, and that by the deflru^oa of the Aulbian family, 
they muft in a ihort time fdU themfeWes. 

It is well known, Sir, though it is not always remembered, that 
political as weU h iMtiiral gr«atiK& is merely cemparaiire, and that 
be only is a powerful prince, who is more powerful than thofe with 
whom be can have any.cavfe-of coRiention> That prince, there- 
fore, who imagines his power enlarged by a partition of territories, 
which gives him Tome additional proVitKCs, may be at lafi difap- 
pointed in his expectations : for, if this partition gives to another 
prince already greater than himfetf an opportunity of encreafing his 
firength in a degree proportionate to his prefent fuperiority, tbe for- 
mer will foon find, that he has been labouring for nothing, and that 
bis danger is ftUI the fame. 

Such, Sir, is the cafe of the Icing of Pruflia, who, when he has 
over run that part of Germany, to which he now lays claim, will 
only have weakened the houfe of AuAria, without ftrengthening 
bimfelf. 

He is at prefent fccure in the poUeilion of his dominions, becaofe 
neUhei the Audrians would faffer the French, nor the French per- 
mit the AuQrians to encreafe their power by fubduing him. Thus 
while the prefent equipoife of power is maintained, jealoufy and 
caution would always procure him an ally whenever he (hould be at- 
uckedj but when by his aJBiUncc the Auflrian family ibali be ruined, 
who (hall defend him agaicifl the ambition of France? 

While tbe liberties of maakiiul are thus eq^ually endangered b^ 

folly 
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Sdlf and ambition, attacked on one fide, and negledcd on ths othecv. 
it i* nectSiiy for thorc who forefee the calamity that tbieatens thnrsi 
to exert tbemfdves in endeavours to avert it, and to retard tfa^ fwait 
blow, till thofe who are now lulled by the contemplation of privafW 
advantage, canbeavrakened into a juft concern for the general hap-^ 
ploefi of £uiope, and be conx-inced that tbey diemfelveacan-only-bai 
fecurc by uniting in the cauic oClibeny dnd juftice. 

For this realbn. Sir, our fovcreign ha* aflerted the pragmatic &iK)i» 
tion, and promilcd to affift the queen of Hungary with the ferew 
which former treaties have entitled her to demand from bim ^ for tWr 
reafon he faai endeavoured to rouzc the Dutch from their TupiMnoft^ 
and excite them to arm once more for the common fafety, t« iDdnt^ 
date by new augmentations thofe powers whoTe ardour, perhaps, onlf' 
fubfifts upon the confidence that they Ihall not b^ Tcfifted, and to aiii^ 
mate by open declarations in favour of the houfe of Auftria, thofe 
who probably are only hindered from offering their affifiancc, by the 
fsar of (landing alone againft the armies of France. 

That by thii conduit he may expofe bis dominions on the conti- 
nent to invallons, ravages, and the other miferies of war, every one 
who knows their fituation muft readily allow; nor can it be daubi- 
ed by any man who has heard of the power of the Prufiians and French, 
that they may commit great devaftations with very little oppofitton, 
the forces of the electorate not being fufficient to give them battle : 
for though the fortified towns might hold out againft them, thatcon- 
ftderatioD will very little alleviate the concern oftbofe who coitfider 
the nuferies of a nation, whofe enemies ate in pofleffion ofaD the 
open country, and who from theiriamparts feetheir barveftlaid waRe, 
and their villages in flames. The fortifications contain the ftrength, 
but the field and the trading towns comprlfe the riches of a people, 
and the country may be ruined which is not fubducd. 

As therefore, Sir, the cleAoral dominions of his majefty are now 
endangered, not by any private difpute with the neighbouring princes, 
but by hisfirmneb in alTertiog the general righu ofEuropej as the 
confequences of bis condud, on this occafion, will be chiefly bene- 
ficial .to Britain, we ought furdy to fupport him in the profecutron of 
this dclign } a dcflgn, which we cannot but approve, fince our an- 
ceftors have always carried it on without regard cither to the danger 
or the expwnce, 
■In coitibrntiiytatbis maxim of politics, fo clearly fbunde^in cqlitty; 
LI,. .Coo^K^nd 



366 » S B A T E ■ O tl [aPRIL 10^ 

and To often juftified by the votes of the tenate, hai his majefty been 
pleaTed to declare to us his refolution to adhere to his engage- 
meots, and oppofe all attempts that aay be forming in favour of znj 
iil^4ift pretenfioDS to the prejudice of the houfe of AuftHa. *Tis for 
this end he defirts the concunence of bis fenate. I hope every gen- 
tlenian ia this houfe will agree with me that ve ought to declare our 
approbation of tbefe meafurea, in fuch terms as may fhoir the world, 
duu choft who (hall dare to obHiud them, mull refolve to incur the 
ideatmeot of this nation, and expofc tbemfclvcs to all the oppofidon 
which the fenate of Britain can fend forth againd them. Weoag^ 
to pronounce that the territories of Hanover will be conlidered on this 
occafion at the dominions of Britain, and that any attack on mit or 
the'otber will be equally refented. 1 therefore move, that an humble 
addfda be ptelented by this houfe to his majefly. 

To return our thanks for hii Ipeech; to exprefs our dutiful fcnfe 
of his majefly's j uft regard for the rights of the queen of Hun< 
^ry, and for maintaining the pragmatic iandion; to declare 
our concurrence in the prudent meafures whicri his majefly is 
purfuing for the prefervation of the liberties and balance of power 
in Europe^ to acknowledge his majelty's wifdom and refolution, 
ID not fuSering himfelf to b« diverted from ftcadily perfevering 
ID his jttft purpofes of fulfilling his engagements with the houfe 
of Auftfia; alfo, further to afiurehis maJeAy, that, in juiliccto 
and vindication of the honour snd dignity of the Britifl) crown, 
we will cffedually Aand by and fupport his mijefty againft all 
infultsand attacks, which any prince or power, in refcotmeDt 
' of the juft meafurei which he has fo wifely taken, (hall make 
upon any of his majefty's dominions, though' not belonging to 
the crown of Great Britain. And that in any future cveats, 
which might make it necedary for him to enter into (till larger 
eapences, this houfe will enable him to contribute tn the moil cf- 
feSual manner, |o the fupport of the queen-of Hungary, to the 
preventing, by all rejfonable means, the fubvcrlion of the houfe 
of AuHria, and to the maintaining tht pragmatic (anflion anJ 
the liberties and balance of £urDpe. 

Ililr. Fox feconded the motion in this manner:— Sir, the ezpcdi- 
tn^ i£ JM lh« nrc«j&ty «f the vldiCk now moved ftH-* will, I bc- 

lieve^ 
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liere, be readily allowed by tbofe wbo conlider the juft mcarures 
v^ich are (lurfued by his majeftft the end which ia intended bj them, 
and the powtn by which they are oppofed. 

How much it is our duty to fupport the houre oF Auflria it is not - 
neceflary to explain to any man who has heard the debates of this at- 
lembly, or read thehlftory ofthelaftwar. How much it is our duty 
to fopport it, is evident as Toon as it is known by whom it ia at- 
tacked i by the antient enemy of thefe nations, by the general dif- 
turber ofthe univerfe, by the formidable opprcHbrs of liberty, exult- 
ing io new acquifitions, infiamed with the madnels of univerfal mo- 
narchy, and elated with an opportunity of fubjeding Germany, by 
exalting to the fupieme power a prince who Ihall hold bis autbority 
only by thetr permiffion. 

The houfe of Auftna, which has fo often flood fonh in defence of 
oar common rights, which has poured armies into the field in confe- 
deracy with Britain to ftipprels the infolence of that family which 
nothing could fttitfy but boundlefs po,wer, now demands the affilUnce 
which it has fo ofien afforded j that affiftmce is demanded from ut 
by erery claim which the laws of fociety can enad, or the diOates 
of nature can rugged, by treaties maturely confidered, and^folemnly 
confirmed, by the ties of antieot friendQiip, and the obligations of 
common interell. 

To riolate the publick faith, and to negled the obfervatioo of trea- 
ties, is to fink oujfelves below barbarity, to deftroy that confidence 
which unites mankind in fociety. To deny or evade our ftipulationSj 
Sir, is to commit a crime which every honeft miod mufl confider 
with abhorrence, and to eftablilh a precedent which may be ufed 
hereafter to our own deflrudion. 

To feriake an antient ally only becaufe we can receive no imme- 
diate advantage from his friendQiip, or becaufe it may be in fbme de- 
gree dangerous to adhere to him } to forfakehim when be moft wants 
our good offices, when he is dilhcfled fay his enemiei, and deferled 
by others fiom whom he had realbo to hope for kinder treatment, 
is the moft defpicable, the moft hatefftl degree of cowardice%nd trea- 
chery. 

The obligations of intereft. Sir, it is not ofien needful to enforce, 
&ut it may be obferyed on this occafion, that a fingle year of negleA 
tnay never be retrieved. We may, Sir, now be able to fupportthofe 
whom, when once difpoflefled, it will not be in our power to reftore; 

and 
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and that tC^ we fiifier<tlic IiCHjri of AuQrix-to be over-borne, our p<>> 
fterity.thfough evcijr gensrauoa may have lealbn to curfe our injudi* 
cious paHtmony, our fatal inaSHvity^ and our perfidious cowardice: 

With what views the king of FruJEa concurs in the French mt** 
£wvi, or upon what principles of policy be promifes to himfclf any 
purity in (be enjoyment of his new dominions, it is not eafy to 
conjecture ; but as it is eafy to difcover, that whatever he may pro- 
pote to himfelfr hrs«ondu£t evidently tends to the ruin of ti^urope, To 
licmay, jn my opinion, juAly be<^>po(ed, if he cannot be diTcrted or 
raadeeafy. 

Nor can we. Sir, if thisoppofitionDiouId incite him, or any other 
pbwerp. to an iovaGon of his majcdy's foreign dominions, refiile 
■Bern our protection and affiilance : for a* they AiSer for the caufe 
which wc- art ODgagcd to fuppoit, and fuffer only by our mcafurcs, 
we are, at leafi as ^lliei, obliged by the laws of equity and the general 
compaCla.- of mankind, to arm in their defence ^ and what may be 
claimed by. the common right of allies, we fliall furcl; not deny 
4ienvw^.hcQaufc they are more clofdy. united to as, bccaufe they 
avn4hcf4m^ monarch wiih.ourfclves. 

Mr. Puj-TENEY fpoke to the foJlowing.putpofe:— Sir, with what 
«ag?rn?rj the French fnatch every opportunity of .encreaCi^ ihcir in- 
luencc, extending their dominions, and opprcffing their neighboorj, 
the experience of-roany y<ars has convinced all Kurope} and it is 
evident that unlefs fome power be preferved in a degree of Arcngih 
nearly tcpiii to theirs, their Ichemes, pernicious as tbey are^ cannot 
ie defeated. 

That the gnly power from which this oppoGtion can be hoped, ia 
tbe houfeof Auflria, a very fuperScial view of this part ofthc^obe, 
will fufficienti}' .demoniltate } of this we were long luice Co ftroi^ ly 
convince^, that we employed at) our forces and all our politicks to 
aggrandize thi& haufe. . ,Wc endeavoured not only to fupport it in all 
ill hereditary rights, but to inveft it' with new fovcrcigoues, and ex- 
Kod its authocity over new (lominiont. 

Why we afterwards varied in our councils and our meafures, I 
have long enquired without any fati^faOion, having never. Sir, wkb 
the utmod eppIiiationr.bKn able.io difcover the motives tolhc mr> 
inorable treaiy of [{anover, hy which we fiipulaicd to deftroy the f»- 
bticlf that we had bctro lb long and fo laborioudy endeavBariBg to 
vv&i. by wiiicb we abaiidoucd ihit aiiin'-w whiclj we bad fi> dHs*, 

STMly 
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gently cultivated, whrch we had preferred to peace, plenty, and 
riches, and for which we had chearfully Tupported a tedious, a bkndy, 
and an expenfive war. 

Thi) conduA, Sir, raires a greater degree of admiration^ as the 
authors of it had exhaufted all their eloquence in ccnfuring the treaty 
of Utrecht, and had endeavoured to expofe thofe who iranfaSed It to 
the genera) hatred of the nation; as they always expretfed in the 
ilrongefl terms their dread and detefla.ion of the French; as they 
animated all their harangues, and llunned their opponents with de- 
clarations of theif zea) for the liberties of Europe 

By what itnpulfe, or what infatuaiion, thefe aflertors of liberty, 
thefe enemies of France,- thefe guardians of the balance of power, 
were on the fudden ptcvailcd on to declare in favour of the'power 
whom th^y had fo long thought it their chief intereft and higheft ho- 
nour to oppofe, mull be difcovered by fagaclty fuperlor to mine. But 
after fuch perplexity of councils and fuch fltiduaiion of condud, it 
is neceffary to enquire more particularly what are the prefent ioten- 
tioiis of the miniflry, what alliances have been formed, and what 
conditions are required to be fulfiltcd. 

If we are obliged only to fupply the queen of Hungary with 
twelve tboufand men, we have already performed our engagements ; 
if we have piomifed any pecuniary alllllance, the fum which wc have 
flipulated to furnifh ought to be declared ; for I fuppofe at lead our 
engagements have fome limits, and that we are not (o exert all the 
forceof the nation, to tight as if fire and fword were at our gates, 
or an invader were landing armies upon our coalis. 

I have. Sir, from my e^rlicft years been zealous for the defence 
and exaltation of the Houfe of Aultiia, and fliall be very far from 
propufing that any danger or diftrefs Oiould influence u* to defert it; 
DGt I do not ealily difcover by what means we (hall be able to a(Fotd 
any efficacious affiftance ; for the power of Britain confids chiefly In 
naval armaments, which can be of very little ufe to the queen of 
Hungary, and I know not any Itate that will eaiily confent to unite 
with us on this occafion. • 

If there be, Sir, any Itates remaining in Europe which the Frpnch 

can neither intimid^K nor bribe, we ought fludioufly to follicit and 

diligently to cultivate thtir friendfiiip; but whether any, except the 

^ofcovites, are now independent, or fjfficiently confident of ifaeir 
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oim flrength, to engage in fuch x bauiilwn alliancC} may be jufil/ 

The late grand alliance. Sir, was fupportcd at theexpenceof this 
nation alone, nor was it required from the other' confednatei to cx- 
bauft the tteafure of their country in the common taufe ; I hope 
the debt which that war hat enuikd upon us will inftniA us to be 
more Frugal in our future engagements^ and to ftipulate only what 
#e may perform without involving the nation in mifcry, which 
vtfiories and triumphs cannot compenfatCt 

The necelEty, Sir, of public ceconomy obliges me to infift, that 
before any money fliall be granted, an account be laid befeie the 
lenate in particular terms of the ufet to which it is to be appUcd. 
To alk for fuppliei in general terms, is to demand the power of 
fqoandering the publick money at pleafure, and to claim in fbfter 
language nothing lefs than defpotick authority. 

- It has not been uncommon for money granted by the fenate to be 
ffient without producing any of thofe eflefls which were expected 
from it, without alBfting our allies, or humbling our enemies ; and 
therefore there is reafon for fufpcding that money has fometimes 
been alked for one u(e ind applied to another. 

If our concurrence. Sir, is necelTary to increafc his majefty's in- 
fluence on the continent, to animate the friends of the houfc of Au- 
flria, or to rcprcfi the diflurbers of the publick tranquillity, I (hall 
willingly unite with the moll zealous advocates for the adminiflra- 
tion in any vote of approbation or alliftance, not contrary to the ad 
of fettlEment, that important and well-concerted aSt, by which the pre* 
fent family was advanced to the throne, and by which it it provided, 
that Briuin fliall never be involved in war for the enlargement or 
prote£lIon of the dominions of Hanover, dominions from which wc 
never expelled nor received any benefit, and for which therefore no- 
thing ought to be either fufFered or hazarded. 

If it fliould be again neccfliry to form a confrderacy, and to unite 
the powers of Europe againd the Houfe of Bourbon, thit ambitious, 
that reftlefs f;imily, by which the repofe of the world is almoft every 
,day interrupted, which is inccfTantly labouring againft the happinefa 
of human nature, and feeking every hour an opportunity of new en- 
croachments, I declare. Sir, that I (ball not only, with the greateft 
chearfulncfs, bearmy fiiareof ihcpubljclccxpcnce, but endeavour to 
' leconcil* 
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reconcile others to therr part of the calamities of war. This, Sir, 1 
ha?e advaoced, in confutence that fufficient care fliall be taken,' that 
in any new alliance we fliall be partiet, not principals, that the 
cxpence of war, ai (be advantage of v'lQory^ Qiall be common i and 
that thole who fliall unite with us will be our atliei> not Our merce-* 
naries. 

Mr. Walpolb then Ifx^ to the following purpofei-^Sir, it is not 
without reafoa that the honourable gentleman delires to he informed 
of the ftJpvUtioo) contained in the treaty by which we have engaged 
to Aipport the pragmatick fanflion, for 1 iind that he either never 
knew them or hat forgotten them ; and therefore thole reafoningi 
which he has formed ypon tbem fall to the grotind. 

We are obliged, Sir, by thi* treaty, tofupply thehoultiof Auftiia 
with twelve thoufandmeo, and the Dutch, who were engaged in it bf 
our example, have promified a fupply of five thouland. This force, 
joined to thole armies which the laige dominions of that family en- 
able them to raife, were conceived fufficient to rcptfl any enemy bf 
whom their rights fltould be invaded. 

But becaufe in a&in of fucb importance ilothing b to be left to 
bazard, becaufe the prelervation of the equipoilj|of power, on which 
the libcrtiea of almofl all mankind, who can call themfelves free, 
mufi be acknowledged to dq>end, ought to be rather certain, than 
barely prc^blei it it fiipulated farther, both by the French and our- 
lelvea, that if the fupplict fpecified in the lirft article fliall appear in* 
fuiBcient, we Iball unite our whole force in the defence of our ally^ 
atti firu^le once more for independence, with ardour proportioned 
to the importance of our caufe. 

By thefe Aiputations, Sir, no engagements have been formed that caa 
btfimagioed to have been prohibited by the z£t of fettlement, by which 
it is provided, that the houfc of Hanover fliall not plunge this nation 
into a war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the con- 
fent of the Icnate ( for thif war is by no means entered upon for the 
particular fccurity of Hanover, but for the general advantage of 
Europe, to reprefi the ambition of the French, and to, preferve 
onrfelves and our pofterity from the moft abjed dependence upon 
a oatioo exafperated sgainft u* by long oppolitJon, a^d hereditary 
bUrcd. 

. Nor ii the aft of fettlement only prefmed unyiolated by the rea- 
Sb a ^'^ 
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fons of the prefent alliance, bat by the regular concurrence of the 
fenatc which his majefty has defifcd, notwithftanding bis inilubi- 
table right of malting peace, and war by his own authority. ' 1 cannot 
therefore imagine ^pon what pretence it can be urged, that the lav, 
which requires that no war Oull be made on account of the Hanoverian 
dominions without the confent of the fenate, is violated, when it is 
evident that the war is made upon other motives; and the concur- 
rence of the fenate is folemnly defircd. 

But fuch is the malevolence with which the conduft- oF the ad- ' 
miniftration is examined, that no degree of integrity or vigilance can 
fecure it from cenfure. When in the prefeni quellion tmth and rea- 
fon are evidently on their fide, paft tnufiQmns are recalled to me- 
mory, and thofe meafures are treated with the utmoft degree of con- 
tempt and ridicule, of which the greateft part of the. audience have 
probably forgotten the reafont, and of which the authors of them 
do not always (land up in the defence, becaufe ihey are weary of re- 
peating arguments to thofe who lillen with a refolution never to be 
convinced. 

How well, Sir,.tholi! by whom the mlniAry is oppofed, have fuc- 
ceeded in hardening 0eir minds againft the force of reafon, is evi- 
dent from their conftantcufiom of appealing ^m the fenate to the 
people, and publifhing in pamphlets tbofe arguments which they 
have found themfelves in this aOembly unable to fupport ; a praStce 
which difcovers rather an obftinate refolution to obftru^t the go- 
vernment, than zeal for the profperity of their country, and which, 
to fpcak ofit in the foftcft terms» feems to be fuggcfled more by the ' 
deflre of popuhrity than the love of truth, 

Mr. Sandys fpoke to the efFeA following : — Sir, notwitlifianding 
the confidence with which this motion has been offered and defended, 
jiotwichftanding the fpecious appearance of refped to his majefty, by 
which it is recommended, I am not aCbamed to declare, that it ap- 
pears to me inconliAent with the trull repofed in us by uur confti- 
tuents, who owe their allegiance to the king of Briciln, and not to 
the elector of Hanover. 

It will be urged, Sir, by the people, whom we fit here to reprefent, 
that they are already embarraOed with debts contraded in a late war, 
from which, after the expence of many millions, and the deftnic-- 
tioD of prodigious multitudes, they receive no advantage j and that 

they 
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they sre now laaded with taxet for the fupport of another, of which 
th^ perceive no profpedi of a vtiy happy or honourable conclufion, 
of either fecurity or profit, either conquers or reprifals, and that they 
are therefore by no means willing to fee themfclves involved in any 
' new confederacy, by which they may entail on their polleriiy the 
fame caUmitiea* and oblige themfelves to hazard their fortunes and 
their happincTs in defence of diftant countries, of which many of 
them hare fcarcely heard, and from which no return of alCflance is 
expeded. 

Mr. WAtPOtB fpoke again to this purpole : — Sir, though it Is not 
neceiTary to refute every calumny that malice may invent, or cre- 
dulity admit, or to anfwer thofe of whom it may reafonably be con- 
ceived that they do not credit their own accufan'ons, I will yet rife 
once more in vinoication of the treaty of Hanover, to fliew with 
how little reatbn it is cenfurcd, to reprefs the levity of infult, and the 
pride of unrcafonable triumph. 

The treaty of Hanover, Sir, how long Ibever it has been ridiculed, 
and with whatever contempt thofe by whom it was negotiated have 
been treated, was wife and juft. It was juft, becaufe no injury wai 
intended to any power, no invafion was planned, no partition of do- 
minions ftipulated, nothing but our own fecurity defired. It was wife, 
bccaafe it produced the end propofed by it, and eftablifhed that 
fecurity which the Auftrians and Spaniards were endeavouring to 
deftroyi 

The emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered into a fccret 
treaty of alliance with Spain, by which nothing lefg was deligned 
than the total dcSru£tion of our liberties, the diminution of our 
commerce, the alienation of our dominions, and the fubverfion of 
ourconftitution. We were to have been expelled from Gibraltar 
and totally excluded from the Mediterranean, the pretender was to 
have been exalted to the throne, and a new itltgion, with the llavery 
that always accompanies it, to have been introduced amongft us, and 
Offend was to have been made a port, and to have Ibared the poor 
remains of our commtf^ce to foreign nations. 

This unjaft, this malicious confederacy, was then oppofed with 

the utmofl vehemence by the Imperial general, wbofe courage and 

tnilitary capacity are celebrated throughout the world, and whofe 

political abilities and knowledge of the affaire of Europe, were equal 
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to hi* tnowledge of war. Hf urged with great force, that fuch a 
confederacy would difunitc the empire for ever (rota the maritime 
{>owcra, by which it had been fupporud, and which were engaged 
by one common intereft in the promotion of its ptofperity : but hi* 
femonltrances availed nothing, and the alliance was concluded. 

When our antient allies, who had been fo often fuccourcd with out 
freafut^, and deftnded by our arms, bad entered into fu^h cngage- 
mentt i when it was (lipi^Uted not only to impoverllb but^enflave us; 
not only to weaken us abroad, but to deprive us of every domcftic 
(umfort } when 4 fctieme was formed that would have fproad mifeiy 
over the whole natjon, and have extended its coofequences to the 
]owe{l orders of the community, it was furely neceflary to fruftiate 
it by fomc ajliance, and with whpm cpuld Vf tben unite, but with 
France f 

This is not the only fafi on which gentlemen haye ventured to 
fpcak with great freedom without fufBcient information ; the condu^ 
of our allies in the late war has been do Icfi miircptefented than ihat 
pf our miniAitrs ip their negotiations. They have been charged with 
jmpoiing upon us the whole expence of the confederacy, when it 
(nay be provpd bpyond controverly, that the annual charge of the 
Dutch WAS five million*. 

Nor(|i4 they, Sir, pnly contribute annually thus largely to the 
(rommon caufe, but when we forfook. the alliance, and ibamefolly 
abandoned the advantages we had gained, they received our mer- 
Fjrnati^ J!)fo their pwq pay, ^d e^p^ftded pifie miHiops in a fingte 
jcar. 

Of the truth of ihefe alTertions jc is eafy to produce tnconteffable 
pvidence, which, (lowevcr, cannot be neccflary to any man who rer 
ficiiSf that from one of (be mpft wealthy patiops in the world, the 
Piltcjli Vfith al] tbejr t^mmerce, apd all tb^irpaifimonyi are reduced 
t<f penury and djllrefs j for who can tell by what means they havp 
lirnic into their prefepf ]o^ condition^ if fhfy fufiercd itothipg hf 
the l3tp war i 

How this gentleman, Sir* has been deceivefl, and to wKofc jnlinu- 
ilttpnf his efrors are tp be fqiputfd, f 8B| j|t po lofa to difcover. I 
hppp he will by th>< confut^tioti be if atn'd ^ainK iniplicit credulity, 
j|t|d rein9Pt3pr viih what caution that ipao 4) to b« tniOcd, wbofe 
PSffii?IPi)? fPVnfrl* t>ayc eptianeercd bis Mufltry, 

Mrs 
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Mr. ViKXR rpoke thus : — Sir, it is, in my opinion, an iticontcft- 
able maxim, thst no meafures are eligible, which are unjuft, aOd 
that therefore before any refolutions are formed, we ought to' examine 
not what motives may be fuggcftcd by expedience, but what argu- 
ments may be advanced by equity on one part or the other. 

If I do not midake the true intent of the addrefs now propofed, 
we are invited to declare that wc will oppofc the king of Fruffia in 
his attempts upon Silcfia, adcclaration in which 1 know not how 
any man can concur, who knows not the nature of his claim, and 
the laws of the empire. It otight therefore. Sir, to have been the 
firft endeavour of thofe by whom this addrefs has been lb zealoufly 
promoted, to (how that his claim, fo publJckly explained, fo firmly 
urged, and fo ftrongly fupportcd, is without foundation in jullice or 
in reafon, and is only one of thole imaginary titles, which ambition 
may always find to the dominions of another. 

But no attempt has been yet made towards the difculSon of this 
important quellion, and therefore I know not bow any man can 
call upon us to oppole the king of Pruflia, when his claim may pro- 
bably be juft, and, by confecjuence, fuch as, if it were necefTary for 
us to engage in the at^rs of thofe diltant countries, we ought to join 
with him in allerting. 

Lord Gaob fpoke next in fubltance as follows : — Sir, as no mem- 
ber of this aflembly can feel a greater degree of zeal for bis majcfly's 
honour than myfelf, none fball more readily concur in any expreflion 
of duty or adherence to him. 

But I have been always taught that allegiance to my prince is con- 
fiflent with ^delity to my country, that the interefl of the king and 
the people of Great Britain it the fame, and that he only is a 
true fubjeft of the crown, who is a fleady promoter of the bappinefs 
of the nation. 

for this rrafon I think it neceflary to declare, that Hanover is al- 
ways to be confidered as a fovereignty fcparatc from that of Britain, 
and as a country with laws and imerefts diflitifl from ours j.and that 
it is the duty of the reprefentatives of this nation, to take care that 
intercfts fo different may never be confounded, and that Britain may 
incur no expence of which Hanover alone can enjoy the advan- 
tage. 

If the ete£lor of Hanover fhould be engaged in war with any of 

the neighbouring fovcreigns, who {hould be enabled by a viflory to 
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enter into the country, and cariy Xht terrors of vm through aiX his 
territories, it would by no means be neceflary for this natioD to io- 
terpofe ; for the eletlor of Hanover might lofc his dominions with- 
out any diiadvantage or diibonour to the eiqpeioi or people of 
Britain. 
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H.OUSE OF COMMONS. 
Jpril tip t74K 

OZBATS Otf A MOTIOK F0& SUrPOKTINC TH£ QUSIM OF 
UUNCAKT. 

{lis majefty went thjs day to the houfe of Lords, and after bit af- 
fent to feveral bills, he, in a fpeech fiom [he throne to both 
houfes of the fenate, acquainted them, that the war raifed 
againft the queen of Hungary, and the various claims oo the 
htp German emperor's fuccel&on, might cxpofe the dominions 
of fuch princes as fhould incline (o fupport the pragmatic^ fane- 
tion to imminent danger. That the queen of Hungary required 
the 13,000 men ffipulatcd by treat), ^nd thereupon be bad de- 

' manded of the king of Denmark, and of the king of Sweden as 
Sovereign of Heflc CafTel), their refpeiiive bodies of troops, of 
6000 men each, to be in readinefs to march to her aJHlhjice. 
That he was concerting fuch further meafures as may dif^point 
all dangerous defigns forming to the piejudJce of the houfe of 
Auftria, which might make it necefHiry for hjm to enter into 
flill larger expences for maintaining the pragmatick fanclion. 
He therefore, in a conjun^ure fo critical, defired the concur- 
il^ceof his fcnatc, in enabling him to contribute, in the moll 
effe^uat manner, to the fupport of the queen of Hungary, the 
preventing, by all rcafonaMe means, the fubverriun of the houlc 
of Auflria, and to the maintaining die liberties and balance of 
power in Europe. 

The houfeof Commons, in thetr addrefs upon this occafion, ex;* 
preOed a dutiful fenfe of his majcEIy's jufl regard for the rights 
of the queen of Hungary, and for the maintaining tbc pragma- 
tick 
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ticlc ran£lioD ; th^ declared their concomnce in the {irudent 
meirures which his majcfty was purfuing for the prererv^tioo of 
the liberties and balance of power in Europe } they affiired bi« 
m^jelly, that, in juflice to, and vindication of the honour and 
dignity of the Eritifh crown, they would efie&ually Hand bjr 
and fuppoTt his majetly again ft all infulu and attacks, which 
any power, in refentment of the juft mcafurei which he bad lb 
wifely taken, Qjould make upon any of his majefty's domiBioiUt 
tfiough not belonging to the crown of Great Britain. They fur- 
ther alTured his majeRy, that in any future events which might 
make it neccflary for him to enter into {till larger expences, they 
would enable him to contribute in the moll efie^ual maaner to 
the fupport oftbedefigns hepropofed. 

His tnajefty, in his anfwer to this addrefs, oblervcd their rea- 
dinefs in enabling him to make good his engagements with tfie 
queen of Hungary, and the aflurances given him not (0 fuffer 
his foreign dominions to be infulccd on account of the me^uret 
he was purfuing for the fupport of the pragmatick lanSionj 2tc. 

In conTequence of this procedure, the houfe, purfuant to order, 
refolved iifelf into a committee, toconfiderof thefujppliesgrant* 
ed to his majefty. 

Upon this occafion, a motion was made by Sir I^obert Walpole 
for a grant of three hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport c£ 
the queen of Hungary, on Which aiofe the following debate. 

' Sir Robert Walpolb fupported his motion by a fpeech in fub- 
fiance as fallows :— Sir, the neceOity of this gram appears lb plainly 
from the bare mention of the purpofes for which it is alked, that I 
can fcarcely conceive that ![s leafonablenefs will be difputcd. I can 
difcover no principles upon which an objeiEtion to this motion can bs 
founded, nor the leafl arguments by which fuch obje^ion can be 
fupported. 

The indifpenfdblc obligations of publick faith, the great ties by 
which nations are united, and confederacies formed, I cannot fup- 
pofe any man inclined to invalidate. An exa£t performance of na- 
tional promifes, an inviolable adherence to treaties^ is enforced at 
once by policy and juftice, and all laws both of heaven and earth. 

Publck 
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Piiblick perfidy, Sir, like private difhoiwfty. whatever tcmporu/ 
advantage* it may promife or produce, is always upon the whcJe 
t&e paienl of njirery. Every man, however prorperous, muft fooe* 
times wi{b for a friend, and every nation, however potent, (tand in 
need of an ally; but all alliances fubrift upon mutual confidence, 
and confidence can be produced only by unlimited integrity, by 
known firmnets, and approved veracity. 

The ufe of alliances. Sir, has in the lad age been too much expe- 
rienced to be contefted ; it is by leagues well concerted, and ftridlf 
obferved, that the weak are defended againft the ftrong, that bound* 
are fet to the turbulence of ambition, that the torrent of power is 
reRrained, and empires preferved from thofe inundations of war, that* 
in former, times, laid the world in ruins. By alliances. Sir, tbe 
equipoile of power is maintained, and thofe alarms and apprehen- 
lions avoided, which mull arife from daily vicidltudes of empire, 
and the SutEluations of perpetual contefl. 

That it is tbe iiitercft of this nation to cultivate the friendfliip of 
the houfe of AuHria, to protc£t its rights, and fecure its fucceffion, 
to inform it when miflaken, and to aj&ft it when attacked, is al- 
lowed by every party, Kvery man. Sir, knows that the only power 
that can feofibly injure us, by obflruding our commerce, or invad* 
ing our dominions, is France, iigainll which no confederacy can be 
formed, except with (he jioufe of Aulliia, that can afford us aay 
efficacious fupport. 

Tbti firmed bond of alliances is mutual intereft. Men eafily 
unite againft him whom they have all equal reafon to fear and to 
hate, by whom they have been equally injured, and by whom they 
fufpc£l that no opportunity will be loll of renewing his encroach- 
ments. Such is the flatc of this nation, and of the Aullrians. We 
are equally endangered by the French greatnefs, and equally animat- 
ed againft it by hereditary animofities, and contefls continued froni 
One age to another ; we are convinced that, howeyer either may be 
Aattered or carefled, while the other is invaded, every blow is aimed 
at both, and that we ar^ divided only that we may be more ealily 
deftro) ed. 

For this reafon we engaged in the fupport of the pragmatick fanc- 
tlon, and ftipulatcd to fecure the Imperial crown to tbe daughters of 
J\u(lria, which was nothing more than to promife, that we wevM 

epttcaroHC 
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endeavour to prevent oar own deflru^ion, by <^ipoitag the extln- 
tion of a prince who (honld owe his dignity to the French, and m 
conrequenee of lb dole an alliance, fecood all their rcbemes, admit 
- all their claims, and facrifice to ttieir ambition the bappineA of a 
great part of manlund. 

Such would probably be the confequence, if the French IhouM 
gain the power of conferring the Imperial crown> They would 
hold the emperor in perpetual dependence, would, perhaps, take 
poflelEon or his bereditary dominions as a mortgage for their expen- 
ces, would awe him with the troops which they lent under ft-pretencs 
of affifting bim, and leave him only the titles of dominion, and the 
iltadows of empire. 

In this ftate would be remain, wbilft bit formidable allies wen 
extending their dominions on every fide. He would fee one power 
fub'tucJ after another, and himfelF we^ened by degrees, and not 
only d~[jtived of bis throne, beciiure it would be unneceffitfy to de^ 
throne him ; or be would be obliged to follicit our affiftance to break 
' from his flavcry, and we fliould be-obliged, at the utmoft hazard, and 
at an expence not to be calculated, to remedy what it is, perhaps, 
now in our power to prevent with very little difficulty. 

That this danger is to* near to be merely chimerical, that th« 
queen of Hungary it invaded, and her right to the Imperial dignity 
coDteficd, Is well known ; it is therefore the time for fulfilling our 
engagements: engagements of the utmoft importance to ourfelvca 
«nd our pofleriiy ; and I hope the government will not be accufed 
of profufion, if for three hundred thoufand pounds the liberties of 
£arope (hall be preTetved. 

"We cannot deny this grant without ading in oppofiiton to our 
late profe^ons of fupporting his ms^elly in his endeavours to maiii- 
tua the pr^matidc (andion, and of affifling him to defend his fo- 
reign dominions from any injuries to which ibofe endeavours fliould 
rxpofe thcffl, for how can he without forces defend bis domjoionst 
or alEIl bis ally, or bow can he maintain forces without fupplies ? 

Mr. Sbippsv next rofe and fpoke thus :— Sir, as I have always 
rodeavQured to aSt upon convidioo of my duty, to examine opini- 
ons bcfoiei adqiit them, juidto fpe^ whtt I have thought the truth, 
\ do not eaGly change my condufl, or tetrad my aflertionsj nor am 
I deterred from repeating my arguments when I have a right to fpcak, 
by ^% retpetubran^e (ba( they Ijave fartp^rl^ been unfucceJifHl. . 
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* Bfetf'miAi, ivhen he it confident himM^ cfwicetves Kmfeir aUe to 
pwf^th othcre,'an<}i«n:>gicMB that their ^rfHAaty proceedi from other 
niodues diMi reafen ; and that, if -be fails at one time to gain orer 

. bii Midi«Ke> 4ie may yet rucceed in Tome happier moment, when 
their prejudices (hall be dilCpated, or their intereft varied. 

For this vesTon, though' it cannot be h(pt€ttiA that I have fo^ot- 
tcn the refentmeflt Which I have formerly 4rawn uptm myfclf, bjr an 

' epea dedaration of my lentimemi witt) reganl (o Hmmvct, I iland 
iipaftatn, with equal confideace, to make my proteftattoni agkinft 
any inlerpofition in the afiiura <^ that covntry, and to avow My diC> 
like of .the promife lately made to defend it: a promile, inooD&fleDt, 
in my opinion, with that important and inviolahle law, tfac Ja af 
StUUmnt!^ a ycoaiife, which, if it could have been fndcoown, 
wotdd perhaps have for ever prcdudsd fmm the fucceSoo that tlluf- 
irious funily, ts which we owe fucfa numbcrlefs bleffings, fuch coa- 
limied idLcity ! 

Far.be it frooi me to infinuace that we can be too graiehi) to bi) 
Hi'ijtfiyt or too zealous in out adherence to him ; only let us remem- 
ber (bat true gratitude confifts in real beneAls', in promoting the tr«e 
intereft of him to whom we aie indebted j and furely, by hazarding 

. tite welfare of Britain in defence of Uaaovcr, we fball very tittte 

-confult ibe advantage, 01 promote the gjc%tncf» of our (bvercign. 
it is well l^nown bow inconfiderablc, in tb>.- fight of thofe by whom 

. the fucceffion was cAablifhe^,' Hanover appeared, in compariibn wilb 
Britain. Tbofemen, to whom even their enemies have feldom de- 
nied praife for Icnowledge and capacity, and who have been (a loudly 
celebrated by many, who have joined in the lall addrels, for rii«ir 
boned Seal, and the love of their country, enabled, that the king 
of Britain Ibould never vifit thofe tmpottant territories, which we 
have fo folemnly promifcd to defend, ai the hazard of our happinefii. 
It was evidently their defignthat our Ibvereign, engrofled by the care 

_ of his new fub}e£b, a care^ which, a« they realbnably imagioH, 
WQuld'arife from igratitode for dignity and power fo liberally confer- 
red, f^uid 'in time forget that corner of the earth on which 4iis an- 

.ceftors had refided, and a<5l, not as elc^n: of Hanover, but as kirig 
of Britain, » the governw of a mighty nation, ahd the lord of large 
dominions' 

It was. ezprcfsly determined, that this nation ffaould never beia- 
volved in war for the d«fei]c« of the dominions on the continent, 

and 



and doubtlcfs the fame policy that hat reflb-atned ut fVom extending 
our conquefti in countries, from which fotnc advantages might be 
recnved, ought to foibid all expcntivfl and haeardoui meaftires, 
for the bke of territones (mm whence no benefit can be reaped. 

Nor are the purpofes. Sir, for which thi» fupply js dernanded, the 
only objedions that m»j bs urged againflr it, Tor the manner in which 
it is aflced, tnakes it nOceflWry at leaft to delaji it. The minift'ers have 
been fo little accuftomed to refafalt that they have forgot when to aHe 
with decency, and exped the trezfure of the nation to be poured 
upon them, whenever they Ihall think it proper to bint that they 
have difcovered fome new opportunity of expence. 

It is necefTary, that when a Aipply is defired, the houle fliould be 
informed* fome time before, of the fum that is required, and of the 
ends to which it ii to be applied, that every member may confider, 
at leifure, the expediency of the mcafures propofed, and the propor- 
tion of the fum to the occafion on which it is demanded ; that he may 
examine what are the moft proper methods of railing it, and perhapi 
enquire with what willingnefs his conftituents wilt advance it. 

Whether any man is enabled by his aculcnefs and experience, to 
determine all thcfe qaeltionsapon momentancoui reflei^ioR, 1 cannot 
decide. For my part, I confefs myfclf one of thofe on whom nature 
has beftowed no fuch faculties, and therefore move that the confidc- 
ration of this fupply may be deferred for a few days : for if it be 
now prcfled upon us, I fliall vote againft it, bccaufe I do not yet fully 
dtfcovcr all the reafons for it, nor all the confequences which it may 
produce, and I think myfclf obliged to know for what purpofe I 
give away the money which is not my own. 

Mr. ViNBR fpoke as follows: — Sir, whatever may be the necef- 
fiiy of maintaining the pragmatick fantSion, or whatever the obliga- 
tions of national pa&, of which I hope no man is defirous of counte- 
nancing the negled), yet they cannot oblige us to arm without an 
enemy, to embarrafs ourrdvea with watching every poffibility of 
danger, to garrifon dominions which are not threatened, or aflert 
rights which are not invaded. 

"The expediency of maintaining the houfe of Auftria on the Impe- 
rial throne, it is not at prefent necefiary to aflert, becaufe it does not 
appear that any other family is afpiring to it. There may indeed be 
whifpers of fecret defigns and artful machinations, whifpers, perhaps, 
^read only to affright the court into treaties, or the fenate into 

granu; 
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grants } or Jefigni, which. like i tfaoulmd othen that tverf day pro- 
ducei, innunierable accident! Riajr defeat, wbicb may be difcovend, 
not only before tbey are executed, but before they are fully formed, 
and which theiefore are not worthy to engroTi much of our attentton^ 
or to exhauft ihe wealtb of the people. 

The pragtnatick fandion ia nothing more than a fetilement of the 
Imperial dignity upon the eldeft daughter of the late German empe- 
ror and her fon, and if £he hai no fen, upon the foa of the fecond 
daughter i nor baa the crown of Britain, fay engaging to fupport that 
fan£tion, promtled any thing more than to prcferKe this order of 
fiiccelEon, which no power at prclent it endeavouring to interrupt, 
and which therefore at prefcnt require* no defence. 

The difpute. Sir, between the king of Pruffia and the queen of 
Hungary is of a differlent kind, nor is it our duty to engage in it, 
cither as parties or judges. He layi claim to ceruin lenitorie* 
vfurpcd, as he alleges, from his anccitors by the Auftnan family, 
and aflferts, by force, this claim, which is equally valid, whether the 
queen be emprefs or not. Wc have no right to limit his damini<H)a, 
or obligation to examine the juflice of his demands. If be is only 
endeavouring to gain what has been forcibly witb-beld from bim, 
what right bare we to obllruA his undertaking ? And if the queca 
can (how a better tide, (be is, like all other fovcreigns, at liberty to 
maintain it } nor are we neceflarily to ere^ ourfelvct into judge* be* 
t ween fovcreigns^ br diflribuiorsof dominion. 

The conteft fcems to have very Utile relation to the pragmatick 
landion : if the king of Pruflia fucceeds, be will contribute to fupport 
it i and if the queen is able to fruftruc hit defigna, (he will be too 
powerful to need our affiftancc. 

But though. Sir, the pragmaticklaoSion were in danger of viola- 
tion, are we to {land up alone in defence of it, while other nations, 
equally engaged with ourfclves by intcrcft and by treaties, fit flill to 
look upon the contefi, and gather thole advantages of peace which 
we iodifcreetly throw away i Are we able to maintain it without 
affiHance, or are wc to exhauft our country, and ruin our pofteriiy 
in profecution of a hopelefs ptoJcA, to fpecd what can never be re* 
paid, and to fight with certainty of a defeat? 

The Dutch, whofe engagements and wbofe interefis are the faam 
» our own, have rot yet made any addition to their expences, nor 
augmentation of thiir troops ^ nor don a fingle potcnUK of Europe, 

howcvcf 
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however united by long allUnces to thehouft of AuAria, or however 
endangered by revolutions in the empire, appear to roufe at the ap- 
proach of alarm, or think himfelf obliged to provoke eoemios b^ 
whom he is not yet injured. 

I cannot therefore perfuade myfelf that we are to Aand up Ungle 
ID the defence of the pragmatick [ui&ion, to fight the quarrel of 
others, or live in perpetual war, that our neighbours may be at 
peace. 

I fliall alwaya think it my duty to dilburfe the publick money mtli 
the utmofi parfimony, nor ever intend, but on the moA prelSng ne- 
ccffity, to load with new exadioni a nation already overwhelmed 
with debts, harnfled with taxes, and plundered by « ftanding army. 

For what purpofe thefe numerous forces are maintained, who are 
now preying on the publick ; why we incrcafe our armies by land 
when we only £ght by fea ; why we aggravate the burthen of the war* 
and add domeflick oppreflions to foreign injuries, I am at a lots to 
determine. Surely fome regard fhould behad to the fatisfaftion of 
the people, who ought not, during the prefcnt fcardty of provifions, 
to be ftarved by the encreafe of an army, which fcems fupported only 
to confume them. 

As therefore part t^ our prefent expence is in my opinion unnecsf- 
fary, I {ball not contribute to aggravate it by a new grant, for pur- 
pofea of which I cannot difcover that they will promote the advan- 
tage of the publick. 

Sir Robert Walpolb replied to the following effeft : — Sir, the 
pragmatick fanAion, which we are engaged to fupport, is not con- 
fiaed to the prefervation of the order of fucceffion, but extends to 
all the rights of the houfe of Auftria which is now attacked, and by 
a very formidable enemy, at a lime t^ wcakneft and diSra^on, and 
therefore requires our alEHance. 

That others equally obliged by treaty and by intereft to lend their 
help on this occafion fit reluQivc, cither through cowardice of neg- 
ligence, or fome profpc£l of temporary advantage, may, perhaps, be 
(rue : but is it any excufe of a crime, that he who commits it is not 
the only criminal I Will the breach of faith in others excufe it in 
us ? Ought we not rather to animate (hem by our activity, inllru^l 
them by our example, and awaken them by our reprefentations i 

Perhaps the other powers fay to themfelves, and to one another. 
Why fiiould we keep that treaty which Britain is violating ? VVhy 

fliould 
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fikoidd weexpofeourfelvn to'danger, ofwbicb that mighty niiiof?, 
£> celebrated for courage, is afraid f Why fliould wc rulli into 
war, in wbicb our moft poimrful ally (cetaa unwilling 10 fupport 

Thus the fame argument, an argument evidently fdll'c, and made 
fpecious only by intereflr, may be ufcd by all, till fo.nc one, more 
bold and honeff than the reft, (hall dare to rife in vindication of tbofc 
fighti which all have promifed to maintain ; and why fliould not the 
greateft nation be the firll that fhall avow her fofemn engagements t 
Why Ifaould (tot they be motl diligent in the [tiafiicution of an aStJr 
Wbo have moit to lofe by its mifcarriage * 

1 am always willing to beliete, that no member of this affembly 
nalies ufe in any folemn debate of argumenit which do not appear 
lational to htmrdf, and yet it is difScuk to conceive that any man 
can imagine himfelf releafed from a promife, becaufe the fame pro- 
mile is broken by another, or that he is at liberty to defcrt hts friend 
in diSrefs, becaufe others defert him, whofe good officer he has equal 
teafbo to expert* and that the more bis aSiftance is needed, the more 
right he has to deny it. 

Surely fuch arguments as thele deferve not, need not a confutation. 
Before we r^ulate our condud by that of others, we muft ciiher 
prove that they hare done right, which proof will be a fufEcient de- 
fence without the precedent, or own that tbcy are more capable of 
judging than we, and that therefore we pay an implicit fubmiffion 
to tbeif didatca and example ; a facridce which we fhall not willing- 
ly make to the vanity of our neighbours. 

In the prefent cafe it is evident that if other nations neglc^thc per- 
formance of their contrads, they are guilty of the breach of publtck 
faith i of a crime, that, if it fhould generally be imitated, would dif- 
fblve fociety, and throw human nature into confufion, that would 
change the looft happy region into deferts, in which one favagc would 
be preying on another. 

Nor are they only propagating an example, trtlich in (bme diftaot 
timn may be pleaded againft tbemfelves, but they are eapoling 
themfelves to more immediate dangers; they are forwarding de- 
figns that have no tendency but to their min, ihey are adding 
flrcngih to tbtic inveterate enemies, and beckoning invafion to their 
own froiitieri. 

Let 

DiqiiiicdbvGoogIc 
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Let uSi therefore, inftead of hardening ourfelves in perRdy, or 
lulling ourfelves in fccurity by their «xample, exert all our influence 
to uaite them, and all our power to affift them. Let us {how them 
what they ought to determine by our relblutions, and teach them to 
M& by our vigour ; that, if the houfe of Auftria be prefervcd, our al- 
liance may be ftrengthened by new motives of gratitude ; and that, if 
it muft be that the liberties of this part of the world be loft, we may 
not reproach ourfelves with having neglected to defend them. 

Mr. Peluah fpoke next to this purpofe :— Sir, it is not to be fup- 
poled that fuch members of this aflembly as are not engaged in pub- 
lick affairs fhould receive very exaSt intelligence of the difpofitions of 
foreign powers, and therefore I do not wonder th»t the condud of 
the Dutch has been mifreprefented, and that they are fufpci^ed of 
negle^ng their engagements at a time when they ate endeavouring 
to perform them. 

The Dutch have now under eonfideration the moft proper me- 
thods of affifting the queen of Hungary, and maintaining the prag- 
matick fandion : it may be indeed juHly Tufpeded from the nature of 
iheiT conftitutlon, that their motions will be (low, but it cannot be 
allerted, that they break their engagements, or dcfen their con- 
ftderatet. 

Nor it there any reafon for imagining that the other princes who 
have incurred the fame obligations, will not endeavour to perform 
their promifes i it may be ea£Iy conceived that fome of them are not 
able at a fuddeo fummons to ajFord great affiftance, and that otbera 
may wait the refult of our deiiberationi, and regulate their conduft 
by our examine. 

Not that we ought to negleA our engagement!, or endanger our 
country, bccaufe other powers are either perfidious, or infenfible 1 for 
I am not afraid to declare, that if that Ibould happen, which there ia 
no reafon to fufpeS, if all the other powers fliould defert the defence o£ 
the Auflrian line, (hould content to annul the pragmatick fanSlon, and 
leave the queen of Hungary to the mercy of her enemies, I would ad* 
vife that Britain alone Ibould pour her armies into the continent, 
that {he fhould defend her ally againft the moft formidable confede- 
racy, and {faow mankind an example of conftancy not to be fbakeo^ 
and of fiaith not to be violated. 

If it be therefore our duty to fupport the pragmatick {anAion, it it 
DOW the time for declaring our fefblutioiu> when the Imperial crown 

Vol, I. c c m 
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is claimed by a multitude of competitors, among whom the clefiot of 
Bavaria, a very powerful prince, has by hii miniHer notified bis pre* 
tenfions to the court of Britain. 

The antieot alliance between this prince and the French is well 
known, nor can we doubt that he will not now implore their affift- 
ance for the attainment of the throne to which he afpirei ; and I need 
not fay'what maybe expelled from an emperor whofe cleratioa 
was procured by the forces of France. 

Nor is this the onty prince that claims the Imperial crown upon 
plaufible pretences, or whofe claims other powers may combine to 
fupport ; it is well known that even the Spanilh monarch believes 
himfelf inticled to it, nor can we, who have no communication with 
him, know whether he has not declared to all the other princes oi 
Europe, his refolution to alTert his claim. 

It is far from being impoffible that the pretenfions of the 
houfe of Bourbon may be revived^ and that though no. Gngle 
prince of that family Ihould attempt to mount the Imperial throne, 
they .may all confpire to difmembcr the empire into petty king- 
doms, and free thcmfclves from the dread of a formidable neigh- 
bour, by ereiSing a number of diminutive fovcreigns, who may be al- 
ways courting the alTiilance of their proteflors, for the fake of har- 
laiHng each Other. 

Thus will the houfe by wbiclf Europe has been hitherto proteOed, 
fink into an empty name, and we fhall be left to ftand alone againft 
ii!l the powers that profefs a different religion, and whofe intcrefl i* 
oppofite to that of Britain. 

We ought indeed to a£l with the utmoll vigour, when we fee one 
of the mod powerful of the reformed princes fo far forgetful of the 
intereft of our religion as to co-operate wiih the deligns of France, 
and fo intent upon improving the opportunity of diftrelling the houfe 
of Au(lria,3s to negleiS the common caufe, and expofe himfelf or bis 
" poflerity to the danger of becoming a dependent on the boufe of 
Bourbon. 

For this reafon, I cannot agree that our army, though numeroui 
and burthenfomc, is greater than thcncceffity of affairs requires : if we 
catl our eyes on the continent, nothing is to be feen but general con- 
fuGon, powerful armies in motion, the dominions of one prince in- 
vaded, of another threatened, the tumults ofvambttion in one placei 
anJ a panic ftillncft in another, 

vnat 
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What will be the event of thefe com motions who can difcover t 
And how can we know what may determine the courfe Of that flood 
of power, which is now In a ftats of uncertain AuAuation, or rcemt 
driven to different points by diflerent rmpulfes? How foon may the 
Dutch fee their barrier attacked, and call upon us for the teh thour^nd 
men which we are obliged to fend them ? How Toon may the houfe 
of Auflria be To diltrelTed as to require all our power for its pte« 
iervation ? 

That we are to leare notbing unattempted for the fecuricy of our 
own religion and liberty, will eafily be granted, and, therefore, an- 
lefs it can be proved that we may be equally fecurc, though ihc houfe 
of Audria be ruined, it will necelTarily follow ihat we are with all 
our power to enforce the obfervation of the pragmatic^ fani^ion. 

This is not an zA of romantic gcncrofity, but fuch as the clofcA 
attention to our own jntereft (bows -to be nccelTary : in defending 
the queen of Hungary we defend outfelves, and only extinguiOi that 
Same, by which, if it be fufFered to fpread, we ihall ourfelves be con- 
fumed. The empire may be confidcred as the buhvark of Britain^ 
which, if it be thrown down, leaves us naked and dcfencelefs. 

Let us therefore confider our own danger, and remember, that 
while we are confidering this fupply, we are deliberating upon nothing 
Icfs than the fate of our country. 

Mr. PuLTBNEY fpoke next to thc-effe£l following ; — Sir, I am 0)1 
this occafion of an opinion different from that of the honourable mem-^ 
ber who fpoke the fecond in this debate, though on ittofl queftions 
our judgment has been the fame. 1 am fo far from feconding his 
propofal for delaying the confideration of this fupply, that I think it 
may juftly be enquired, why it was not fooner propofed. 

For the fupport of the houfe of Auftria,'and the a&rtion of ibe 
pragmatick fani^ion, no man can be more zealous than niyfelf ; I am' 
convinced bow clofeiy the intereQ of this nation and that of the Au- 
ftrian family are united, and how much either muR be endangered bjr 
the ruin of the other, and therefore, I Iball not delay, for a fingle 
moiqciitt my confent to any meafures that may re-cflabhih our in- 
tereft on the continent, and rcfcwe Germany once more fioffl the jaws 
of France. 

I am afraid that we have loft part of our infiuencc in the neigh- 
bouring countries, and that the nameof Brirain is lefs formidable than' 
bentoforci but if reputation is loft, U is ttae to recover it> and I 
C c a " doub? 
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doubt not but it may be recovered by thclame means that it wasatfirft 
obtained. Our armies may be yet equally dcftruditre, and our money 
equally perfuafire. ^ 

We have not yet fufFered, amidft all our mifcondud, our naval 
force to be diminiOied j our Tailors yet reuin tbeir antient courage, 
and our fleets are fufficicnt to keep the dominion of the occanj aod 
prefcribe limits to the commerce of every nation. While this power 
remains unimpaired, vrhilc Britain retains her natural fuperiority, 
and aflcrii the honour of her flag in every climate, we cannot 
become dcfpicable, nor can any nation ridicule our menaces or 
fcorn our alliance. We may ftill extend our influence to the inland 
countries, and awe thofe natiofis which we cannot invade. 

To prefcrve this power let us watch over the difpofal of our 
money ; money is the fource of dominion ; thofe nations may be for- 
midable for their affluence which are not confiderable for their num- 
bers} and by a negligent profufion of their wealth, the moft 
powerful people may languifh into imbecillity, and fink into coo* 
tempt. 

If the grant which is now demanded will be fufficicnt to produce 
. the ends to which it is propo(i»l to be applied, if we are aOiired of 
the proper application of it, I ihall agree to it without helitation. 
But though it cannot be affirmed that the fum now demanded is too 
high a price for the liberties of Europe, it is at teaft more than ought 
to be fquandeccd without eflc£), and wc ought at lealt to know be- 
fore we grant it what advantages may be expeSed from it. 

May not the fum demanded for the fupport of the queen of Hun- 
gary be employed to promote very different interefts ? May it not be 
lavjlbed to fupport that power to which our grants have too long con- 
tributed, that power by which ourfelves have been awed, and the ad- 
miniftraiion has tyrannized without controuW 

If this lum is really intended to fupport the queen of Hungary, may 
we not enquire how it is to be employed for her fervtcef Is it to be 
feot her '^or the payment^f her armies and the fupport of hu- court.' 
Should we not more cfTe^ually fecute her dominions by purcbafiDg 
with it the friendthip and affiftance of the king of Pruffia, a prince, 
whofe extent of dominions and numerous forces make him not more 
formidable than his perfonal qualities. 

What may be hoped. Sir, from a prince of wiltlom and courage, 
at the head of a hundicd aad tea thouTaad regular tioops, with eight 
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millions in his treafury? How much he mud neceilarily add to the 
ftrength of any party in which he fliall engage, isunDCcelfary to men- 
tion; it 13 evident, without proof, that nothing could (o much 
contribute to the re-eHablifbment or the houfe of Auftria, as a 
reconciliation with this mighty prince, and that to bring it to pafs 
would be the moll effedual method of ferving the unfortunate qtieen 
that requires our afGllance. 

Why wefboulddefpair. Sir, of fuch a reconciliation I cannot per- 
ceive ; a reconciliation equally conducive to the real intercft of 
both partic!. It may be proved, with very little difficulty, to the 
king of Pfuffia, that he is now aflifting thofe with whom intereRs 
incompatible and religions irreconcilable have fet him at variance, 
whom he can never fee profperous but by the diminution of his own 
greatnefs, and who wilt always projeiS his ruin while they are enjoy- 
ing the advantages of his vidories. We may eaftly convince him that 
their power will foon become by his affiftance fuch as he cannot hope 
to withlland, and Ihow, from the examples of other princes, how 
dangerous it is to add tothc ftrength of an ambitious neighbour. We 
may fhow him how much the fate of the empire it now in his hands, 
end how much more glorious and more advantageous it will be to pre- 
ferve it from ruin, than to contribute to its deftru^lion. 

If by fuch arguments. Sir, this potent monarch can be induced to 
aS fteadily in defence of the common caufe, we may once more ftand 
at the head of a proteftant confederacy ; of a confederacy that may 
contra^ (be views and reprefs the ambition of the houfe of Bourbon, 
and alter their fchemes ofuniverlal monarchy into expedients for the 
defence of their dominions. 

But in UantaQiag thefc affairs, let us not engage in any intricate 
treaties, nor amufe ourfelves with difplaying our abilities for negotia- 
tion i negotiation, that ^tal art which we have learned as yet very im- 
perfeftly, and which we have never attempted to pra^ife but to our 
own lofs. While we have been entangled in tedious difquifiiions, 
and retarded by artful delays, while our commiflarieG have been de- 
bating about what was only denied to produce contra verfies, and en- 
quiring after that which has been hid from them only to divert their 
attention from other queftions, how many opportunities have been 
loft, and' how often might we have fecuied by war, what was, at 1 
much greater expence, loft by treaties. 

Treaties, Sir, are the artillery of our encmieE,]to which we have 
C c 3 nothing 
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nttthing to oppofi.- ; they are weapons of which we know not the ufe, 
^nd which we can only cfcapc by npt coming within their reach. I 
know not by what fatality it is, that to treat and to be cheated, are, 
with regard to Britons, words of the fame figniiication; nor do I 
intend, by thisobfervution, to afperfe the charattersof particular per- 
fons, for trcatie.~, by whoinfoever carried on, have ended always with 
the fame fucccfs. 

It is time, therefore, to know, at length, our weaknefs and our 
ftrength, and to refolve no longer to put ourfelvcs voluntarily inio 
thf power of our enemies : our troops have been always our ableft 
negotiators, and to them it has been, for the moft part, necclTary at 
lalt to refer our caufe. 

Let us then always preferve our martial character, and neglcS the 
praife of political cunningi a quality which, 1 believe, we {hall never 
attain, and which, if we could obtain, would add nothing to our ho- 
nour. Let it be the practice of the Britons to declare their refolu- 
tions without referve, and adhere to them in oppolition to dangcri 
let them be ambitious of no other elogies than thofc which may be 
gained by honelly and courage, nor will they then ever £nd their ^lie» 
di/iiJcnt, or their enemies contcniptuous. 

By recovering and alterting this charafler we may become once 
more the arbiters of Europe, and be courtej by all the proteftant 
powers as their prote^ors; we may once more fubdue the ambition 
of the afpiring French, and once more deliver the houfe of Aultri^ 
from the incefT'int purfuit of thofe refttefs enemies. 

The ijefence of that illu(trioUi> family, Sir, has always appeared to 
me, fince I ftudied the ftate of Europe, the unvariable intcrcft of the 
British nation, and our obligations to fupporC it on this particular oc- 
cafion have already been fufficier.tly expUined. 

Whence it proceeJed, Sir, that thofe who now fo zealoufly?fpoufc 
(he Auftrian iniqreft. have been fo plainly forgciful of it on other oc- 
cafions, I cannot determine. That treaties have been made vcr^'liiile 
(o the advantage of that family, and that its enemies have been fuf- 
(ered to infult it without oppofiilon, is well known ; nor was it long 
9go that it was del^atcd in this houfe, whether any money fhould be 
lerit to the late emperor. 

No publick or private cbjtra<3cr can be fupported, no enemy, Sir^ 
fan be intimidated, nor^ny friend confirmed in his adherence, but 
fc;f ^ &cidy and confident condu3, by propofing in all ciur actions 
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fuch ends as may be openly avowed, and by purfuing them wtthoat 
regard to temporary inconveniencies, or petty obllacles. 

Such conduA, Sir, I would gladly recommend on the prefent oe- 
carton, on which I fhould be far from advrfing a faint, an irrefolute. 
Of momentary atBftance, fuch fupplics as declare diffidence in our own 
ftrength, or a mean inclination to plcafe contrary parties at (he fame 
time, to perform ourengagcments with the queen, and continue our 
friendfliip with France. It is, in my opinion, proper to efpoufe our 
atly with the fpirit of a nation that expels her deciftons to be ratified, 
that holds the balance of the world in her hand, andean bellow con- 
quefl and empire at her pleafure. 

Yet, Sir, it cannot be denied that many powerful reafons may be 
broughtagainll any new occafions of expence, nor it it without hor- 
ror and aftonifiiment that any man, converfant in political calcula- 
tions, can confidcF the enormous profulion of the national treafure. 
In the late dreadful confudon of the world, when the ambition c^ 
France had fet half the nations of the earth on Same, when we fenc 
our armies to the continent, and fought the general quarrel of man* 
)cind, we paid, during the reigns of king William and his gtcat fuc- 
celTor, reigns of which every fummer was difiinguilhed by fome im- 
portant a£tion, but four millions yearly. 

But our preparations for the prefent war, in which fcarcely a (ingle 
fiiip of war has been taken, or a fingle fortrefs laid in ruins, have 
brought upon the nation an cxpence of five millions. So much more 
are we now obliged to pay to amufe the weakeft, than formerly to 
fubdue the moll powerful of our enemies. 

Frugality, which is always prudent, is, at this time, Sir, indif. 
penfable, when war, dreadful as it is, maybe termed the lighted of 
pur calamities ; when the feafons have difappointed us of bread, and 
an univerfal fcarcity afiii^s the nation. Kvery day brings us accounts 
from different parts of ihecountry, and every account is a new evidence 
of the general calamity, of the want of employment for ih(^poor, and 
its neceflary confcquence, the want of food. 

He that is fcarce able to prcferve himfelf, cannot be expcifled to 
^11 others ; nor is that money to be granted to foreign power;, 
which is wanted for the fupport of our fellow-fubjefl', who are now 
langtjifbing with difeafcs, which unaccuftomed hardfhips and iin- 
wholerome provilions have brou^ght upop them, while we are pro- 
viding 
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Tiding sgaioll diiUnt dangers, and bewailing the diftreflet of the houfe 
of Auftria. 

Let us not add to the miferies of famine the mortifications of iafult 
•(vJ neglefl ; let our countrymen at Icall divide our caie with our 
allies, and while we form fchemei for fuccourlng the queen of Hun- 
gry, let us endeavour to alleviate nearer diftreHes, and prevent or 
pacify domeAick difconccnt*. 

If there be any aian whom the light of mifcry cannot move to com- 
panion, who can hear the complaint! of want without fympatfay, znd 
fee the general calamity of hia country without employing one hour 
on fchemcs for its relief; let not that man dare to boaft of integtity} 
fidelity, or honour ; let htm not prefume to recommend the preferva- 
tlon of our faith, or adherence to our confederates : that wretch can 
h^ve no real regard to any moral obligation, who has forgotten thole 
firil duties which nature imprefTes | nor can he that negleSs the hap- 
pineii of his country, recommend any good afiion for a good reafon. 

it fbould be confidercd. Sir, that we can only be ufeful to our al- 
lies, and formidable to our enemies, by being unanimous and mutu- 
ally confident of the good intentions of each other, and that nothing 
but a fleady attention lo the publick welfare, a conltant readinefi to 
remove grievances, and an apparent unwillingnefs to impofe new 
burthens, can produce that unanimity. 

As the caufe is therefore necefTarily to precede the efleA, as foreign 
ififluence is the confequence ofhappinefsat home, let us fiifl endea- 
vour to eftablifh that alacrity and fecurit^ that may animate the peo- 
ple to alTert their antient fuperiority to other nations, and redore that 
plenty which may raife them above any temptation to repine at af- 
fillance given to our allies. 

No man, Sir, can very follicitoufly watch over the welfare of 
his neighbour, whofe mind is depretled by poverty, or diflraded by 
terror; and when the nation fhall fee us anxious for the prefervation 
of the queen of Hungary, and unconcerned about the wants of our 
fellow* fubjeds, what can be imagined, but that we have fome me- 
thod of exempting ourfelves from the common dillrefs, and thi^t'wfl 
regard not the publick mifery when we do not feel it i 

Sir Robert Walpolb replied, to the following effed : — Sir, it 
is always 'proper for every man to lay down fome principles upon 
which he propofes to a£t, whether in publick or private ; that he may 
not be ahvays wavering, uncertain, and irrefolutej that his adherents 
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may kaow what tbey are to expcd, and his adverfariea be able to tell 
why they aie oppofed. 

Itisneceflaiy, Sir, even forhiiownfake, that he may not heal ways 
ftruggling with himfeir; that he may know his own determination;, 
and enforce them by the rcafons which have prevailed upon him to 
form them ; that he may not argue in the fame fpeech ta contrary 
purpofesf and weary the attention of his hearers with contrails and 
antithefes. 

When a man admits the necefllty of granting a Aipply, expatiate* 
upon the danger that may be produced by retarding it, declares 
againft the leaft delay, however fpecioufly propofcd, and inforces the 
arguments which have been already offered to fliow how much it is 
our duty and intereft to allow it ; may it not reafonably be imagined, 
that he intends to promote it, and is endeavouring to convince them 
"of that neceffity of which he fecms himfelf convinced i 

But when the fame man proceeds to difplay, with equal eloquence, 
the prefent calamities of the nation, and tells to how much 
better purpofes the fum thus demanded may be applied ; when he 
dwells upon the poffibtlity that an impolitick ufe may be made of the 
BatioDal Ireafure, and hints that it may be alked for one purpofe 
and employed to another, what can be coUefled from hts harangue, 
however elegant) entertaining, and pathctick i How can bis true 
opinion be difcovered ? Ur how fliall we fix Aich fugitive reafonings, 
fuch variable rhetoric i 

I aat not able. Sir, to dilcern, why truth Ihould be obfcurcd ; or 
why any man fliould take pleafure in heaping together all the argu- 
ments that hi), knowledge may fupply, or his imagination fuggeft, 
againfl a. propofition which he cannot deny. Nor can 1 allign any 
good purpofe that can be promoted by perpetual renewals of debate, 
and by a repetition of objeSions, which have in former conferences, 
on the fame occafton, been found of little farce. 

When the fyAero of aSairi is not fully laid open, and the fchemes 
of the adminiflration are in part unknown, itiseafy to raifeobjc^ions 
formidable in appearance, which perhaps cannot be anfwered till the 
neceffity of fecrecy is taken away. When any general calamity has 
fallen upon a nation, it is a very fruitful topic of rhetoric, and may 
be very pathetically exaggerated, upon a thouland occaiions to which 
it hat no neccflary relation. 

Such, 
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Such, in myofHiiioni Sir, is the ufe now made of the prefent fear-* 
city, a misfortune infli^ed upon us by the band of Providence alone; 
not upon U9 only, but upon all the nations on this fide of the globe, 
many of which fufFer more, but none lefs than ourfelvea. 

If at fuch a time it is more burthenrome to the nation to raife fup- 
plies, it muft be remembered, that it is in proportion difficult to 
other nations to oppofe tbofe meafures for which the fupplies are 
{ranted j and that the fame fum is of greater efficacy in times of fear* 
city than of plenty. 

Our prefcat diSrefs will, I hope, foon be at an end ; and perhaps 
a few days may produce at lead fome alcetation. It is not without rea- 
ibo, that I exped the news of fome fuccef^ful attempts in America, 
which will convince the nation, that the preparations for war have 
not heen idleOiows, contrived to produce unneceffitry expcnces. 

In the mean time, it is neceflary thai we fupport that power which 
may be able to affift us againft France, the only nation from which 
any danger can threaten us, even though out fleets in America Ihould 
be unfuccereful. 

If we defeat the Spaniards, we may affift the houfe of Aullria with* 
out difficulty, and if we fail in our attempts, their alliance wilt be 
more neceflary. The fum demanded for this important purpofe 
cannot be cenfured as exorbltanr, yet will, Ihope, befufficicnc: if 
more fliould hereafter appear itecefTary, 1 doubt not hut k will be 
granted. , 



The queftion pafled without oppofition, 
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